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; 1 
tember 1664, ent 'F among the | 
N Reſt of my RAD heard'in - : 7 
. ordinary Diſcourſe, that the Plague  - 2 # bt 
was return d again in Holland; for  _ 1 
— it had been very violent Were, an 2 : N 5 1 
particularly at Anſterdum and - e 
7 in the Year 1863. whether they ſay; it was 2 i 
* brought, ſome ſaid from fal), others from the Le. e | 


vam among ſome Goods, which were brought © © 1224 
home by ot Turkey Fleet; others ſaid it vas Þ | 
: brought from Candia; Mars from Cyprus. <A 5 
5 matter d not, ftom wi it come; but all a- 
7 | greed, it was come into Holland again. re 33 7 
| We had no ſuch thing as printed News 8 1 75 


5 8 in thoſe Days, to 8 umours and Re- e Mi 


Irts of Things; and to improve o ot 
: wention of Men, as 1 have liv'd to ſee practise 4 4 3 
I fince: But ſuck things as theſe were. . „ 
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telþonded nad, and 24 og was Babe 2 | 
about by 


little concern d in, and that we. hoped was not 
true; till the latter End of November, or the Be- 


ginning of December 1664, when two Men, ſaid 
rench-men, died of the Plague in Lg 


Acre,, or rather at the upper End of Drury- Lane. 


The Family they were in, endeavour'd- to con- 


ceal it as much as poſſible; but as it had got- 


ten ſome Vent in the Diſcourſe of the -Neigh- 
bourhood, the Secretaries of State gat Know- 


ledge of it. And concerning themſglyes'to inquire 


about it, in order to be certain of the Truth, 


two Phyſicians and a Surgeon: were yy 5 
go to the Houſe, and make In 
they did; and finding evident ; 
Sickneſs upon both the Bodies that were 


they gave their Opinions publickly, that they 
| . of the Plague: Whereupon it was given in 
to the Pariſh Clerk, and he alſo return d them 

to the Hall; and ic was printed in the arp 
q Bill of ama in the uſual manner, Woh 


P lague 2. Pari ſhes infedted- Tos 


The People thiw da great Concern” at "4 
and began to be allarm d all over the Town, 


and the mote, becauſe in the laſt Week in De- 


tember "L0G * Man nw in the ſame 


Word of Mouth only; fo that things 
did not ſpread 8 772 over the whole Nation, 

as they do now. But it ſeems that che Govem 
ment had a true Account of it, and ſeveral Coun- ; 
ſels were held about Ways to prevent its coming 
over; but all was kept very private. Hence it 

was, that this Rumour died off again, and Peo- 
ple began to forget it, as a thing we were very 
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on PO the ſame Diſtemper : And then 
we were baſy again for about fix Weeks, when 
none having a6 with any Marks of Infection, 
it was ſaid, the Diſtemper was gone; but after 
that, I think it was about the 12th of February, 
another died in another Houſe, but in the ſame. 
Pariſh, and in the ſame manner. 7 
This turm d the Peoples Eyes pretty Aer to- 
wards that End of the Town; and the weekly | 
Bilis ſhewing an Encreaſc of Burials in St. Giles 3 
Pariſh more than uſual, it began to be ſuſpected, 
that the Plague was among the People at that 
End of the Town ; and that many had died of it, 
tho' they had taken Care to keep it as much 
from the Knowlege of the Publick, as poſſible: 
This poſſeſs d the Heads of the People very much, 
and few card to go thro Drury-Laue, or the 
other Streets ſuſpected, unleſs they had extraor· 
dinary Buſineſs, that obliged them to it. 
Thi his Encreaſe of - the Bills ſtood thus; the u- 
ſual Number of Burials in a Week, in the Pariſhes 
of St. Giless in the Fields, and St. Andrew's Hol- 
born were * 12 to 17 or 19 each few more 
or leſs; but from the Time that the Plague firſt 
began in St. Giles's Pariſh, it was obſerv'd, that e 
the ordinary Burials encreaſed in oe confi 3 
derabiy. Fr ample, _ 86 
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157255 St. Andrew! . 
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ET 30. to Bd, 1 St. Gile?'s . * 


t. Andrew: Neger 


Feb. 7 to = 1. 80. Gils's l 
| whereof one of che Plague. | 


| The likeUnereaſs of rhe Bills was ward, in 
the Pariſhes'of St. Brides, adjoining on one ory 
of Holborn Pariſh, and in the Pariſ of St. Fame 
.Clarkenwel, adjoining on the other Side ot Hot- 
Born; in both which Pariſhes the uſual Numbers 
that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, where- 
as at that time r were ee d, as follows. 


From De. 20. to Dee. m7: Ge. Bidder * 


St. Jauer. S 

| Dee. a7. to o Jan. 5 85 Brides PR 155 
| St. James— * 

Fan. 35 10 — "ox. 8 ; 

„ St. Jane 7. 
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. Beſides: . it was abletwd with great Un- 
eaſineſs by the, People; that the weekly Bills in 
general eneręas d very much. duriug theſe Weeks, 
altho it was at a Tims of the Tear, when ulualy 
ly the Bills are very moderate;. © + 

The uſual Nuniber J . Bius 
of Mortality for a Weck, was from about 240 
or thereabouts, to 300. The laſt was eſteem u a 
1 high: Bill; but after this we he the Bills 

uceelively encrealing, as follows; | eee 


* "4 * 
1 1 „ BY . 3 W 2 K — Grads Increaſed. 3 


Der. the: ad. to the -27ths| Buried 291. 5 
1 inks tete 3 Jan. — 349. „ 
auumy z. ta the 10158. (7 _h_ 3. 14 
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Fa laſt Bill was . feightfal, being a: 
higher Number than had been — to have 


been buried in one Weel, ince the. Preceeding/ | 


Viſitation of 165%. 


However, all this went of gu Mn the - 32s 
Weather proving cold, and the Froſt: which ber: 


gan in December, ſtill continuing very ſevere, even: 
till near the End of 


to look upon the Danger as good as over; only: 


that ſtill the Burials in St. Giles s continu d high: 


From the Beginning af April eſpecially they ſtood 


at 25 each Week, till the Weel from the i 8th to 
e when there was buried in St. Giles's 


: & e . 


4 . 
1 _ n ; 


8 . 


attended with ſharp. 
tho' moderate Winds, the Bills decreasd again, 
and the City grew healthy, and every body began 
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Plague, 8 oy 
the Sported-Feaver, which was look d upon as the 
ſame thing; likewiſe the Number that died of 


Pariſh 30, whereof two of the Pl 


the Spotted-Feaver in the whole increaſed, being 


8 the Week before, and 12 the Week above- 
named. 


This alarm'd us all Again; and tetrible Appte- 


henſions were among the People, eſpecially the 9 


Weather being now chang d and growing 


the Summer being at Hand: However, the next: 8 
n, the 


Week there ſeem d to be ſome Hopes agai 
Bills were low, the Number of the Dead in all 


was but 388, there was none of the Fan and 


but four of the Spatted-Feaver.  _ . 


But the following Week it returt'd again, and | 


the Diſtemper was ſpread into two or three 
other Pariſhes (viz.) St. Andreu s- Holborn, St. Cle- 
ment's-Danes, and to the great A ffliction of the 


City, one died within the Walls, in the Pariſh of 
St. Mary-¶Vool. Church, that is to ſay, in Bearbinder* 


lane near the Kocks market; in all there was nine of 


the Plague, and ſix of the Spotted Feaver. It 


was however upon Inquiry found, that this French- 


man who died in Bearliuder- lane, was one 'wwho 
Acre, near the infected Honſes, 

of the Diſtemper, not 1 5 
ing that he was already infected. 


having liv d in 
had removed 4 


This was the beginning of A et the Wea- 
ther was temperate, variable and cool e 


and People had ſtill ſome Hopes: That which en- 
courag d them was, that the City was healthy, 
the whole 97 Pariſhes buried but 54, and we bes 


gan to hope, that as it was chiefly among the 
People at that End of the Town, it might 8 2 
ee 


farther; and the rather, becauſe the next 
which was from the th of May to the r8th there 
en der oye of which en within cho ee 
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City ot Liberties, a ae? LEY eee 
which was very low : Tis true, St. Giles's buried 
two and thirty, but ſtill as there was but one ot 


the Plague, Feople began to be eaſy, the whole 


Bill alſo was very low, for the Week e the Bill / 
was but 34% and the Week above-mentioned but 
343: We continued in theſe Hopes for a few Days, 
But it was but for 2 few ; for the People were no 


more to be deceived thus; they ſearcht the Houſes, 


and found that the Plague was really ſpread every 
way, and that many died of it erery Day: So that 
no all our Extenuations abated; and it was no 
more to be concealed, nay it quickly appeared that 
the Infection had ſpread it ſelf beyond all Hopes of 
Abatement; that in the Pariſh of Sr. -Giles's, it 
was gotten into ſeveral Streets, and ſeveral Fami- 
lies lay all fick together; And accordingly in the 
Weekly Bill for the next Week, the thing began to 
ſhew it ſelf; there was indeed but 14 & down of 
the Plague, but this was all my and Collu- 
ſion, far in St.-Giles's Pariſh th * buried 40 in all, 
; it was certain moſt them died of the 
Plague, though they were ſet down of other Di- 
ſtempers; and though the Number of all the Bu- 
rials were not increaſed above 32, and the whole 
Bill being but 385, yet there was 14 of b. 
ted-Feaver, as well as 14 of the Plague 
took it for granted upon the whole, ; that there 
was o died that. Week of the Plague. 
The next Bill was from the 23d of May tothe 

2 zorh, when the Number of the Plague was 17: 
But the Dynals: in St. Giles's. were 12 f 
Number ! of whom they ſet down but 9 of this”. 
Plague: But on an Examination more ftri&ly 2 
the Fultices of the Peace, and at the Lord May s | 
| Requeſt, it was found there were 20 more, who. 


| wevereally dead of che Flagus inthar Fa bar — 
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ſpread in a dreadful Manner, and the Bills riſe 


high, the Articles qt the Feaver, Spotted Feaver, 


and Teeth, began to ſwell: For all that could con- 


ceal their Diſtempers, did it to prevent their 
7 Neighbours ſhunning and refuſing - 40 converſe: 
with them; and alſo to prevent [Authority ſhuts = 
ting up their Houſes, which though it Was not: 
yet practiſed, yet was threatned, and Peof ple were 3 
| extremely tetrify d Ac the Thoughts of 1 ITE. [11s IT 
The Second Week in June, the Farin | 
St. Giles's, here {till the Weight! of the Infection 
lay, buried 120, whereof though the Bills ſaid but 
88 of the Plague; cregyBaly' ſaid there had been 
looat leaſt, calcula ring it from the uſual Number. 


of Eunerals 1 15 that Pariſh as above, 
9 Ir this 


who 1 megption d before, within the whole 97 


ving not. one yet died on that Side of the Wa 


I Hiv'd without Aldgate about mid-way bet uren 
Aldgate Church and Hhite-Chappel- Bars, on the left 
Hand or North-fide of the Street; aud as the 

2 had not reach d to that Side of the City, 
gur Neigh ö continued very eaſy: But ax 
of the Town, their (alien => 


very great; and the richer ſort of People, eſ- 


art of the City throng d out of Town, with their : | 
amilies and Servants in an unuſual Manner; and 
1 ** more pe ſeen in e 8 


= ially 'the Nability and Gentry, from the Wl 5 


other Bipa Mo: 3 dee we 9 
But thoſe were trifling Things to what follow 1 I | 
immediately after; for now the Weather ſet in hot, 
and from the firſt Week in June, the Infection 


; geek the City continued Fours there: "2 
having never any died except that one Frenchman, | 
riſhes. No there died four within the City, one | 
in Mood. ftreet, one in Fenchurch ſtreet, and two in 
Futte: ;  Soughwark was entirely free, has 


ge e 1H 4A 1 tid A 
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3 STOP . 


Coo Gd with People of the better Sort, 


away; 2; then emptyWaggons, andCarts appear d and 

Spa e 5b with Servants, who it was apparent 

_ SE ſent from the Countries to fſeteb 

12 ple: Befides innumerable Numbers of 
n on 


vants, and generally ſpe 
gage and ficted out for: travelling, as ar one ISAS: 
Þereeive; by their Appearanre. 1 3 

This was a very terrible and melaholy Thing! . 


_ to ſeezand/asit-was'a Sight which I-cou'd:not but 


look on from Morning to Night; for indeed there 
was nothing Elſe of Moment to: be ſeen, it filled me 


with very ſerious Thoughts of the Miſery that was 
coming upon the City, andthe Unhappy Condition 8 


of thole that would be left in it. N 
This Hurry of the People Was ſach for ſome 
Weeks; that: there was no getting at the Lord» 


Mayor; Door wichout exceeding Difficulty; there | 


was ſuch prefling.and chuding there to get paſſes 


and: 3 — of Health, for ſuch as travelled: 
_ abroad; for without theſe, there was no noe þ f 


admitted to paſs thra' the Towns upon the Ro 
or to lodge in any Inn: Now as there had none 


died in the City for all this time, My Lord Mayor 


gave Certificates of Health without any Diffi- 
culty to all thoſe wha liv'd in the 97 Pariſhes, and 
to thoſe within che Liberties too for a while. 


This Hurry, I ſay, continued ſome Weeks, thar 25 En 


is r0-thy; e of i Moy ard June, and the 
more beeauſe it was rumour'd. that an order of 


the Government was to be /ifſued out, to place: 
riers on 8 0 N to (++ 


Tout ers 9 5 | 
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| ta . Indeed | 
—— Goods. Women, Servants, Children, Or. 
attending them, and all hurrying 8 


orſeback, ſome alone, others witk Ser 
all loaded with Bag - 
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10 ME MOI R 
peoples travelling; and that the Towns on the 
Road, would not ſuffer People from London to paſs, 


for fear of bringing the Inſection along with them, 


though neither of theſe Rumours had any Foun- 


dation, but in the Imagination; eſpecially at firſt. 
I now began to confider ſeriouſly with my Self, 


concerning my own, Caſe, and how I ſhould diſ- 
pole of my ſelf; that is to ſay, whether I ſhould 


reſolve to {tay in Zoxdoy, or ſhut up my Houſe and 


| flee, as many of my Neighbours did. I have. 


ſer this particular down ſo fully, becauſe-T know: 


not but it may be of Moment to thoſe who come 
after me, if they eome to be brought to the ſame 
Diſtreſs, and to the ſame Manner of making their 


Choice and therefore I defire this Account may paſs 


my Buſineſs, had a Houſe, Shop, and Ware-houſes 


with them, rather for a Direction to themſelves to 


ad by, than a Hiſtory of my acting, ſeeing it may 


not be of one Farthing value to them to note whar 


ee 
was the carrying on my Buſineſs and Shop; 


which was conſiderable, and in which was em- 


bark d all my Effects in the World; and the other 


Calamity, as I ſaw apparently was coming upon 


the whole City; and which however great it was, 


my Fears perhaps as well as other Peoples, repre- 
ſented to be much greater than it could W 
I The firſt Conſideration was of great Moment 
to me; my Trade was 4 Sadler, and as my Deal- 
ings were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade, 
but among the Merchants, trading to the Exgliſb | 
lay very mach 


Colonjes in America, ſo my Effects 
but I had a Family of Servants, who I kept at 


ti d with Goods; and in ſhort, to leave them all 
as things in ſuch a Caſe muſt be left, that 15 : 
EF. „ „ 


128 * „„ . | = | 
z 000 no 


AUE 


Overſeer or Perſon fit to rh 
1 Ar With them, had been to hazard the Loſs 
5 not only of my Trade, but of my Goods, and 
indeed of all Thad in the World. 

I had an Elder Brother at the ſame Time in 
nden and not many Years before” come over 
from Portugal; and adviſing with him, his Anſwer 
was in three Words the ſame that was given 
in another Caſe quite different, (vix.) Maſter ſave 
iy ſelf. In a Word, he was for my retiring into the 
9 as he reſoly'd to do himſelf with his Fa- 

milys-telli ng me, what” he had it ſeems, heard a- 
broad; tha the beſt Preparation for the Plague 
was to run away from it. As to my Argument 


of loſing my Trade, my Goods, or 1 0 be 


quite Sonfuted me: He told me the "ty thing, 
which I argued for my ſtaying, (vi That 1 — 
truſt God with my Safety and Health "Vol uf the 
ſtrongeſt Repulſe to my Pretentions 0 115 ug my 
Trade and my Goods] for, fays — 2 t not as 
reafonable that you ſhould truſt God with the 
Chance or Riſque” of loſing your Trade, as that 
you ſhould ſtay in ſo imminent a Point of Danger. 
and truſt him with your Life? 
1 could not argue rfat I was in any Strait, as 
to 1 Place where to go, having ſeveral Friends 
and Relations in Northamptonſhire, whence our Fa- 
mily fr came from; and particularly, I had: an 
7 5 Siſter in Lincolnſhire, very willing. to receive | 
entertain me. 
My Brother, who had already ſent his Wife and ; 
two Children into BedfordſÞire, and refolv'd to 
follow them, preſs d my going very earneſtly ; 
and I had once reſoly d to comply with his De- 
fires, but at that time could get no Horſe: For 
tho? it is true, all the F did not go out k 
the City of Landon; yer] may 'venture to ſay, that 
in 2 manner all the Horſes did; for we we 
| 5 ly 
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ſay, as many did, becauſe 7 did 


being 
frighted at the Encreaſe of the "Diltemper, ing 


12 z MEmorR' 
pie e e hired in the 
whole City for ſome W 5 Fig 13 1 teſoly? 4; to. 
travel on Foot with one Servant; and as. man x 


did, lie at no Inn, but carry à Soldiers Tent with; 
us, and ſo lie in the Fields, the Weather bein 


very warm, and no Danger from FARES cold; 85 


. 6 


eſpecially thoſe. who had been 10 the onde” in. 
the War which had not been many Years paſt; 
and I muſt needs ſay, that ſpeaking of ſecond Cauſes, 
had moſt of the People that rravelled, done ſo, the, 
Plague had not been carried into ſo many Coun, 
try-Towns and Houſes, as it was, to the great Da». 
mage, and indecd to the. Ruin of abundance of 
People. „ | 10 
But then my ant 3 1 had intended, 7: 
take down with me, decciv'd me 


not knowing when I ſhould go, he took other Mea-. 
ſures, and left me, ſo I was put off for that Time : 
and one way or other, I always found that to ap- 


point to go away was * s. crols'd. by ſome; 


Accident or other, ſo as to pon: al put it 
off again; and this brings ina Story which other 
wiſe might be thought a needleſs. 


oy "py. chat he ſhould —4 his 8838 upon 9 — 


particular Proyidences which occur at that Time, 
and look upon them complexly, as they. regard 
one another, and as altogether regard the Que 
ſtion before him, and then TI think, he may Kei 
take them for Intimations from Heaven of what 


is his ä TRY to do in ſuch ADP 


{ 
N 95 
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I mean as to going away from, or ſtaying in tage 
Place Where we dwell, when viſited with an inn 
lt came very warmly into my Mind, one 
Morning, as I was muſing on this particular thing, 
thatas nothing attended us without the Direction 
or Permiſſion of Divine Power, ſo theſe Diſap- 
pointments muſt have ſomething in them extraor- 
dinary; and 1 ought to confider whether it did 
not evidently point out, or intimate to me, that it 
was the Will of Heaven I ſhould not go. It im- 
mediately follow d in my Thoughts, that if it real- 
ly was from God, that I ſhould ſay, he was able 
effectually to preſerve me in the midſt of all the 
Death and Danger that would ſurround me 3 and 
that if I attempted to ſecure my ſelf by fleeing 
from my Habiration, and aged contrary to theſe 
Intimations, which I believed to be Divine, it was 
a kind of flying from God, and that he could 
cauſe his Juſtice to overtake me when and where 
rt EEG Hs: e 
Theſe thoughts quite turn d my Reſolutions a+ 
gain, and when I came to diſcourſe with my Bro- 
ther again I told him, that I enclin'd to ſtay and 
take my Lot in that Station in which God had 
plac'd me; and that, it ſeem'd to be made more 
eſpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I 
have ſaid. © | | net ere ng 1 5 
My Brother, tho a very Religious Man him 
ſelf, laught at all I had ſuggeſted about its being 
an Intimation from Heaven, and told me ſeveral- 
Stories of ſuch fool-hardy People, as he call d them, 
as I was; that I _ indeed to ſubmir to it as 
a Work of Heaven, if I had been any way diſabled 
by Diſtempers or Diſeaſes, and that then not be- = 
ing able to go, I ought to acquieſce in the D i-. 
rection of him, who having been my Maker, had ' "Bf 
an undiſputed Right of Soveraignity vnn 8 
550 EO Of 
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of me; and that then there had been ho oY 
culty to determine which was the Call of his Pro- 
vidence, and which was not: But that I ſhould 
tale it as an Intimation from Heaven, that I 
ſhould. not go out of Town, only becauſe I could 
not hire a Horſe to go, ot my Fellow was run away 
that was to attend me, was ridiculous, ſince at the 
ſame Time I had my Health and Limbs, and other 
Servants, and might, with Eaſe, travel a Day or 
two on foot, and having a good Certificate of 
being in perfect Health, might either hire a Horle, 
of take Poſt. on the Road, as I thought fit. 
Then he proceeded to tell me of the — RY 
vous Conſequences which attended the Preſumr- 
ption of the Turks and Mahowmerans in Ala and 
in other Places, where he had been (for my Bro- 
ther being a Merchant, was a few Years; before, 
as I have already obſerv d, returned from abroad, 
coming laſt from Lisbon) and how preſuming up- 
on their proſeſs d predeſtinating Notions, and of 
every Man's End being predetermin d and unalte- 
| bane before: hand decreed, they would go uncon- 
cern'd into infected Places, and converſe with in- 
fected Perſons, by which Means they died at the 
Rate of Ten or Fifteen Thouſand a- Week, whereas 
the Ezropeans, or Chriſtian Merchants, who kept 
themſelves retired and reſery'd, generallyeſcap d 
the Contagion. | 
Upon theſe Arguments my Brother chang 4 
my Reſolutions again, and I began to ee to 
go, and accordingly made all things ready; for 
in ſhort, the Infection increaſed round me, and 
the Bills were riſen to almoſt 70 a- Week, and 
my Brother told me, he would venture to ſlay, no 
longer. I defir'd him to let me conſider of it but 
till the next Day, and I would reſolve; and 
as I had a 2 prepar d every thing as well 


as 4 Sons as to ** Buſineſs, and who to * 
3 tru 
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cruſtmy Aﬀairs with, Thad little to do but to te- 5 


ſolre. 
I went Home thin Evening greatly ee l in 
my Mind, irreſolute, and not knowing what to 
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do; I had ſet che Evening wholly apart to con- 1 5 


ſidet ſeriouſly about it; and was all alone; for al- 
ready People had, as it were by à general Con- 
ſent, taken up the Cuſtom of not going out of 
Doors after Sun-ſet, the Reaſons I ſhall have Oc- 
. calion to ſay. more of by-and-by. 

In the Retirement of this Evening I endeavou- 
red to reſolve firſt, what was my Duty to do, 
and I ſtated the Arguments with which my Bro- 
ther had preſs'd me to go into the Country, and 
I ſer againſt them the ſtrong Impreſſions which 
I had on my Mind for ſtaying ; the viſible Call l 
ſeem'd to — from the particular Circumſtance 
of my Calling, and the Care due from me for 
the Preſervation of my Effects, which were, as I 
might ſay, my Eſtate; alſo the Intimations which 
I th ought I had + ns —— that to me ſig- 
nify'd 2 a kind of Direction to venture, and it oc- 
curr d to me, that if I had what I might call 
a Direction to Ray, I ought to ſuppoſe it con- 
tain'd a Promiſe of being preſerved, if I obey'd. 
This lay cloſe to me, and my Mind 1 
more and more encouraged to ſtay than ever, and 
ſupported with a ſecret Satisfaction, that I ſhould 
be kept: Add to this that turning over the Biole, 
which lay before me, and while my Th 
were more than mo ſerious upon the 4-1 
ſtion, I cry'd out, WE JI know not what to 
do, Lord direct me! and i, like; and that un- 


Qure Ihappen'd to ſtop turning over the Book at 


the 91/4 Pſalm, and caſting my Eye on the com © 
Verſe, I read on to the 7th Verſe excluſive; and 
after that, included the 10th, as follows. I will 
| ay of the; _—_— 2 is my — and — 2 
my 
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* 4 the A. 5 of the fowler, and front 14 
awiſem peſtilence. He ſhall cover the with bir Jras 
tbers, and under his wings ſhalt thou truſt. : bis tub 
Hall be thy ſhield and 1 Thon 
afraid for Uh rer by nighe,” wor: for the" bew 
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Halt not be 


that fieth by day: Nor for the peſtilence 
eth in darkneſs : nor for the  deftruttion that waſteth 


af nbi-day.” A thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide; and 


ten thouſand at thy right (hand: but it fball not come 


nigh thee. Only with thine Eyes Pult thou behold'and 


Jer the reward if the wicked.” Becauſe thou haſt made 


the Lord which it my refuge, even the moſt High, thy 
habitation : There ſpali no evil befal thee, neither hal 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling, &æc. 

I ſcarce need tell the Reader, Aber ſhow: that 
Moment I reſolv d that I would ſtay in the Town, 
and eaſting my ſelf entirely upon the Goodneſs 


and Protection of the Almighty, would not 
- ſeek any other Shelter whatever; and that as my 
Times were in his Hands, he was as able to keep 
me in a Time of the Infection as in a Time of 
Health; and if he did not think fit to deliver me, 
ſtill I was in his Hands, and it vras meet he mould 
do with me as ſhould ſeem good to him 


With this Reſolution I went to Bed; and Iwas 
farther contirm'd in it the next Day, by the Wo- 


man being taken ill with whom I had intended to 
entruſt my Houſe and all my Affairs: But Thad 
a farther Obligation laid on me on the ſame Side; 
for the next Day I found my ſelf very much out 


of Order alſo; ſo that if I would have gone away, 
I could not, and I continued ill three or four Days; 


and this intirely determin d my Stay ; ſo I too : 


my leave of my Brother, who went away. to 


 Darking in Surry, and afterwards fetch d a Round 
farther into Buckinghamſhire, or Bedfordſhire, to a 


vent he had d found out there 15 his 8 * 
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It was à very ill Time to be fick in, for if ax WM 
one complain d, it was immediately faid he had the 3 
Plague; and tho" I had indeed no Symptoms of 
that Diſtemper, yet being very ill, both in my 
Head and in my Stomarh, I was not without Ap - 
prehenſion, that I really was inſected; but in & - 

out three Days I grew better, the third Night 

I reſted well, ſweated a little, and was much re- 
fre ih d; the Apprehenſions of its being the Inſe- 

ction went alſo quite away with my Illneſs, and 1 

went abort my Buſineſs as uſul .. 
Theſe Things however put off all my Thoughts 
of going into the Country; and my Brother alſo 
being gone, Thad no more Debate either with him, 
or with my ſelf, on that Subject *' 

It was now mid- Jah, and the Plague which 
had chiefly rag d at the other End of the Town, 
and as I ſaid before, in the Pariſhes of St. Giles's, 
St, Andrews Holbourn, and towards Weſtminſter, 
began now to come Eaſtward towards the Part 
where Tliv'd. It was to be obſerv'd indeed, that 
it did not come ſtrait on tqwards us; for the _ 
City, that is to ſay within the Walls, was ihdif- 8 
terent healthy ſtill; nor was it got then very much 
dyer the Water into Southwark ; for tho there di- 
ed that Week 1268 of all Diſtempers, whereof it 
might be ſuppos d above 900 died of the Plague; 
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within 
the Walls; and but 19 in Southidark, Lambeth > ._ 
Pariſh included; whereas in the Pariſhes of St. 1 2 
Giles, and St. Martins in the Fields alone, there 

But we perceiv'd the Infection keept chiefly in the . : 
out- Pariſhes, which being very populous, and 

fuller alſo of Poor, the Diſtemper foumd more to 7 

prey upon than in the City, as I ſhall obſerve after 

ward; we perceiy d I fay, the Diſtempet to draw 

our Way; (u.) by 6 2 3 
bi . j ; 8 7 5 8 m 2 f | 55 P. 
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 {Mnoxjpoains  _ 
Cripplegate, Shoreditch, and Biſbopſgate; which Jaſt 
: = Pariſhes joining to 4145 2 Chapel, and 
Stepne y, the Infection came at length to ſpread its 
1 Rage and violence in thoſe Parts, even 
when it abated, at the Meſtern Pariſhes where 
YO OE ̃ Ä] 7² ˙—— 
It was very ſtrange to obſerve, that in this 
particular Week, from the 4th to the t ith of Fuh, 
when, as I have obſery'd, there died near 400 
of the Plague in the two Pariſhes of St. Martin's, 
and St. Giles in the Fields only, three died in the 
Pariſh of Aldgate but four, in the Pariſh of M pite- 
Chapel three in the Pariſh of Stepney but one. 
L kewiſe in the next Week, from the. f ith of 
. Fuly to the 18th, when the Week's Bill was 
1761, yet there died no more of the Plague, ON 
the whole Southwark Side of the Water than ſix- 
oo OY ons gy Fg et ECT So" Fs 
But this Face of things ſoon. changed, and it 
began to thicken in Cripplegate Pariſh eſpecially, 
and in Clerken- Well; ſo, that by the ſecond Week 
in Auguſt, Cripplegate Pariſh, alone, buried eight 
hundred eighty fix, and Clerken-Well 155 ;. of the 
firſt eight hundred and fifty, might well be rec- 
koned to die of the Plague; and of the laſt, the 
Bill it ſelf ſaid, 145 were of the Plague. . 
"ea Og the Month of July, and While, as I have 
obſerv 


d, our Part of the Town ſeem d to be or- w 
ſpar d, in Compariſon of the Weſt part, I went or- . 
dinarily about the Streets, as my Buſineſs requir d, alt 
and particularly went generally, once in a Day, W ty, 
or in two Days, into the City, to my Brothers alt 
_ - Houſe,” which he had given me charge of, and to the 
ſee if it was ſafe: And having: the Key in my W my 
Pocket, I uſed to go into the Houſe, and over i 
moſt of the Rooms, to ſee that all was well; for 
tho it be ſomething wonderful to tell, that an) 
ſhould have Hearts ſo hardned, in the midſt o. 
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ſoch a N to rob and ſteal; yet certain 
it is, that all Sorts of Villanies, and even Le- 
vities and Debapcheries were then practis d in 

_ the Town, as Openlyas ever, I will not fay quite 
as frequently, becauſe, the Numbers of People 
were many ways leſſen 242. 
„er the City dei began now eg be vided 
too, I mean within the Walls; but the Number 
of People there were indeed extreamly leſſen d by 
ſo great a Multitude having been gone into the 
Country; and even all this Month of July they 
continu d to flee, tho not in ſuch Multitudes as 
formerly. In Auguſt indeed, they fled in ſuch a 
manner, that I began to think, there would be 
really none bur Magiſtrates and Servants left in 


As they fled now out of the City, ſo I ſhould 
obſerve, that the Court removed early, (via.) in 
the Month of June, and went to Oxford, where 
it pleas d God to preſerve them; and the Diltem- 
per did not, as I heacd of, ſo much as touch them; 
for which I cannot ſay, that I eyer ſaw Fey 
ſhew'd any great Token of Thankfulneſs, and hard- 
ly any thing of Reformation, tho they did not 
want being told that their crying Vices might, 

without Breach of Charity, be ſaid to have gone 
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the 
WW %% ie tr tt, 

The Face of London was now indeed ſtrangely 
alter d, I mean the whole Maſs of Buildings, Ci- 
altogerher ; for as to the particular Part called 
the City, or within the Walls, that was not yet 
much infected; but in the whole, che Face of 
Things, I fay „ Was much alter d Sorrow and 
Sadneſs ſat upon every Face; and tho ſome Part 
were not yet overwhelm d, yet all look'd deeply con 
cern d; and as we ep apparently. ORE: | 
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ſo every one look'd on himſelf, and his Family, 


as in the utmoſt Danger: were it poſſible to repre- 


ſent thoſe Times exactly to thoſe that did not ſee 
them, and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror 


that every where preſented it ſelf, it muſt make 


juſt Impreſſions upon their Minds, and fill them 
with Surprize. London might well be ſaid to be 


all in Tears ; the Mourners did not go about the 
Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made 


2 formal Dreſs of Mourning for their neareſt 


Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly 
heard in the Streers ; the ſhriecks of Women and 
Children at the Windows, and Doors of their 
Houſes, where their deareſt Relations were, per- 
haps dying, or juſt dead, were fo frequent to be 


heard, as we paſſed the Streets, that it was e- 


peak preſenti gt. 


nough to pierce the ſtouteſt Heart in the World, 


to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were ſeen 
Almoſt in every Houſe, eſpecially in the firſt Part 


of the. Viſitation; for towards the latter End, 


Mens Hearts were hardned, and Death was ſo al- 


ways before their Eyes, that they did not ſo much 


concern themſelves for the Loſs of their Friends, 
expecting, that themſelves ſhould be ſummoned 
„% (D 
Buſineſs led me out ſometimes to the other 
End of the Town; even when the Sickneſs was 


chiefly there; and as the thing was new to me, 


as well as to every Body elſe, it was a moſt ſur- 


priſing thing, to. ſce thoſe Streets, which were u- 


ſually fo thronged, now grown deſolate, and ſo 
few People to be ſeen in them, that if I had been 


à Stranger, and at a Loſs for my Way, I might 


ſometimes have gone the Length of a whole Street, 
I mean of the by-Stteets, and ſee. no Body to di- 
rect me, except Watchmen, ſet at the Doors of 
ſuch Houſes as were ſhut up; of which I ſhall 
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One Day, being at that Fart of the Town, on 
ſome ſpecial Buſineſs, Curioſity led me to obſerve 
things more than uſually ; and indeed I walk'd a 
great Way where I had no Buſineſs ; I went up Hol- 

bourn, and there the Street was full of People; but 
they walk'd in the middle of the great Street, nei- 

ther on one Side or other, becauſe, as I ſuppoſe, 

they would not mingle with we Body that came 
out of Houſes, or meet with Smells and Scents 
from Houſes tha „ 
The Inns - of Court were all ſhut up; nor were 
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or 
Lincolns-Inn, or Greyes-Inn, to be ſeen there. Every 
Body was at peace, there was no Occaſion for 
Lawyers; beſides, it being in the Time of the Va- 

cation too, they were generally gone into the Coun- 
try. Whole Rows of Houſes in ſome Places, 
were ſhut cloſe up; the Inhabitants all fled, and 


as # + 


only a Watchman or two left. © 


t might be infected, 


” 
: : 


\ When I ſpeak of Rows of Houſes being ſhut 

up, 3 mean ſhut up by the Magiſtrates; 

dut that great Numbers of Petſons followed the 

Court, by the Neceſſity of their Employments, and 

| other Dependencies :” and as others retir'd, reallß 
frighted with the Diſtemper, it was'a mere deſo- 

lating of ſome of the Streets: But the Fright was 

not yet near ſo great in the City, abſtrafly ſo' 

, called; and particularly becauſe, tho they were 

a at firſt in a moſt inexpreſſible Conſternation, yet as 

. I have obſerv d, that the Diſtemper intermitted 

\ often at firſt; fo they were as it were, ' allarm'd, 

and unallarm'd again, and this ſeveral times, till 

t it began to be familiar to them; and that even, 

L when it appear'd violent, yet ſeeing it did not pre- 

h ſently ſpread into the City, or the Eaft and 

f South Parts, the People began to take Courage, 

1 and to be, as I may ſay, a little hardned ; It 
is true, 2 yaſt, many People. fled, as I have ob. 
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are a they were chiefly from the ti 80 
of the Town; 25 from that we call the Heart 
of the City, that is to ſay, | among the wealthieſt 
of the People ; ; and ſuch People as were unincum- 
bred with Trades and Buſineſs : Bur of the  reſl, 
the Generality ſtay d, and ſeem? d to. abide the | 
worlt : So that in the Place we call the Liberties, 
and in the Suburbs, i ** Nr 1 0 and in the Eaft 
Part, ſuch as Happing, Rat \ Retherbith and 
the like, the People fer ally 1 8 here 
and there a few wealthy Fam as above, 
did not depend upon theit Buſi | 
It mult not be forgot here, chat the 028 and Su- 
burbs were prodigiouſly full of of People, at the $54 
of this Vilitation, I mean, at the time that it be- 
gan; for tho I have liv d to ſee a farcbpr Encreaſe, 
and mighty Town of þ of People ſettling in Londot, 
more than ever, yet we had always 2 Notion, that 
the Numbers of People, which the Wars being o- 
ver, the Armies disbanded, and the Royal Zell 
and the Manarchy being reſtor'd, had I Aock'd * 
Loudon, to ſettle into Bufinels ; or to depend upon, 
and attend the Court for Rewards of Services, I ha 
terments, andthe lite, was ſach, that the 
was computed to have . a hundred 9 
ſand people more thau ever it held delore; nay, 
ſome took upon them to ſay, it had twice as ma- 
up, becauſe all the mind ilies ol the opal 
Party, flock'd hither: All the old Soldiers ſet up 
Trades here, and abundance of e | 
_ « here ; again, the Court brou dem 4 
great Flux of Pride, and new „ All Peo- 
/ ple were grown gay and luxurious; and the Joy 
a the * 3 had brought 2 vat I Fami- 
lies to 1 
l often thought, that as Jeruſalem was REY 
by the Romans, when the Jews were aſſembled to- 
ih to e the e by which means, 
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PLAGUE uy 


an petedlble Number of People were ſurpriz d 
there,” who would otherwiſe vi been ih other 
Countries: So the Plague entred London, when: * 
incredible Inereaſe of People, had happened oc 
caſionally, 'by the particular Circumſtances ore. 
nam d: As this Conflux of the People, to à youths 
ful and ay Court, made a great 1. rade in the 
City, elpecially in every thing that belong d ts 
Fallon and Finery; So it drew by Conſequence, 
a great Number of Work- men, Manufacturers, ard 
the like, being moſtly poor People, who depended 
upon their Labour, And! remember in partieular, 
that in a Repteſentat ol to my Lord Mayor, of 
the Condition of che Poor, it was eſtimated, that, 
there were no lefs than An * Hundred Thoufand 
Ribband Weavers in and about the City; the chie- 
feſt Number of whom, lived then in the Parifhes 
of Shoreditch, Stepney, JV hite ch el, and ee, ; 
that namely, tobe? Spittle-fiel ; that is to lay, 
as Sittle {i ds was IS xe for it was not. ſolarge 
as now, by one fifth Part. 
By this however, the Number of People in the 
whole may be judg'd of; and indeed, Toften won- 
dred, that after the prodic gious Numbers of Peo- 
ple that went away at iſ, there was yet ſo 
great a Multitude Weis appear'd there was. 
But I muſt { 80 back lein oF the Beginning 
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the 
People were wg they were enereas d ſtrangely 
by ſeveral odd Accidents, which put altogether, 
it was, 4. Fl 7 the whole Body of 'the 
People did not riſe, as one Man, and; abandon 
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as à Space of 
Ground deſigned, hy n for an Akeldama, 
doom'd to be deſtroy d from the Face of the 
Earth; "and that all that would. be Found io „ 
would petiſh with it. 1 ſhall Name but 4 1 
of 4 * but Fm OE were to; * un | 
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Ig the firit Place, a blazing Star or Comet äp- 
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ſparkling, or as others ſaid, nei and i 
that 


fierce and terrible, | tho at ad n 


ſegurg g the Giry. 
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pear d for ſeveral Months before the Plague, as 
there did the Year after another, 2 little before the 


Fire; the old Wamen, and che Phlegmatic Hy- 
 pocondriac Fart of the other Sex, who I could al- 


moſt call old James too, remark d (eſpecially after 
ward tho not, till both thoſeJudgments were over,) 


rhar tho two Comets pals d direaly; oper the 
City, and that ſo very near the Houles,” that ig 


was plain, they imparted ſomething peculiar to 
the City alone; that the Comer before the Peſti- 
lence, was of 2 faint, dull, lauguid Colour, and 
its Motion very heavy, ſolemn and flow ; But 
that the Comet before the Fire, was bright and 


1 ＋ 
29. 2 


ingly, One toretold a heavy judgment, hom but 
ſevere, terrible and frightful, as was the Plague 
But the other foretold a Stroak, ſudden, (wilt, and 


_ fiery as the Conflagration ; nay, ſo particular ſome 
People were, that as they lodk'd e 


mer preceding the Fire, they fancied char then dot 


ceive the Motion with their Eye, but even they 


heard it; that it made à ruſh 


ing might) -Noile, 


br 3 9 F 15 IT. "i 
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Derceivable, _ 


U [ſaw borh cheſe Stary; and I uſt conkels, had 
ſo much gf the common Notion of ſuch Things in 


. 


* 
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my Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as 


the Forerunners and Warnings of GodsJudgments ; 


and eſpecially when after the Plague had foo ed 


the firſt, Iyet ſaw another, of the like kind ; 1 
_— not but ay, Gog hag pot vet ſufficiently 
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But 1 cou 1 not a Si ſame Time carry- theſe 
hiog $ to the heighth that others did, knowing 
too, that natural Cauſes are aſſign d by the Aſtro- 
nomers for ſuch 'Thingss and that their Motions, | 
even.their Revolutions are calculated, or pre- 
Jed to b calculated ; To that they cannot be ſa 
perfectly call'd\ the Fi ore-runners, or Fore-tellers, 
much leſs the procurers of ſuch Eveuts,. a5 Peſti- 
lence, War, Fire, and the like. 
But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the 
Philoſophers be, -or have been what they Will, 
theſe. hings bad a more then ordinary Influence 
upon the Minds of the common People, and they 
had almoſt univerſal melancholly Apprehenſions 
of ſome greadtul Calamity and Judgment com- 
ing upon the City; and this principally from 
the Sight of this Comet, and the little Alarm 
that Was given in "December, by two e dying 
at St. Giles s, as above. 


The Apprehenfions of the  Peaple, | were lie- 


wiſe. ſtrangely encreas'd by the. Error of the 
Times; in which, I think, The People, from what 
Principle, cannot imagine, were more adicted 
to Propheſies, and Aſtrological Conjutations, 
Dreams, and old Wives Tales, than ever they 

were. before or 77 1 Whether this unhap 
Temper was original raiſed by the Follies - 
ſome People he got Money by it; that is to ſay, 
by printing Predictions, and rognoltications 1 
know. not; but certain it is, Book s frighted them 
terribly 3 ſuch as Zilh's Almanack, | Gadbury's A- 
logical- Predictions ; oor Robin's | Almanack and | 
the like; alſo ſeveral pretended: religious Books; 
one entituled, Come our of ber my People, leaſt you 
be partaker of her Plagues ; another call d, Fair Warn- 
ing 3 another, Britains Remembrancer, and many 
ſuch; all, or moſt Part of which, foretold dire&- 


| 1 or 9 N Ruin of the City; „ Na. ſome 


in London, fo thar the Living would not be able 
to bury. the Dead : Others ſaw Appatitions in 
rhe Air ; and I muſt be doe 'to ſay of both, 1 
hope with out breach of Chatity, that they heard 
Voices that never ſpake, and {aw Sights chat he- 


be gone, fot that there Could be Tuck u Pilidi 


— 


th LEAGUE : 27 | 
was really rum d wayward and poſſels d: And nq 


at the Clouds, ſaw Shapes and Figure Repre- 
ſencations and Appearances, which bad nothin ol 
in them, but Air and Vapour. Here they told 
us, they ſaw + Flaming:Sword 50 in a Hand, 
coming out of a * with int banging 
dire& ly. over. the City. There 5 1 ecs es, 
and Cothng in-the Air, curing fo. by buried, 
And there again, Heaps of dead 10 lying un- 
buried, and the like 15 as the Imagination of 
the poor terrify d e e ION * BAN 
ter 1 e upon. 1181 


8 9 ee kg s 1 5 5 
E 2 Battles, in the ge 1 
Kyes, the Exhalations Hie, 
e Fee, Cloud, x 


16604 fill chis Atecust with the ſtrange RY 
tions, ſuch People gave every Days 1 what they 
had ſeen ; and every dne was ſo poſitive of how 
having ſeen, what they pretended to ſee, that 
there was no contradicting them, without Breach 
of Friendſhip, or being accounted rude and uns 
mannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and im- 

enettable on the other. One time before the 

ague was begun, (otherwiſe than as I have ſaid 
in St. Giles's,) I think it was in March, ſeeing a 
Crowd of 21 in the Street, I join d with them 
to ſatisfy rioſity, and on them all ſtaring 
up into $54 Air, to to lee what 2 1 told arc | 
appeared plain to her, which was an Sagan 
in white,, with a fiery Sword in his Hand —— 
it, or brandithir it over his Head. 1. deſcrib- 
ed every Part of the Figure to the Life; thewd 
them the Motion, and the Form; and the poor 
People came into ir ſo ragerly, and with ſo 1 50 
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Readineſs; I E 8, 1 ſee it "all plainh, "TR * 
There's the 1 as So ant 4 99 5 be. * oi 
the Angel. aw his very Face, and 7 Br 
ont, Whar a 8500 Creature ke was! One faw 
one thing, and one another. I look'd as earneſtly 
as the reſt, but, perhaps, not with ſo mach Wil- 
lingneſs to be impos'd upon; and-I ſaid indeed, 
that I could for nothing, but a white Cloud, bright 
on one Side, By the ſhining of the Sun upon the 
other Part. The Woman endeavour'd to ſhew it 
me, but could not make me confeſs, that I ſaw it, 
which, indeed, if I had, I muſt have lied: But 
the Woman turning upon me, look d in my Face, 
aud fancied I laugh'd; in which her Imagination 
deceiv'd her too; for I really did not laugh, but 
was very ſeriouſly We how the poor People 
_ wereterrify'd, by the Force of their own Imagina- 
tion. However: ſhe turned from me, call d me 
prophane- Fellow, and a Scoffer ; told me; that it 
was a time of God's Anger, and dreadful Judg- 
ments were approaching; and that Deſpiſets, ſuch 
as}, ſhould wonder and periſh 65 
Traue People about her ſcæm'd diſguſted as well 
as ſhe; and I found there was no perſwading 
them, that I did not lau at them ; and that 1 
ſhould be rather mobb'd by them, than be able 
to undeceive them. So I left them ; and this Ap- 
5 7 paſs d for as real, as the ey: Star 
c 8 | 
Another Encounter Thad io ik, open Day 2; 
And this was in going thro" a narrow Paſſage 
from Petty France into Biſbopſgate Church Yard; by a 
Row of Alms-Houſes ; thereare.rwoChurch Yards 
ro Biſhopſgate Church, or Pariſh,; one we go'over 
to paſs from the Place call'd Petty-France1nto Bi- 
HopſgateStreet, coming our juſt by the Chuteh Door, 
the other is on the fide of the narrow . 
where the Alms- Houſes are on the left 3 2 
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mould come to be buried in that Church-Yard'; 
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Dwarf. wall with ' a Paliſadoe on jt, on the right 


Fc 


to r... ⅛˙54i ͤ hore: 
In this narrow Paſſage ſtands a Man looking 


_ thro' between the 'Paliſadoe's into the Burying 


Place; and as many People as the Narrowneſs of 
the Paſſage would admit to ſtop, without hindring 


the Paſſage of others; and he was talking mighty 


eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place, 


then do anorhe?, and affirming, ther he ſaw 2 
Ghoſt walking upon fuch a Grave Stone there; 


he deſcrib'd the Shape, the Poſture, and the Move- 
ment of it ſo exactly, that it was the greateſt Mat- 


ter of Amazement to him in the World, that every 


Body did not ſee it as well as he. On a ſudden 
he would ery, There it is : Now it comes this Way: 
Then, *Tis turn d back ; till at length he perſuaded - 


the People into ſo firm a Belief of it, that one fan- 


cied he ſaw it, and another fancied he ſaw it; 
and thus he came every Day making a ſtrange 


Hubbub, conſidering it was in fo narrow a Paſ- 


ſage, till. Biſhopſgate Clock ſtruck eleven; and then 
the Ghoſt would ſeem to ſtart; and as if he were 

call'd away, diſappear'd on a ſudden. 
I look'd earneſtly every way, and at the very 


Moment, that this Man directed, but could not 
ſee the leaſt Appearance of any thing; bur ſo po- 


ſitive was this poor man, that he gave the People 
the Vapours in abundance, and ſent them a- 
way trembling, and frighted ; till at length, few 
People, that knew of it, card to go thro' that 


Faſſage; and hardly any Body by Night, on any 


Account whatever. 


„This Ghoſt, as the poor Man afiirm'd, made 


Signs to the Houſes, and to the Ground, and to 


the People, plainly intimating, or elſe they ſo un- 
derſtanding it, that Abundance of the People, 


as 
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as indeed happen'd : But thar he ſaw ſuch Af. 
pects, I muſt acknowledg; I never believ d; nor 


| could I ſee any thing of it my ſelf; tho Ilook'd 


moſt earneſtly to ſee it, if poſſible. 
Theſe things ſerve to bew, how far the People 
were really overcome with Deluſions; and as 
they had-a. Notion of the Approach of a Vilita- 
tion, all their Predictions run upon a molt dread- 
ful Plague, which ſhould lay the whole City, and 
even the Kingdom waſte ; and ſhould deſtroy al- 
moſt all the Nation, both Man and Beaſt. 
_ To this, as Lſaid before, the Aſtrologers added 


Stories of the Conjunct ions of Planets in a malig- 


nant Manner, and with a miſchievous Influence ; 
one of which ConjunRions was to happen, and 


did happen, in October; and the other in Novem- 
ber; and they filled the Peoples Heads with Pre- 


dictions on theſe Signs of the Heavens, intimat- 
ing, that thoſe Conjunctions fortold Drought, Fa- 


mine, and Peſtilence; in the two firſt of them how- 


ever, they were entirely miſtaken, For we had no 


droughty Seaſon, but in the beginning of the Lear, 


a hard Froſt, which laſted from December almoſt 
to March; and after that moderate Weather, rather 
warm than hot, with refreſhing Winds, and in 
_thort, very ſeaſonable Weather; and allo. ſeveral 
very great Rains. ˙ WW 


Some Endeavors were uſed to ſuppreſs the 


Printing of ſuch Books as territy d the People, 
and to frighten the diſperſers of them, ſome of 


whom were taken up, but nothing was done in 


it, as I am inform'd ; The Government being un- 
willing to exaſperate the People, who were, as / 
may ſay, all out of their Wits alreadex. 


in their Sermons, rather ſank, than lifted up the 
Hearts of their Hearers; many of them no doubt 


Neither can I acquit thoſe Miniſters, 


did it for the ſtrengrhoing che Reſolation of, tho | 


People, 
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People; and eſpecially for quickning them to Re- 
pentance; but it certainly anſwer'd not their End, 
at leaſt not in Proportion to the injury it did ano- 
ther Way; and indeed, as God himſelf thro” the 
whole Scriptures, rather draws to him by-Invitati- 
ons, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives 
us by Terror and Amazement; So I muſt confeſs, 
I thought the Miniſters ſhould: have done alſo, 
imitating our bleſſed Lord and Maſter in this, that 
his whole Goſpel, is full of Declarations from 
Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readineſs to re- 
ceive Penitents, and forgive them ; complaining, 
ye will. not come unto me, that ye may have Life ; 
and that therefore, his Goſpel is called the Goſpel 
of Peace, and the Goſpel of Grace, _ 
But we had ſome good Men, and that of all 
Perſuaſions and Opinions, whoſe Diſcourſes were 
full of Torror ; who ſpoke nothing but diſmal 
Things; and as they brought the People e 
with N Bo of 55050 ſent em away in 5 
prophefying nothing but evil Tidings; terrifying 
the People with the Apprehenſions et being 8 | 
ly deſtroy d, not guiding them, at leaſt not enough, 
to Cry to Heaven for Mercy. * 
It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches 
among us in matters of Religion: Innumerable 
Sects, and Diviſions, and ſeperate Opinions pre- 
vail'd among the People; the Church of England 
was reſtor'd indeed with the Reſtoration of the 


Monarchy, about four Year before; but the Mi- 


niſters and Preachers of the Presbyterians, and 
Independants, and of all the other Sorts of Pro- 
feſſions, had begun to gather ſeperate Societies, 
and erect Altar againſt Altar, and all thoſe had 
their. Meetings for. Worſhip apart, as they have 
but not ſo. many then, the Diſſenters being not 
thorowly form'd into a Body as they are ſince, and 
thoſe Congregations which were thus gather d to- 
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gether, were yet but few; and even thofe 'tlizt 
were, the Government did not allow, but"'endea* 
vour'd to ſuppreſs them, and ſhut up their Meet 


/ 


4 * 
- 


ings. 3 N 
1 Bar the Viſitation reconcil'd them again, at 
leaſt for a Time, and many of the beſt and moſt 
valuable Miniſters and Preachers of the Diflen- 

ters, were ſuffer d to go into the Churches, where 
theIncumbents were fled away, as many were, not 

a an Long to ſtand it; and the People flockt with= 

5 put Diſtinction to hear them preach, not much in- 
F who or what Opinion they were of: But 
alter the Sickneſs was over, that Spirit of Charity 

abated, and every Church being again ſupply d 

with their own Miniſters, or others preſented, 

- where the Miniſter was dead, Things return d to 
F | Ukrr vid Clnkort agar. TIED. 

EE © OneMilſchief always introduces another: Theſe 
| Terrors and Apprehenſions of the People, led 
| 


them into a Thouſand weak, fooliſh, and wicked 

Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People 
really wicked, to encourage them to; and this 
| was running about to Fortune-rellers,Cunning-men, 
: and Aſtrologers, to know their Fortune, © or, as 
i tis vulgarly expreſs'd, to have their Fortunes told 
them, their Nativities calculated, and the like; 
T and this Folly, preſently made the Town ſwarm 
|; with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma- 
Þ gick, to the Black Art, as they call d it, and I know 
j not what; Nay, to a Thouſand worſe Dealings 
5 with the Devil, than they were really guilty of; and 
this Trade grew ſo open, and fo generally practi- 
| - Ted, that it became common to have Signs and 
* Inſcriptions fer up at Doors; here lives a For- 
j tune- teller; here lives an Aſtrologer; here you 
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like; 
and Fryar Bacons's Brazen- Head, which was the 
uſual Sign of theſe Peoples Dwellings, was * be 


5 1 
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go 


| 
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tea almoſt i in every Street, or elſe the Sign of Mo- 

ther Shipton, or of Merlins Head, and the like. 
With what blind, abſurd, ad ridiculous Stuff; 

theſe! Oracles of the Devil pleas' d and ſatisfy d 
the People, I really know not ; but certain it is; 
that innumerable Attendants crouded about their 
Doors every Day; and if but a grave Fellow in + 
a Velvet Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which 
was the Habit thoſe. Quack Conjurers generally 
went in, was but ſeen in the Streets, the People 
would follow them, in Crowds and ask them * 
ſtions, as they went along. | 

I need not mention, what a horrid Deluſion 
this was ot what it tended to; but there was 
ho Remedy for its till the Plague it ſelf put an 
End to it all; and I ſuppoſe, clear'd the Town of 
moſt of thoſe Calculators themſelves. One Miſ- 
chief was, that if the poor People ask'd theſe mock 
Aſtrologers, whether there wonld be a Plague, or 
no? they all agreed in the general to anſwer, Wes, 
tor that kept up their Trade ; and had the People 
not been kept in a Fright about that, the Wizards 
would preſently have been rendred uſelefs, and their 
Craft had been at an end: But they always tatked 
to them of ſuch and ſuch Influences of the Stars, 
of the Conjunct ions of ſuch and fuch Planets, 
which muſt neceſſarily bring Sickneſs and Diſtem- 
pers, and conſequently the Plague: And ſome had 
the Aſſurance to tell them, the Plague was begun 
already, which was too true, tho' they that faid lays 
knew 1 ot the Matter 

The Miniſters, to do them Juſtice, and Preachers 
of moſt Sorts, that were ſerious and underſtanding” 
Perſons, thundred againſt theſe, and other wicked 
ray and expoſed the Folly as well as the Wick 
neſs of them together; And the moſt ſober and 
udicious People deſpis'd. and abhor'd them: But 


I W 8 9 to make any e upon the 
oy midling 


: undone. ' And the like of Men-Servants- 5 


midling People, and the working labouring Poor; 
their Fears were predominant over all their Paſ- 
fions; and they threw away their Money in a moſt 
diſtracted Manner upon thoſe Whymſies. Maid-Ser- 
vants eſpecially and Men-Servants, were the chief 
of their Cuſtomers; and their Queſtion generally 
was, after the firſt demand of, Will there be a Plague? 

I ſay, the next Queſtion was, Oh, Sir ! For the Lord's 
Sake, what will become of me ? Will my Miſtreſs keep me, 
or will ſhe turn me off ? Will ſhe ſtay here, or will ſbe go 
into the Country? And if ſhe goes into the Country, will 

ſhe take me with her, or leave me here to be ſtarv'd-and | 
The Truth is, the Caſe of poor Servants was 
very diſmal, as I ſhall have occaſion to mention a- 
gain by and by; for it was apparent, a prodigious 

Number of them would be turn'd away, and it was 

ſo; and of them abundance periſhed ; and particu- 
ly of thoſe that theſe falſe Prophets had flattered 
. with Hopes, that they ſhould be continned in their 

Services, and carried with their Maſters and Mi- 
ſtreſſes into the Country; and had not publick 

Charity provided for theſe poor Creatures, whole 

Number was exceeding great, and in all Caſes of 

this Nature mult be fo, they would have been in 

the worſt Condition of any Peeple in the City. 

Theſe Things agitated the minds of the com- 
mon People for many Months, while the firſt Ap- 
prehenſions, were upon them; and while the Plague, 
was not, as I may ſay, yet broken out: But I mult 
alſo not forget, that the more ſerious Part of the 

Inhabitants behav'd after another Manner: The 

Government encouraged their Devotion, and ap- 

ointed publick Prayers, and Days of faſting and 

5 umiliation, to make publick Confeſſion of Sin, 
and implore the Mercy of God, to avert the dread: 
ful Jndgment, which hung over their Heads; and 
it is not to be expreſs d with what Alger the 
T | OE. People 
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people of all perſuaſions enbraced the Occaſion 3 


how they flock'd to the Churches and Meetings, 
and they were all ſo throng d, that there was often 


no coming near, no, not to the very Doors of the 


largeſt Churches; Alſo there were daily Prayers ap- 
pointed Morning and Evening at ſeveral Churches, 
and Days of private praying at other Places; at 
all which the People attended, I ſay, with an un- 
common Devotion : Several private Families alſo, 
as well of one Opinion as of another, kept Fa» 
mily. Faſts, to which they admitted their near Re- 


. lations only: So that in a Word, thoſe People, who 
were really ſerions and religious, apply'd them- 
ſelves in a truly Chriſtian Manner, to the proper 


Work of Repentance and. Humiliation, as a Chri- 


ſtian People ought to do. 


Again the publick ſhew'd, chat they would 


bear their Share in theſe Things; the very Court, 


which was then Gay and Luxurious, put on a 
Face of juſt Concern, for the publick N | 


All the Plays and Interludes, which after the 
ner of the French Court, had been ſet up, and be- 
gan to encreaſe among us, were forbid to Acc; 8 


the gaming Tables, publick dancing Rooms, and 


Mute Houſes which multiply d, and began to de: 


bauch the Manners of the People, were ſhut up 
and ſuppreſs d; and the Jack-puddings, Merry» 
andrews, Puppet-ſhows, Rope - dancers, and ſack 


like doings, which had bewitch'd the poor common 


People, ſhut up their Shops, finding indeed no 
Trade; for the Minds of the People, were agitated 
with other Things 3 and a kind of Sadneſs and 
Horror at theſe Things, ſat upon the Counrenances, 
even of the common People; Death was before 
their Eyes, and every Body began to think of their 
Graves, not of Mirth and Diverſions: © 
But even thoſe wholeſome Reflections, which 
rightly manag d, would have moſt happily led the 

ot De Peo- 
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„ Wuchs, © 
People to fall upon their Knees, make Confeſſion of 
their Sins, aud look up to their merciful Saviour 


for Pardon, imploreing his Compaſſion on them, 
in ſuch a 'Time of their Diſtreſs; by which, we 


| might have been as a ſecond Nineveb, had à quits 
. contrary Extreme in the common People; who 1g- 


norant and ſtupid in their Reflections, as they were 
brutiſhly wicked and thoughtleſs before, were 
now led by their Fright to extremes of Folly ; and 
as I have ſaid before, that they ran to Conjurers 
and Witches, and all Sorts of Decievers, ro know 
what ſhould become of them ; who fed. their Fears, 
and kept them always alarm'd, and awake, on 


purpoſe to delude them, and pick their Pockets: 


So, they were as mad, upon their running after 


Quacks, and Mountebanks, and every practiſing 


old Woman, for Medicines and Remedies; ſtore- 
ing themſelves with ſuch Multitudes of Pills, Po- 
tions, and Preſervatives, as they were call'd ; that 
they not only ſpent their Money, but even poiſon'd 
themſelves before-hand, for fear of the Poiſon of 
the Infection, and prepar'd their Bodies for the 


Plague, inſtead of preſerving them againſt it. On 


the other Hand, it is incredible, and ſcarce to be 
imagin'd, how the Poſts of Houſes, and Corners 
of Streets were plaſter'd over with Doctors Bills, 
and Papers of ignorant Fellows; quacking and 
tampering in Phyſick, and inviting the People to 
come to them for Remedies; which was generally 
ſet off, with ſuch flouriſhes as theſe, (vix.) I N- 
FALLIBLE preventive Pills againſt the Plague- 
NEVER-FAILING Preſervatives againſt the 
Infection. SOVERAIGN Cordials againſt 


the Corruption of the Air. EXACT Regu- 


lations for the Conduct of the Body, in Caſe of 
an Infection: Antipeſtilential Pills. INCO MPA- 
RABLE Drink againſt the Plague, never found 

Tb Lot STE Bos | oi ONT 
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out biene An UNIVERSAL Remedy for 
the Plague. The ONLY-TRUE Plague-Wa- 
ter. The ROYAL-ANTIDOTE againt 
all Kinds of Infection; and ſuch a Number more 
that I cannot reckon up; and it I could, would : 
fiill a Book of themſelves to ſot them down. 
Others ſet up Bills, to ſummons People to their 
| Lodgings for Dire&ions and Advice in the Caſe of 
Infection: "Theſe had {pacious Titles alſo, ſuch a as 


thele, SU 


An eminent High- Dutch Phyſician newly e come over 
from Holland, here. he refided during all the Time 
of the great Plague, laſt Tear, in Amſterdam; and 

| cured multitudes of People, that attualy bad the 

Plague upon them. | 

An Italian Gentlewoman. juſt arrived from Naples, 
having a choice Secret to prevent Infection, which 
ſhe found out by her great Experience, and did won» © 
* derful Cures with it in the late Plague there; 3 

- wherein there died 20000 in one Day. 

As antient Gentlewoman having practiſed, with great 
Succeſs, in the late Plague in this City, Anno 1636, 
gives her advice only to the Female Sex. To be 

pole with, &c. | 
= experienc'd Phyſician, who 5 FOR ſtudied the 

the Dofrine of Anti dotes againſt all Sorts of Poi- 
8 for and Infeftion, has after 40 Tears Practiſe, ar- 

. rived to ſuch Skill, as may, with God's Bleſſing, 
direct Perſons how to prevent their being touch d 
by any Contagious Diſtemper A He . 

. the Voor gratis. - 5 


A rake notice of theſe Fs way of Specimen's 1 1 
could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and 
yet have abundance left behind. Tis ſufficient 


rom theſe do appriſe any one, of the Humour of 
924 a | thoſe 
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| thoſe Times; and how a Set of Thieves and Picks 
pockets, not only robb'd and cheated the poor Peo- 


ple of their Money, but poiſoned their Bodies 


with odious and fatal preparations; ſome with 


Mercury, and ſome with other-things as vad, part 


fectly remote from the Thing pretended to; and 
rather hurtful than ſervicable to the Body in caſe 


an Infection followed. 1 

Io cannot omit a Subtilty of one of thoſe Quack - 
operators, with which he gull'd the poor People 
to croud about him, but did nothing for them with- 
out Money. - He had it ſeems, added to his Bills, 
which he gave about the Streets, this Advertiſe- 


ment in Capital Letters, (viz,) He gives Advice io 


the Poor for nothing. | RT oe hr. 
Abundance of poor People came to him according- 
ly, to. whom he made a great many fine Speeches; 
examin'd them of the State of their Health, and 
of the Conſtitution of their Bodies, and told them 
many good things for them to do, which were of no 
great Moment: But the Iflue and Concluſion of all 
was, that he had a preparation, which if they 
took ſuch a Quantity, of, every Morning, he would 
pawn his Life, they ſhould never have the Plague, 


no, tho' they lived in the Houſe with People that 


were infected: This made the People all reſolve 
to have it; But then the Price of that was ſo much, 


I think twas half-a-:Crown: But, Sir, ſays one poor 


Woman, I am a poor Alms-Woman, and am kept by 
the Pariſh, and your Bills ſay, you give the. Poor 
your help for nothing. Ay, good Woman, ſays 
the Docter, ſo I do, as I publiſh'd there. I give 
my Advice to the Poor for nothing ; but not my 
Phyſick, Alas, Sir! ſays ſhe, that is a Snare laid 
for the Poor then; for you give them your Ad- 
vice for nothing, that is to ſay, yon adviſe them 
gratis, to buy your Phyſick for their Money ; ſo 
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does every Shop- keeper with his Wares. Here the 
Woman began to give him ill Words, and ſtood at 
his Door all that Day, telling her Tale to all the 
People that came, till the Doctor finding the turn d 
away his Cuſtomers 3 was oblig'd to call her up 
Stairs again, and give her his Box of Phyſick for 
nothing, which, perhaps too was good for nothing 
when ſhe had it. | W ha 

But to return to the people, whoſe Confuſions 


fitted them to be impos'd upon by all Serts of 


Pretenders, and by every Mountebank. 'There is 
no doubt, bur theſe quacking Sort of Fellows rais'd 
great gains out of the miſerable People; for we 

daily found, the Crouds that ran after them were in- 
finitely greater, and their Doors were more throng- 
ed than thoſe of Dr. Brooks, Dr. Upton, Dr. Hodges, 
Dr. Berwick, or any, tho the moſt famous Men of 
the Time: And I was told; that ſome of them got 

five Pound a Day by their Phyſick. = gs 
But there was ſtill another Madneſs beyond all 
this, which may ſerve to give an Idea of the di- 
ſtrated humour of the poor People at that Time; 
and this was their following a worſe Sort of 
Deceivers than any of theſe; for theſe petty Thieves 
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get 
their Money; in which their Wickedneſs, whate- 
ver it wat, lay chiefly on the Side of the Decei- 


ver's deceiving, not upon the Deceived : But in 


this Part I am going co mention, it lay chiefly in 
the People deceiv'd, or equally in both ; and this 
was in wearing Charms, Philters, Exorciſms, A- 
mulets, and I know not what Preparations, to for- 
tify the Body with them againſt the Plague; as if 
the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind 
of a Poſſeſſion of an evil Spirit; and that it was to 
be kept off with Croflings, Signs of the Zodiac, 
Papers tied up with ſo many Knots ; and certain 
Words, or Figures ins on them, as particujar- 
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I might ſpend a great Jeal of Time; in my —— 


clamations againſt the Follies, and indeed Wick- 

ednels of thoſe things, in a Time of ſuch Danger, 
in a matter of ſuch Conſequences as this, of 2 
National Infection, But my Memorandums of theſe 


things relate rather to take notice only of the FaR, | 
and mention that it was ſo: How the poor People 
found the Inſufficiency of thoſe things, WR an how 
many of them were afterwards carried away in 
rhe Dead Carts, and thrown into the common 
Graves of every Pariſh, with theſe helliſn Charms 
and Trumpery hanging about their. Necks, * 


mains to be ſpoken of as we go along. 


All this was the Effect of the Hurry the "re 
were in, after the firſt Notipn of the Plague be- 
ing at hand was among them: And which may. 
be ſaid to be from about Michaelmas 1664, but 
more particularly after the two Men died in St 
_ Giles's, in the Beginning of, December. And a- 
_ gal, after another Alarm in February ;. for when 
the Plague evidently. ſpread it ſelf, they ſoon be- 


gan to ke the Folly of truſting to thoſe unper- 
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way; namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not 


knowing what Courſe to take, or what to do, 


either to help or relieve themſelves; but they ran 
about from one Neighbours Houſe to another; 


and even in the Streets, from one Door to another 
with repeated Cries, of, Lord have Mercy upon us, 


what ſhall we dot | 


Indeed, the poor People were to be pity'd in one 


particular Thing, in which they had little or no 


Relief, and which I Deſite to mention with a ſeri- 
ous Awe and Reflection; which perhaps, every 


one that reads this, may not reliſh ; Namely, that 
whereas Death now began not, as we may ſay, to 
hover over every ones Head only, bur to look in- 
to their Houſes, and Chambers, and ſtare in their 


Faces: Tho' there might be ſome ſtupidity, and 
dullneſs of the Mind, and there was ſo, a great 


deal; yet, there was a great deal of juſt Alarm, 


ſounded into the very inmoſt Soul; if I may ſo ſay 
of others: Many Conſciences were awakened ; | 


many hard Hearts melted into Tears; many a peni- 


tent Confeſſion was made of Crimes long concealed : 
would wound the Souls of any Chriſtian, to have 
heard the dying Groans of many a deſpairing Cre 
ture, and none durſt come near to comfort them 
Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was then con 
feſt aloud, and no Body ſurviving to Record the + 
Accounts of ir. People might be heard even into the 


Streets as we paſs'd along, calling upon God forMer- 


cy, thro Jeſus Chriſt, and ſaying, I have been a Thief, 


I have been an Adulterer, I have been a Murderer, 


and the like ; and none durſt ſtop to make the leaſt 
Inquiry into ſuch Things, or to adminiſter Com- 
tort to the poor Creatures, that in the Anguiſh both _ 
of Soul and Body thus cry d out. Some of the 
Miniſters did Viſit the Sick at firſt, and for a lit- 
tle while, but it was not to be done; it ne 5 
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Money, and then their Fears work'd another 
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have been preſent Death, to have gone into ſome 
Houſes : The very buryers of the Dead, who were 
the hardnedeſt Creatures in Town, were ſome- 
times beaten back, and ſo terrify'd, that they durſt 
not go into Houſes, where the whole Families were 
ſwept away together, and where the Circumſtan- 
ces were more particularly horrible as ſome were ; 
but this was indeed, at the firſt Heat of the Di- 
—! V d Ht 
Time enur d them to it all; and they ventured 
every where afterwards, without Heſitation, as I 
Occaſion to mention at large hereafter. - ... 
I am ſuppoſing now, the Plague to be begun, as 
I have ſaid, and that the Magiſtrates begun to 
take the Condition of the People, into their ſerious 
Conſideration; what they did as to the Regula- 
tion of the Inhabitants, and of infected Families. 
I ſhall ſpeak to by it ſelf; but as to the Affair 
of Health, it is proper to mention it here, that 
having ſeen the fooliſh Humour of the People, in 
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks, Wizards, 
and Fortune- tellers, which they did as above, even 
to Madneſs. The Lord Mayor, a very ſober and 
religious Gentleman appointed Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons for Relief ot the poor; I mean, the diſeaſ- 
ed poor; and in particular, order d the College of 
Phyficians to publiſh Directions for cheap Reme- 
dies, for the Poor, in all the Circumſtances of the 
Diſtemper. This indeed was one of the moſt 
charitable and judicious Things that could be 
done at that Time; for this drove the People from 
haunting the Doors of every Diſperſer of Bills; and 
from taking down blindly, and without Conſidera- 
tion, Poiſon for Phyſick, and Death inſtead of Life. 
This Direction of the Phyſicians was done by 
2 Conſultation of the whole College, and as it was 
particularly calculated for the uſe of the Poor; 
and for cheap Medicines it was made publick, 


ſo 


ſo that every Body might ſee it; and Copies 


need not give the Reader of this, the Trouble 


the Violence of the Diſtemper, when it came to 
its Extremity, was like the Fire the next Tear; 
The Fire which conſumed what the Plague could 
not touch, defy'd all the Application of Remedies, 
the Fire Engines were broken, the Buckets thrown 


away; and the Power of Man was baffled, and 


brought to an End; fo the Plague defied all Medi- 
cince; the very Phyſicians were ſeized with it 
with their Preſervatives in their Mouths; wh 
Men went about [preſcribing to others and tel- 
ling rhem what to do, till the Tokens were up- 


even ſome of them the, moſt eminent ; and of 
ſeveral of the moſt skilful Surgeons; Abundance' 


their own Medicines, which they muſt needs 


Thieves, to have run away, ſenfible of their 
| Guilt, from the Juſtice that they could not 


they had deſerved. 


Not that it is any Derogation from the La- 


fell in the common Calamity; nor is it ſo in- 
tended by_me; it rather is to their Praiſe, that 
they ventured their Lives ſo far as even to loſe 
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were given gratis to all that deſired it: But as 
it is publick, and to be ſeen on all . Occaſions, I - 


7 
1 
; 


of . % 66 . F 
1 ſhall not be ſuppoſed to leſſen the Authority 
| or Capacity of the Phyſicians, when, I ſay, that 


on them, and they dropt down dead, deſtroyed 
by that very Enemy, they dire d others to op- 
Poſe. This was the Caſe of ſeveral Phyſicians, 
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to truſt to 
be conſcious to themſelves, were good for no- 
_ ; and who rather ought, like other Sorts 
but expect ſhould puniſh them, as they knew | 


bour, or Application of the Phyſicans, to ſay, they 
them in the Service of Mankind; They endeavou- 


red to do good; and to ſave the Lives of others, But 
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44 ME MOR gf 
we were not to expect, that the Phyſicians could 
ſtop God's Judgments, or prevent a Diſtemper 
eminently armed from Heaven, from executing 
the Errand it was ſent about. 


* FT 5 
| 
j 


Doubtleſs, the Phyſicians aſſiſted many by their al 
Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications, th 
to the ſaving of their Lives, and reſtoring their fu 

Health: But it is no leſſening their Character, or Sh 
their Skill, to ſay, they could not cure thoſe that th 


had the Tokens upon them, or thoſe who were 
mortally infected before the Phyſicians were ſent 
for, as was frequently the Caſmme. 
It remains to mention now what publick 
Meaſures were taken by the Magiſtrates for the 
general Safety, and to prevent the ſpreading 
of the Diſtemper, when it firſt broke out: I 
ſhall have frequent Occaſion to ſpeak of their 
Prudence of the Magiſtrates, their Charity, the 
Vigilance for the Poor, and for preſerving good 
Order; furniſhipg Proviſions, and the like, when 
the Plague was encreafed, as it fterwards was 
But I am now upon the Order and Regulations 
they publiſned for the Government of infected 
Families, C IN WORN 
Il mention'd above ſhutting of Houſes up; and 
it is needful to ſay ſomething particularly to 
that ; for this Part of the Hiſtory of the Plague 
is very melancholy ; but the moſt grievous Story 
muſt be told. SLE e TE OT. = 
About June the Lord Mayor of London, and 
the Court of Aldermen, as I have ſaid, began 
more, particularly to concern themſelves for the 
Regulation of the City. nn hg 2 
+ The Juſtices of Peace for Middleſex, oy Directi- 
on of the Secretary of State, had begun to ſhut 
up Houſes in the Pariſhes of St. Giles's in the Fields, 
St. Martins, St. Clement Danes, &c. and it was with 
good Succeſs ;- for in ſeveral Streets, where the 
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plague broke out, upon ſtrict guarding the Houſes 
thar wht infected, and taking Care to bury thoſe 
that died, immedaatly after they were known to 
be dead, the Plague ceaſed in thoſe Streets, It was 
alſo obſerv'd, that the Plague decreas'd ſooner in 
thoſe Pariſhes, after they had been viſited to the 
full, than it did in the Pariſhes of Biſpopſgate, 
Shoreditch, Aldgate. W hite-Chappel, Stepney, and o- 
| thers, the early Care taken in that Manner, being 
a great means to the putting a Cheque to it. 

This ſnutting up of Houſes was a method firſt 
taken, as I underſtand, in the Plague, which 
happened in 1603, at the Coming of King 
James the Firſt to the Crown, and the Power of 
ſhutting People up in their own Houſes, was 
granted by Act of Parliament, entitled, An A# 
for the charitable Relief and Ordering of Perſons in- 
feted with the Plague. On which Act of Parlia- 
ment, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the 
City of London, founded the Order they made at 
this Time, and which took Place the 1ſt of Fly 
1665, When the Numbers infected within the Ci- 
ty, were but few, the laſt Bill for the 92 Pariſhes 
being but four; and ſome Houſes having been 
ſhut up in the City, and ſome ſick People being 
removed to the Peſt-Houſe beyond Bunhill-Fields, 
in the Way to Iſlington ; I ſay, by theſe Means, 
when there died near one thouſand a Week in the 
Whole, the Number in the City was but 28, 
and the City was preſerv'd more healthy in Pro- 
portion, than any other Places all the Time of 
the Infection. V 

Theſe Orders of my Lord Mayor's were pub- 
liſh'd, as I have ſaid, the latter End of June, and 
took Place from the firſt of Fuly, and were as 
follows; (n.,. | 55 
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1665. 1 
6 HEREAS in the Reign of our late 
c Sovereign King Fames, of happy Me- 
« Y mory, an Act was made for the chari- 
« table Relief and ordering of Perſons infected with 
the Plague; whereby Authority was given to ſu- 
© ſtices of the Peace, Mayors, Bayliffs and other 
head Officers, to apppint within their ſeveral 
Limits, Examiners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keep- 
© ers, and Buriers for the Perſons and Places in- 
« fected, and to miniſter unto them Oaths for the 
© Performance of their Offices. And the ſame Sta- 
s tute did alſo authorize the giving of other Di- 
© rections, as unto them for the preſent Neceſſity 
<ſhould ſeem good in their Diſcretions. It is now 
upon ſpecial Conſideration, thought very ex- 
« pedient for preventing and avoiding of Infection 
© of Sickneſs (if 1t ſhall fo pleaſe Almighty God 
© that theſe Officers following be appointed, and 
© theſe Orders hereafter anky obſerved. 
Examiners to be appointed in every Pariſh. 
IRS J, It is thought requiſite, and ſo or- 
dered, that in every Pariſh there be one, 
two, or more Perſons of good Sort and Credit, 
© choſen and appointed by the Alderman, his 
Deputy, and common-Council of every Ward, 
by the Name of Examiners, to continue in that 
Office the Space of two Monrhs at leaft: And 
*if any fit Perſonſo appointed, ſhall _—_ to - 
VVV * derta 
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« dertake the ſame, the {aid parties ſo refuſing, to 
be committed to Priſon until they ſhall con- 
form themſelves accordingly. „„ 

S he En ners Office... ... 
<JHAT theſe Examiners be ſworn by the Al- 
« | dermen, to enquire and learn from time to 
time what Houſes in every Pariſh be Viſited, and 
what Perſons be Sick, and of what Diſeaſes, as 
© near as they can inform themſelves ; and upon 
doubt in that Caſe, to command Reſtraint of Ac- 
© ceſs, until it appear what the Diſeaſe ſhall prove: 
And if they find any Perſon ſick of the Infection, 
© to give order to the Conſtable that the Houſe be 
© ſhut up; and if the Conſtable ſhall be found Re- 
© miſs or Negligent, to give preſent Notice there- 
of to the Alderman of the Ward, 


1 = Watchmen. 


HAT to every infected Houſe there be ap- 
p pointed two Watchmen, one for every Day, 
and the other for the Night: And that theſe 
Watchmen have a ſpecial care that no Perſon go 
in or out of ſuch infected Houſes, whereof they 
* have the Charge, upon pain of ſevere Puniſh- 
ment. And the ſaid Watchman to do ſuch fur- 
* ther Offices as the ſick Houſe ſhall need and re- 
quire: and if the Watchmen be ſent upon any = 
* Buſineſs, to lock up the Houſe, and take the Key 
© with him: And the Watchman by Day to attend 
* until] ten of the Clock at Night: And the Watch- 
man by Night. untill ſix in the Morning. 
5 % ͤ˖ĩ˙ » Re 
: 'F HAT there be a ſpecial care to 1 
1 Women-Searchers in every Pariſh, ſuch as 
are of honeſt Reputation, and of the beſt Sort as 
can be got in this kind: And theſe to be ſworn N 
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48 
| * make due Search, and true Report to the utmoſt of 
| * their Knowledge, whether the Perſons whoſe Bo- 
dies they are appointed to Search, do die of rhe In- 
1 I * fetion, or of what other Diſeaſes, as near as they 
| © can. And that the Phyſicians who ſhall beappoint- 
8 - 5 
| 


© ed for Cure and Prevention of the Infection, do call 
© before them the ſaid Searchers, who are, or ſhall be 
© appointed for the ſeveral Pariſhes under their reſ- 
pecti ve Cares; to the end they may conſider, whether 
© they are fitly qualified for that Employment; and 
© charge them from time to time as they ſhall ſee 
© Caufe, if they appear defective in their Duties. 
That no Searcher during this time of Viſitation, 
© be permitted to uſe any publick Work or Employ- 
ment, or keep any Shop or Stall, or be employed 
as 4 Landreſs, or in any other common Employ- 
* ment whatſoevers 335500 
Cbirurgeont. 


1 


NNO better aſſiſtance of the Searchers, for as 


I muchas there hath been heretofore great abuſe 
© in miſreporting the Diſeaſe, to the further ſpread- 
© ing of the Infection: It is therefore ofdered, that 

there be choſen and appointed able and diſeteet 

' © Chirurgeons, beſides thoſe that do already belong 
© to the Peſt- Houſe : Amongſt whom the City and Li- 

© berties to be quartered as the places lie moſt apt 
© and convenient ; and every of 'theſe to have one 
Quarter for his Limit: and the ſaid Chirurgeons in 
every of their Limits to join with the Searchers for 
© the View of the Body, to the end there may be a 
true Report made of the Diſeaſe. * 18 


And further, that the ſaid Chirurgeons ſhall viſit 


© and ſearch ſuch like Perfons as ſhall either ſend for 
© them, or be named and directed unto them, by the 


© Examiners of every Pariſh, and inform themſelves 


- of the Diſeaſe of the ſaid Parties: 
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And foraſmuch as the {aid Chirurgeons are to be 
ſequeſtred from all other Cures, and kept only to 
* this Diſeaſe of the Infection; It is order d, That | 
| © every of the ſaid Chirurgeons ſhall have Twelve- 
* pence a Body ſearched by them, to be paid out of 
the Goods of the Party ſearched, if he be able, or 
| © otherwiſe by the Paridh. e 5 
IF any Nurſe-keeper ſhall remove her ſelf out of 
any infected Houle before twenty eight Days al 
ter the Deceaſe of any Perſon dying of the Infe&i= 
on, the Houſe to which the ſaid Nurſe-keeper doth ; 
| © ſoremove her ſelf, ſhall be ſhut up until the ſaid 
twenty eight Days be expired. 


c 
8 
6 
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OxDeRs concerning infected Houſes, and 
| Perſons ſick of the Plague. 

| | | Niticeto be given of the Sickneſs. 855 : 15 : 

= Maſter of every Houſe, as ſoon as any 

k one in his Houſe complaineth,cither of Botch, 

or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his Body, or 

falleth otherwiſe dangerouſly Sick, without appa- 

rent Cauſe of ſome other Diſeaſe, ſhall give know 

edge thereof to the Examiner of Health, within 

two Hours after the ſaid Sign ſhall appear. 
2 Sequeſtration of the St. 

; \ Sſoon as any Man ſhall be found by this Exa- 

. miner, Chirurgeon or Searcher to be fick of |: 

the Plague, he ſhall the ſame Night be ſequeſtred 

in the ſame Houſe, and in caſe he be ſo ſequeſtred, 

then, though he afterwards die not, the Houſe | 

wherein he ſickned, 28 be ſhut n * 
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© after the uſe of the due Preſeryatives taken by the 
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CCC 

« F O R Sequeſtration of the Goods and Stuff of 
© | the Infection, their Bedding, and Apparel, and 
© Hangings of Chambers, muſt be well aired with 
Fire, and ſuch Perfumes as are requiſite within the 
© infeted Houle, before they be taken again to uſe : 
© Thisto be done by the Appoiatmenc ot theExami- 


which 


ner. | 3 
. Shutting up of the Houſe. 
6 Tf any Perſon ſhall have viſited any Man, known to © 
I be infected of the Plague, or centred willingly in- th 
© to any known infected Houſe, being not allowed: 1 
The Houſe wherein he inhabiteth, ſhall be ſhut up To 
© for certain Days by the Examiners Direction. in 
N une to be removed out of infected Houſes, but, 8c. | Cc 
© I TEM, Thar none be remov'd out of the Houſe Ml *! 
L where he falleth ſick of the Infection, into any ria 
* other Houſe in the City, (except it be to the Peſt- th 
_ © Houſe or a Tent, or unto ſome ſuch Houſe, which 
the Owner of the ſaid vilited Houſe holdeth in his 
oven Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants) 67 
and ſo as Security be given to the Pariſh, whither e 
* ſuch Remove is made; that the Attendance and 1 
* Charge about the ſaid viſited Perſons ſhall be ob- 4 
- © ſerved and charged in all the Particularities before pan 
" expreſſed, without any Coſt of that Pariſn, to which 0 l 
* any ſuch Remove hall happen to be made, and this I 0 : 
Remove to be done by Night: And it ſhall be law- 8985 
ful to any Perſon that hath two Houſes, to remove JI 8 
* either his ſound or his infected People to his ſpare or 4 
* Houſe at his choice, ſo as if he ſend away firſi . An q 
© his Sound, he not after ſend thither the Sick, nor | Bed, 
Again unto the Sick the Sound. And that the ſame Wc. f 


ex Cd Cd g - WY aw vs * 


*— 
Py 


＋ Od 


„ R . * ” - VU RET of , 
/ 6 1 J 17 5 - 4 9 3 ; 
23S : 6.5 ; . At; 7 £ 
F4 £ 8 4 _ 


t which he ſendeth, be for ohe Week at the leaſt 
© ſhut up, and ſecluded from Company, for fear of 
* ſome Infection, at the firſt not appearing. _ 
HA the Buriat of the Dead by thisVifita- 
Sor tion, be at moſt convenient Hours, always ei- 
| © ther before Sun- riſing, or after Sun-ferting, with 
the Privity of the Church-wardens or Conſtable; 
and not otherwiſe ; and that no Neighbours nor 
* Friends be ſuffered to accompany the Corps to 
Church, or to enter the Houle viſited, upon pair 
of having his Houſe ſhut up, or be impriſoned. 

And that no Corps dying of Infed ion ſhall be bu- 
*ried, or remain in any Chureh in time of Com- 
mon- Prayer, Sermon, or Lecture. And that no 
Children be ſuffered at time of burial of any Corps 
in any Chufch, Chutch- yard, or Burying- place td 
come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. And that 
*all the Graves ſhall be at leaſt fix Foot deep. 
And further, all publick Aſſemblies at other Bu- 
rials are to be forborn during the Cont inuanee of 
this Viſitation e 

W infected Stuff to be uttered. 

HAT no Clothes, Stuff, Bedding or Garments 
1 be ſuffered to be carried or conveyed out of 5 
any infected Houſes, and that the Criers and Carri- 

ers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel to be ſold or 
pauned, be utterly prohibited and reſtrained, and 
no Brokers of Bedding or old Apparel be permitted 

to make any outward Shew, or hang forth on their 


* 


( 
* 


0 
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Stalls,Shopboards ot Windows towards any Street 
Lane, Common- way or Paſfage, any old Bedding 


or Apparel to be fold, upon pain of Impriſonmen s- 


And if any Broker or other Perfon ſhall buyaunx 
Bedding, Apparel, or other Stuff out of any infet- 
ed Houſe, wirhin two Months after the infection 

„ Ez * hath 
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hath been there, his Houſe ſhall be ſhut up as In- 
* feed, and ſo ſhall continue thut up twenty Days 


at the leaf. . e OR 
Mo Perſon to be conveyed out of any infected Houſe, 

IF anyPerſon viſited do fortune by negligent looł- 
© | ing unto, or by any other Means, to come, or 
© be conveyed from a Place infected, to any other 
Pace thePariſh fromwhence ſuchParty hath come 
© or been conveyed, upon notice thereot given, ſhall 
at their Charge cauſe the ſaid Party ſo viſited and 
* eſcaped, to be carried and brought back again by 
Night, and the Parties in this caſe offending, to be 
© puniſhed at the Direction of the Alderman of the 
Ward; and the Houſe of the Receiver of ſuch viſi- 

© red Perſon, to be ſhut up for twenty Days. 

bh Every vifited Houſe to be marked. 
3 1 every Houſe viſited, be marked witha 
5 red Croſs ofa Foot long, in the middle of the | 
Door, evident to be ſeen, and with theſe uſual 
printed Words, that is to ſay, Lord have Mercy upon 
us, to be ſet eloſe over the ſame Croſs, there to 
_ * continue until lawful opening of the ſame Houſe. 

Every vifited Houſe to be watched. 

*FT"HAT the Conſtables ſee every Houſe ſhut up, 
I and to be attended with Watchmen, which 
may keep them in, and miniſter Neceſſaries unto 
them at their own Charges (if they be able, )or at 
the common Ciarge, if they be unable: The ſhut- 


ting up to be for the ſpace of four Weeks after *r 

"= he where... EEE "£7730 K 

That preeiſe Order be taken that the Searchers, J 

* Chirurgeons, Keepers and Buriers are not to pals 

© the Streets without holding a red Rod or Wand of ; * 

three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and evi : - 
. Ut 


dent to be ſeen, and are not to go into any 5 


VE „ 
£ Houſe PE into 4 xbeie own, or into that whereunts 

they are directed or ſent for; but to forbear and ab- 
* ſtain from Company, eſpecially When they have 
c been en lately oledin yh ſuch en or 172 7 
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1 AT Whew feveral Inmates: are in one and 
the ſame Houſe, and any Perſon in that Houſe 
happens to be Infected; no other Perſon of Fa- 
* mily. of ſuch Houſe ball. be ſuffered to remove 
© him or themſelves, without a: Certificate from the 
* Examiners of Health of that Pariſh ; or in default 
© thereof, the Houle whither he or they ſo remove, 
* ſhall be ſhut * as in caſe of Viſi itation. . ee 


"HAT care 5 taken of Herkne y-Coach- men, 

that they may not( as ſome of ho have been 

cobſirted to do) after carrying of infected Perſons to 

© the Peſt-Houſe, and other Places, be admitted to 

common uſe, till their Coaches be well aired, and 

* have ſtood unemploy d by the opare 7 $45 or fix 
© Days after ſuch Service. 


e eee 
Ox D Bs for cleanſing and keeping of the | 


Streets Sweet. 


De Streets to be kept clean. 


RST. it is thought neceſſary, and ſo Pr np 8 <. 


ed, that every Houſholder do cauſe the Street 
* ro be daily prepared before his Door, and lo 80 8 
g 5 it clean ſwept all the Week long. 8255 


har Rakers rake it from out the Houſes. 


IAT the Sweeping and Filth of Houſes be 
daily carry'd away by the Rakers, and that 


' the Raker ſhall give notice of his — by the 
E 3 * blowing | 


"OS, 


FI 


54 WU work 
© the blowing of A om: a NS n 
-7Þ done. e 
: _ Layflalls to be made 0 of 19 7 the Cin. 
"HAT the Layſtalls be removed as far as may 
be out of the City, and common Paſſages, 


al that no Nightman or other be ſuffered toem- 
| pty a Vault i 19 5 any ( Garden near about the City. 


| mo” „„ 


"H. en, that no \tinking 
Fiſh, or unwholeſome leſh, or muſty 4 


ö « fered to be fold about. the City, * move of 
the ſame, 
< That the Brewers ind Tipplin hof be Jook- 
ed unto, for muſty and unwholſome Casks. 
That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeogs, or 
6 Conies, be ſuffered to be kept within any part of 
* the City, or any Swine to be, or ſtray in the 
gtreets or Lanes, but that ſuch Swine be impound- 
© ed by the Beadle or any other Officer, and the 
* Owner puniſhed according to Act of Common- 
Council, and that the Dogs be killed * the 
e Dog-killers e Toy a Oe” K 


4 5 | 


_ RH CSV HERNE eee 


ORD ERS concerning looſe Perſons al 
_ Aſſemblies, . 3 


„ B + oo la 
Orraſmuch as nothing is more EP of 


F than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring 
mis that ſwarm in eyery place about the Ci- 
ſpreading of the In- 

15 „an, 


f ty, 5 a great cauſe F the 


OE os OO os, WS, 


YE ONT A ˙ Eo. Vn VERT 


the PLAGUE 55 
« fection, and will not be ayoided, notwithſtanding 
* anyOrder' that have been given to the contrary : 
© It is therefore now ordered, that ſuch Conftables, 
aud others, whom this Matter may any way con- 
* cern, take ſpecial care that no wandring Begger 
be ſuffered in the Streets of this City, in any fa» 
* ſhion or manner, whatſoever, upon the Penalty 
* provided by the Law to be duely and ſeverely 
executed upon them, __ e 


Ha all Plays, Bear-Baitings, Games, ſing- 
5 ing of Ballads, Buckler-play, or ſuch like 
Cauſes of Aſſemblies of People, be utterly pro- 
* hibited, and the Parties offending ſeverely pu- 
* niſhed by every Alderman in his Ward, 
Fraſting Prohibited. wot? 
HAT all publick Feaſting, and particularly 
I by the Companies of this City, and Dinners 
* at Taverns, Alehouſes, and other Places of com- 
mon Entertainment be forborn till further Order 
and Allowance ; and that the Money thereby ſpae 
red, be preſerved and emyloyed for the Benefit 
and Relief of the Poor viſited with the Infection. 
" age e ͤ 
THAT diſorderly Tipling in Taverns, Ale- 
huouſes, Coffe-houſes, and Cellars be ſevere- 
ly looked unto, as the common Sin of this Time, 
and greateſt occaſion of diſperſing thePlague.And 
that no Company or Perſon be ſuffered to remain 
* or come into any Tavern, Ale-houſe, or Coffe: 
* houſe to drink after nine of theClock intheEven- 
ing, according to the antient Law and Cuſtom of 
this City, upon the Penalties ordained in that Be- 
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And for the better execution of theſe Orders 


Land ſuch other Rules and Directions as upon fur - 


* ther conſideration ſhall be found needful; It is 
b ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, Depu- 
© ties, and Common- Council · men ſhall meet toge- 


* ther weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner, (as 


© cauſe ſhall require) at ſome one general Place ac- 
© cuſtomed in their reſpective Wards (being clear 
from Infection of the Plague) to confult how the 
ſaid Orders may be duly put in Execution; not 
* intending that any, dwelling in or near Places 
infected, ſhall come to the ſaid Meeting whites 
their coming may be doubtful. And the ſaid Al- 
dermen, and Deputies, and Common-Council- 

men in their ſeveral Wards may put in Execu- 

* tion any other good Orders that by them at their 
* ſaid Meetings ſhall be conceived and deviſed, 


for Preſervation of His Majeſty's Subjects from 


*the Infection, 


Sir Jahn Lawrence? Sir George WatermanV gy riff, 5 


Lord Mayor. J Sir Charles Doe. 


I need not ſay, that theſe Orders extended only 
to ſuch Places as were within the Lord Mayor's 
Jurisdiction; fo it is requiſite to obſerve, that the 
Juſtices of Peace, within thoſe Pariſhes, and Places 
as were called the Hamlets, and Out-parts, took 
the ſame Method: As I remember, the Or- 
ders for ſnutting up of Houſes, did not take Place 
ſo ſoon on our Side, becauſe, as I ſaid hefore, the 


- 


Plague did not reach to theſe Eaſtern Parts of the 


Town, at leaft, nor begin to be very violent, till 


the beginning of Auguff. For Example, the whole 


Pill, from the 11th to the 18th of Faly, was 1767, 


yet there dy'd but 71 of the Plague, in all thoſe 


Pariſhes we call the Tower-Hamlets; and they were 


'TH PA P23 than? we 
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It was indeed, coming on a main ; for the Bu- 
rials that ſame Week, were in the next adjoining 


Pariſhes, thus, 


St. But. Baſhopſg. 65 prodigiouſly en- 105 23 116 
St. Giles Crippl. 213 ereaſed, as 421 thus. 554 
9 2 780 
This ſhutting up of houſes was at firſt counted 
a very. cruel and Unchriſtian Method, and the 
poor People ſo confin'd;made hitter Lamentations; 
Complaints of the Severity of it, were alſo daily 
brought to my Lord Mayor, of Houſes cauſeleſsly, 
(and ſome maliciouſly) ſhut up: I cannot fay, but 
upon Enquiry, many that complained fo loudly, 
were found in a Condition to be continued, and 
others again Inſpection being made upon the ſick 
Perſon, and the Sickneſs not appearing infections, 
or if uncertain, yet, on his being content to 
be carried to the Peſt-Houſe, were releaſed. 

It is true, that the locking up the Doors of 
Peoples Houſes, and ſetting a Watchman there 
Night and Day, to prevent their ſtirring out, or 
any coming to them; when, perhaps, the ſound 
People, in the Family, might have eſcaped, if 
they had been remov'd from the Sick, looked ve- 
ry hard and cruel z and many People periſhed in 
theſe miſcrable Confinements, which' tis _—_ 


— Ty 


able to believe, would not have been diſtemper'd 
If they had had Liberty, tho' thePlague was in the 
Houſe , at which the People were very clamorous 
and uneaſie at firſt, 484 ſeveral Violences were 
committed, and Injuries offered to the Men, who 
were ſet to watch the Houſes ſo ſnut up; al- 
ſo ſeveral People broke out by Force, in many 
Places, as I ſhall obſerve by and by: But it was 
a publick Good that juſtified the private Miſ- 
chief; and there was no obtaining the leaſt Miti- 
gation, by any Application to Magiſtrates, or Go- 
vernment, at that Time, at leaſt, not that I heard 
of. This put the People upon all Manner of Stra- 
tagem, in order, if poſſible, to get out, and it 
would fill a little Volume, to ſet down the Arts 
us'd by the People of ſuch Houſes, to ſhut the Eyes 
of the Watchmen, who were employ'd, to deceive 
them, snd to eſcape, or break out 8 in 
which frequent Scuffles, and ſome Miſchief hap- 
pened; oF ,, 
As I went along Houndſditch one Morning, a- 
bout eight a-Clock, there was a great Noiſe; it 
is true indeed, there was not much Croud, be- 
cauſe People were not very free to gather together, 
or to ſtay long together, when they were there, 
nor did I ſtay long there: But the Outery was loud 
enough to prompt my Curioſity, and I calFd to 
one that look'd out of a Window, and ask'd what 
ware Matter.” . 
A Watchman, it ſeems, had been employed to 
keep his Poſt at the Door of a Houſe, which was 
infected, or ſaid to be infected, and was ſhut up; 
he had been there all Night for two Nights toge- 
ther, as he told his Story, and the Day Watch- 
man had been there one Day. and was now come 
to relieve him: All this while no Noiſe. had 
been heard in the Houſe, no Light had been 
ſeen ; they call'd for nothing, ſent. him of no - 
Þ 5 Hh Tands, 
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fore, coptinued open, being up two Pair of Stairs. 
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rands, which us'd to be the chief Buſineſs 1 
Watchman; neither had they given him any Dt: 

ſturbance, as he faid, from the Monday afternoon, 


when he heard great crying and ſcreaming in the 


Houſe, which, as he ſuppoſed, was occaſioned by 


ſome of the Family dying juſt at that Time: it 


ſeems the Night before, the Dead-Cart, as it was 


called, had been ſtopt there, and a Servant-Maid 


had been brought down to the Door dead, and the 
Buriers or Bearers, as they were call'd, put her in- 
to the Cart, wrapt only in a green Rug, and 
e “ . ITT | 
The Watchman had knock d at the Door, it 
ſeems, when he heard that Noiſe and Crying, as 
above, and no Body anſwered, a great while; but 
at laſt! one look d out and ſaid with an angry 
quick Tone, and yet a Kind of crying Voice, or 
a Voice of one that was crying, I bat d'ye want, 


that ye male ſuch a knocking ? He anſwer d, Jan the 


Watchman ! bow do you de? V hat is the Matter? 
The Perſon anſwered, hat is that to you ? Stop the 
Dead-Curt. This It ſeems, was about one a-Clock, 
ſoon after, as the Fellow ſaid he ſtopped the Dead- 
Cart, and then knock'd again, but no Body an- 


ſwer' d: He continued knocking, and the Bellman 


call'd out ſeveral Times, Bring out your Dead; but 


no Body anſwered, till the Man that drove the 

Cart being callꝰd to other Honſes, would ſtay no 

longer, and drove away. . 1 
The Watchman knew not what to make of 


all this, fo he let them alone, till the Morning- 


Man, or Day Watchman, as they call d him, came 
to reheve him, giving him an Account of the 
Particulars, they knock'd at the Door a great 
while, but no body anſwered ; and they ob- 
ſerv'd, that the Window, or Caſement, at which 
the Perſon had look'd out, who had anſwer'd be- 


Upon 


Enquiry after xt, 


Upon this, the two Men to ſatisfy their C urio- 
a long Ladder, and one of them went up 


ity, got: . 
to the Window, and look'd into the Room, where 


he ſaw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, in a 


diſmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but 


her Shift: But tho he call'daloud, and putting 
in his long Staff, knock d hard on the Floor, yet 


no Body ſtirr'd or anſwered; neither could he 
hear any Noiſe in the Houſe, . 


 ____ -Hecame down. again, upon this, and-acquaint- * 
ed his Fellow, who went. up alſo, and finding 
it juſt fo, they reſolv'd, to acquaint either the 


Lord Mayor, or ſome other Magiſtrate of it, but 
did not offer to go in at the Window: The Ma- 
giſtrate it ſeems, upon the Information of the 
two Men, ordered the Houſe to be broken open, 


2 Conſtable, and other Perſons being appointed 


to be preſent, that nothing might be plundred; 
and accordingly it — | ; 

was found in the Houſe, but that vou og Woman, 
who Raving been infected, and paſt Recovery, 
the reſt had left her to die by her ſelf, and were 
every one gone, having found ſome Way to de- 


Jude the Watchman, and get open the Door, or 


get out at ſome Back Door, or over the Tops of the 
Houſes, ſo that he knew nothing of it; and as to 
thoſe Crys and Shrieks, which he heard, it was 
ſuppos'd, they were the paſſionate Cries of the 
Family, at the bitter parting, which; to be ſure, 


it was to them all; this being the Siſter to the 


Miſtreſs of the Family. The Man of the Houſe, 
his Wife, ſeveral Children, and Servants, being 
all gone and fled, whether ſick or ſound, that 1 
could never learn; nor, indeed, did I make much 


„ 


- 


Frog Rt Sy n 2 1215 : 
Many ſuch eſcapes were made, out of infected 


Houſes, as particularly, when the Watchman was 


ſent of ſome Errand; for it was his Bulineſs to po 


done, when no Body 
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of any Errand, that the Family ſenthim of, that is 
to ſay, for Neceſſarieg, ſuch as Food and Phyſick , 
to fetch Ph yſicians, | f they would come, or Sur- 
geons, or Nurſes, th 
the like; But with this Condition too, that when 
he went, he was to lock up the Outer-Door of 
the Houſe, and take the Key away with him; to 
evade this, and cheat the Watchmen, People got 
two or three Keys made to their Locks, or they 


found Ways to unſcrew the Locks, ſuch as were 
ſcrew'd on, and fo take off the Lock, being in the 


Infide of the Houſe, and while they ſent — 
e 


the Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehouſe, 


or for one Trifle or another, open the Door, and 


go out as often as they pleas'd : But this be- 


ing found out, the Officers afterwards had Orders 
to Padlock up the Doors on the Outſide, and 
place Bolts on them as they thought fit. 
At another Houſe, as I was inform'd, in the 
Street next within Algate, a whole Family was 
ſhut up and lock'd in, becauſe the Maid-Servant 
was taken ſick; the Maſter of the Houſe had com- 


plain'd by his Friends to the next Allerman, and 
to the Lord Mayor, and had conſented to have 


the Maid carried to the Peſt-Houſe, but was re- 
faſed, ſo the Door was marked with a red Croſs, 


a Padlock on the Outſide, as above, and a Watch- 


"_ ſet to keep the Door according to publick 
Alfter the Maſter of the Houſe found there was 


no Remedy, but that he, his Wife and his Chil- 


dren were to be lockt up with this poor diſtemper- 
ed Servant; he calld to the Watchman, and told 


him, he muſt go then and fetch a Nurſe for them, 


to attend this poor Girl, for that it would be certain 
Death to them all to oblige them to nurſe her, 
and told him plainly, that if he would not do 
this, the Maid muſt periſh either of the Diſtem- 


o to order the Dead-Cart, and 
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per, or be ſtarv'd for want of Food; for he was 
reſolv d none of his Family, ſhould go near her; 
and the lay in the Garret four Story high, where 
ſhe could not Cry out, or call to any Body for 


Help. e 


The Watchman conſated BEA that; and went 
and fetch'd a Nurſe as he was appointed, and 


brought her to them the ſame Evening ; during 


this interval, the Maſter of the Houſe took his 


Opportunity to break a large Hole thro' his Shop 
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had 
far, before or under his Shop-window ; but the 
Tenant as may be ſuppoſed," at ſuch a diſmal 
Time as that, was dead or remov'd, and ſo he had 
the Key in his own keeping ; having made his 
Way into this Stall, which he cou'd not haye done, 
if the Man had been at the Door, the Noiſe he 
was obliged to make, being ſuch as would have 
alam'd the Watchman; I fay, having made his 
Way into this Stall, he ſar ſtill till the Watchman 
return'd with the Nurſe, and all the next Day al- 


15 ſo; but the Night following, having contriv d to 


ſend the Watchman of another trifling Errand, 


Which as I take it, was to an Apothecary's for a 


Plaſter for the Maid, which he was to ſtay for 
the making up, or ſome other ſuch Errand that 
might ſecure his ſtaying ſome Time; in that 
Time he conveyed himſelf, and all his Family out 


olf the Houſe, and left the Nurſe and the Wateh- 
man to bury the poor Wench; that is, throw her 
into the Cart, and take care of the Houſe. 


I cou'd give a great many ſuch Stories as theſe, 
diverting enough, which in the long Courſe of that 
diſmal Year, 1 met with, that is heard of, and 
which are very certain to be true, or very near the 


Tuth; that is to ſay, true in the General, for 


no Man could at ſuch a Time, learn all the Par- 


ticulars: There was likewiſe Violence uſed with 


the Watchmen, at was reported in abundance of 
places; and I believe, that from the u : 


of the Viſitation to the End, there was not leis 


than eighteen or twenty of them kill'd, or ſo 
wounded as to be taken up for Dead, which was 
ſuppos d to be done by the People in the infected 
Houſes which were ſhut up, and where they at- 
tempted to come out, and were oppos . 
Nor indeed cou'd leſs be expected, for here were 
juſt ſo many Priſons in the Town, as there were 
Houſes ſhut up; and as the People ſhut up or im- 
priſon'd ſo, were guilty of no Crime, only ſhut up 
becauſe miſerable, it was really the more intollera- 
ble to them. FF 
It had alſo this Difference; that every Priſon, 
as we may call it, had but one Jaylor; and as he 
had the whole Houſe to Guard, and that many - 
Houles were fo ſituated, as that they had ſeveral 
Ways out, ſome more, ſome leſs;and ſome into ſeveral 
Streets; it was impoſſible for one Man ſo to Guard 
all the Paſſages, as to prevent the eſcape. of Peo- 
ple, made deſperate by the night of their Circum- 
ſtances, by the Reſentment of their uſage, or by 
the raging of the Diſtemper it ſelf ; ſo that they 
would talk to the Watchman on one Side of the 
Houſe, while the Family made their eſcape at ano- 
the. | | | 
For example, in Coleman-ftreet, there are abun- 
| dance of Alleys, as appears ſtill; a Houſe was ſnut 
up in that they call Z/hites-Alley, and this Houſe 
had a back Window, not a Door into a Court, 
which had a Paſſage into Bell- Alley; a Watch- 
man was ſet by the Conſtable, at the Door of this 
Houſe, and there he ſtood, or his Comrade Night 
and Day, while the Family went all away in the 
Evening, out at that Window into the Court, 
and left the poor Fellows warding, and watching, 
for nears nh gf ff 3 1 RE, 
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, ey blow'd up 
a Watchman with Gun-powder, and /burnt the 
Fellow dreadfully, and while he made hi- 


5 { dious Crys, and no Body would venture to come 
near to help him; the whole Family that were able 


ro ſtir, got out at the Windows one Story high; two 
that were left Sick, calling out for Help; Care 
was taken to give them Nurſes: to look after them, 
but the Perſons fled were never found, till after 


| the Plague was abated; they return d, but as no- 
thing cou'd be prov'd, ſo nothing could be done 


e confider'd too, that as theſe were Priſons 
urs and Bolts, which our common Pri- 
ſons are furnith*dwith, ſo the People let themſelves 


don out of their Windows, even in the Face of 


the Watchman, bringing Swords or Piſtols in their 
Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to ſhoot 


him, if he ſtir d, or call'd for Help. 


In other Caſes, ſome had Gardens, and Walls, 


or Pales between them and their. Neighbours ; or 


Yards, and back-Houſes ; and theſe by: Friend- 
ſhip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over 
thoſe Walls, or Pales, and ſo go out at their 
Neighbour's Doors; or by giving Money to their 
Servants, get them, to let them thro in the Night; 


ſo that in ſhort, the ſhutting up of Houſes, was 


in no wiſe to be depended upon ; neither-did it 
anſwer the End at all; ſerving more to make the 
People deſperate, and drive them to ſueh Extremi- 
ties, as that, they would break out at alt Adven- 


TUresS» | 


And that which was ſtill worſe, thoſe that did 
thus break out, {pread the Infection farther by their 
wandring about with the Diſtemper upon them, 
in their deſperate Circumſtances, than they would 
otherwiſe have done; for whoever conſiders all thc 
Particulars in ſuch Caſes muſt acknowlede ; and we 
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ments, made many People deſperate ; and made 
them run ont. of their Houſes at all Hazards, and 
with the Plague viſibly upon them, not knowing , = 
either whither to go, or what to do, or indeed; _— 
what they did ; and many that did ſo, were dringmnsk 
ren to dreadful Exigences and Extremeties, and 
Periſh'd in the Streets or Fields for meer Want, or 
drop'd down, by che raging violence of the Fever 
upon them: Others wandred into the Country, 
and went forward any Way, as their Deſperation 
guided them, not knowing whether they went or 
would go, till faint and tir d, and not getting any 
Relief; the Houſes and Villages on the Road, 
refuſing to admit them to lodge, whether infected 
or no; they have periſh'd-by the Road Side, or 
gotten. into Barns, and dy d there, none daring 
to come tothem, or relieve them, tho perhaps not 
infected. for no Body would believe tbem. 
On the other Hand, when the Plague at firſt 
ſciz'd a Family, that is to ſay, when any one Body 
of the Family, had gone out, and unwarily or other- 
wiſe catch d the Diſtemper and brought it -Home, 
it was certainly known by the Family, before it 
was known to the Officers, who, as you will ſee 
by the Order, were appointed to examine into 
the Circumſtances of all ſick Perſons, when they 
heard of their being ſicek e.. 
In this Interval, between their being taken Sick, 
and the Examinets coming, the Maſter of the 
Houſe had Leiſure and Liberty to remove himſelf, 
or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, and 
many did fo : But the great diſaſter was, that ma; 
ny did thus, after they were really infected them: ¾ 
ſelyes, and ſo carry'd the Diſcaſe into the Houſes = 
of thoſe who were ſo Hoſpitable as to receive 
them, which it muſt be confeſs d wag very cruel 
J.... v 
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And this was in Fart, the Reaſon ofthe genera! 
| Notion, orfeandal tarher, which weot abour of 
_ the Temper of People infected; Namely, that they 

_ did not take the lealt care, or make any Scruple. of 
 infeRing others; tho* 1 cannot” ſay, bur chere 
might be ſome Truth in it too, but not ſo general 

as was reported. What natural Reaſon could be 
given; for fo wicked a Thing, ar a Time, when 
they might conclude themſelves juſt going to ap- 
pear at the Barr of Divine Juſtice, I know not: 

I am very well ſatisfy'd, that it cannot be recon- 

_ cid to Religion and Principle, any more than it 
ean be to Generofity and Humanity ;. but T may 
J HE 

I am ſpeaking now of People made deſperate, 
by the Apprehenſions of their being ſhut up, and 
their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either 
before'or after they were ſhut up, whoſe Miſery 
was not leſſen d, when they were out, but ſadly 
encreaſed: On the other Hand, many that thus 

ot 2way, had Retreats to go to, and other Hou- 
ſes, where they lock'd' themſelves. up, and kept 
hid till the Plague was over; and many Fami- 
lies foreſeeing the Approach of the ORIG, laid 
up Stores of Proviſions, ſufficient for their whole 
Families, and ſhut themſel ves up, and that ſo entire- 
ly, that they were neither ſeen or heard of, till the 
Lolection was quite ceaſed, and then came abtoad 
Saund and Well: I might recolle&*feveral ſuch 
as theſe, and give you the Particular of their 
Management; for doubtleſs, it was the molt ef- 
fectual ſecure Step that cou d be taken for ſuch, 
vvhoſe Circumſtance would not admit them to re- 
move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for 
the · Caſe; ſor in being thus ſhut up, they were as 
if they had been a hundred Miles off: Nor dol 
remember, that any one of thoſe Families miſca- 

ry d; among theſe, ſeveral Duich Merchants were 
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: particularly remarkable, who kept chert Houſes | 
| like little Garriſons beſieged, ſuffering none'to 
in or out, or come near them; particularly one 5 
a Court in Throckmorton Street, whoſe Houſe look- A 
ed into Nrapers Garden. 
But I come back to the Caſe of Famitiies inſect- 
ed, and ſhut up by the Magiſtrates z the Miſery 
of thoſe Families is not to be expreſs'd, and it was 
generally in ſuch Houſes that we heard the moſt 
iſmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People 
terrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight 
| of the Condition of their deareſt Relations, and by 
the Terror of being impriſoned as they were. 

I remember, and while I am writing this Sto= 
ry, I think I hear = 3 Sound of it, a certain 
Lady had an only Daughter, a young Maiden a- 
bout 19 Years old, and who was poſſeſſed of a ve-* 
ry Conſiderable Fortune ; ae were only Lod -- 


gers in the Houſe where the The young 
Woman, her Mother, and th 1 had been a- 
broad on ſome Occaſi ion, I do not remember what, 
for the Houſe was not ſhut up; but about two 
Hours after they came home, the young Lady 


complain'd ſhe was not well; in a quarter of an 


Hour more,ſhe vomited, and had a violent Pain in 
her Head. Pray God, ſays her Mother in a terrible 

Fright, my Child has not the Diſtemper! The 
Pain in her Head increaſing, her Mother ordered 
the Bed to be warm'd, and We to put her to 
Bed; and prepared to give her things to ſweat, 
which was the ordinary Remedy to be taken, 

a the firſt Apprehenſions of the Diftemper . 


te the Bed was airing, the Mother undreſ- 
el the young Woman, and juſt as ſhe was laid 
rs. in the Bed, ſhe looking upon her Body with 
a Candle, immediately difeovered the fatal To- 


lens on the Inſide * Thighs, _— 
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Manner, that it was enough to place Horror upon 


her Spirits, ſhe fainted firſt, then recovered, then 


ver came throughly to herſelf again: As to the 
young Maiden, ſhe was a dead Corpſe from that 


continued crying out, not knowing any Thing 


dead. It is fo 38323 that I am not certain, 
but J think the 


This was an extraordinary Caſe; and lam there- 


numerable ſuch like Caſes; and it was ſeldom, 
that the Weekly Bill came in, but there were 
two or three put in Frigbted, that is. that may well 
be call d, frighted to Death: But beſides thoſe, 


were great Numbers frighted to ether Extreams, 
ſome frighted out of their Senſes, ſame out of their 
Memory, and ſome out of their: Underſtanding: 


by Stratagem, after they were ſliut up, ſo others 
got out by bribing the Watchmen, and giving 
them Money to let them go privately out in the 
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able to contain herſelf, threww down 
e, and ſcriekt out in ſuch a: frightful 


1 
* 


Skream, or one Cry, but the Fright; having ſeizd 
ran all over the Houſe, up the Stairs and down the 
Stairs, like one diſtracted, and indeed really was 
diſtracted, and continued ſcreching and crying 
out for ſeveral Hours, void of all Senſe, or at leaſt, 
Government of her Senſes, and as I was told, ne- 


Moment; for the Gangren which occaſions the 
Spots had ſpread her whole Body, and ſhe died 
in leſs than two Hours: But ſtill the Mother 


more of her Child, ſeveral Hours after ſhe was 


1 xer never recover'd, but died 
in two or three Weeks after. 


fore the more particular in it, becauſe I came ſo 
much to the Knowledge of it; but there Were in- 


who were ſo frighted to die upon the Spot, there 


But I return to the ſhutting up of Houſes. 
As ſeveral People, I ſay>-got out of their Houles 


Night. Imuft confeſs, I thought it at that tine, 
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the moſt innocent Carre ie or 8 that 4 

ny Man could he guilty ar and therefore could 
di but pity the Men, and think it was hard 
when three of thoſe Watchmen, were publickly 
whipt thro the Streets, for ſuffering N wa P, 
out of Houſes ſhut up. 

But notwithſtanding that Severity, Money pre- 
vaild with the poor Men, and many Families 
found Means to make Salleys out, and eſcape that 

way after they had been ſfut up; but theſe were 
generally ſuch as had ſome Places to retreat to; and 
tho' there was no eaſie paſſing the Roads any whi- 
ther, after the firſt of Auguſt, yet there were many 
Ways of retreat, and particularly, as L hinted, ſome 
got Tents and ſet them up in the Fields, > CATYINg 
Beds, or Straw to lie on, and Proviſions to eat, an 
ſo liv'd in them as Hermits in a Cell; for no Body 
would venture to come near them; and ſeveral 

Stories were told of ſuch; ſome comical, ſome tra- 
gical, ſome who liv'd like wandring Pilgrims in 
the Deſarts, and eſcaped by making themſelves 
Exiles in ſuch a Manner as is ſcarce to be credit- 
ed, and who yet enjoyed more Liberty than was 
to be expected in ſuch Caſes. 

I have by me a Story of two Brothers and their 
Kinſman, who being ſingle Men, but that had 
ſtay'd in the City too long to get away, and 
indeed, not knowing where to go to have any Re- 

treat, nor having wherewith to travel far, took 
A Courſe for their own Preſervation, which, tho? 
in it ſelf at firſt, deſperate, yet was ſo natural, 
that it may be wondred, that no more did fo ak 
that Time. They were but of mean Conditipn, 
and yet not ſo very poor, as that they could not 
furniſh themſelves with ſome little Convenien- 
cies, ſuch as. might ſerve to keep Life and Soul 
W ; and OY the [mg 7 


F 3 
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not able to work very har 
5 been employ'd at a 


in a \ terrible Manger, they reſolved to tif, as 
well as the could, and to be gone. | 
One of them had been a Soldier in the late 
Wars, and before that in the Low Countries, and 
having been bred to no * Employment 
but his Arms; and beſides bei ng wounded, and 
d, had for ſome Time 
er's of Sea Bigket i in 


ae Brother of this Man was a Seaman too, or 
| ſome how or other, had been hurt of one Leg, 

that he could not 69 to Sea, but had work'd 2 
his Living at a Sail Makers in Wapping, or there 
abouts; and being a good Husband, had laid up 
ſome Money, an — the richeſt of the INES. 

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter 
Trade, a handy Fellow; and he had no FN 
but his Box, or Basket of Tools, with the Help 
of which he could at any Time get his Living, 
| ſuch a Time as this excepted, wherever he went, 

and he liv'd near Shadwel. _ 

25 all liv'd in Stepney Pariſh, which, asI 
have aid, hang the laſt that was infected, or at 
leaſt violent] ty; they, ſtay'd there till they evi- 
dently ſaw the Plague 25 abating at the Weſt 
Part * the Town, and coming towards a Eaſt 
where they liv'd. 7 

The Story of thoſe three Men, if the. Reader 
will be content to have me. give it in their own 
Perſons, without taking upon me to either vouch 
the Particulars, or anſwer for any Miſtakes. I fl all 
give as diſtinctly as I can, believing the Hiſtory 
will be a very good Pattern for any poor Man to 
follow, in caſe the like Publick Deſolation ſhould 
happen here; and if there may be no ſuch Occa- 
fion, which God of his infinite Mercy grant us, ſtil 
the Story may have its Uſes ſo many Ways as that 
it will, I hope, never de that the 1 has 
been voprofitable, %y e 


1 71 | 
1 fay all this previous to the Hiſtory, 8 
vet, for the Preſent, much more to ſay before 1 
JJC 
I went all the firſt Part of the Time freely about 
the Streets, tho” not ſo freely as to run my. ſelf 
into apparent Danger, except when they dug the 
great Pit in the Church-Yard of our Pariſh of A 
gate; a terrible Pit it was, and I could not reſiſt 
my Curioſity. to go and ſee it; as near as I may 
judge, it was about 40 Foot in Length, and about 
15 or 16 Foot broad; and at the Time I firſt look- 
ed at it, about nine Foot deep; but it was ſaid, 
they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one 
Part of it, till they could go no deeper for the Wa- 
ter: for they had it ſeems, dug ſeveral large Pits 
before this, for tho' the Plague was long a- com- 
ing to our Pariſh, yet when it did come, thete was 
no Parſh in or about London, where it raged with 
ſuch Violence as in the two Pariſhes of Algate and 
I ſay they had dug ſeveral Pits in another Ground, 
when the Diſtemper began to ſpread in our Pariſh, 
and eſpecially when the Dead-Carts began to go 
about, which, was not in our Pariſh, till the be- 
ginning of Auguſt. Into theſe. Pits they had put 
perhaps 50 or 60 Bodies each, then they made. 
larger Hotes, wherein they buried all that the 
Catt brought in a Week, which by the middle, ro 
the End of Auguſt, came to, from 200 to 4oo a. 
Week; and they could not well dig them larger, 
becauſe of the Order of the Magiſtrates, confining 
them to leave no Bodies within fix Foot of the 
Surface ; aud the Water coming on, at about 17 
or 18 Foot, they could not well, I ſay, put more 
in one Pit ; but now at the Beginning of Seprember, 
the Plague raging in a dreadful Manner; and the 
Number of Burials in our Pariſh increaſing to more 
than was ever buried 7 Pariſh about Loudon, 
ERR eo # oo dat wo 
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Gulph to be dug; for ſuch it was rather than a Pit. 


They had ſuppoſed this Pit would have ſup- | 
ly'd them for a Month or more, when they dug 

1 ad ſome blam'd the Church Wardens <5 ſut- | 
fering ſuch. a frightful Thing, telling them they t 
were making Preparations to bury the whole Pa- | 
Tiſh, and the like; bur Time made it appear, the c 
Church · Wardens knew the Condition of the Pariſh 2 
better than they did; for the Pit being finiſbed: the 7 
4th of September, I think, they began to bury in it t 
the 6th, and by the 20, which was juſt two Weeks 4 
they had thrown into it 1114 Bodies, when they n 
were obliged to fill it up, the Bodies being then . 
come to lie within ſix Foot of the Surface: I doubt | 6 
not but there may be ſome antient Perſons alive in mw 
the Pariſh, who can juſtify the Fact of this, and are th 
able to ſhew even in what Part of the Church- 1 
Tard, the Pit lay, better than I can; the Mark 1 

of it alſo was many Years to be ſeen in the Church- 

Tard on the Surface lying in Length, Parallel with ac 
' the Paſſage which goes by the Weſt Wall of the th 
Church- Tard, out of Haundſditch, and turns Eaſt ſw 
again into White- Chappel, coming out neat the three for 
Fans Tis it 
It was about the roth of September, that my Cu- ane 
a riofiry led, or rather drove me to go and ſee this hoj 
Pit again, when there had been near 3400 People Cal 
buried in it; and I was not content to ſee it in | be 
ime, as T had done before; for then there juſt 

would have \been nothing to have been ſeen but bee 
the looſe Earth; for all the Bodies that werethrown it 
in, were immediately covered with Earth, by thoſe be 
they call'd the Buryers, which at other Times were if y 
call'd Bearers; but I reſolvd to go in che Night 90 7 
and ſee ſome of them thrown in. | you 
There was a ſtrict Order to prevent People com- you 
ing to thoſe Pits, and that was only to prevent bas 
on But alter ſome Ti ime, * . was to R 
and 
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more neceſſary, for People that were Infected, and 
thoſe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rugs, and throw 
themſelves in, and as they ſaid, bury chemſelves : I 
cannot ſay, that the Officers ſuffered any willingly / 


to lie there; but I have heard, that in a great 
pit in Finibury, in the Pariſh of Cripplegate, it lying 
open then to the Fields; for it was not then wall d 
about, came and threw themſelves in, and ex- 
pired there, before they threw any Earth upon 
them; and that when they came to bury others, 
and _ them there, they were quite dead, tho 
This may ſerve a little to deſcribe the dreadfuf 5 
Condition of that Day, tho it is impoſſible to ſay © 
any Thing that is able to give a true Idea of it to 
thoſe who did nor ſee it, other than this; that it 
was indeed very, very, very dreadful, and ſuch as no 
Totnes DRE 8 

I got Admittance into the Church-Yard by being. 
acquainted with the Sexton, who attended, who 

tho” he did not refuſe me at all, yet earneſtly per- 
ſwaded me not to go; telling me very ſeriouſly, 
for he was a good religions and ſenſible Man, that 
it was indeed, their Buſineſs and Duty to venture, 
and to run all Hazards ; and that in it they might 
hope to be preſerv'd ; but that I had no apparent 
Call to it, but my own Curioſity, which he ſaid, 
be believ'd I would not pretend, was ſufficient to 
juſtify my running that Hazard. I told him I had 
been preſs' d in my Mind to go, and that perhaps 

it might be an Inſtructing Sight, that might not 
be without its Uſes. Nay, ſays the good Man, 

if you will venture upon that Score, Name of God 

go in; for depend upon it, *twill be a Sermon to 

you, it may be, the beſt that ever you heard in 
your Life. Tis a ſpeaking Sight, ſays he, and 


- 


has a Voice with it, and a loud one, to call us all 
to Repentance; and with that he opened the Door 
and ſaid, Go, if you will. K 
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His Diſcourſe had ſhock'd my Reſolution à lit- 
tle, and I ſtood wavering for a good while; but 
| juſt at that Interval I ſaw two Links come over 
from the End of the Minories, and heard the Bell- 
man, and then appeat d a Dead Cart, as they call d 


it, coming over the Streets ſo I could no long - 


er reſiſt my Deſire of ſecing it, and went in: 
There was no Body, as I could perceive at firſt, 
in the Charch-Yard, or going into it, but the 
Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart, 
or rather led the Horſe and Cart, but when 
they came up, to the Pit, they ſaw a Man go 
to and again, mufled up in a brown Cloak, and 
1 with his Hands, under his 


Cloak, as if he was in a great Agony; and the Bu- 
riers immediately gathered about him, ſuppoſing 


he was one of thoſe poor dilirious, or deſperate 
Creatures, that uſed to pretend, as I have ſaid, to 
bury themſelves ; he ſaid nothing as he walk d a- 

bout, but two or three times groaned very deeply, 
and loud, and ſighed as he would break his Heart. 
Vhen the Buryers came up to him they ſoon found 
he was neither a Perſon infected and deſperate, as 
I have obſerved above, or a Perſon diſtemper- 
ed in Mind, but one oppreſs'd with a dread- 
ful Weight of Grief indeed, having his Wike and 
ſeveral of his Children, all in the Cart, that was 
juſt come in with him, and he followed in an Ago- 
ny and exceſs of Sorrow. He mourned: heartily, as 

it was eaſy to fee, but With a kind of Maſculine 
Grief, that could not give-it ſelf Vent by Tears, 
and calmly deſiring the Buriers to let him alone, 
ſaid he would only ſee the Bodies thrown in, and 
go away, fo they left importuning him; but no ſoon- 
er was the Cart turned round, and the Bodies ſhot 
into the Pit promiſcuonſly, which was a Surprize to 
him, for he at leaſt expected they would have been 
decently laid in, tho indeed he was afterwards 
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did he ſee. the Sight, but he cry'd out aloud un- 
able to contain himſelf; I could not hear what 
he ſaid, but he went backward two or three Steps, 
and fell down in 2 Swoon : the Buryers ran to him 
and took him up, and in a little While he came to 
himſelf, and they led him away to the Pye Tauern 
over-againſt the End of Fbundſditch, where, it ſeems, 
the Man was known, and where they took care of 
him. He look d into the Pit again, as he went a- 
way, but the Buriers had. cover the Bodies ſo im- 
s Lg with throwing in Earth, that tho there 
was Light enough, for there were Lantherns and 
Candles i in them, * all Night round the Sides 
of the Pit, upon the Heaps of Earth, ſeven or 
Guy or perhaps mote, e Ag could be 
een; . 5 
This was a S Scene indeed, and affected 8 
me almoſt as much as the reſt; but the other was 


teen or ſeventeen Bodies, ſome were wrapt up in 
Linen Sheets, ſome in Rugs, ſome little other than 


fell from them, in the ſhooting out of the Cart, 
and they fell quite naked among the reſt ; but the 
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency 
much to any one elſe, ſeeing they were. all 
and were to be huddled together into the com- 
mon Grave of Mankind, as we may call it, for here 
was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich went 
together; there was no other way of Burials, nei- 
ther was it poſſible there ſhould, for Coffins were 
not to be had for the prodigious Numbers that fell. 
in ſuch a Calamity as this. | 
It was reported by way of 3 upon the 5 
tiers, that if any Corpſe was delivered to them, 
decently wound up as we call d it then, in a Wind- 
ng Shook 2 FS. over * hs and Feet, — 
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awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fix- 


naked, or fo looſe, that what Covering they had, | 


76 Mremworrs.,of 
ſome did, and which was generally of good I. inen 

I ſay,. it was reported, that the Buriers were ſo 
wicked as to ſtrip them in the Cart, and carry 
them quite naked to the Ground: But as I can not 
eaſily credit. any thing ſo vile among Chriſtians, 
and ata Time ſo fill'd with Terrors, .as that was» 

I can only relate it and leave it undetermined. - 

Innumerable Stories alſo went about of the cruel. 


Behaviours and Practiſes of Nurſes, who tended the | 
Sick, and of their haſtening on the Fate of thoſe 
they tended in their Sickneſs : But I ſhall ſay more | 
ef iis in its Pace. os { 
I was indeed ſhock'd with this Sight, it almoſt | 
overwhelm'd me, and I went away with my Heart . 
moſt afflicted and full of the afflicting Thoughts, 
fuch as I cannot deſcribe; juſt at my going out of { 
the Church, and turning up the Street towards my 0 
own Houſe, I ſaw another Cart with Links, and l 
.a Bellman going before, coming out of Harrou- 8 
Alley, in the Butcher-Row, on the other Side of the | 
Way, and being, as I perceived, very full of dead 
Bodies, it went directly over the Street allo toward | 
the Church: I ſtood a while, but I had no Sto- - 
mach to go back again to ſee the ſame diſmal J 
Scene over again, ſo I went directly Home, where 1 
I could not but conſider with Thankfulneſs, the 1 
Xiſque I had run, believing I had gotten no In- ry 
jury ;, as indeed L had ner. 4 
Here the poor unhappy Gentleman's Grief came if 
into my head again, and indeed I could not but | 
med Tears in the Reflection upon it, perhaps more T 
than he did himſelf; but his Caſe lay ſo heavy | 
upon my Mind, that I could not prevail with my 1 
ſelf, but that I muſt go out again into the Street, 4 
and. go to the He Tavern, reſolving to enquire by 
whar became of dim, TEE IE Ph 
It was by this Time one a-Clock in the Morn- uc 
wg, and yet the poor Gentleman was there; the 2 
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"Truth was, the People of the Houſe knowing him, 
had entertain d him, and kept him there all the 
Night, notwithſtanding the Danger of being infe- 
Red, by him, tho it appear d the Man was per- 
JJ. ß 
It is with Regret, that I take Notice of this 
Tavern; the People were civil, mannerly, and an 
obliging Sort of Folks enough, od ha# till this 
Time kept their Houſe open, and their Trade go- 
ing on, thoꝰ not fo very publickly as formerly ; but 
there was a dreadful Set of Fellows that uſed their 
Houſe, and who in the middle of all this Horror 
met there every Night, behaved with all the Re- 
velling and roaring extravagances, as is uſual for 
ſuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to 
ſuch an offenſive Degree, that the very Maſter and 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe grew firſt aſham'd and then 


= 
7 
1 
5 


* 1 


territy d at them. 


They ſat generally, in a Room next the Street, 
and as they always kept late Hours, ſo when the 
Dead Cart came Kol the Street End to go into 
Hounds-ditch, which was in View of the Tavern 
Windows ; they would frequently open the Winn 
dows as ſoon as they heard the Bell, and look out 
at them; and as they might often hear ſad Lamen- 
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win- 
dows, as the Carts went along, they would make 
their inpudent Mocks and Jeers at them, eſpecially 
if they heard the poor People call upon God to 
have Mercy upon them, as many would do at thoſe 
Times in their ordinary paſſing along the Streets. 
Theſe Gentlemen being ſomething diſturb'd with 
the Clutter of bringing the poor Gentleman into 
the Houſe, as above, were firſt angry, and very 
high with the Maſter of the Houſe, for ſuffering 
ſuch a Fellow, as they calFd him, to be brought 
out of the Grave into their Houſe ; but being an- 
ſwered, that the Man was a Neighbour,” and ** 
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be was ſound, bs operiert with hs PTY 
mity of his Family, and the like, they turned their 
Anger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow tor 
his Wife and Children; raunted him with want 
of Courage to leap into the great Pit, and go to 
Heaven, as they jeeringly expreſs'd it, along with 
them, adding ſome very Profane, andeven blaſphe- 
mous Expreſſions. 

They were at this vile Work when I came back 
to the Houſe, and as far as | could fee, tho? the 
Man fat ſtill, mute and diſconfolate, and their 
Affronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he was 
both griev d and offended at their Diſcoutſe: Upon 
this, I gently reprov'd them, being well enough ac- 
quainted with their Characters, and not en 
in pon to Fs of 2 3 8 5 

hey imme iately ell upon me wit in Langua 
and Oaths; ask'd me what I did our of my ho 
at ſuch a Time when ſo many boneſter Men were 
carried into the. Church-Yard? and why I wasnot 
at Howe ſaying my Prayers,again(t the Dead- Cart 
came for me? and the like. 

I was indeed aſtoniſhed at the Impudence of the 
Men, tho” not at all diſcom poſed at their Treat · 
ment of me; however I kept my Temper; Itold 
them, that tho I defy'd them, or any Man in che 
World to tax me with any Diboneſty, yer Tacknow- 
ledg' d, that in this terrible Judgment of God, ma- 
ny better than I was ſwept away, and carried: to 
their Grave: But to anſwer their Queſtion dire&ily, 
the Caſe was, that I was mercifully preſerved by 
that great God, whoſe Name they had Blaſphem- 
ed and taken in vain, by curſing aud ſocgring' ina 
dreadful Manner ; and that I believed I was 
ſery'd in e et among other Ends, bi his 
Goodneſs, that I might reprove them for their au- 
dacious Boldneſs, in behaving in ſucha Manner, and 
in ſuch an awful Time as this was, en, "ei 

Ir 
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| ah ** aud Mocking, at an honeſt — 

and a Neighbour, for ſome of them knew him, who 

they ſaw was overwhelm'd with Sorrow, for the 

11. 550 which it had pleasd God to make upon 
ami 

58 his DO. call exactiy to Mind the helliſh abomi- 

nable Rallery, which was the Return they made to 
that Talk of mine, being provoked, it ſeems, that 
I was not at all afraid to be free with them; nor if 
I cquld remember, would I fill my Account with 
any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curſes, and 
eile Expreſſions, Keb, as at that time of the Day, 
even the worſt and ordinarieſt People in the Street 
would not uſe. z (for except ea hardened Crea- 
rures as theſe, the moſt wicked wretches that could 
be found, had at that Time ſome Terror upon their 
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could 
thus, in a Moment deſtroy them.) 

But that which was the worlt in all their 4 
liſh Lang was, that they were not afraid to 
blaſ N= 50d, and talk Atheiſtically; making a 
Jeſt at my calling the Plague the Hand of - 
| mocking, and even langhing at the Word Judgment, 
as if the Providence of God had no Concern in the 
inflicting ſuch a deſolating Stroke; and that the 
People calling upon God, as they ſaw the Carts 
car} away the dead Bodies was all enen. 

ſick, abſurd, and impertinent. 
1 made them ſome Reply, ſuch as I 


chought pro- - 
per, but which I found was ſo far from 

a Checque to their horrid Way of ſpeaking, that ir 
made them rail the more, ſo that I confeſs ic fill'd 
me with Horror, and a kind of R and I came 
away, as I told them, left the Han of that Judge» 
15 which had viſited the whole City ſhould gio-- 
rify his ks cance upon them, and all that were 
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| © They received all Reproof with the wimoſt Con- 
tempt, and made the greateſt Mockery that was po- | 
fible for them to do at me, giving me all the op- 
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probrious inſolent Seoffs that they could think of for 
preaching to them, as they call d it, which indeed, 
grieved me, rather than angred me; and 1 went a- 


way bleſſing God, however, in my Mind, that I had 
not ſpar d them, tho” they had inſulted me fo much. 
© "They continued this wretched Courſe, three or 
- four Day after this, continuaily mocking and jeer- 
ing at all that ſhew'd themſelves religious, or ſeri- 


ous, or that were any way touch'd with the Sence 


of the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and I was 
inform'd they flouted in the ſame Manner, at the 


good People, who, notwithſt anding the Contagion, 
met at the Church, faſted, and prayed to God to 
remove his Hand from them. n. 

I ſay, they continued this dreadful Courſe three 
or four Days, I think it was no more, when one of 


them, particularly he who ask d the poor Gentle- 


man what he did our of his Grave ? was ſtruck from 


Heaven with the Plague, and died in. a moſt de- 
plorable Manner; and in a Word they were every 
one of them carried into the great Pit, which I 


have mentioned above, before it was quite fill'd 


up, which was not above a Fortnight or thereabout. 


Theſe Men were guilty ot many extravagances, 
ſuch as one would think, Human Nature ſhould 
have trembled at the Thoughts of, at ſuch a Time 
of general Terror, as was then upon us; and parti- 
ticularly ſcoffing and mocking at every thing which 
they happened to ſee, that was religious among 


the People, eſpecially at their thronging zealouſly 
to the Place of publick Worſhip, to implore Mercy 
from Heaven in ſuch a Time of Diſtreſs; and this 


Tavern, where they held their Club, being within 
View of the Church Door, they had the more par- 
ticularOccafion for their Atheiſtical IEC: 
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But this began to abate a little with them before 
the Accident, which I have related; happened; for 
the Infection increaſed ſo violently; at this Part of the \ 
Town now, that People began to be afraid to come | f 
to the Church, at leaſt ſuch Numbers did not reſort i 
thither as was uſual 3 many of the bla any e 3 
were Dead; and others gone into the Country; for it 
really requited a ſteady Courage, and a ſtrong Faith, 
for a Man nox only to venture being in Town at ſuch 
a Time as this; hut likewiſe to venture to come to 
Church and perform the Office of a Miniſter to 2 
Congregation, of whom he had reaſon to believe ma- 
ny of them, were actually infected with the Plagues 
and to do this every Day, or twice a Day, as in ſome 
JJ... 8 
It is true, the People ſhew'd an ee er | 
in theſe religious Exerciſes, and as the Church rs. 
were always open, People would go in ſingle at all 
Times, whether the Miniſter was officiating or no- 
and locking themſelves into ſeparate Peu would be 
praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion. 
thers aflembled at Mecting-Houlſes, every one as 
their different Opinions in ſuch Things guided, but all 
were promiſcuouſly the Subject of theſe Mens Drolle - 
ty, eſpecially at the Beginning of the Viſitation: - 
It ſeems they had been check d for their open inſult» 
ing Religion in this Manner, by ſeveral good People 
ot every perſwaſion, and that, and the violent raging 
of the Infection, I ſuppoſe, was the Occaſion that 
they had abated much of their Rudeneſs, for ſome 
time before; and were only rous d by the Spirit of Ri- 
baldry, and Atheiſm, at the Clamour which was made, 
when the Gentleman was firſt brought in there, and 
| perhaps, were agitated by the ſame Devil, when 1 
bdol upon me to reprove them; rho? I did it ar firſt 
with all the Calmineſs, Temper, and Good-Manners 
ae 1 could, which, for a while, they inſulted me 
the more for, thinking ir had been in fear of their Re- 
| kntment, tho 2 they found the . 


I went Home indeed, griev'd and afflicted in my 
Mind, at the Abominable Wickedneſs of thoſe Men 
not doubting, however, that they would be made 
dreadful Examples of God's Juſtice; for I look'd up- 
this diſmal Time to be a particular Seaſon of Divine 
Vengeance, and that God would, on this Occafion, 
fingle out the proper Objects, of his Diſpleaſure, in a 
more eſpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano- - 
ther Time; and that, tho I did believe that many good 
People would, and did, fall in the common Calami- 
ty, and that it was no. certain Rule to judge of the 
eternal State of any one, by their being diſtinguiſni d in 
ſuch a Time of general Deſtruction, neither one Way 
or other; yet I ſay, it could not but ſeein reaſonable 
to believe, that God would not think fit to ſpare by 
his Mercy ſuch open declared Enemies, that ſhould 
inſult his Name and Being, defy his Vengeance, and 
mock at his Worihip and Worſhipers, at ſuch a Time, 
no not tho' his Mercy had thought fit to bear with, 
and ſpare them at other Times : That this was a Day 
of Vifitation; a Day of God's Anger; and thoſe 
Words came into my Thought. Jer. v. 9. Shall I not 
uiſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, and ſhall not ny 
Soul be avenged of ſuch. a Nation as ths? 
Thefe Things, I ſay, lay upon my Mind; and J 
vent home very much griev d and oppreſs d with the 
Horror of theſe Mens Wickedneſs, and to think that 
any thing could be ſo vile, fo hardened, and fo noto- 
riouſly wicked, as to inſult God and his Servants, 
and his Worſhip, in ſuch a Manner, and at ſuch a 
Time as this was; when he had, as it were, his Sword 
drawn in his Hand, on. purpoſe to take Vengeance, 
not on them only, but on the whole Nation. 
I had indeed, been in ſome Paſſion, at firſt, with 
them, tho" it was really raiſed, not by any Affront 
they had offered me perſonally, but by the Horror 
their blaſpheming Tongues fill d me with; however, 
'T was doubtful in my Thoughts, whether the Reſent 


ment I retaiti'd was not all upon my own private Ac- 
; * 2 
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- counts for they had given me a great deal of ill Lan- 
giusage too; I mean Perſonally; but after ſome Pauſe, 
and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, I re- 
tir d my ſelf, as ſoon as I came home, for I ſlept not 
that Night, and giving God moſt humble Thanks for 
my Preſervation in the eminent Danger I had been in, 
I ſet my Mind ſerioully, and with the utmoſt Earneſt- 
neſs, to pray for thoſe deſparate Wretches, that God 
would pardon them, open their Eyes, and effectually 
r ps 1M , | BY | 5 „ 3 FA e 
By this I not only did my Duty, namely, to pray 
for Wess who diſpitefully 'uſed me, but I fully try d 
my own Heart, to my full Satisfaction; that it was not 
fill'd with any Spirit of Reſentment as they had of- 
ended me in particular; and I humbly recommend 
the Method to all thoſe that would know, or be cer- 
tain, how to diſtinguiſh between their real Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the Effects of their private 
Paſſions and Reſentment 7 

But I muſt go back here to the particular Incidents 
which occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Vi- 
ſitation, and particularly, to the Time of their ſhut- 
ting up Houſes, in the firſt Part of the Sickneſs ; for 
before the Sickneſs was come to its Height, People 
had more Room to make their Obſervations, than 
they had afterward: But when it was in the Extre- 
mity, there was no ſuch Thing as Communication 
with one another, as before. 5 . 
Sy During the ſhutting up of Houſes, as T have ſaid, 
2 bone Violence was offered to the Watehmen; as to 
rd Bi Soldiers, there were none to be found; the few Guards 
ce, WW viich the King then had, which were nothing like 
e Number, entertain'd ſince, were diſperſs'd, either 
ith Wit Oxford with the Court, or in Quarters in the re- 

u ¶Nnoter Parts of the Country; ſmall detatchments ex- 

cor gcepted, who did Duty at the Tower, and at White- 

or al, and theſe but very few; neither am I poſitive, 

br that there was any other Guard at the Tower, than 
ee Farders, à they call'd them, who ſtand at the 


3 Moin 
Sate with Gowns and Caps, the ſame as the Yeomen ' 
of the Guard; except the ordinary Gunners; who 
were! 24, and the Officers appointed to look after the 
Magazine, who were eall'd Armourers: as to Traind- 
Bands, there was no Poſſibility of raiſing any, neither 
if the Lieutenancy, either of London or Mic 
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perhaps, occaſioned the 


ſtemper, have been ſo far from being forward to infect 


haye been ignorant and unwary. 
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ordered the Drums to beat for the Militia, would 
any of the Companies, I believe, have drawn to- 
gether, whatever Riſque they had run. 
Thismade the Watchmen be the leſs regarded, and 
ter Violence to be uſed 
againſt them ; I mention it on this Score, to obſerve 


that the ſetting Watchmen thus to keep the People in, | 
was (iſt) of all, not effectual, but that the People | 
broke out, whether by Force or by Stratagem, even 
almoſt as often as they pleas d: And (ad) that thoſe 
that did thus break out, were generally People infe&- 
ed, who in their Deſperation, running about from one | 
Place to another, valued not who they injur d, and l 
which perhaps, as I have ſaid, might give Birth to il © 
Report, that it was natural to the infected People to F 
deſire to infect others, which Report was really falſe. *F 
And I know it fo well, and in ſo many ſeveral Caſs, b. 
that I could give ſeveral Relations of good, pious, : 


and religious People, who,when they have had the Di- 


others, that they have forbid their own Family to 


come near them, in Hopes of their being prelerved ; G: 
and have even died without ſeeing their neareſt Re- ad 
lations, leſt they ſhould be inſtrumental to give them in; 

the Diſtemper, and infe& or endanger them: If then in 

there were Caſes wherein the intecded People were 1 
careleſs of the Injury they did to others, this was cer- 11 
tainly one of them, if not the chief, namely, when i fide 


People, who had the Diſtemper, had broken out from 
Houſes which were ſo ſhut up, and having been driven 
to Extremities for Provifion, or fot Entertainment, had 
endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have been 
thereby Inſtrumental involuntarily to intect 155 
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|  Thisisone of the Reaſons whyT believed them, and | 
do believe ſtill, chat the ſhutting up Houfes thus by 


Force, and reſtraining, or rather impriſoning People in 


| their own Houles, as is ſaid above, was of little or no 
Service in the Whole; nay, I am of Opinion, it was 
rather hurtful, having forc'd thoſe deſperate” People 


to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, WhO 
would otherwiſe have died quietly in theix Beds. 
1 remember one Citizen, who having thus broken 


out of his Houſe in Alderſgate-Street, or thereabout, 


went along the Road to [ſington, he attempted to have 
gone in at the 3 and afterithat, at the Y/hite- 
Horſe, two Inns known ſtill by the ſame Signs, but 
was refuſed ; after which he came to the Pyed Bull, 


an Inn alſo ſtill continuing the ſame Sign; he asked 


them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to 
be going into Lincoluſbire, and aſſuring them of his be- 


ing very ſound, and free from the Infection, which al- 
ſo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way. 


They told him they had no Lodging that they could 
ſpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they 


could ſpare that Bed but for one Night, ſome Provers 
being expected the next Day with Cattle; ſo, it he 
would accept of that Lodging, he might have it, 


which hę did; fo a Servant was ſent up with a Candle 
with him, to ſhew him the Room; he was very well 
dreſs d, and look d like a Perſon not uſed to lie in a 
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fech'd a 
deep Sigh; and ſaid to the Servant, I have ſeldom lain 
in ſuch a Lodging as this; however the Servant aſſur- 


ing him again, that they had no better. Well, ſays 
he, I muſt make ſhift; this is à dreadful Time, but it 


is but for one Night; fo he ſat down upon the Bed; 


| fide, and bad the maid, I think it mar, fetch him up a 

Pint of warm Ale; aegotdingly the Servant went or 
the Ale; but ſome Hurry in the Houſe, which per- 
haps, employed her otherways, put it out of her 
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The next Morning ſeeing no Appearance of the 
Gentleman, ſome Body in the Houſe asked the Ser- 
vant that had ſhewed him up Stairs, what was be- 
come of him ? She ſtarted ; Alas ſays ſhe, I never 
thought more of him: He bad me carry him ſome 
warm Ale, but I forgot; upon which, not the Maid, 
but ſome other Perſon, was ſent up to ſee after him, 
who. coming into the Room found him ſtark. dead, 
and almoſt cold, ſtretch'd out croſs the Bed; his 
Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes open 

in a moſt frightful Poſture, the Rog of the Bed being 
graſped hard in one of his Hands; ſo that it was plain 
he died ſoon after the Maid left him, and tis proba: 
ble, had ſhe gone up with the Ale, ſhe had found him 
dead in a few Minutes after he ſat down upon the 
Bed. The Alarm was great in the Houſe, as any 
one may ſuppoſe, they having been free from the Di- 
ſtemper, till that Diaſter, which bringing the Infe- 
ction to the Houſe, ſpread it immediately to other 
Houſes round about it; I do not remember how ma- 
ny died in the Houſe it ſelf, but I think the Maid 
ſently ill by the Fright, and ſeyeral others; for where - 
LIN! as there died but two in 1ſlingron of the Plague the 
"1 Week befote, there died 17 the Week after, whereof 
on. 14 were of the Plague; this was in the Week from 
104 the 11th of July to the 18. 
_ There was one Shift that ſome Families had, and 


that not a few, when their Houſes happened to be 
infected, and that was this; The Families, who in the 
firſt breaking out of the Diſtemper, fled away in- 
to the Country, and had Retreats among their 
Friends, generally found ſome or other of their Neigb- 
bours or Relations to commit the Charge of thoſe 
Houſes to, for the Safety of the Goods, and the like. 
Some Houſes were indeed, entirely lock d up; the 
Doors padlockt, the Windows and Doors having 
Deal - Boards nail d over them, aud only the Inſpectiol 
of them committed to the ordinary Watchmen and Pa- 
riſh Officers; but theſe were but fem. lt 


8 


It was thought that there were not leſs than 
10000 Houſes forſaken of the Inhabitants in tage 
City and Suburbs, including what was in the Out. 
Pariſhes, and in Surrey, or the Side of the Water 
they call'd Southwark, This was beſides the Numbers 
of Lodgers, and of particular Perſons who were 
fled out of other Families; ſo that in all it was com- 
puted that about 200000 People were fled and gone 
in all: But of this I ſhall ſpeak. again: But I men- 
tion it here on- this Account, namely, that it was a 
Rule with thoſe who had thus two Houſes in their 
Keeping, or Care, that if any Body was taken ſick in 
a Family, before the Maſter of the Family let the 
Examiners, or any other Officer, know of it, he im- 
mediately would ſend all the reſt of his Family whe- 
ther Children or Servants, as it fell out to be, to ſuch 
other Houſe which he had ſo in Charge, and thnen 
giving Notice of the ſick Perſon to the Examiner, 
have a Nurſe, or Nurſes appointed; and have ano- 
ther Perſon to be ſhut up in the Houſe with them 
(which many for Money would do) ſo to take 
Charge of the Houſe, in caſe the Perſon ſhould. die. 
This was in many Caſes the ſaving a whole Fa- 
mily, who, if they had been ſhut up with the ſick 
Perſon, would inevitably haves periſhed :. But on the 
other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies 
of ſhutting up Houſes ; for the Apprehenſions and 
Terror of being ſhut up, made many run away with - 
the reſt cf the Family, who, tho! it was not publick- . 
ly known, and they. were not quite ſick; had yet 
the Diſtemper upon- them; and who by having an 


uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig - 
ed ſtill to conceal their Circumftances, or perhaps 
not knowing it themſelves, gave the Diſtemper 
to others, and ſpread! the Infection in a dreadful 
Manner, as I ſhall explain farther! hereafter, | -- 
And here I may be able to make an Obſervation 
or two of my on, which may be of uſe hereafter to 
thoſe, into whoſe Hands this may come, if they 

ſhould ever ſee the like 8 Viſitation, (% Mee | 
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Infection generally came into the Houſes of the G. 
tizens, by the Means of their Servants, who, they 
were obliged to ſend up and down the Streets for Ne ; 
ceſſaries, that is to ſay, for Food, or Phyſick, to Bake- 
houſes, Brew-houſes, Shops, c. and whogoing neceſ- 
 arily thro! the Streets into Shops, Markets, and the 
like, it was impoſſible, but that th they ſhould one way 
or other, meet with diſtempered people, who con- 
yeyel the fatal Breath into them, and they brought 
it Home to the Families, to which they — 
(2.) It was a great Miſtake, that ſuch a great 
as this had but one Peſt -Houſe for had there been, 
inſtead of one EG pans beyond —— 9 
where, n could receive, perhaps, 200 or 
go Peo had there inſtead of that one been 
an eſt· hou es, every one able to contain a thou- 
ſand People without lying two in a Bed, or two Beds 
in a Room; and had every Maſter of a Family, as ſoon 
as any Servant eſpecially, had been taken ſick in his 
Hooſs, been obliged to fend thety to the nent Peft 
Houſe, if they 5 willing, as many were, and had 
the Examiners done the like among the 7 poor People, 
ng any had been ſtricken with the — I 
y, had this been done where the People were wile 
ok, (not otherwiſe) and the Houſes not been ſhot, 
1 am perſwaded, and was all the While of that Opr- 
nion, that not ſo many, by ſeveral Thouſands, bad 
died; for it was foro ad: and I'could give ſeveral 
Inſtances within the Compaſs of my own ih _— 
| wherea Servant had been taken ſi & and the Fan 


had either Time to ſend them out, or retire — If 
the Houſe, and leave the ſick Perſon, as I have ſaid 
above, they had all been preſerved, whereas, When mo 
upon 285 or more, ſickning ina Family, the Houſe Suf 
has been ſhut up, the whole Family have periſhed, dur 
and the Bearers been oblig'd to go in to fetch out Viſ 
| the Lead Bodies; none beingable to bring them ta In | 
the Door; and at laſt none Clef to do it. hi 


* Papen it out of Queſt tome, that the Col 
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mity was ſpread by Infection, that is tofay, by ſome - 
G Steams, pe. Fumes, which the Phyſicians call 
Stench of the Sores of the ſick Perſons, or ſome other 
Way, | Jnr eee even the Reach of the Phyſi - 
cians them elyes, which Fffuvia affected the Sound, 


| who come Within certain Diſtances of the Sick, im- 


mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the ſaid | 
ſound Perſons, putting their Blood into an immediate 
ferment, and agitating their Spirits to that Degree 
which it was found they were agitated; and ſo thoſe 
newly infected Perſons communicated it in the ſame 
Manner to others; and this I ſhall give ſome Inftan- 
ces of, that cannot but convince thoſe who ſeriouſly 
confider it; and I cannot but with ſome Wonder, 
find ſome People, now the Contagion is over, talk of 
its being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, without 
1 of Means, haying Commiſſion to ſtrike 
this and that particular Perſon, and none other; 
which I look upon with Contempt, as the Efle& of 


manifeſt Ignorance and Enthuſiaſim; Likewiſe the 


Opinion of others, who talk of infection being car- 
ned on by the Air only, by carrying with it vaſt 
Numbers of Inſects, and inviſible Creatures, who en- 
ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the 
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit moſt ' 
acute Tm or poiſonous Ove, or Eggs, which 
mingle themſelves with the Blood, and ſo infe& the 
Body; a Diſcourſe. full of learned Simplicity, and 
manifefted to be ſo by univerſal Experience; but 
I ſhall ſay more to this Caſe in its Order. © - 
I mnſt here take farther Notice that Nothing was 
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the 
Supine 1 of the People themſelves, who 
during the Iong Notice, or Warning they had of the 
Viſitation, * made no Proviſion for it, by laying 
in Store of Proviſions, or of other Neceſſaries; by 
| Vhich they might haye liv'd retir'd, and within 
ſbeir own Houles, as I have obſerved, others a 4 
| 2 8 ana 
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and who were in a great Meaſure preferv'd by that 
Caution; nor were they, after they were a little 
' hardened to it ſoſhye of converſing with one ano- 
ther, when actually infected, as they were at firſt, 
bd AAA 
l acknowledge I was one of thoſe thoughtleſs Ones, 
that had made ſo little Proviſion, that my Servants 
were obliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle 
by Penny and Half-penny, juſt as before it begun, 
even till my Experience ſhewing me the Folly, I 
began to be wiſer ſo late, that I had ſcarce Time to 
ſtore my ſelf ſufficient for our common Subſiſtence 
ng oy $207 =4Þ 
I had in Faguly | ply an antient Woman, that 
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managed the Houſe, id-Servant, two Appren- 

- tices; and my ſelf; and the Plague beginning to re 
encreaſe about us, I had many fad Thoughts about du 
what Counts 3 au HS __ how I han act; WI 
the many diſmal Objects, which happened every - el 
where = I went abont the Streets, had ella my 2 
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fear of the Di- vat 

ſtemper it ſelf, which was indeed, very horrible in WM an 

1 ſel and in ſome more than in others, the ſwellings b [ 

which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when jec 
they grew hard, and would not break, grew fo pain- pre 
ful, that it was equal to the moſt exquiſite Tor- ane 
ture; and ſome not able to bear the Torment. threw 4 

- themſelves out at Windows, or ſnot themſelves, or Nai 
cotherwiſe made themſelves away, and I ſaw ſeveral _ dif 
diſmal Objects of that Kind: Others unable to con · obli 
tain themſelves, vented their Pain by inceſſant tak 


Roarings, and ſuch lond and lamentable Cries were 
to be heard as we walk'd along the Streets, that 
would Pierce the very Heart to think of, eſpecially 
when it was to be conſidered, that the ſame dread- 
ful Scourge might be expected every Moment to 
lere upon; dur ehe. oor i te ok 

I cannot fay, but that now TI began to faint in 
jo my Reſalutions, my Heart tails me very inn, 
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and ſorely L repented of my Raſhneſs: When I had 
brew — and met with duch tende Things as theſe 
I have talked of; I ſay, I repented my Raſhneſs in 
' venturing to abide in Ton: I wiſh'd often, that I 
had not taken upon me to ſtay, but had gone away 
with my Brother and his Famii x. 
Terrified by thoſe frightful Objects, I would retire 
Home ſometimes, and reſolve to go out no more, and 
perhaps, I would keep thoſe Reſolutions for three or 
four Days, which Time I ſpent in the moſt ſerious 
Thankfulneſs for my Preſervation, and the Preſer- 
vation of my Family, and the conſtant Confeſſion of 
my Sins, giving my ſelf up to God every Day, and 
applying to him with Telling, Humiliation, and 

Meditation: Such intervals as Thad, I employed in 
reading Books, and in writing down my Memoran- 
dums of what occurred to me every Day, and out of 
which, afterwards, I for moſt of this Work as it 
relates to my Obſervations without Doors: What I 
wrote of my private Meditations I reſerve for pri- 
vate Uſe, and deſire it may not be made publick on 
an eccant What. 8 
l alſo wrote other Meditations upon Divine Sub- 
jects, ſuch as occurred to me at that Time, and were 
profitable to my ſelf, but not fit for any other View, 
and therefore I ſay no more of that. 
I had a very good Friend, a Phyſician, whoſe 
Name was Heath, who J 3 during this 
diſmal Time, and to whoſe Advice I was very much 
oblig d for many Things which. he directed me to 
take, by way of preventing the Infection when I 
went out, wh found I frequently did, and to hold 
in my Mouth when I was in the Streets; he alſo 
came very oſten to ſee me, and as he was a good 
Conyerſation was a very great Support to me in the 
* of this terribe Ii m. 
It was now the ee and the 
n 
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where I liv], and Dr. Heath coming to viſit me, and 
finding that I ventured fo often out in the Streets, 
earneſtly perſwaded me to lock my ſelf up and my 
Family, and not to ſuffer any of us to go out of 
Doors; to keep all our Windows faſt, Shutters and 
Curtains cloſe, and never to open them; but firſt, 
to make a very ſtrong Smoke in the Room, where the 
Window, ox Door was to be opened, with Rozen and 
Pitch, Brimftone, or Gunpowder, and the like, and 
we did this for ſome Time: But as I had not laid in 

a Store of Proviſion for ſuch a retreat, it was impoſ- 
ſible that we could keep within Doors entirely; 
however, I attempted, tho' it was. ſo very late, to 
do ſomething towards it; and firſt, as I had Conve. 
nience both for Brewing and N I went and 
bought two Sacks of Meal, and for ſeveral Weeks, 
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread; alſo] 
bought Malt, and brew'd as much Beer as all the 
Casks I had would hold, and which ſeem'd enough 
to ſerve my Houſe for five or fix Weeks; alſo 1 laid in 

a Quantity of Salt-butter and Cheſhire Cheeſe , but I 
had no Fleſh-meat, and the N 29ge ſo violent- 

ly among the Butchers, and Slaughter-Houſes, on 
the other Side of our Street, where they are known 
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was not adviſ- 
able, fo much as to go over the Street among them. 
And here I muſt obſerve again, that this Neceſſi- 
ty ef going out of our Houſes to buy Proviſions, was 
in a great Meaſure the Ruin of the whole City, for 
the People catch'd the Diſtemper, on thoſe Occa- 
ſions, one of another, and even the Proviſions them- 
ſelves were often tainted, at leaſt I have great Rea - 
ſon to believe ſo; and therefore I cannot fay with 
Satisfaction what I know is repeated with great Aſ- 
ſurance, that the Market People, and ſuch as brought 
Proviſions, to Town, were never infected: I am cer- | 
tain, the Butchers of — where the greateſt 
Part of the Fleſh-meat was killed, were dreadfully 
TIM, and Ole or ee 
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of their Shops were kept open, and thoſe that re- 
main d of them, kill'd their Meat at Mile-Exd, and 
that Way, and brought it to. Market upon Horſes. 
However, the poor People cou'd not lay up Provi- 
ſions, and there was a neceſſity, that they muſt go 
to Market to buy, and others to ſend Servants or their 
Children; and as this was a Neceſſity which re- 
new'd it ſelf daily; it brought abundance of un- 
ſound People to the Markets, and a great many 
that went thither Sound, brought Death Home with 
It is true, People us d all poſſible Precaution, 
when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Market, 
they would not take it of the Butchers Hand, but 
take it off of the Hooks themſelves. On the other 
Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money, 
but have it put into a Pot ol of Vinegar which he 
kept for that purpoſe. The Buyer carry'd always 
ſmall Money to make up any odd Sum, that they 
mignt take no Change. They carry'd Bottles for 
Scents, and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the 
Means that could be us'd,- were us d: Bur then the 
Poor cou'd not do even theſe things, and they went 
JJ. . ar hy Coe RT 
Innumerable diſmal Stories we heard every Day 
on this very Account: Sometimes a Man or Wo- 
man dropt down Dead in the very Markets; for ma- 
ny People that had the Plague upon them, knew no- 
thing of it; till the inward Gangreen had affected 
their Vitals and they dy'd in a few Moments; 
this caug'd, that many died frequently in that Man- 
ner in the Streets ſuddainly, without any warning : 
Others perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk or 
Stall; or to any Door, Porch, and juſt fit down and 
dic, as I have ſaid before, DEE In 
Theſe Objects were ſo frequent iff the Streets, 
that when the Plague came to be very raging, On 
one Side, there was ſearce any paſſing by the Streets, 
but that ſeveral dead Bodies would be lying _ = 


ann 7. 
and there upon the Ground; on the other hand it is ob 


ſervable, that tho at firſt, the People would ſtop as they 


went along, and call to the Neighbours to come out on 


ſuch an Occaſion; yet, after ward, no Notice was ta- 
ken of them; but that, it at any Time we found a Corps 
lying, go croſs the Way. and not come near it; or 


5 it in a narrow. Lane or Paſſage, go back again, and 


ſeek ſome other Way to go on the Buſineſs we were 
upon; and in thoſe Caſes, the Corps was always leſt, 
till the Officers had notice, to come and take them 
away; or till Night, when the Bearers attending the 
Dead-Cart would take them up, and earry them a“ 
way: Nor did thoſe undaunted Creatures, who per- 
formed theſe Offices, fail to ſearch their Pockets, 
and ſometimes ſtrip off their Cloths, if they were 
well dreſt, as ſometimes they were, and carry off 
„„ GEL EE ICT En 
But to return to the Markets; the Butchers took 
that Care, that if any Perſon dy d in the Market, they 
had the Officers always at Hand, to take them up 
upon Hand- barrows, and carry them to the next 
Zhurch-Yard ; and this was ſo frequent that ſuch 
were not entred in the weekly Bill, found Dead in the 
Streets or Fields, as is the Caſe now; but they went 
into the general Articles of the great Diſtemper. 
But now the Fury of the Diſtemper encreaſed to 
ſuch a Degree, that even the Markets were but very 
thinly furniſhed with Proviſions, or frequented with 
Buyers, compair'd to what they were before; and 
the Lord-Mayor cauſed the Country-People who 
brought Proviſions, to be ſtop'd in the Streets lead- 
ing into the Town, and to fit down there with their 
Goods, where they ſold what they brought, and 
went immediately away; and this Encourag'd the 
Country People greatly to do ſo, for they ſold their 
Proviſions at the very Entrances into the 'Fown, 
and even in the Fields; as particularly in the Fields | 
beyond Myite- Chippel, in Sirtle-fields. Note, Thoſe 
Streets now called Spictle-Fields, were then _ Ly 
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Fields; Alſo in St. George feld. in Southwork, in Bum fs 
il Fields, and in a great Field, .call'd }/00d's-Cleſe 
near Iſlington; thither the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, 
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and Magiſtrates, ſent their Officers and Servants to 


buy for their Fatailies, themſelves keeping within 
Doors as much as poſſible ; and the like did many 


other People; and after this Method was taken; the 


Country People came with great chearfulneſs; and 
brought Proviſions of all Sorts, and very ſeldom got 
any harm; which I ſuppoſe, added alſo to that Re- 
port of their being Miraculouſly preſerv C0. 
As for my little Family, having thus as I have 
ſaid, laid in a Store of Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, and 
Beer, I took my Friend and Phyſician's Advice, and 
lock'd my {elf up, and my Family, and reſolv'd to 
| ſuffer the hardſhip of Living a few Mouths without 
Fleſh- Meat, rather than to purchaſe. it at the ha- 
zad , tmX̃, x Eo oe. 
But tho I conſin d my Family, I could not prevail 
upon my unſatisfy d Curioſity to ſtay within entirely 
my ſelf ; and tho I generally came frighted and ter- 
rited Home, yet I cou'd not reſtrain ; only that in- 
deed, I did nar do it ſo frequently as at firlt. 
1 had ſome little Obligations indeed upon me, to 
go to my Brothers Houſe, which was in Coleman 
ſtreet Pariſh, and which he had left to my Care, and 
1wenrt at firſt every Day, but afterwards only once, 
JJ...“ d ot 
In theſe Walks I had my diſmal Scenes before 
my Eyes, as particularly of Perſons falling dead in the 
Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Women, 
who in their Agonies would throw open their Cham- 
ber Windows, and cry out in a diſmal Surpriſing 
Manner; it is impoſſible to deſcribe the Vanety of 
Poſtures, in which the Paſlions of the Poor People 
would Expreſs themſelves. - . „ 
Paſſing thro' Token-Honſe-Tard in Lothbury, of a 
ſudden a Caſement violently opened juſt over my 
Head, and a Woman gave three frightful 8 
N e en 2 
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wagen ea Ob! Death, Death, Death! fna thu 


| inimitable Tone, and which ſtruck me with Horror 
and a Chilnefs, in my very Blood; There Was no 
Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither did 
any other Window open; for People had no Curio- 
ſity now in any Caſe; nor could any Body help one 
another; ſo I went on to paſs into Bell-Alley. 

uſt in Bell-Alley, on the right Hand of the Paſ: 
ſage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho 
it was not ſo directed out at the Window, but the 
whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could 


hear Women and Children run skreaming about the 


to mellancholy Madn 


Rooms hke diſtracted, when a Garret Window open- 
ed, and ſome body from a Window on the other Side 
the Alley, calFd and ask'd, hat is the Matter? up- 
on Which, from the firſt Window it was anſwered, 
O Lord, my Old Maſter bas hang d bimſelf ! The other 
ask'd again, Is be quite dead? and the firſt anſwer d, 
Ay, ay, quite dead; quite dead and cold! This Perſon 
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman, and very 
rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho? I knew 
his Name too, but that would be an Hardſhip to 
the Family, which is now flouriſhing again. 
But, this is but one; it is ſcarce credible what 
dreadful Caſes happened in particular Families eve- 
ry Day; People in the Rage of the Diſtemper, or 
in the Torment of their Swellings, fen was indeed 
_ Intollerable, running out of their own Government, 
raving and diltracted, and oftentimes laying vio- 
lent Hands upon themſelves, throwing themſelyes 
out at their Windows, ſhooting themſelves, &c. Mo- 
thers murthering their own Children, in their Luna- 
cy, ſome dying of meer Grief, as a Paſſion, ſome of 
meer Fright and Surprize, without any Infection at 
all; others frighted into Idiotiſin, and fooliſh Di- 
ſtractions, ſome into . 5 and Lunacy; others in- 
App: e 


The Pain of the ez e in particular very 
vialent, aud to foe intollerable; the Efe, 
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as Sur reoNs may be Gia to 9 e ma- 
ny poor Creatures, even to Death. The Swell- 
lings in ſome ef hard, and Wepa apply d violent 
drawing Plaſters, or Pultices, to them; and 
if theſe did not do, they cut and ſcarified them! in a 
terrible Manner: in dme, thoſe Swellings were 
made hard, partly by the Force of the Diſtemper, 
and partly by their being too violently drawn, and 
were ſo hard, that no Inſtrument could cut them, 
and then they burnt them with Cauſticks, ſo that 
many died raving mad with the Torment; and 
fond in the very Operation. In theſe Diftreſſes, | 
| ſome for want of Help to hold them down in their : 
Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon them- 
ſelves. as above. Some broke out into the Streets, 
perhaps W and would 170 n 8 to 
the Rev if they were not ſtopt by t atchm 
or other Olfcers yo plunge themſelves into the 
Water, wherever they found it. 
. ron iercd my very Soul to hear the Groans 
and Crys of thoſe who ec thus it but of 
the Two, this was counted the moſt promiſing Parti- 
cular in the whole Infection; for, ift heſe Sellin gs 
could be brought toa Head, and to break and run, 
or as the Surgeons call it, to di 1 0 the Patient ge- 
nerally recover d; whereas thoſe, who like the Gen- 
tlewoman's Daughter, were ſtruck with Death at 
the Beginning, and had the Tokens come out upon 
them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a lit- 
 tlebefore they died, and ſome till the oment they 
dropt down, as in Appoplexies and Epelepſies, is of- 
ten the Caſe; ſuch would be taken ſuddenly ve- 
ry-ſick, and would run toa Bench or Bulk, or any 
convenient Place that offer d it ſelf, er to their own 
Houſes, if poſſible, as I mentioned Before. and there 
lit down, grow faint and die. This kind of dyin = 0 
much the ſame, as it was with thoſe who die of ce 
mon Mortifications, who die ſwooning, and as 
very ö a Dream, ſuch as ae thus, Tad 


"36 * 


n * 1 ** . ” ” 4 y , J 
* 7 Y mY ba = * $ of - 7 
< * F 10 X * . 
* \ a * TY . 8 7 
* . x - 1 5 4 K : 
< 7 : Ke * 
A ; r 4 f 0 5 . Y 1 ES . 
* ; yy — 80 0 1 4 ; * 8 * F 3 2 * 
| | E M O L K F g 5 { 
7 C ö . "i r I 11 5 , 8 a q bs 
| J KX 8 9 f 
5 ln 5 2 - : 1 H i 4 K * * £ 


the Gangreen was ſpread thro their whole Body; 


dor other Parts of their Body, and ſaw the Tokens. 


ries told us of Nurſes and Watchmen, who looked 
after the dying People, that is to ſay, hir'd Nurſes, 
Who attended infected People, uſing them da ue 


been but one perſon left, and Fear that one ly-. 


— — 
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committed, and I think two were ſent to Priſon for 


commit a Murder, at leaſt, none equal to the Fact 


Bead, and carried out, they would, break f all 
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very little Notice of this being infefted at al, Gl 


nor could Phyficians themſelves, . know.” certainly 
how it was with them, till they opened their Breaſts, 


We had at this Time a great many frightful Sto- 


ly, ſtarving them, ſmothering them, or by other 
wicked Means, haſtening their End, that is to ſay, 
murthering of them : And Watchmen being ſet 
to guard Houſes that were ſhut up, when there has 


4 
4a 


ing ſick, that. they have broke in and murthered 
that Body, and- immediately, thrown them out into 
the Dead-Cart! and ſo they have gone ſcarce cold 


I cannot ſay, but that ſome ſuch Murthers were 


it, but died before they could be try d; and I have 
heard that three others, at ſeveral Times, were ex- 
cuſed. for Murthers of that kind; but I muſt ſay 1. 
believe nothing of its being ſo common a Crime, as 
ſome have ſince been pleas'd to ſay, nor did it ſeem 
to be ſo rational, where the People were brought ſo 
low as not to be able to help themſelves, for ſuch 
ſeldom recovered, and there was no Temptation to 
where they were ſure Perſons would die in fo ſhort 
a Time; and covld not H ð ͤ 
That there were a great many Robberies and 
wicked Fractiſes committed even in this dreadful 
Time I do not deny; the Power of Avarice,was ſo 
_Krong in ſome, that they would run any Hazard to 
ſeal and to plunder,. and particularly in Houſes | 
where all the Families, or Inhabitants have been ner, ag 
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at Aion ls even the Cloths off of gil dead Bodies, 
and the Bed-cloaths from others where they lay dead. 
© This, T ſuppoſe, muſt be the Caſe of a Family in 
| Hownd inch, where a Man and his Daughter, the 
reſt of the Rumi being, as 1 ſuppoſe, carried away be- 
fore by the Dead-Cart, were found "ark naked, one 
in one Chamber, and one in another, lying Dead on 
the Floor; 500 the Cloths of the Beds, from whence, 
tis ſuppo! ſed they were roll'd off by Thieves, ſtoln, 
and carried quite away. _. 

It is indeed to be obſery'd, that the Women were 
in all this Calamity, the mot raſh, fearleſs, and deſ- 
perate Creatures; and as there were vaſt Numbers 
that went about as Nurſes, to tend thoſe that were 
ſick, they committed a great many Petty Thieve- 
ries in the Houſes where 25 were em 8 5 and 
ſome of them were publickly; whipt for it, [when 
perhaps, they ought rather to have jth hanged 
for Examples; for Numbers of filoaſes were robbed 
on theſe 889355 ions, till at length, the Pariſh Of- 
ficers were ſent to recommend Nurſes to the Sick, 
| and always took an Account who it was they ſent, 

ſo as that "they x ight call them to account, if the 
Houſe had been abuſed where they were placed. 

But theſe Robleries extended chiefly to Wearing: 
Cloths, Linen, and what Rings, or Money they cou 
come at, when the Perſon d 17 5 who was under their 
Care, but not to à general Plunder of the Houſes; 
ws. I N . of one of theſe Norles, 
who ſeveral Nears a being on her Death- 41. 
confeſt with the utmoſt Horror, the Robberries ſhe. 
had committed 4 551 the Time of her being à Nurſe, 
and by which ſhe had enriched her elf to a great 
Degree: But as for murthers, 1 do not find that 
there was ever any Proof of the Facts, in the N a 


ner, as at has been ręported, except at above; 3 
They did tell me. indeed of a Horte ite eue 
Pla 5 chat laid a wet Cloth npon the Fade of a) fr. 
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to his Life, who was juſt expiring before: And another 
that ſmother'd a young Woman ſhe was looking to, 
when ſhe was in a fainting fir, and would have come 
to her ſelf: Some that kill'd them by giving them 
one Thing, ſome another, and ſome ſtarved them by 
iving them nothing at all: But theſe Stories had two 
lars of Suſpicion that always attended them, which 
cauſed me always to light them, and to look on them 
as meer Stories, that People continually frighted one 
another with. (r.) That wherever it was that we 
heard it, they always placed the Scene at the far - 
ther End of the Town, oppoſite, or- moſt remote 
from where you were to hear it: If you heard it in 
N die- Chapel, it had happened at St. Giles's, or at 
Weſtminſter, or Holborn, or that End of the Town; 
if you heard of it at that End of the Town, then 
it was done in bite Chapel, or the Minories, ot about 
_ Cripplegate Pariſh : If you heard of it in the City, 
why, then it had happened in Suibwark; and if you 
heard of itin e then it was done in the City, 
VVVVVV%% ͤ . -.. 
In the next Place, of what Part ſoever you: heard 
the Story, the Particulars. were always the ſame, eſpe- 
cially that of laying a wet double Cloutꝰon a dying 
Man's Face, and that of ſmothering a young Gentle- 
. woman; ſo that it was apparent, atleaſt to my Judg- 
ment, that there was more of Tale than of Truth in 
However, I cannot fay, but it had ſome Effect up 
on the People, and particnlarly/ that, as I ſaid be- 
fore, they grew miore cautions who they took. into 
their Houſes, and who they truſted their Lives with; 
and had them always recommended, if they could 
and where they could not” find ſuch, for they were 
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calling for help, and even for Suſtenance out at their 
Windows, in a moſt miſerable and deplorable man- 


es of ſuch Perſons or Families, were repreſented. to 
my Lord-Mayor, they always were reliev'd. 
It is true, in ſome Houſes where the People were 
not very poor; yet, where they had ſent perhaps 
their Wives and Children away; and if they had any 
Servants, they had been diſmi 40 
to ſave the Expences, many ſuch as theſe ſhut 
themleldes in, and not having Help, dy'd alone. 
A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having 


ſome Money owing, to him from a Shopkeeper in 


bite Croſs-ftreet, or there abouts, ſent his Appren- 
tice, a youth about 18 Years of Age, to endeavour 
to get the Money: He came to the Door, and find- 
ing 1t ſnut, knockt pretty hard, and as he thought, 
heard ſome Body anſwer within, but was not ſure, 


So he waited, 6 after ſome ſtay knockt again, and 


then a third Time, when he heard ſome Body com- 
ing down Stairs. 

"AE length the Man of the Houſe « came to the Door ; 5 
he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yellow 
Flannel Waſtcoat; no Stockings, a pair of Slipt - Shoes, 


a white Cap on "bis head ; and as the Young r. 


Jaid, Death in his Face. 
' When he open'd the Door, fays 2 ber do jon 


diſturb me thus for ? the Boy, tho' a little ſurpriz d, re- 


ply*d, I come from ſuch one, and 20 Maſter ſent me 
for the Money, which be Jay yo know. of : Very well 
Child, returns the living Ghoſt, call as. you. go by at 


Cris pl gate Church, and bid them ring the Bel, and with 
roſs ords, ſhut-the Door again, and went up a- 
gain, and Dy d, The ſame Day; nay, perhaps the 
ſame Hour: This, the young Man told me himſelf, 
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the Plague was not come to a Height: I think it 


. gp 


them, N TUM Many of thoſe died 


ner; but it muſt be added, that when ever the Ca- 


I fay it is true, that 
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and 1 have Reaſon to believe it. This was while 
"WI * Towards the latter VI 
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102 J 1 98 
it muſt be before the Dead Carts came about, and 
| | ging the Bell 

for the Dead, which was over for certain, in that Pa- 
riſh at leaſt, before the Month of Juhy; for by the 
25th of July, there died 550 and upward in «Week | 
and then they cou'd no more bury in Form, Rich or 


1 1 
32 
» 


I have mention'd above, that notwithſtanding this 
dreadful Calamity; yer the Numbers of Thieves 
were abroad upon all Occafions, where they had 
found any Prey; and that theſe were generally Wo- 
men. It was one Morning about 11 a Clock, 1 
had walk'd out to my Brothers Houſe in Coleman - 
ſtreet Pariſh, as I often did, to ſee that all was Safe. 
My Brother's Houſe had a little Court be- 


fore it, and a Brick-Wall with a Gate in it; and 


within that, ſeveral Ware-houſes, where his Goods 
of ſeveral Sorts lay: It happen d, that in one of theſe 
Ware-heules, were ſeveral Packs of Womens high- 
Crown'd Hats, which came out of the Country ; and 
were, as I ſuppoſe, for Exportation wliftiee'l know 

l was ſurpriz d that when came near my Brother's 
Door, which was in a - Place they call'd Swan- Aly, 
I met;three or four Women with High-ctown'd Hats 
on their Heads; and as I remembred afterwards, 
one, if not more, had ſome Hats likewiſe in their 


A 
* 
9 


RE ERS 


Miſtreſs, ſaid I, have you bad there ? There are more 
People there, (aid the, T have fad no more, Buli- 

neſs there than they. I was haſty to get to the Gate. 
then, and {aid no more to her; by which means ſhe. 
VVV 


+ an 


— 


' 


ok n But juſt as I came to hs Gate, 1 


{aw two more coming croſs the Yard to come out 
with Hats alſo on their Heads, and under their 

Arms; at which I threw the Gate too behind me, 
which having a Spring Lock faſtened it ſelf; and 


turning to the open forſooth ſaid I, what: * 


ye doing bere? and ſeia d upon the Hats, and = 


them from them. One of them, Who I — 


did not look like a Thief. Indeed ſays ſhe; we are 
wrong; but we were told, they were Goods that | 


had no Owner; be pleas d to take them again, an 
look yonder, there are more ſuch Cuſtomers as we : 


She' da: look'd. pitifully ; ſo I'took the Hats 


from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be 
gone, for I pity d the Women indeed But when I 


ook d —— the Ware-houſe, as* ſhe directed, 


there were ſix or ſeven more all, Women, fitting them- 

ſelves with Hats, as unconcerned and quiet, as if 

_ had been * a Hattert Shop, buying for Tn 
one 

1 — Suden aha the Sight offo may Idjevis 
only, but at the Circumſtances I was in; being now 

to thruſt: my ſelf in among ſo many People, who for 

lome Weeks, had been ſo ſhye of my Tf, that if Fmet 


any Body in the Street, 1 would croſs. the Way | 


from them. 

They were equally; fornix d, thet: on. another Ac- 
count: They all told me, they were Neighbours, 
that they had heard any one might take them, that 
they were no Bodies Goods, and the like. I talk'e 


big to them at firſt 5 went back to the Gate, and 
at they were all my Priſo» 

ners; — to Lock them all into the Ware 

bouſe, and go and beach 5 ene Officers 0 


took out᷑ the Key 3 ſo 


for them, 
They beg'd bang proteliec)- er Gund: the 


Gare open, and ther: Ware-houſe Door open; and 


that it had: no doubt been broken open by ſ 


who to * of 3 
8 


1 P. IL. 4 i: VE. | 1203 


— - 


— 3 _— _ 
. — NY > 4 4 mY — 
AY - 2 7 = = rn — > => — Wh (1 
e 1 ü. r ò˙ • ̃—˖§—Xà:Zi > fx 2 LETS ——— 3 . er VEE — 
bs . Ne n r 4 N r 2 8 es " * 
8 » D . ST 6 Y * by Sg Rn, OE Ss «+ > 
— — 1 . — * A a - wal — TS 
* _ 8 b r Sg Tg wr ty nt ern 3 A — 5 1 1 2 w > S 
a =——= > K 7 _— = _ E bh 7 — n r 5 r 
- — i 8 — g 0 8 


104 5 
which Merch war realviiahle oh believe, becauſe chẽ 
Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the 
Door on the out · ſide alſo looſe ; and not avudence 
-of the Hats carry'd away. 

At length I confider'd, thar: hs not a Time | 
to be Cruel and Rigorous; and beſides that, it 
would neceſſarily oblige me to go much about, to 
have ſeveral People come to me, and J go to ſeveral, 
whoſe Circumſtances of Health, I knew nothing of; 
and that even, at this Time the Plague was ſo iph, 5 
as that there dy d 4000 a Week; ſo that in ſhowing 
my Reſentment, or even in ſceking Juſtice for my 
Brother's Goods, I might loſe my own Life ; ſo I | 
_ contented my ſelf, with taking the Names and Places 
where ſome of them lived, who were really-Inhabi- 
rants in the Neighbourhood ; and threatning that 
my Brother ſhould call them to an Account for it, 
/when he return d to his Habitation. 

Then I talk d a little upon another Food with 
them; and ask d them how they could do ſuch Things 
as theſe, in a Time of ſuch general Calamity; and 
as it were, in the Face of Gods molt dreadful Judg- 
ments, when the Plague was at their very Doors; 

and it may be in their very Houſes; and they did not 
know, but that the Dead-Carr might ſtop at their 
Doors1 ina few Hours, to carry them to their Graves. 
I cou'd not perceive that my Diſcourſe made much 
Impreſſion upon them all that while; till it-happened, 
that there came two Men of the Neighbourhood, 
hearing of the Diſturbance, and knowing my Brother, 
for they had been both dependants upon his Family, 
and they came to my Aſſiſtance: Theſe being as 1 
ſaid Neighbours, ha re: knew three of the © Wo- 
men, and told me who they were, and where they 
| liv'd; and it ſeems, they had given me a true Account 
of themſelves before. 
This brings theſe two Men te a farther Remem- 
brivce: The Name of one was John Hayward, who 


was a that * . of the Pariſh of St. 
e 
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K oleman-ftreety by under . der- 
Dk that- Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the 
Dead: This Man carryd or affiſted to carry 
al the Dead to their Graves, which were bury d 
in that large Pariſh, and who were carried in Form; 


and after that Form of Burying was ſtopt, went with _ 
the Dead Cart and the Bell, to feteh the dead Bodies 


from the Houſes where they lay, and fetehd many 
of them out of the Chambers and Houſes; for the 
Pariſh was, and is ſtill remarkable, particularly above 
all the Pariſhes in London, for a great Number of Al- 
leys, and Thorovgh- fates very long, into which no Carts 
cou d come, and where they were oblig d to go and 
fetch the Bodies a very long Way; which Alleys now 
remain to Witneſs it; ſuch as tay wc Croſs- Key 
Court, Sam Ally, Bell. Alley, White- Horſe-Alley, and 
many more: Here they went with-a kind of Hand- 
Barrow, and'lay'd the Dead Bodies on it, and car- 
ry'd them out to the Carte; which work he perform- 
ed, and never had the Diſtemper at all, bur livd 
above 20 Year: after it, and was Sexton of the Pariſh 
to the Time of his Death. His Wife at the ſame, time 
was a Nurſe to infected People, and tended many 
that died in the Pariſh, being for her honeſty recom- 
mended by the Pariſh" . Vet ſhe never was in- 
fected neither. | 
He never uſed any: Preſervative again} the InfeQi- N 
on, other than holding Garlict and Rue in his Mouth, 
and ſmoaking Tobacco: this I alſo had from his 
own — 3 and his Wife s Remedy was waſhing 
her Head in Vinegar, and ſprinkling her Head - Coche 
ſo with Vinegar, as to keep them always Moiſt; and 
if the ſmell of any of thoſeſhe waitd on was more 
than ordinary Offenſive, ſhe ſnuft” Vinegar up her 
Noſe, and ſ prinkled Vinegar upon her Head - Cloths, 
— — a nen weed with " iegar: to her # 
out ee e INS DIED 93 
k muſt be oallelt, that tho” the Plague was chies- | 
ly among the Poor ; * were ty Poor 3 ; 
en- 
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Employment, with a Sort of brutal Courage; I muſt 
call it ſo, for it was foumded neither on Religion or 
Prudence; ſcarſe did they uſg any Caution, but run 


into any Buſineſs, which they conld get Employment 


tending che Sick, watching Houſes ſhur up; [carrying 
infected. Perſons to the Pelt-Houle ; and which · was 
ſtill worſe, carrying the Dead away to their Graves. 


his Bounds, that the Story of the Piper, with which 
People have made themſelves ſo merry, happen d, and 
he aſſur d me that it was true. It is ſaid, that it was 
a blind Piper; but as John told me, the Fellow was 


not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and uſual- 


iy walked. his Rounds. about 10 42 Clock at Night, 
and went piping along from Door to Door, and the 
People uſually took him in at Public Houſes where 


would Pipe and Sing, and talk ſimply, which divert- 
ed the People, and thus he liv di It was but a very 


I. have told ; yet the poor Fellow. went about as uſual, 
but was almoſt ſtarv d; and when any Body ask d 
how he did, he would anſwer, the Dead Cart had 
not taken bim yet, but that they had promiſed to call 
for him next . enjoys adobe: 
I.t happen'd one Night, that this poor Fellow, whe- 
whether ſome body had given him too much Drink or 
no, Jobn Hayward ſaid, he had not Drink in his 


and the poor Fellow having not uſually had a Belly- 
full, or perhaps not a good while, was laid all along 
upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and faſt a ſleep at à 
Door, in the Street near London Wall, towards. Cripple 
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in; tho it was the moſt hazardous; ſuch. was that of 


It was under this John Hayward's Care, and within 


uals, and ſometimes Farthings; and he in Return, 


bad Time for this Diverſion, While Things were as 


Houſe; but that they had given him a little more Vid - 
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| gate, — ks ane Balk . Weg Ps 
0 of ſotne Ho in the Alley of which the Houſe - 
with a Corner, hearing a. Bel}, which they always _ 
; ug bir 1 72 1 2 laid a Body 1 

ea 


of the by him, thinking too, that 
this poor Fellow. h bac ; a. a dead Body as the orher 

| Accordingly. when John Hayward with his Bell — 
the Cart -came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up- 
on the Stall they took Gow up with the Inſtrument 
they uſed, and threw. them into the Cart and; a : 
this while the Piper ſlept. foundly.... ;- - * 
From hence paſſed alon and- wal id 05. 
ther dead Bodies, till, as honeſt 7 Hayward told 
me, they almoſt burried him alive,; in the Cart, 
yet all this While he flept ſoundly; at length the 
Cart came to the Place where the ex were to be 
thrown, into the Ground, which,;as.I do-remember,. - 
was at Moum- mill; and as the Cart bene ſtopt ſome 
Time before they were ready to ſhoat 2 eng 
1 they had in it, as ſoon as the 
the Fellow awaked, and ſtruggled a little to get wwe 
Head out from among the dead Bodies, when raifing 
himſelf up in the i he called out, Hey! where. am 
1? This frighted the Fellow that attended about the 
Work, but after ſome Pauſe John Hayuami recovering 
himſelf ſaid, Lord-hbefs us. There's ſome Body in the Cart 
nt quite dead! So another cail d to him and ſaid, io 
are joe; the Fellow; anſwered, I am the poor NC. | 
Where am 1?:Wherg ang don ſays Hayward ; why, you 
are in the Dead-Cart, and we are d. going 10 hury you. But 
1 aw't dead. the\, am 1? ſays the Piper; which made 
them laugh a little, tho? as John ſaid, they were hear 
ily frighted at firſt; ſo they help'd the poor e 
down, and he went about his Buſineſs. 

I know the 1 ſet up his Pipes in de 
Cart, and frighted Bearers, and others, ſo that 
they ran away; but John Hayward did not tell the 

* 105 nor clog * * at all; but 


8 — = 


—— — 


- ent NA 2 PII © 


k 4 
5 ' 
F "45 
; CA 1] 
ILY 
j wi 
: N 
- IH. 3+ 
72 
7 p " 
{+ 
MS | on 
2 
x 1 * 
ö Was 
ROBY 
1 
14 * 
$f 
$3 
2 N KS 
— 0 
15 994 
: 1 
r 
1201 
1 1 
- 1 
TY k,.} 
6! 513 
11 
1 + 
13. 1 
HEE 
1 "6 I 
4 =_ 
. 3 
1 
"mt 
Mm. 
[123 
x 
ki) 
* 
8 
1 
14 
4 
:; 
FF] 
1 3 
23 
"7 51 
1 1 
_ ER 
11 
14 4 
"8 , 
'T - 
{3 4 
: * 
v7 
** 
7 4 
14 
þ- © 
I 1 4 
| —_ 
F 
; o 
"+ 
7 "= 
Vt 
6 
"== 
ni 
1 
12 
1 
Bal - 
7 
MW 
a 4 * 7 
. 
” I 
Ws . 
i 20 
147 
7 
l 
14 'F; 
1 ffs 
4 
N 
' 
$4 * 
{1 
: i 
4 4 
* 
[A 
vi 
1 7 
+ 4 
wo &; 
1 
Py 
1: 6 
8 © 
15 1 
; - ' 
. 
535” & 
2 $1 2X 
} 5 
y * L 
we 
4X1 
W795 
"i 
+ + 
[ i 
; f 
& 1 
. i 
is : 
8 1 
. o 
In » 
te 4 
Fi 
£ ** 
11 ol 
's, \ 
; *® 
N 1 * . 
* 
y 7 
I 2 
. 
* 
: 
" . 
i 
1 


that 


n "F W by 
? : et g 
* * i * * 
- 


TT? "4 
. 4 ed 
* 


ö ® n!! 1 
9 LS * * * s 22% 
? o 4 * 5 


n 
* 9 


: ES: . ' ' a ; = 4 
< : + A l ; 2 " ; K # . 
„ a a k 1 5 5 7 N 71 * 15 5.5 83 0 
. * | 2 : þ v2 8 N f 3 5 1 . 
, yo : i «x 14 1 i "I - 3 N 4 
108 MEMOIR S of 
4 5 - i. * 


that he was à poor Piper, and that he was cartied 
way as above I am fully ſatisſied of the Truth of. 
It is to be noted here, that the Dead Carts in the 

_ "City were not not confin'd to particular Pariſhes, but 
one Cart went thro' ſeveral Pariſhes, according as the 
Numbers of Dead preſented ; nor were they ty'd to 
carry the Dead to their reſpeRive Patiſhes, but ma- 
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried 
to the Burying Ground in the Out- parts, for want 
I have already mentioned the Surprize, that this 
Judgment was at firſt among the People, I muſt 
de allowed to give ſome of my Obſervations on the 
more ſerious and religious Part. Surely never City, 
at leaſt, of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in 
2 Condition ſo perfectly unprepar'd for {uch a dread- 
ful Viſitation, whether I am to ſpeak of the Civil 
Preparations, or Religious; they were indeed, as 
if they had had no Warning, no ExpeRation, no Ap- 
prehenſions, and conſequentlythe leaſt Proviſion ima- 
ginable,” was made for it in a publick Way ; for Ex 
The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had mode b0 Pro 
viſion as Magiſtrates, for the Regulations which 
were to be obſerved ; they had gone into no Mea · 


- 


ſures for' Relief of the Poor. 
The Citizens had no publick Magazine 


es; or Store 
Houſes for Oorn, or Meal, for the Subfiſtence of the 
Poor; which, if they had provided themſelves, as in 
ſuch Caſes is done abroad, many miſerable Families, 
who were now eredue d to the utmoſt Diſtreſs, Would 
have been reliev d, and that in a better Manner, than 
The Stock of the City's Money, I ean ſay but little 
to, the Chamber of London was ſaid to be exceeding 
rich; and it may be concluded, that they were ſo, 
by the vaſt Sums of Money iſſued from thence, in the 
te· building the publick Edifices after the Fire of Lon 
don, and in Building new Works, ſuch 6, for. the 
5 85 . | 2 ir 
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ditch with its Bridges, aud the Hoſpital of Bethlem, or 


Bedlam, &c. But poſſibly the Managers of the Citys | 


| Credit, at that Time, made more Conſcience of break- 


ing in upon the Orphan's Money to ſhe Charity 
to the diſtreſs'd Citizens, than the Managers in tlie 
following Yeats did, to beautify the City, and re- 
edify the Buildings, tho in the firſt Caſe, the Loſets 
would have thought their Fortunes better beſtom d. 
and the Publick Faith of the City have been leſs ſub- 


* 2 


jected to Seandal and Reproach. .-- 


It muſt be acknowledg'd that the abſc Citizens, 35 
who, tho they were fled for Safety into the Coun- 


try, were yet greatly intereſted in the Welfare of thoſe 


who they left behind, forgot not to contribute li- 
berally to the Relief of the Poor, and large Sums 


vuVere alſo collected among Trading- Towns in the re- 
moteſt Parts of of England; and as I have heard alſo, 
the Nobility and the Gentry, in all Parts of Eugland, 


took the deplorable Condition of the City into their 
Conſideration, and ſent up large Sums of Money in 


Middleſex, and the Eat and North Parts: of the Ci- 
Report. * 22 
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firſt Part, the Guild: Hall, Blackwell Hall, Part of Lea 
den Hall, Half the Exchange, the Seſſjow-Houſe, the Comp» = 

ter; the Priſons of Ludgate, Newgate, Cc. ſeveral of the 
Wharfs, and Staits, and Landing, places on the Ri- 
ver; all which: were either burnt don or damaged _. 
by the great Fire of London, the next Year after-the 15 . 
Plague and of. the ſecond Sort, the Monument, Fleet» 58 
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Certain it is, the greateſt Part of the Poor, ot Fa- 
milies, who formerly liv d by their Labour,” or by 
Retail- Trade, 1iv'd now on Chatity; and had there 
not been prodigious Sums of Money given by chari- 
table, well-minded | Chriſtians, for che Support of 


tyz and of the juſt Diſtribution of it by 'the'Magi- 
ſtrares : But as ſuch Mulitudes of thoſe very Officers 


ſo that, as I have been told, mot of the Accounts 
of thoſe Things were loſt in the great Fire which 
happened in the very next Year, and whichi'burnt e- 


Papers; ſo I ebuld never come at the particular Ac- 
count, which I uſed great Endeavours to have ſeen. 

It may, however, be a Direction in Caſe of the 
Approach of a like Viſitation, which God keep the 
City from; I ſay, it may be of uſe to obſerve 


at that Time, in diſtributing Weekly, great Sums 
ot Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of 
People, who would otherwiſe have periſhed, were 
_ relieved, and their Lives preſervd. And here let 
me enter into a brief State of the Caſe of the Poor 
at that Time, and what Way apprehended from them, 
from whence may be judge d hereafter, what may be 
expected, if the like Diſtreſs ſhould come nope 
At the Beginning of the Plague, when there was 
be viſited; when, as I have ſaid, all that had Friends 
or Eſtates in the Country, retired with their Fami- 
lies, and when,” indeed, one would have thought 
the very City it ſelf was running out of the Gates, 
and that there would be no Body left behind. Tou 
may be ſure, from that Hour, all Trade, except ſuch 
mediate Subſiſtenee, was, ar it were, 
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as related to ĩmmed 
at a full Stop. 1 


3 


ſuch, the City could never have ſubſiſted. There 
were, no Queſtion, Accounts kept of their Chari- 
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died, thro' whoſe-Hands it was diſtributed; and al- 


ven the Chamberlain's Office, and many of their 


that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
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© PLAGUE. 1 
This is ſo li vely a Caſe, and contains in it 1 much 
of the {20 \Conditon ol the People; that I think, 
[cannot be too particular in it; and therefore I deſcend | 
to the ſeveral Arrangements or Claſſes of People, wh 
fell into e el e ths, PG | 


0 L M Works nen in + NIE ; peat 
: 5 as belong d to Ornament, and the leſs neceſſary 
Parts of the People dreſs Cloths and Furniture for Hou- - 
ſes; ſuch as Riban Wave, and. other Weavers % 
| Gold and Silverlace-makers, and Gold and Silverwyer- 
drawers, Seemſtreſſes, Milleners, Shoe-makers, Hat-ma- 
kers and Glove-makers : Alſo Upbo Idflerers, Foyners, Ca- 
binet- makers, Looking- glaſs-makers , and innumerable 
Trades which Tepend » upon ſuch as theſe e; I ſay the Ma- 
fer Workmen in ſuch, fopt their "4 Gai ft their 
Fourneymen, and Workmen, and all their Dependants. 
2. As Merchandiz.ing was at a full ſtap, for very Feng Ships 
ventur d to come up the River, and none at all went out ; 
all the extraordinary Officers of the Cuſtomer, 19 8 ih the 
 Watermen, Carmen, Porters, and all the Poor, whoſe Labour 
depended upon the Merchants, were at once diſmi ift, and 
put out of Buſineſs 9 ; 
% 40 the Tradeſmen uſually De, Yd; in Illu or iepare- 
ing of Houſes, were at a full Stop, for the People were far 
from wanting to build Houſes, when Jo many thouſand 
Houſes were at once [tript of their Inhabitants ; ſo that this - 
one Article. turn d all the ordinary M vrb men of that 
Kind out of Bufineſs ſuch as Brick-lazers, Maſons, Car- 
penters, Joyners, Plaſterers, Painters,. 2 laxiers, Wig 
Plumbers ; and all the Labourers depending on ſuch. 
4. As Navigation was at a Stop ; our Ships neither coming 
ix, or going out as before; ſo theSeamen were allout of Em- 
ploy 97 and many of them in the laſt aud fer 2 Degree 
of Diſtreſs, and with the e were all the ſeue- 
ral Tradeſmen, and. Warkmen belonging #0 and Seren 
ing upon the building, and fitting out of; Ships ;. ſuch, as 
. e . ee D 52 
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makers, Carvers,, Gus Smiths, Ship-Chandlers, Ship- 
g perhaps 
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or-Smiths, and other Sitithi\; 


' might live upon their Subſtance; but the Traders were 
- _  Univerſally at a Stop, and conſequently all their Work- 
men diſcharged : Add to theſe, that the Rive? was in a 
manner without. Boats, and all or moſt part of the Wa- 
termen, Lightermen, Boat-builders, and Lighter-buil- 

ders in like manner idle, and laidby, 
'5. All Families retrench d their Irving as much as poſſible, 
| as well thoſe that fled, as thoſe that ſtay'd ; ſo that an in- 
numerable Multitude of Footmen, ſerving Men, Shop- 
| keepers, Fourney men, Merchants Book-keepers, and 
uch Sort of People, and eſpecially poor Maid Servans 
were turn d off, and left Friendleſs and Helpleſs without Tr: 
"A. ployment, and without Habitation; and this was ſt 
PP „ pod og ec ap bi 


Il might be more particular as to this Part: But 
it may ſuffice to mention in general; all Trades be- 
ing ſtopt, Employment ceaſed; the Labour, and by 
that, the Bread of the Poor were cut off; and at fil 
Indeed, the Cries of the Joe were moſt lamentable to 
hear; tho' by the Diſtribution of Charity, their 
Miſery that way was greatly abated : Many indeed 
fled into the Countries; but thouſands of them having 
ſtay' d in London, till nothing but Deſperation ſent 
them away; Death overtook them on the Road, and 
they ſerv'd for no better than the Meſſengers of Death, 
indeed, others carrying the Infection along with them 
ſpreading it very unhappily into the remoteſt Parts ot 
„„ 
Many of theſe were the miſerable Objects of Diſ- 
pair which I have mention'd before, and were re- 
mov d by the Deſtruction which followed; theſe 
might be ſaid to periſh, not by the Infection it ſelf, 
but by the Conſequence ot it; indeed, namely, by 
Hunger and Diſtreſs, and the Want of all Things; 
being without Lodging, without Money, __ 
A. : | ; 8 ; | | Bec 87 
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Friends, without Means to get their Bread, or with | 
out any one to give it them, for many of them were 
without what we call legal Settlements, and ſo could 
not claim of the Pariſhes, and all the Support they 
had, was by Application to the Magiſtrates for Reliet, 
which Relief was, (to give the Magiſtrates their Due) 
carefully and chearfully adminiſtred, as they found it 
neceſſary; and thoſe that ſtay d behind never felt the 
Want and Diſtreſs of that Kind, which they felt, 
who went away in the manner above note. 
Leet any one who is acquainted with what Multi- 
tudes of People, get their daily Bread in this City by 
their Labour, whether Artificers or meer Workmen; 
I ſay, let any Man conſider, what muſt be the miſe- 
rable Condition of this Town, if on a. fadden, they 
ſhould be all turned out of Employment, that La* _ 
bour ſhould ceaſe, and Wages for Work be no more. 
This was the Caſe with us at that Time, and had 
not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity by 
well diſpoſed People, of every Kind, as well abroad 
as at home, been prodigiouſly great, it had not been 
in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, to 
have kept the Publick Peace; nor were they without 
Apprehenſions as it was, that Deſparation ſhould puſh 
the People upon Tumults, and cauſe them to rifle the 
Houſes of rich Men, and plunder the Markers of Provi- 
ſions; in which Caſe the Country People, who brought 
Proviſions very freely and boldly to Town, would ha 
been terrified ſrom coming any more, and the Town 
would ha* ſunk under an unavoidable Famine. * 
But the Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the 
Court of Aldermen within the City, and of the Ju- 
ſtices of Peace in the Out- parts was ſuch, and they 
were ſupported with Money from all Parts ſo well, that 
the poor People were kept quiet, and their Wants eve- 
iy where reliev d, as far as was poſſible to be done. 
— Two Things, beſides this, contributed to prevent 
the Mob doing any Miſchief: One was, that really | 
the Rich themſelves had * laid up Stores of 2 = 
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ſions in their Houſes, as indeed, they ought to have 
done, and which if they had been wiſe enough to have 
done, and lock'd themſelves entirely up, as ſome few 
did, they had perhaps eſcaped the Diſeaſe better: But 
as it appear d they had not, ſo the Mob had no No- 
tion of finding Stores of Proviſions there, if they had 
broken in, as it is plain they were ſometimes very 
near doing, and which, if they had, they had finiſh'd 
the Ruin of the whole City, tor there were no regu- 
lar Troops to ha withitood them, nor could the 
Traind-Bands have been brought together to defend 
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms. 
But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and ſuch 
Magiſtrates as could be had, for ſome, even pf the Al- 
dermen were Dead, and ſome abſent, prevented this; 
and they did it by the moſt” kind and gentle Me- 
thods they could think of, as particularly by re- 
lieving the moſt deſperate with Money, and putting 
others into Bufinefs, and particularly that Employ- 
ment of watching Houſes that were infected and ſhut 
up; and as the Number of theſe were very great, for 
it was ſaid, there was at one Time, ten thouſand 
Houſes ſhut up, and every Houſe had two: Watchmen 
wy guard it, via — by Night, and the other by 
ay ; this gave Opportunity to employ a very great 
T 
The Women, and Servants, that were turned off 
from their Places, were likewiſe employed as Nurſes 
to tend the Sick in all Places; and this took. off a ve- 
ry great Number of: them. 
. And, which-tho' a melancholy Article in it ſelf, | 
pet was: a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the 
Plague which raged in a dreadful Manner from the 
Middle of 4»2u/t-ro the Middle of Offober, carried off 
in that Time thirty or forty Thouſand! of. theſe very 
People; which had they been left, would certainly 
have been an unſufferable Burden, by their Poverty, 
that is to ſay, the whole City could not have ſapport- 
ed the Expenee of them, or have provided * for 
„ 0 + them; 
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them; aud they would in Time have been even dri- 
ven to the Neceſſity of plundering either the City it 
ſelf, of the Country adjacent, to have ſubliſted chems 
ſelyes; which would firſt or laſt; have put the whole. 


Nation, 4 well as the City, into the utmoſt Terror 


mg e nn 
it was obſervable then, that this Calamity of the 
People made them very humble; for now, for about 
nine Weeks together, there dled near a thotifand 4 
Day, one Day with another, even by the Accbunt 
of the weekly Bills, which yet I have Reaſon ts 
be afſur'd never gave à füll Ateount, by many thou- 
ſands; the Confuſlon being ſuch, and the Catts works 
ing in the Dark, when rhey catried the Dead, that in 
ſome Places ii6 Aerbunt at all was kept, but they 
work'd on; the Clerks and Sextons not attetiding for 
Weeks togechet, and Hor knowing whit Number they 
cattied. This Account is verified by the following 
Bills of Mortality. bo | | 
ee 29 Of at late. 
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$ chat the Gtslh of che People were catried off in 
theſe rw6 Months; for as the Whole Number which 
was brotight in, to dis of the Plague, was but 685989 
bete, is fifty N of them, Witnig a Trifle, in 
two Months; 1 12y 58566; becauſe, 48 rhete wants 
95 in the Number above, 16 there wants 10 Days 
of wo Months, in the Acevurt of Time. 

Now when; I fay; that the Pariſh Officers did nue 


dire in a full Account; or were not to be depended” = 


upon for their Account, let any one bur eonfider Mow = 
bs VVV 
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Mien could be exact in ſuch a Time of dreadful Di- 
Kreſs, and when many of them were taken ſick them- 
ſelves, and perhaps died in the "oy Time when their 
Accounts were ro be given in, I mean the Pariſh- 
Clerks ; beſides inferior Officers; for tho' theſe poor 
Men ventured at all Hazards, yet they were far from 
being exempt from the common Calamity, eſpecially, 
if it be true, that the Pariſh of Stepney had within the 
Year, one hundred and ſixteen Sextons, Grave-diggers, 
and their Aſſiſtants, that is to ſay, Bearers, Bell-men, 
and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies. 
Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow 
them Leiſure, to take an exact Tale of the dead Bo- 
dies, which were all huddled together in the Dark 


Into a Pit; which Pit, or Trench, no Man could 
come nigh, but at the utmoſt Peril. I obſerv'd of- ] 
ten, that in the Pariſhes of Algate, and Cripplegate, ] 
 Wihite-Chappel and Stepney, there was five, fix» ſeven, c 
and eight hundred in a Week, in the Bills, whereas Y 
if we may believe the Opinion of thoſe that liv'd in T 
the City, all the Time, as well as I, there died ſome- * 
times 2000 a-Week in thoſe Pariſhes; and I ſaw it w 
under the Hand of one, that made as ſtrict an exa- ar 
mination into that Part as he could, that there really of 
died an hundred thouſand People of the Plague, in 
it that one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of la 
the Plague, was but 68590. po | ex 
If I may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what aft 
Iſaw with my Eyes, and heard from other People ny 
that were Eye Witneſſes, I do verily believe the fame, litt 
viz. that there died, at leaſt, 100000 of the Plague or 
only. beſides other Diſtempers, and beſides thoſe wa 
which died in the Fields, and High-ways, and ſe- the 
cret Places, out of the Compaſs of the Commynica- * 
tion, as it was called; and who were not put down in the 
the Bills, tho they really belonged to the Body of ticę 
the Inhabitants. It was known to us all, that abun- Tin 
dance of poor diſpairing Creatures, Who had the to b 


Diſtemper upon them, and were grown ſtupid, or 
| ; a ; yy” | | | me- 


melancholly by their Miſery, as many were, wan- 
dred away into the Fields, and Woods, and into ſe- 
ret uncouth. Places, almoſt any where to creep into 
a Buſh, or Hedge, and DIS. :..' PMs Vo 
The Inhabitants of the Villages adjacent would in 
Pity, carry them Food, and ſet it at a Diſtance, that 
they mighrfetch it, if they were able, and ſometimes 
they were not able; and the next Time they went, 
they ſhould find the poor Wretches lie dead, and the 
Food untouch'd. The Number of theſe miſerable Ob- 
jects were many, and I know ſo many that periſh'd 
thus, and ſo exactly where, that I believe Icould go 
to the very Place and dig their Bones up flill; for the 
Country. People would go and dig a Hole at a Di- 
ſtance from them, and then with long Poles, and 
Hooks at the End of them, drag the Bodies into theſe 
Pics, and then thro the Earth in Form as far as they 
could caſt it to cover them; taking notice how the 
Wind blew, and ſo coming on that Side which the Sea= 
men call to- ind ward, that the Scent of the Bodies 
might blow from them; and thus great Numbers 
went out of the World, who were never known or 
any Account of them taken, as well within the Bills 
IJ Reon Eo ooo 
This indeed Thad, in the main, only from the Re- 
lation of others ; for I ſeldom walk'd into the Fields, 
except towards Bednal-green and Hatkney ; or as here= 
after: But when I did walk I always ſaw a great ma» 
ny poor Wanderers at a Diſtance, but I could know 
little of their Caſes; for whether it were in the Street, 
or in the Fields, if we had ſeen any Body coming, it 
was a general Method to walk away; yet I believe 
the Account is exactiy true. 
As this puts me upon mentioning my walking 
the Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking no- 
tice wi 2 deſolate Place the City was at that 
Time: The great Street I liv'd in, which is known 
to be one of the broadeſt of all the Streets of Lon 
don. I mean of the Suburbs as well as the Liber- 
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Ties; all the Side where the Butchers lived,. = —Y 
without the Bars was more like a green Field 
1 a payed Street, and the Frople wa 2 went 
in the middle with the Horſes and Gatts: It tg true, 
that the tartheſt End towards IV bite Chap et waech, | 
was not all pav d, but even the Part wh was pavd 
was full of Grafs alſo ; but this need not ſeem ſtrange 1 
. the reat gtreets within the City, ſuch as Lea- 
reet, Nr Corgbill, -and even the 
ah ya e it felt, had Graſs growing in them, in ſe⸗ 
eral Pt amd, neither Cart ar Coach were feen in the 
Bcrects from Morning to Evening, except (eqns Coun- 
try e to bring Roors and Trans, or Peaſt le, 125 
and Straw, to 4 Market, and thoſe but very 
_ compared to what was ufua] : As for MA 957 
were ſcarce uſed, but ta carry fick People to the Peſt 
Houſe, and to other Hofpitals; and fome few Fro carry 
Phyſicians to fuch Places as t they rhoughr ft to ven: 
ture to viſit; for really Qoaches . dangerous things, 


and People n not Care to W into them, becaul 


they did not know who might have been 77 in 

nas. tft ; and ſick 1 Peopl le were, as 1 have 
Haid, ordinarily carried in them 10 the Feb Houſes, 
and ſometimes People expired in them as they went 
along. 
It ig true, when the lnſegien came to hach. 3 Reigh 
a5 I have now mentioned, there were ve * few ** fi- 
cians, which car u to ſtir abread ben loules, and 
very many of the moſt nene th the Faculty were 
dead as well as the Sur — 4 alfo, for now it was in- 
deed a dilmal a Fg, 15 about a Month together, 
not taking otice ol the Hills of Mortality, Ibe- 

lieve ers did not die leſs than 1590 or 1799 ©Das 

one Day with another, 

© of the worſt Days we had io the whole Time, 
as I thought, was in the Beginning of September, when 
indeed good People began to thipk, that God was 
8 to make à full End of the People in this mi- 
ſerable C: 1. This was * that Time N the 
ague 
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"Ide PLAGUE 29 þ 
Plague was fully come into the. Eaſtern Pariſhes: The |} 
Fariſh of Agate, if I may give myOpinion buried above 
a thouland a Week for two Weeks, tho' the Bills did 
not ſay ſo many; but it ſurrounded me at ſo diſmal a 
rate, that there was not a-Hoyſe intwenty uninfected; 
in the Minories, in Houndſditch, and in thoſe Parts of I- 
gate Pariſh about the Butcher- Row, and the Alleys over a- 
ganiſt me, I ſay in thoſe places Death reigned in every 
Corner. ¶bite Chapel Pariſh was in the ſame Condi- 
tion, and tho: muc hleſs than the Pariſh I livꝰd in; yet 
bury d near 600 a Weelaby the Bills; and in my Opi- 
nion, near twice as many; whole Families, and indeed, 
whole Streets of Familes were ſwept away together: 
inſomuch, that it was frequent ſor Neighbours to call 
to the Bellman, to go to ſuch and ſuch Houſes, and 
ferch out the People, for that they were all Dead. 
And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo- 
dies by Carts, was now grown ſo very odious and 
dangerous, that it was complain d of, that the Bearers 
did not take Care to clear ſuch Honſes, where all the 
Inhabitancs were dead ; but that ſomerimes the Bodies 
lay ſeveral Days unburied, till the neighbouring Fami- 
lies were offended with the Stench, and conſequently 
infect d; and this neglect of the Officers was ſuch, that 
the Church Wardens and Conſtables were ſummon d to 
look after it; and even the Juſtices of the Hamlets, were 
oblig d to venture their Lives among them, to quicken 
and encourage them; for innumerable of the Bearers 
dyd of the Diſtemper, inſected by the Bodies they 
were oblig d to come ſo near ; and had it not been, that 
the Number of poor People who wanted Employment, 
and wanted Bread, (as I have ſaid before,) was ſo great, 
that Negeſſity drove them to undertake any Thing, 
and venture any thing, they would never have found 
People to be empley d; and then the Bodies of the dead 
would have lain above Ground, and have periſhed and 
rotted in a dreadful Manne. 
But the Magiſtrates cannot be enough commended 
in this, that they kept 1. good Order for the bury- 
e ing 
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ing of the Dead, that as faſt as any of thoſe they em- 


 ploy'd to carry off, and bury the dead, fell fick 17 
75 


as was many Times the Caſe, they immediately {i 
ply'd the places with others; which by reaſon of the 
great Number of Poor that was left out of Buſineſs, 


- as above, was not hard to do: This occaſion'd, that 
-notwithſtanding the infinite Number of People which 


dy d, and were ſick almoſt all together, yet, they were 
always clear d away, and catry'd off every Night; 
ſo that it was never to be ſaid of London, that the 
living were notable to bury the Dead, 
As the Deſolation was greater, during thoſe terrible 
Times, ſo the Amazement of the People encreas d; 
and a thouſand unaccountable Things they would do 
inthe violence of their Fright, as others did the ſame 
in the Agonies of their Diſtemper, and this part was 
very affecting; ſome went roaring, and crying, and 
wringing their Hands along the Street ; ſome would 
go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, call- 
ing upon God for Mercy. I cannot ſay indeed, whether 


this was not in their Diſtraction; but be it ſo, it was 


ſtill an indication of a more ſerious Mind, when they 
had the uſe of their Senſes, and was much better, even 
- as it was, than the frightful yellings and cryings that 
every Day, and eſpecially in the Evenings, were heard 
in ſome Streets. I ſuppoſe the World has heard of the 


famous Sloman Eagle an Enthuſiaſt : He tho? not in- 


fected at all, but in his Head; went about denouncing 
of Judgment upon the City in a frigheful manner; ſome- 
times quite naked, and with a Pan of burning Charcoal 
on his Head; What he ſaid or pretended, indeed | 
could not learn. e os . 
Il I will not ſay, whether that Clergyman was diſtra- 
&ed or not: Or whether he did it in pure Zeal for the 
poor People who went every Evening thro the Streets 
of Mbite· Chapel; and with his Hands lifted up, repeat- 
ed thatePart of the Liturgy of the Church continually ; 
"pare us good Lord, ſpare thy People whom thou haſt redeem- 
ed withthy moſt precious Blood, I ſay, I cannot {peak an 
| N 7 tively 
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rivelyof theſe Things; becauſe theſe were only the 
diſmal Objects which repreſented themſelvesto me as! 
look d thro' my Chamber Windows (for I feldom open 

ed the Caſements) while I conſin d my ſelf within 
Doors, during that moſt violent rageing of the Peſti- 
lence ; when indeed, as Ihave ſaid, many began to 
think, and even to ſay, that there would none eſcape; 


and indeed, I began to think ſo too; and therefore k 


within Doors, tor about a Fortnight, and never ſtirr' 4 
out: But I'cou'd not hold it: Beſides, there w ere 
ſome People, who notwithſtanding the Danger, did 
not omit publickly to attend the Worſkip of God, even 
in the moſt dangerous Times; and tho it is trug, 


that a great many Clergymen did ſhut up their Chur- 


ches, and fled as other People did, for the ſafety of 
their Lives; yet, all did not do fo, ſome ventur'd to 
officiate, and to keep up the Aſſemblies ot the People 


by conſtant Prayers; and ſometimes Sermons, or 


Brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation, 
and this as long as any would come to hear them; 


and Diſſenters did the like alſo, and even in the very 


Churches, where the Pariſh Miniſters were either 
Dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making 


Difference, at ſuch a Time as this was. 


It was indeed a lamentable Thing to hear the SE” IO | 


ble Lamentations'of poordying Creatures, calling out 


for Miniſters to Comfort them, and pray with them, to 


Counſel them, and to direct them, calling out to God 
for Pardon and Mercy, and confeſſing aloud their paſt 


Sins, It would make the ſtouteſt Heart bleed to hear 
how many Warnings were then given by dying Peni- 

d delay their Repen- 
tance to the Day of Diſtreſs, that ſuch a Time of Cala- 
mity as this, was no Time for Repentance; wasno 


tents, to others not to put off and delay their 


Time to cal upon God. I wiſh I could repeat the very 
Sound of thoſe Groans, and of thoſe Ex elamations that 


I heard from ſome poor dying Creatures, when in the. 


Hight of their Agonies and Diſtreſs ; and that I could 
make him that read this hear, as I imagine I now hear 


them, for the Sound ſeems ſtill to Ring in my Ears. If 


it 
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-” I could but tell this Part, in ſuch moving Accents 
as ſhould alarm the very Soul of the Reader, I ſhould 
joice that I recorded thoſe Things, however ſhort and 


t pleaſed God that I was ſtill ſpar'd, and very 
heatty and found in Health, but very impatient of be- 
ing pent up within Doors without Air, as I had been 
for 14 Days or thereabouts ; and I could not reſtrain 
my felt, but I would go tocarry a Letter for my Bro- 
ther to the Poſi-Houſe ; then it was indeed, that I 
obſerv'd a profound Silence in the Streets; when I came 
to the Poſt-Houſe, as I went to put in my Let- 
ter, I ſaw a Man ſtand in one Corner of the Yard, and 
talking to another at a Window; and a third had o- 
pen d a Door belonging to the Office; In the middle 
of the Yard lay a ſmall Leather Purſe, with two Keys 
hanging at it, and Money in it, but no Body would 
meddle with it: I ask d bow long it had lain there; 
the Man at the Window ſaid, it had lain almoſt an 
Hour; but that they had not meddled with it, becauſe 
they did not know, but the Perſon who dropt it 
might come back to look far it. I had no ſuch need 
of Money, nor was the Sum fo big, that I had any In- 
clination to meddle with it, or do get the Money at 
the hazard it might be attended wich; ſo : I ſeem d to 
go away, when the Man who had opætfd the Door, ſaid, 
he would take it up; but fo, that if the right Owu- 
er came far ir, he ſhould he ſure to have it: Sa he went 
in, and fetched a pail of Water, and ſet it down hard by 
the Purſe; then went again, and ſeteh d ſome Gun. po- 
der, and caſt a good deal of Powder upon Fg Fark, 
and then made a Train from that which he bad 
thrown looſe upon the Purſe ; the train reached about 
two Yards ; after this he goes in a third Time, and 
_. fetches out a pair of Tongues red hat, and which 
he had prepar'd, I ſuppaſc on purpoſe; and firſt {er- 
ting Fire to the Train of Powder, that ſing d the 
Putſe and allo ſmoak' d the Air ſufficiently : Hut he 
| was not content with that; but he then takes up. 
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2 Park wich ah the To ding it 104 long till the 
180 burnt the he fork a 4 el 


ſhook. the 
Money 4k into ebe Pail of aer, I carried it in. 
The > a3 1 remember, was above thirtcen Shil- 


lings, nd foms ſwooth Croat and Braſs Farchings, 
Hers might perhaps, have been Grerl poor ec - 
ple, a { have dłſer d above, chat would have been hardy 
$ 00k h 10 have ventured far the ſake af the Money: 
| pr yo may uy les by what I have obſery'd, that 
the few People, wha were ſpar d. were very caretul of 
themſelves, at that Time when the Piltreſs was ſo 
exceeding Breat- a 
Much about the ſame Tins | 1 walk d out inta the = 
Fields 19 5 Bew; ves I had Nhe, une mind to ſeq 
0 e e 
ne 83 as me eye in Shippi 
a Notion that it had been one of the be a 
of ecuring anes {elf from the InteRion to have retir'd 
into a Ship, and muſing how to ſatisfy wy Cutiality, 
in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from 
Bau ta Bromeꝝ and down to Blackwall, o the Stairs, 
which axe there for landing or taking Water. 
Here Law a peer Man, walking on the Bank, or 
Sea-wall, as 485 call it, by himſelf, 1 walked a while | 
al dens ſeeing * 175 ſes all ſhytup ; at laſt I fell 
ny fame alk, at a Diſtance, with this poor Man; 
I asked him, how People did thereabauts? A=. 
57 fays bg, almoſt all defalate; all dead or fick; Here are 
very few. 5 in this Part, or in ibat Village, pointing 
K 4 half of 15 are not a already, aud the- 
Then hen — pointed to one Houle, There . we | 
ul 40 go po hz + ie Bu ftands mo 10 Body dar 


R e; venture din is fea one 
thing, but hoy Thigh by is Theft ; for he was carried 10 
te bene ane 5 1 They he pointed to fer 
vcratother Houſes. he, they are all dead; the 


Man and bis Wife, aud and fue Chiles There, ſays he, they 
ore (but up, ou fee a Watchman at the Door ; and ſo of o- 


er e 3 en HAR doyou may 2 5 | 
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Why, ſays he, 1 am a poor deſolate Man; it has pleaſedGod 1 
am not yet viſited, tho my Family is, and one of my Children 
dead. How do you mean then, ſaid I, that you are not 
 wifited. Nh, ſays he, that's my Houſe, pointing to a 
very little low boarded Houſe, and there my poor Wife 
and two Children live, ſaid he, if they may be ſaid o 
tive, ; for my Wife and one Fd the Children are viſited, but 
I do not come at them. And with that Word 1 ſaw the 
Tears run very plentifully down his Face; and fo 
has did down mine too, I aſſure you. . 
But ſaid I, hy do you not come at them ? Howcan you 
abandon your own Fleſh, and Blood ? Oh, Sir ! ſays he, the 
Lord forbid; I do not abandon them; I work for them as 
much as I am able; and bleſſed be the Lord, I keep them 
from WVaut; and with that J obſerv'd, he lifted up 
his Eyes to Heayen, with a Countenance that preſent- 
ly told me,I had happened on a Man that was no Hy- 
pocrite, but a ſerious, religious good Man, and his 
_ Ejaculation was an Expreſſion of Thankfulneſs, that 
in ſuch a Condition as he was in, he ſhould be able 
to ſay his Family did not want. Well, ſays I, ho- 
weſt Man, that is a great Mercy as things go now with the 
Poor But how do you live then, and how are you kept fron 
the dreadful Calamity that is now upon us all? Why Sir, 
ſays he, I am a Waterman, and there's-my Boat, ſays he, 
and the Boat ſerves me for a Houſe ; I work in it inthe 
Day, and I ſleep in it in the Night ; aud what I get, I lay 
down upon that Stone, ſays he, ſhewing me a broad Stone 
on the other Side of the Street, a good way from his 
Houſe, and then, ſays he, I halloo, and call to them till 
I make them hear; aud they come and fethit 
il Friend, ſays I, but how can you get any Money as a 
Waterman ? does any Body go by Water theſe Times ? Tes 
Sir, ſays he, in the Way | am employ'd there does. Do you 
ſee there, ſays he, five Ships lie at Anchor, pointing down 
the River, a good way below the Town, and do you 
| ſee, ſays he, eight or ten Ships lie at the Chain, there, 
and at Anchor youder, pointing above the Town. Al 
thoſe Ships have Families on board, of their * 
| | and | 


4 Sr. 2 6 
— y - " g 
2 1 | : 4 . , : 


and Owners, and ſuch like, who have lock'd themſelves 
up, and live on board, cloſe ſhut in, for fear of the Infefti- 
on; and I tend on them to fetch Things for them, carry 
Letters, and do what is abſolutely neceſſary, that they may 
not be "obliged to come on Shore; and every Night I faften 
my Boat on board one of the Ship's Boats, and there I ſleep 
by my ſelf, and bleſſed be God, I am preſerv d hitherto. 
Well, ſaid I, Friend, but will they let you come on board, 
aſter you have been on Shore here, when this is ſuch. a ter- 
rible Place, and Jo infected as it is? 5 7 
N, as to that, ſaid he, 1 very ſeldom go up the Ship 
Side, but deliver what I bring to their Boat, or lie by the 
Side, and they hoiſt it on board ; if I did, I think they are 
in uo Danger from me, for I never go into any Houſe on 
Shore, or touch any Body, no, not of my own Family; But 
1 fetch Provifions for them.” © 
Nay, ſays I, but that may be worſe, for you muſt have 
thoſe Proviſions of ſome Body or other; and fince all this 
Part of the Town is ſo infefted, it is dangerous ſo much as 
to ſpeak with any Body; for this Village, ſaid I, is as it 
— the Beginning of London, tho it be at ſome Diſtance 
om it. EE „ 
That is true, added he, but you do not underſtand me 
Right, I do not buy Proviſions for them here; I row up 
10 Greenwich and buy freſh Meat there, and ſometimes I 
row doum the River to Woolwich and buy there; then I 
go to fingle Farm Houſes on the Kentiſh Side, where Iam 
known, and buy Fyuls and Eggs, and Butter, and bring 
to the Ships, as they dirett me, ſometimes one, ſometimes the 


other; I ſeldom come on Shore here; and I came now only'' 


to call to my Niſe, and hear how my little Family do, and 
give them a little Money, which I receiv'd laſt Night. - 
; oy Man ſaid I, and how much haſt thou gotten for 

I have gotten four Shillings, ſaid he, which is a great 
Sum, as things gonow with poor Men 3 but they Fug. mw 
me a Bag of Bread too, and a Salt Fiſh and ſome Fleſh ; 
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how muth better this Poor Man's Foundation was, 


viſions he had brought from the Ships; and when he 


— * 


ei ſaid I, and huοũðᷓñh¹ 
7 da 


Nd, ſaid he, zur TR 


| fwered, that ſbe cannot come ont per, — — 


hopes to come, nnd am waiting for her : Poor n! 


— he, ſhe {s brought ſadly dum! ſhe bas & Sweling; und 


it is broke, and I hope ſhe will rerover; but 1 fear the % 
will die 3 but — the Lord | — Here he ſtopt, 
Mil, honeſt "Friend, ſaid I, aux haſt a | ſare Comforter, 
P thou haſt brought thy ſeif to be ren to the will of God, 
be is dealing with ut all in Judgments © mw 
05, Sir, ſays he, it is 1#finite Merey, if an of s we 
ſper'd and who am I to repine ! | 
_ Sayeſt thon ſo, (aid I, and bi much fi it my Fu 
than thine ? And here my Heart Imote me, ſuggeſting 


on which he ſtaid in the Danger, than mine; thar 
he had no where to fly; that he had à Family to bind 
him to Attendahee, which I had not; and mine was 
meer Preſumptioti, his a true Dependance; and 4 Cou- 
rage reſting on God: and yet, that he uſed all po 
ſible Caution for his Safety. 

I turn'd a little way from the Man, white theſe 


"Thoughts engaged the, for indeed, Tcould no as 


refrain ftom Tears tha he. 

At length, after ſome farther Tat, the poor We 
man opened the Door, and call d, Robert, Robert; he 
anſwered and bid her ſtay à few Moments, and he 


would come; ſo he ran down the common Stairs to 


his Boat, and feteh'd up à Sack in which was the Pt6- 


returned, he hallooed again; then he vent to the great 
Stone which he ſhewed me, and emptied the Sack, 


and laid all out, every Thing by themſelves, and then 


retired; and his Wife came with a little Boy to 
fetch them away; and he calld; and faid, ſuch 4 
Captain had ſent ſuch a Thing, and ſuch a Captain 
uch a Thing, and at the End adds God has ſent it all, 

give 


. 
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give Thanks to him. When the Poor Woman had tak 


. en 
in, tw the Weight was not much neither; ſo ſhe left the 


Biſcuit which was in a. little Bag, and left a little 
Boy to watch it till ſhe came: again. 
Well, but ſays I to him, did you leave her the four 
Shillings too, which you ſaid was your Week's Pay ? © 
TES, TES, ſays he, you ſbal hear her own it. So he 
calls again, Rachel, Rachel, which it ſeems was her 
Name, did you take up the Money ? YES, ſaid ſhe. How 
much was it, ſaid he? Four Shillings and a Groat, ſaid 
ſhe. Well, well, ſays he, the Lord keep you all ; and fo 
he turned to go away. :- Be SIREN 
As I could not refrain contributing Tears to this 
Man's Story, ſo neither could I refrain my Charity 
for his Aſiltance z. fo Icall'd him, Hark'thee Friend, 
ſaid I, come hither ; for I believe thou art in Health, that © 
Imay venture thee ; ſo I pull'd out my Hand, which was 
in my Pocket before, here, ſays I, go and call thy Ra- 
chel once more, and gius her a litle more Comfort from me: 
God will never for ſake a Family that truſt in him as thou 
dot; lo I gave him four other Shillings, and bad 
him go lay them on the Stone and call his Wife. 
I have not Words to expreſs the poor Man's thanks 
fulneſs, neither could he expreſs it himſelf; bur by 
Tears running down his Face; he call'd his Wife, and 
told her God had mov'd the Heart of a Stranger upon 
hearing their Condition, to give them all chat Money; 
anda great deal more ſueh as that, he ſaid to her. The 
Woman too, made Sigus of rhe like Thank ſulneſs, as 
well to Heaven, as to me, and joyfully pick d it up; 
and I parted with no Money all that Year; that | 
thought better beſtow- d. „* 
I then ask'd the poor Man if the Diſtemper had 
not reach d to Greenwich : He ſaid it had not, till about 
a Fortnight before] but that then he feared it had; 
but that it was only at that End of the Town, which 
lay South towards Deprford-Bridge; that he went on- 
ly to a Butchers Shop, and a Grocers, where he gene- 
.. . e rally dy 


rally bought ſuch Things as they ſent him for; but 


was very carefab. tb hf tee . by 
I ask'd him then, how it came to pals, that thoſe U 
People who had ſo ſhut themſelves up in the Ships, J 
had not laid in ſufficient Stores of all things neceſ{a- b 
ry? He ſaid ſome of them had, but on the other 1 
Hand, ſome did not come on board till they were fright- ſr 
eq; into it, and till it was too dangerous for them to a 
go to the proper People, to lay in Quantities of Things, fa 
and that he waited: on two Ships which he ſhewed w 
me, that had lay in little or nothing but Biſcuit ut 
Bread, and Ship Beer';. and that he had bought every th 
Thing elſe almoſt for them. I ask'd him, if there fre 
was any more Ships . that had ſeparated themſelves, me 
as thoſe had done. He told me yes, all the way up he 
from the Point, right againſt Greenwich, to within the ed 
Shore of Lime houſe and Redriff, all the Ships that could Bc 
have Room, rid two and two in the middle of the WI 
Stream; and that ſome of them had ſeveral Families Ch 
oon Board, I ask'd him, if the Diſtemper had not reach- unc 
ed them? He ſaid he believ d it not, except two of 1 
or three Ships, whoſe People had not been ſo watch- it 
ful, to keep the Seamen from going on Shore asothers | wh 
had been; and he ſaid it was a very fine Sight to ſee how twe 
eie nd hae ene and 
When he ſaid he was going over to Greenwich, as Ho 
ſoon as the Tide began to come in. I ask'd if he nam 
would let me go with him, and bring me back, for far: 
that, I had a great mind to ſee how the Ships were Hill 
ranged as he had told me? He told me if I would al- 1 
ſure him on the Word of a Chriſtian, and of an honeſt ther 
Man, that Thad not the Diſtemper, he would : I not 
aſſur d him, that I had not, that it had pleaſed God Peo 
to preſerve me, That I liv'd in ¶bite· Chapel, but was cert: 
too Impatient of being ſo long within Doors, and that tagic 
I had ventured out ſo far for the Refreſhment of a little 'Ir 
Air; but that none in my Houſe had ſo much as been with 
. nar 
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Well, Sir, ſays he, as your Chatity has been mov'd 
to pity me and my 1 Family; ſure you cannot 
have ſo little pity left, as to put your ſelf into my 
Boat if you were not Sound in Health, which would 
be nothing leſs than killing me, atid ruthing my whole 
Family. The poor Man troubled meſo much, when he 
ſpoke of his Family with ſuch a ſenſible Concerns. 
and in ſuch an affectionate Manner, that I cou'd not 
ſatisfy my ſelf at firſt to go at all: I told him, I 
would lay aſide my Curioſity, rather than make him 
uneaſy ; tho I was ſure, and very thankful for it, 
that I had no more Diſtemper upon me, than the 
freſheſt Man in the World: Mel, he would not have 
me put it off neither, but to let me ſee how confident 
he was, that 1 was juſt to him, he now importun- 
ed me to go; ſo when the Tide came up to his 
Boat, I went .in, and he carry'd me to Greenwich: 
While he bought the Things which he had in his 
Charge to buy, I walk d up to the Top of the Hill; 
under which the Town ſtands, and on the Eaſt-Side 
of the Town, to get a Proſpect of the River: But 
it was a ſurpriſing Sight to ſee the Number of Ships 
which lay in Rows, two and two; and ſome Places, 
two or three ſuch Lines in the Breadth of the River; 
and this not only up quite to the Town, between 
Houſes which we call Rarciif and Redriſf, which they 
name the Pool, but even down the whole River, as 
far as the Head of Long-Reach, which is as far as the 
Hills give us Leave to ſee it 
I cannot gueſsat the Numbet᷑ of Ships, bur I think 
there mult be ſeveral Hundreds of Sail; and I could 
not but applaud the Contrivance, for ten thouſand _ 
People, and more, who attended Ship Affairs, were 
certainly ſheltered here from the Violence of the Con- 
tagion, and liv'd very ſafe and very ea. 
I returned to my own Dwelling very well ſatisfied 
with my Days Journey, and particulatly with the 
poor Man; alſo I rejoyced to fee that ſuch lite San® + 
duaries were provided for 4 many Families, in # Ti - 


- 


had Families on Board 


Ships which were thus infe&ed, it either happened 


Bons, but were obliged to fend often on Shore to 


tributed extremely to their own Deſtruction. The 


little at a Time; then it ſtopt till May, and even the 
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of ſuch Deſolation. I 6bſerv'd alſo, that as the Vio- 
lence of the Plague had encreaſed, ſo the Ships which 

_ remov'd and went farther 
off, till, as I was told, fone wont quite away to Sea, 
and put into ſuch Harbours, and ſafe Roads on the 
North Coalt, as they could beſt come at. 
But it was allo true, that all the People, who thus 
left the Land, and liv'd on Board the Ships, were not 
entirely ſafe from the Infe&ion, for many died, and 
were thrown over board into the River, ſome in Cot- 
fins, and fome, as I heard, without Coffins, whoſe 
Bodies were ſeen ſometimes to drive up and down, 


with the 'Tide in the River. 
But I believe, Imay venture to 


im. fn a PIETY 


lay, that in thoſe 


where the People had recourſe to them too late, and 
did not fly to the Ship till they had ſtayed too long 
on Shore, and had the Diſtemper upon them, tho' 
perhaps, they might not perceive it, and ſo the 
Piſtemper did not come to them, on Board the Ships, 
but they really carried it with them; OR it was 
m thefe Ships, where the poor Waterman faid they 
had not had Time to furnith themſelves with Provi- 


buy what they had Occaſion for, or ſuffered Boats 
to come to them from the Shore; and fo the Diſtem- 
per was brought inſenſibly among them. 
And here I cannot but take notice that the ſtrange 
Temper of the People of Londen at that Time eontri- 


Plague began, as I have obferved, at the other End | 
of the Town, namely, in Zong-Acre, Drury Lale, Oc. 


and came on towards the City very gradually and 
Nowly. It was felt at firſt in December, then Again in 


February, then again in April, and always but a very 


Jaſt Week in May, there was but 17, and all at that 
End of the Fown and all this while, even ſo long, 
a9 till there died above 3000 a-Week ; yet _ on 

| | 1 People 
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People in Redriff, and in Y/apping, and Ratcliff on 
both Sides the River, and almoſt all Southwark. Side, 
a mighty Fancy, that they ſhould not be viſited, ox 
at leaſt, that it would not be ſo violent among them: 
Some People fancied; the ſmell of the Pitch and Tar, 
and ſuch other things, as Oil and Roſin, and Brim- 
ſtone, which is ſo much uſed by all Trades relating 
to Shipping, would preſerve them. Others argued 
it, becauſe it was in its extreameſt Violence in Miſt- 
minſier, aud the Pariſhes: of St. Giles and St. An- 
drew's, Ee. and began to abate again, before it came 
among them, which was true indeed; in Part: F 


Example. ; 2 
Total this 


* 


From the 8th to the 15th of Auguſt. we 


St. Giles's in},  Stepney ——— 197 CRY 
the Fields $242 St. Mag. Bermondſey 246 * 


Cripplegate 886 Rotherhith — — 
From the 15th to the 22d of Auguſt. Total ihiid 
St. Giles's 75 , Stepntey — — 273 : Week. | 
the Fields $ 7 St. Mag. Bermondſey 36 ..... 
_ Cripplegate _ {$47 Rotherhith —— 208 53 oth 
N B. That it wasobſerv'd the Numbers mention d 
in Stepney Pariſh, at that time, were generally all on that 
Side where Stepney Pariſh joined to Shoreditch, which 
we now call Spittle-fields, where the Pariſh of Stepney; 
comes up to the very Wall of Shoreditch Church: Yard, 
and the at this Time was abated at St. Giles's 
in the Fields, and raged moſt violently. in Cripplegate; 


_ Biſhopſgate and Shoreditch Pariſhes, but there was nor 5 


10 People a- Week that died of it in all that Part of 
Stepney Pariſh, which takes in Lime- Houſe, Ratdliff- 
bigh way, and which are now the Pariſhes of Shadwell 
and Wapping, even to St. Katherines by the Tower, 
till after the whole Month of Auguſt was expired; but 
they paid for itafterwards, as I ſhall obſcrve by and by. 
This, Ifay, made the People of Redriff and Wap- 
ping, . fo ſecure, and flatter them< 
i "Ew > _ ſelves 


ca 
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felves ſo much with the Plague's going off, without 
reaching them, that they took no Cate, either to fly. 
into the Country, or ſhut themſelves up; nay, ſo 
far were they from ſtirring, that they rather receiv'd- 
their Friends and Relations from the City into their 
Houfes ; and ſeveral from other Places really took 
Sanctuary in that Part of the Town, as a Place of 
Safety, and as a Place which they thought God 
would paſs over and not viſit as the reſt was viſited. 
And this was the Reaſon, that when it eame up- 
on them they were more ſurprized, more unprovided 
and more at a Loſs what to do than they were in 
other Places, for when it came among them really, 
and with Violence, as it did indeed, in September and 
October, there was then no ſtirring out into the Coun- 
try, no Body would ſuffer a Stranger to come near 
them, no nor near the Towns where they dwelt; and 
as I have been told, ſeveral that wandred into the 
Country on Surry Side were found ſtarv d to Death in 


the Woods and Commons, that Country being more D 
open and more woody, than any other Part ſo near w] 
London ; eſpecially-abour Norwood, and the Pariſhes of _ 
Camberwel, Dullege, and Luſum, where it ſeems no Bo- ſer1 
dy durſt relieve the poor diſtreſs*'d People for fear of | For 
1 y ĩðâ te en, the! 
This Norton having, as I faid, prevailed with the Pla 
People in that Part of the Town, was in Part the Oc- 
caſion, as I ſaid before, that they had Recourſe to Ships amp 
for their Retreat; and where they did this early, and 
with Prudence, furniſhing themſelves ſo with Provi- they 
fions, that they had no need to go on Shore for Sup- whe! 
lies, or fufter Boats tocomeron Board to bring them; ing! 
ſay where they did fo they had eertainly the ſaf- what 
eſt Retreat of any People whatſoever: But the Di- It. 
ſtreſs was ſuch, that People ran on Board in theit imme 
Fright without Bread to eat, and ſome into Ships, of Lo 
that had no Men on Board to remove them farther 
off, or to take the Boat and go down the River to Aﬀea 
buy Proviſions where it might be done ſafely 3 and 
o id ts ws” Fos 
| the P. 
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theſe osten lufferes, my were  infeted on board as 


As the richer Sort got into Shi pe, fo the lower Rank 


got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters, and Fiſhing-boats ; 


and many, eſpecially Warermen, lay in their Boats; 


but thoſe made {ad Work of it, eſpecially the latter, 
for going about for Proviſion, and perhaps to get their 


Subliſtence, the Infection got in among them and made 
a a fearful Havock; many of che Watermen died alone 


in their Wherries, as they rid at their Roads, as well 


above Bridge as below, and were not found ſometimes 


till they were not in Condition for any Body to touch | 


or come near them. 
Indeed the Diſtreſs of the . at this Sea · laring 


End of the Town was very deplorable, and deſerved 
the greateſt Commiſeration: But alas! this was a 


a Time when every one's private Safety lay ſo near 
them, that they had no Room to pity the Diſtreſſes 
of others; for every one had Death, as it were, at his 
Door, and many even in their Families, and knew not 
what to do, or whither to fly 

This, I fay, took away all Colnpaſinn ; ſell Pre- 


| ſervation indeed appear d here to be the firſt Law. 


For the Children ran away from their Parents, EE 
they languiſhed in the urmoſt Diſtreſs: And in ſome 
Places, tho not ſo frequent as the other, Parents did 
the like to their Children; nay, ſome dreadful Ex- 


amples there were, and particularly two in one Week 
of diſtreſſed Mothers, raveing and diſtracted, killing 


their on Children; one whereot was not far off from 
where I dwelt ; the poor lunatick Creature not liv- 
ing herſelf long enough to be ſenſible of the Sin of 


what ſhe had done, much leſs to be puniſh'd for it. : 


It is not indeed to be wondred at, for the Danger of 
immediate Death to ourſelves, took away all Bowels 
of Love, all Concern for one another: I ſpeak in ge- 


eral, for there were many Inſtances of immovable 


Affection, Fity, and Duty in many, and ſome that 


came to my Knowlede;; that is to ſay, by here-ſay : 
For I ſhall not take upon me to vouch the Truth of 


the Particulars. K 3 To 
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134 Minors of. 
Jo introduce one, let me firſt mention, that one 
of the moſt deplorable Caſes, in all the preſent Cala- 
mity, was, that of Women with Child; who when 
they came to the Hour of their Sorrows, and their 
Pains came upon them, cou'd neither have help of one 
Lind or another; neither Midwife or Neigbouring 
omen to come near them ; moſt of the Mid wives 
were dead ; eſpecially, of ſuch as-ſerv'd the poor; 
and many, if not all the Midwives of Note were fled 
into the Country: So that it was next to impoſſible 


of 
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#5 PLAGUE. 135 


Tale the Weeks in which the plague was moſt 


violent, and compare them with the Weeks before the 


2 n began, even in the ſame Tear: Fr Example: 
Child led. Alort. Stil-born. 
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To 4 Diſparity of theſe a is to be con- 
ſidered and allow'd for, that according to our uſual 
Opinion, who were then upon the Spot, there were 
not one third of the People in the Town, during che 
Months of Auguſt and September, as were in the Months 

of January and February : In a Word, the uſual Num- 
ber that uſed to die of theſe three Articles; and a 
I hear, did die of them the Year before, was thus: 
092 — — — 1p | 165 Laer, — — 625 
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I bis inequallity, I ſay, is exceedingly augmented, 
when the Numbers of People are conſidered: I pre- 
tend not to make any exact Calculation of the Num- 
bers of People, which were at this Time in the City; 
but I ſhall make a probable Conjecture at that part 
by and by: What Thave ſaid now, is to explain the 
miſery of thoſe poor Creatures above; ſo that it might 
well be ſaid as in the Scripture. V be to thoſe who 
are with Child; and to thoſe which give ſuck in that Day. 
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der that give Suck thould be gone, if they have g/l 
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For indeed, it was a Wo to them in particular. 


I was not converſant in many particular Families 
where theſe things happen'd:; but the Out- cries of 
the miſerable, were heard afar off. As to thoſe who 
were with Child, we have ſeen ſome Calculation 
made 291 Women dead in Child bed in nine Weeks; 
out of one third Part of the Number, of whom there 
uſually dy'd in that Time, but 48 of the ſame Diſ- 


aſter. Let the Reader calculate the Proportion. 
There is no Room to doubt, but the Miſery of thoſe 


that gave Suck, was in Proportion as great. Qur 


yet, ſome it did, there were ſeveral more than uſual 


ſtarv d at Nurſe, But this was nothing: The Miſery 


was, where they were (1f) ſtarved for want of a 
Nurfe, the Mother dying, and allthe Family and the 
Infants found dead by them, meerly for want; and 


if I may ſpeak my Opinion, I do believe, that many 


hundreds of Poor helpleſs Infants periſn d in this man- 


ner, (24ly) Not ſtarved (but poiſon'd) by the Nurſe, 
Nay even where the Mother has been Nurſe, and 
| having recciv'd the Infection, has poiſon d, that is, 
infected the Infant with her Milk, even before they 
knew they were infected themſelves; nay, and the In- 


nat but remember to leave this Admonition upon Re- 
cord, if ever ſuch another dreagful Viſitation ſhould 


happen in this City that all Women that are withChild 


7 
« 
» ; n 
K „ 
— 
Pe . 
7 
— * 8 
> y 


Bills of Mortality cou'd give but little Light in this; 


ſtanc 


in Lat 
neithe 
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Gble Means out of the Place; becauſe their Miſery 9 75 
if infected, will ſo much exceed all other Peoples.” 

I could ten here diſmal Stories of living Infants be- 

ing found fucking the Breaſts of their Mothers, or 
Nurſes, after they have been dead of the Plague. "Of 
a Mother, in the Pariſh where I liv'd, who having a 


Child that was not well, ſent for an Apothecary eo 


View the Child, and when he came, as the Relation 
goes, was giving the Child ſuck at her Breaſt, and 
to all Appearance, was her ſelf very well: But when 
the Apothecary came cloſe to her, he ſaw the To- 
kens upon that Breaſt, with which ſhe was ſuckling 
the Child. He was ſurpriz d enough to be ſure 5 | 
bur not -willing to fright the poor Woman too much, 
he deſired the would give the Child into his Hand; 
ſo he takes the Child, and going to a Cradle in the 
Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths, found the 
Tokens upon the Child too, and both dy'd before he 
cou'd get Home, to ſend a preventative Medicine to 
the Father of the Child, to whom he had told their 
Condition; Whether the Child infected the Nurſe- 
Mother, or the Mother the Child was not certain, 
but the laſt the molt likely. TE 
Likewiſe of a Child brought Home to the Parents 
from a Nurſe that had dy'd of the Plague; yer, the 
tender Mother would not refuſe to take in her Child, 


and dy d with the Child in her Arms dead alſo. 
It would make the hardeſt Heart move at the In- 
ſtances that were frequently found of tender Mothers, 
tending and watching with their dear Children, and 
eren dying before them, and ſometimes taking the 
Diſtemper from them, and dying when the Child, for . 
whom the affectionate Heart had been ſacrified, has 


got over it and eſcap'd. _ 


The like of a Tradeſman in Eaft-Smith-field, whoſe 
Wife was big with Child of her firſt Child, and fell 
in Labour, having the Plague upon her: He cou'd 
either get Midwife to aſſiſt her, or Nurſe to _ 


and lay'd it in her Boſom, by which ſhe was infected, wu 
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her; and two Servants which he kept fled both from 
her. He ran from Houſe to Houle like one diſtra- 
ed, but cou'd get po help; the utmoſt he could get 
was, that a Watchman who attended at an infected 
Houle ſhut up, promis d to ſend a Nurſe in the Morn- 
ing: The poor Man with his Heart broke, went 
back, aſſiſted his Wife what he cou d, acted the part 
of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the 
World; and his Wife in about an Hour dy d in his 


Arms, where he held her dead Body faſt till the 


Morning, when the Watchman came and brought the 
Nurſe as he had promiſed; and coming up the Stairs, 
for he had left the Door open, or only latched : 


They found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in 


his Arms; and ſo overwhelmed with Grief, that he 
dy'd in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the 
Infection upon him, but meetly ſunk under the Weight 
of his Grief. r 
| Lhave heard alſo of ſome, who on the Death of 
their Relations, have grown ſtupid with the inſup- 
portable Sorrow, and ot one in particular, who was 
ſo abſolutely overcome with the Preſſure upon his Spi- 
rits, that by Degrees, his Head ſunk into his Body, 
ſo between his Shoulders, that the Crown of his Head 
was very little ſeen above the Bones of his Shoulders; 
and by Degrees, loſeing both Voice and Senſe, bis 
Face looking forward, lay againſt his Collar Bone, 
and cou d not be kept up any otherwiſe, unleſs held 
up by the Hands of other People; and the poor Man 
never came to himſelf again, but languiſhed near 2 
Year in that Condition and died: Nor vas he ever 
onee {cen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon ary 


particular Object. e eee ae 
I cannot undertake to give any other than a Sum- 
mary of ſuch Paſſages as theſe, becauſe it was not po- 

fible to come at the Particulars, where ſometimes 
the whole Families, where ſuch Things happen d, 
were carry:d off by the Diſtemper: But there were 

Innumerable Caſes of this Kind, which preſented 0 
| Þy BR” : : - Pe the 


Þ 7 
' as I have hinted above, nor is it eaſy to give any 
Story of this, or that Family, which there was not 
divers parallel Stories to met with of the ſame Kind. 
But as I am now talking of the Time, when the 
Plague rag d at the Eaſter-moſt Part of the Town: 
how for a long Time the People of thoſe Parts 
had flattered themſelves that they ſhould eſcape; and 
how they were ſurprized, when it came upon them 
as it did ; for indeed, it came upon them like an arm- 
ed Man, when it did come, I ſay, this brings me 
back to the three poor Men, who wandered from 
IVapping, not knowing whether to go, or what to do, 
and who I mention d before; one a Biſcuit : Baker, one 
a Sail Maker, and the other a Joiner; all of Mapping, 
ar ches ĩ £7 Ein + 
The Sleepineſs and Security of that Part as I have 
obſerv'd, was ſuch; that they not only did not ſhife - 
for themſelves as others did; but they boaſted of be- 
ing ſafe. and of Safety being with them; and many 
People fled out of the City, and out of the infected Su- 
burbs, to Wapping, Ratcliff, Lime-houſe, Poplar, and 
ſuch Places, as to Places of Security; and it is not at 
all unlikely, that their doing this, help'd to brinng 
the Plague that way faſter, than it might otherwiſe 
have come. For tho' I am much for Peoples flying 
away and emptying ſuch a Town as this, upon 
the firſt Appearance of a like Viſitation, aud that 
all People that have any poſſible Retreat, ſhould 
make uſe of it in Time, and begone; yet, I muſt ſay, 
when all that will fly are gone, thoſe that are lettand 
mult ſtand it, ſhould Rand ſock ſtill where they are, 
and not ſhift from one End of the Town, or one Part 
of the Town to the other; for that is the Bane and 
Miſchief of the whole, and they carry the Plague 
from Houſe to Houſe in their very Clothes. 
Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Doge 
and Cats: But becauſe as they were domeſtick An- 
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0 mals, and are apt to run from Houſe to Houſe, and 121 

I from Street to Street; ſo they are capable of. carry- Jo 

i ing the Effluvia or Infectious Steams of Bodies in- Th 

hl fected, even in their Furrsand Hair; and therefore, it wh 

it was that in the beginning of the Infe&ion, an Order ane 

1 was publiſhed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi- | 
it ftrates, according to the Advice of the Phyſicians ; for 
' 1 that all the Dogs and Cats ſhould be imediately kil- ol 

{i led, and an Officer was appointed forthe Execution. WM beft 
0 It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended — 
ti upon, what a prodigious Number of thoſe Creatures Id. 
j were deſtroy d: I think they talk d of forty thouſand MF of 04 
il Dogs, and fiye times as many Cats, few Houſes be- 7 
ib, ing without a Cat, and ſome having ſeveral, and ſome - Peg 
i times five or ſix in a Houſe, All poiible Endeavours Jay 1 
f were us d alſo to deſtroy the Mice and Rats, eſpe- gerot 
j _ cially the latter; b laying Rats: Bane, and other 0 
| Poiſons for them, and a prodigious multitude of them Je 
IF were alſo deſtroy'd. os VE GE OS 8 > ſolve 
It I often reflected upon the unprovided Condition, T 
1 that the whole Body of the People were in at the too, fe 
1 firſt coming of this Calamity upon them, and how ad: 
1 it was for Want of timely entring into Meaſures, and Mort 
1 Managements, as well publick as private, that all nen 4 
bi the Confuſions that followed were brought upon us; be gl 
" and that ſuch a prodigious Number of People-ſunk willing 
170 in that Diſaſter, which if proper Steps had been Jol 
if taken, might, Providence concurring, have been a- fall] 
1 voided, and which, if Poſterity think fit, they may [ lodge 
1 take a Caution, and Warning from: But I ſhall come 1 20 
60 to this Part again. | ü 7 ny fall b 
| I come back to my three Men: Their Story bas 2 an ref 
' Moral in every Part of it, and their whole Conduct, Th 
af? and that of ſome who they join'd with, is a Patern Wl #7 7. 
4 for all poor Men to follow, or Women either, if ever ring 10 
i | fach a Time comes again; and if there was no other Town ; 
qr End in recording it, I thing this a very juſt one, whe- Maney, 
* ther my Account be exactly according to Fact or no. Honfes, 
. Two of them are ſaid to be Brothers, the one an 5 

Hi old Soldier, but now a Biſcuit Baker; the 1 4 | ; 
60 | 


Thomas his Brother, the Sail-maker, Brother 'Tom, 


what will become of us ? The Plague grows hot in the City," | 


and encreaſes this way : What ſhall we do? 


Truly, ſays Thomas, I am at a great Loſs what to do, 
for I find, if it comes down into Wapping, T1 ſhall be turn d 


ut of my Lodging + And thus they began to talk of it 


| beforehand. 
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lame Sailor, but now a Sail- Maker; the Third a 
Joiner. Says e John the Biſeuit Baker, one Day 10 


* 


John, Turm d out of jour Lodging, Tom! if you are, 
1 don't know who will take you in; for People are ſo afraid 
| of one another now, there's no getting a Lodging any where. 


Tho. Why ? The People where ] lodge are good civil. 


People, and have Kindneſs enough for me too; but they 


ſay 1 go abroad every Day to my Work, and it will be dan - 


gerous 3 and they talk of locking themſelues up, aud letting: 


no Body come near them. Y e a dy 
John, Vn, they are in the right to be ſure, if they re- 
ſolve to venture ſtaying in Tun. 
Tho. Nay, I might e en reſolve to ſtay within Doors 
too, for, except a Suit of Sails that my Maſter has in Hand, 
aud which I am juſt a finiſbing, I am like to get no more 
Work a great while ; there's no Trade ſtirs nau; Mor- 
men and Servants are turned off every where, ſo that I might. 


be glad to be lock'd up too But 1 do not fee they will be 


willing to conſent to that, any more than to the other. 


John, 24%, what wil jou do then Brother and what 


full I do? for I am almoſt as bad as you ; the People where 


| lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid, and ſhe is 


to go next Week, and to ſhut the Houſe quite up, ſo that 1 


hall be turm d a drift to the wide World before you, and 1 


am reſolved to go away too, if I knew but where|to go. 


Tho. We were both diſtracted we did not go away at: 
fiſt, then we might ha travelled any where there's no ſtir- 


ring now; we ſhall be ftaru'd if we pretend to go out of 
own; they won't let us have Viftuals, uo, not for our. 
n aſe nor let us come into the Towns, much leſs into their 


N 


N John, 


> if 


192 Mcunos of 
| Johns And that which is almoſt as bad, I have but ini a 


Money to help my. ſelf with neither. hi 
Tho. A, 10 that we might make ſhift ; 1 hove a biel, 901 
tho nor much; but [tell you there*s no ſtirring on the Road, be 
: know a Couple of poor - honeſt Men in our Street have at- die 
ed to travel, and at Barnet, or Whetſton, or there 0 
yy the People offered to fire at them if they pretended to wh 
1 $0 forward ; ſo they are come back again quite di ſcourag d. Tha 
if John, would have ventured their Fire, if. 1 bad been Het 
KI there; If I had been denied Food for my 3 they ſhould ] 
b ba ſeen me take it before their Faces ; and if I had ten- tive 
þ dred Money for it, wrt could not have taken any 8 with nuf 
i me by Law. not 
[it Tho. Lou talk jour old Soldier s Langu , As if you with 
oe were in the Low-Countris now, but this is a ſerious thing. Rig, 
bs The People have good | Reaſun to keep any Body off, that 4 
Wi © they are not ſatisfied are ſound, at fuch a Time as this; Lat 
11 and we muſt not plunder them. laft 
\ John, No Brother, you miſtake the Cafe, and miſtake If 
Wl me too, I would plunder no Body; but for any Town upon 10 tr 
12 | the Road to deny me Leave to paſs thro' the Town in the T 
1 open High- May, and deny me Proviſion for my Money, s vel, 
3 to fay the Town has a Right to ſtarve me to Dun, which Wor 
1 cannot be true. | Jo 
7 Tho. But they do not deny you Liberty to rock again cafion 
= from whence you came, and therefore they do not ftarve you. cannt 
170 lohn, But the next /Town behind me will by the ſam: bs» 
60 Rue deny me leave to go back, and ſo they do ſtarue me Jo 
. 1 them; befides there is no Law to prohibit my travel- to con 
1 wherever 1 will on the Raad. ae 
(9 oh But there will be ſo much Difficulty in 2 Tt 
1 with. them ar every Town on the Road, that it is not jor not 10 
= poor Men to do it, or to undertake it at fuch a Time as this jol 
ig? is eſpecially. — 1 | 
Uh John, Why Brother 7 Our Condition at this Rate i woe 1. 
af than any Bodies elſe ; for ue can neither go away nor ſtay the F 
i f here; I am ef the ſame Mind with the Lepers of Samaria, Parts 
9 If we ſtay here we are ſure to die; 1 mean eſpecialy, ſervec 
i as you and I are ſtated, without a Dwelling Houſe of * Houſe, 
4 own, | | 
N : 


_ 
4 


run, and without Lodging in any Bodies elſe ; there is uo 
hing in the Street at Juch a Time as this; we had as good 
go into the Dead Curt at one: Therefore 1ſay, if we ſtay 


- 


here we are ſute to die, and if wego away we can bur 


die: 1 am reſold to be gone, © i 
Tho. Tou will go away : Whither will jou 'go? and 
what can you do? I would as willingly go away as you, if 
1knew whither : But we have no Acquaintance, no Friends. 
Here we were born, and here we maſt die. 

John, Look yon Tom, the whole Kingdom is my Na- 
tive Country as well at this Town. Du may as well ſay, I 
muſt not go out of = Houſe if it is on re, as that I muſt 
not go out of the Town I was born in, when it is infected 
with the Plague. I was born in England, and have 4 
Right to live in it if Tan, ' © os 

Tho. But you know every vagrant Perſon may by the 
Lawsof England, be taken up, and paſid back to their 
laſt legal Settlement. _ SMS x9 

John, But how ſhall they make me vagrant ; I deſire only 
10 travel on, upon my lawful Ocrafonr. 


Tho. Hhat lawful Occafions can we pricend PR TIO 
vel, or rather wander upon, they wilt not be put off with 


Words. A, 

John, nor flying to ſave our Lives, a Lawful Oc- 

cafion! and do they not all know that the Fatt is true: We 

cannot be ſaid to diſembl. „ yo 
Tho. But ſuppoſe they ler us paſs, Whither ſhall we go ? 

John, Any where to Jave our Lives: Tt is Time enough 


to confider that when ue are got out of this Town. If I am 


once out of this Areadful Place I care mt where I go. 

Tho. We fball be driven ro great Extremities. I know 
So 4 a ere Ca. 
John, Well Tom, confider of it'a line. 


This was about the Beginning of July, and tho” 


. "on was come torwatd in the Weſt and North 
Parts © 

ſerved before; and  Redriff, and Rarcliſ, and Limes 
Huſe, and Poplar, in ſhort, Deptford and Greenwich, 
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the Town, yet all Wapping, as I hare ob- 


all 
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all both Sides of the River from the the Hermitage, 
and from over againſt it, * down to Blackwal, 
was intirely free, there had not one Perſon died of 
the Plague in all Srepuey Pariſh, and not one on the 
South Side of J/hite Chappel Road, no, not in any 
Pariſh ; and yet the Weekly Bill was that very Week 
/ 
It was a Fortnight after this, before the the two 
Brothers met again, and then the Caſe was a little 
altered, and the Plague was exceedingly advanced, 

and the Number greatly encreaſed, the Bill was up 
at 2785, and prodigiouſly encreaſing, tho Kill bo 
Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well: But 
ſome began to die in Redriff, and about five or ſix 
in Ratclif- High- Way, when the Sail Maker came 
to his Brother John, expreſs, and in ſome Fright, 
for he was abſolutely warn'd out of his Lodging, 
and had only a Week to provide himſelf. His Bro- 
ther John was in as bad a Caſe, for he was quite out, 
andchad only beg'd Leave of his Maſter the Biſcuit | 
Baker to lodge in an Out-Houſe belonging to his 
Work-houſe, where he only lay upon Straw, with | 
- ſome Biſcuit Sacks, or Bread-Sacks, as they calld 
them, laid- upon it, and ſome of the ſame Sacks to | 
... at nc 
Here they reſolved, ſeeing all Employment being 
at an End, and no Work, or Wages to he had, they 
would make the beſt of their Way to get out of the 
Reach of the dreadful Infection; and being as | 
good Husbands as they could, would endeavour to 
live upon what' they had as long as it would laſt, 
and then work for more, if they could get Work an) 
where, of any Kind, let it be what it would. | 

While they were conſidering to put this Reſolu- 
tion in Practice, in the beſt Manner they could, 
the third Man, who was acquainted very well with 
the Sail Maker, came to know of the Deſign, and 
got Leave to be one of the Number, and thus they 
prepared to ſet out. VVV A 
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It happened that they had not an equal 
W tel as the Sail-maker, who had the beſt 
Stock, was beſides: his being Lame, the moſt. unhc 


to expect to get any thing by Working in the Coun- 
try, ſo he was content that what Money they had 
ſhould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition, 


that whatever any one of them could gain more than 


another, it-ſhould; without any grudging, be all ad- 


ded to the ſame publick'Stock.” 
They reſolvd to load themſelves with as little 


Baggage as poſſible, becauſe they reſolv'd at firſt to 


travel on Foot; and to 2 great way, that they 
might, if poſſible, be e 


vel, which they were ſo far from adjuſting, that even 
to the Morning they ſet out, they were not reſolv'd 
on it, ay" tos, tg, ; 


At laſt the Seaman put in a Hint that determin'd 
it; Firſt, ſays he, the Weather is very hot, and there 


fore Iam for travelling North, that we may not 


have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our 


| Breaſts, which will heat and ſuffocate us; and I have 


been told, ſays he, that it is not good to over-heat 
our Blood at a Time when, for ought we know, the 


Infed ion may be in the very Air. In the next Place, 


ſays he, I am for going the Way that may be con- 


trary to the Wind as it may blow when we ſet out, 


that we may not have the Wind blow the Air of the 


City on our Backs as we go. Theſe two Cautions were 


approv'd of; if it could be brought ſo to hit, that the 
Wind might not be in the South when they ſet out 


to go North. e 


John the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put 


ectually Safe; and a great 
many Confultations they had with themſelves, before 
they could agree about what Way they ſhould tra- 


n his Opinion; Firſt, ſays he, We none of us ex- . 

pect to get any Lodging on the Road, and it will 

be a littie too hard to lie juſt in the open 

Air; tho? it be warm Weathers perde may-be.war,. 
„„ 85 „ 19 ane 
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1436 Minors ofi 
and damp, and we have a double Reaſon to 
take care of our Healths at ſuch a time as this; 
and therefore, ſays he, you, Brother Tom.” that are 
2 Sail-maker, might eaſily make us a little Tent, 

and I vill undertake to ſet it up every Night, and 
take it down, and a Fig for all the Inns in England; 
if we have a gocd Tent over our Heads, we ſhall do 
The Joyner oppos'd this, and told them, let them 
leave that to him, he would undertake-to build them 
a Houſe every Night with his Hatchet and Mallet, 
tho” he had no other Jools, which ſhould be fully to 


their ſatisfaction; and as good as a Fent, 4 
The Soldier and the Joyner diſputed that Point | 
_ Tome time, but at laſt the Soldier carry d it for 2 6 
Tent; the ny ObjeRion againſt it was, that it ; 
muſt be carry'd with them, and that would encreaſc j 
their Baggage too much, the Weather heing hot; but i 
the Sail- maker had a piece of good Hap fell in which ft 
made that eaſie, for, his Maiter who he work d for te 
having a Rope-Walk as well as his Saikmaking C 
Trade, had a little poor Horſe that he made no uſe to 
of then, and being willing to aſſiſt the three honeſt 
Men, he gave them the Horſe for the carrying their ha 
Baggage; alſo for a ſmall Matter of three Days Work int 
that his Man did for him before he went, he let him of 
have an old Top-gallant Sail that was worn out, but qui 
was ſufficient and more than enough to make a very ſtab 
good Tent: The Soldier ſhew d how to ſhape it, and mu 
they ſoon by his Direction made their Tent, and fit- ther 
red it with Poles or Sta ves for the purpoſe, and thus and 
they were furnifh'd for their Journey; via. thiree Men, | rais} 
one Tent, one Horſe, one Gun, for the Soldier would impt 
not go without Arms, for now he ſaid he was no bein 
mote a Biſcuit- Baker, but a Trooper. at 
The Joyner had a ſmall Bag of Tools, ſuch as might had 


be uſeful if he ſhould get any Werk abroad, as well 
for their Subſiſtence as his on: What Money ey 
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kad, they brought all into ane publick Stock, and 


ti ane began their rney. It ſeems that in the 
W 55 bis f. 3 blew as the 
oc 


8 Ver Jo la by his 
Courſe N 


But then « Diffculey came in their Wap, chat 48 


ker Compaſs, at N. W. by W. 
e directed, Ged, or rather reſalv'd to direct their. 


they ſet out from, the hither end of Wapping neat 
the 22 and that the Plague was now very 


Violent, et 
as in 


y on the North fide of the City, 
9 Cripplegate Pariſh, they did mae 


think it oe for them to go 2 fol 1225 0 


they went away Eaſt through Radcliff 1.5 
far as Radclifj-Croſs, and leaving Sep 


way, as 
roh LO 


on their Lettrhand, being afraid to come 32 
come 


Raddliff-Croſs to Mile end, becauſe they m 


juſt by the Church- yard, and becauſe the Wind that 


ſcemed to blow more from the Weſt, blow d directly 


vo: the 70 of che City where we ge A hot- 


So I ſay, leaying Se by ha a long 
os. and going to 1 * Nan 'Y, . in 
to the great juſt at 


Here the Watch pd upon > Bow Bridge would 
have queſtion d them; but they croſſing the Road 


8 So gg "gg Frm 


nis as at that time, and 
improbable, 


Ute, I | 
being drag d. dand CEE oo Mok wifes 15 
of Bread. were up in Arms, and 
raiſed Enn, fun Shes they, would come aur = 

to all the * Towns round to plander for Bread. This, 
| ſay, was auly a 3 way wary walls 


that means for want 


þ os Fpe-Jalgher wo. 
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13 HORS HO rn WT - 
was no more; but it was nor fo far off from being a 
Reality, as it has been thought, for'in a few. Weeks 
more the __— IE became ſo Deſperate by the 
Calamity they ſuffer d, that they were with great 
difficulty kept from running out into the Fields 
and Towns, and tearing all in pieces where: ever 
they came; and, as I have obſerved before, nothing 
hinder'd them but that the Plague rag'd ſo violent- 
| ly, and fell in upon them ſo furiouſly, that they ra- 
ther went to the Grave by Thouſands than into 
the Fields in Mobs by Thouſands : For in the Parts 
about the Pariſhes of St. Sepulchres, Clerkenwell, Crip- 
plegate, Biſhopſgate and Shoreditch, Which were the 
Places where the Mob began to threaten, the Di- 
temper came on ſo furiouſly, that there died in thoſe 
tew'Pariſhes,even then, before the Plague was come 
to its height, no leſs than 5361 People in the firſt 
three Weeks in Auguſt, wherrat the ſame time, the Parts 
about Wupping, Radeliffe, and Rotherhith, were, as 
before deſcrib d, hardly touch d, or bur very light- 
ly; fo that in a Word, tho“, as I ſaid before, the 
good Management of the Lord Mayor and Juſtices 
did much to prevent the Rage and Deſperation of 
the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tu- 
mults, and in ſhort, from the Poor plundering the 
Rich; I ſay, tho* they did much, the Dead Carts 
did more, for as I have ſaid, that in five Pa- 
*riſhes only there died above 3000 in 20 Days, fo 
there might be probably three times that Number 
Sick all that time; for ſome recovered, and great 
Numbers fell ſick every Day and died afterwards. 
Beſides, I muſt ſtill be allowed to ſay, that if the 
Bills of Mortality ſaid five Thouſand, I always be- 
lievd it was near twice as many in reality; there 
being no room to believe that the Account they 
r gave was right, or that indeed, they were, among 
ſuch Confuſtons as I ſaw them in, in any Condition 
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y But to return to my Travellers; Here they were 
only examined, and as they ſeemed rather coming 


the People the eaſier with them; that they talk d to 
them, let them come into a publick Houſe where 
Drink and ſome Victuals, which greatly reffeſhed and 
encourag d them; and here it came into their Hends 


to ſay, when they ſhould be enquir d of afterwards; 


not that they came from London, but that they came 


I 


out of Eſſex. _ 


To forward this little Fraud, they -obtain'd: ſo 


much Favour of the-Conſtable at Old. Fird, as to give 
them a Certificate of their paſſing from EJe# thto* 
that Village, and that they had not been at London; 
which tho | | 

in the County, yet was literally true; Mapping or 


Radcliff being no part either of the City or Liberty. 


This Certificate directed to the next Conſtable 
that was at Hummerton, one of the Hamlets of the 
Pariſh of Hackney, was ſo ſerviceable to them, that 


it procurcd them not a free Paſſage there only, but 
a full Certificate of Health from a Juſtice of the 
Peace; who, upon the Conſtable's Application, grant- 


ed it without much Difficulty ; and thus they paſs'd 


through the long divided Town of Hackney,(for it lay 


then in ſeveral ſeparated Hamlets) and travelled on 
till they came into the great North Road on the 
top of Shank TER: ER an 


By this time they began to be weary, and ſo in the 


back Road from Hackney a little before it opened in- 


to the ſaid great Road, they reſolv d to ſer up their 
Tent and encamp for the firſt Night ; which they did 


accordingly, with this addition, that finding a Barn, 
or a Building like a Barn, and firſt ſearching as well 
as they could to be ſure there was no Body in it, 
they ſet up their Tent, with the Head of it againſt 


the Barn; this they did alſo becauſe the Wind blew 


falſe in the common acceptation of London 
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that Night very high, and they wete but young 
at ſuch a way of Lodging, as well as at the managing 
Here they went to Sleep, but the Joyner, a gtave 
and ſober Man, and ot PENG with their lying at 
this looſe rate the firſt Night, could not fleep, and 
reſolv'd, after trying to Sleep to no purpoſe, that he 
would get out, taking the Gun in his Hand 
ſand Centinel and Guard his Companions : 80 
with the Gun in his Hand he walk d to and again 
before the Barn, for that ſtood in the Field neat the 
Road, but within the Hedge. He had not been 
long upon the Scout, but he heard a Noiſe of Pro- 
ple coming on as if it had been a great Number, 
and they came on, as he thought, direaly towards 
the Barn. He did not preſently awake his Compa- 
ions, but in a few Minutes more their Noife grow- 
| Ing louder and louder, the Biſcuit-Baker call'd to 
him and ask'd him what was the Matter, and quick- 
ly ſtarted out too: The other being the Larne Sail- 
maker and moſt weary, lay ſtill in the Tent. 
As they expected, ſo the People who they had 
heard, came on directly to the Barn, when one of 
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the 
Guard, with o comer #here ? The People did not 
Anſwer immediately, but one of raem fpeaking to 
another thar was behind him, Alas ! Alas ! we art 
all diſappointed, ſays he, here are ſume People before us, 
the Barn is taken up. r 
They all ſtopp'd upon that as under ſome Sur- 
prize, and it ſeems there was about Thirteen of 
them in all, and ſome Women ver them: They 
vonſulted together what they fhould do, and by | 
their Diſcourſe our Travellers ſoon found they were 
poor diſtreſs d People too like themſelves, king 
| Sheker and Safety; and beſides, our Travellers had 
no need to be afraid of their coming up to diſturd 
them; for as ſcon as they heard rhe Words, Wh 


comes 
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comes thers, theſe could hear the Women ſay, as if 
they may herve the Plagne ? And when one of the Men 
ſazd, Let us but | ſpeak to them; the Women ſaid, No, 
don't by tiny mean, wwe haue eſcap d thus far by the 
Goodneſs of God, do not let us run into Danger new, 
we beſeech you. e COTM SIG None 
Our Travellers feund by this that they wore a 
good ſober fort of People and flying for their: Lives 
as they were; and, as they were encourag'd by jt, ſo 
John ſaid to the Joyner his Comrade, Let us Encourage - 
them _— mondo. wt So he _ ep 
he good People ſays the Joyner, we find by your Talk, 
that you are dere irom the fame dreadful Enemy 
as we are, do not be afraid of us, we are only three 
poor Men of us, if you are free from the Diſtemper 
you ſhall not be hurt by us; we are not in the Barn, 
but in a little Fent here in the outſide, and we will 
remove for you, we can ſet up our Tent again im- 
mediately any where elſe; and upon this a Parly 
began berWeen the Joyner, whoſe Name was Richard, 
and one of their Men, who ſaid his Name was Ford, 
1 Ford. And do you affure us that you are all Sound 
Rich. Nay, we are concern d to tell you of it, 
that you may not be uneaſy, or think your ſelves. in 
Danger; but you ſee we do not defire you ſhould 
put your ſelves into any Danger; and therefore I 
tell you, that as we have not made uſe of the Barn, 
ſo we will remove from it, that you may be Safe 
and we alſo, _ = „ 
Frd. That is very kind and charitable ; But, if we 
have Reaſon to be ſatisfied that-you are Sound and 
free from the Viſitation, why fhoutd we make you 
remove now you are ſettled in your Lodging, and 


%. - 


it may de are hid Jown to Reſt ? we will go into 


the Barn if you ; leaſt, to reſt our ſelves a while, and 
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Rich. Well, F 


vou will aſſure us that you are all of you Sound too, J 


for the Danger is as great from you to us, as from 
us to you. 


Fird. Bleſſed be God that ſome do eſcape tho? it 
is but few; what may be our Portion ſtill we wow | 


not, but hitherto we are preſerved. 


Rich. What part of the Town do you come om > 
Was the Plague come to the Places where A ; 


livd? 
Herd. Ay ay, in a moſt frightful and eile man- 


ner, or elſe we had not fled away as we do; but we 3 


believe there will be very few left alive behind us. 
Rich. What Part do you come from 


Ford. We are molt of us of Cripplegate Pariſh, on- 2 
ly two or three of Clerkenwell Par, but on. the hi- , 


ther ſide. 


Rich. How then was it tha you. came away no 


ſooner d 


Frd. We have been away ſome. time, and lep t 
together as well as we s at the hither End 1 | 


Iſlington, where we got leave to lie in an old unin- 
| habited Houſe, and had ſome Bedding and Conve- 


niencies of our.own that we brought with us, but 


the Plague is come up into //ington.too, and a Houſe 


next Door to our poor Dwelling was Infected and 


ſhut vp, and we are come away in a Frighlt. 
Rich. And what Way are you going? 


 _. Bird, As our Lott ſhall caſt us, we know nat 
- whither, but God will Guide thoſe thar look up 


to him. 


They parlied no further at that time, he came 


all up to the Barn, and with ſome Difficult Baie, 
into it: There was nothing but Hay in the 

but it was almoſt full of that, and they accommo- 
dated themſelves as well as they cou d, 7 went to 
Reſt ; but our Travellers obſerv'd, that before they 


wen to e an antient Man, Who! ie ſeems was 
29 ] =: 'Father 
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Father of one of the Women, went to Prayer with 
all the Company, recommending themſelves to the 
Bleſſing and Direction of Providence, before they 
// they oo, ati s, 
It was ſoon Day at that time of tht Year; and as 

Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firſt part of 
the Night, ſo John the Soldier Reliev'd him, and 
he had the Poſt in the Morning, and they began 
to be acquainted with one another. It ſeems, when 
they left Mington, they intended to have gone North. 
away to Highgate, but were ſtop'd ar Maß, and 
there they would not let them paſs; ſo they croſs d 
over the Fields and Hills to the Eaſtward, and 
came out at the Boarded- River, and fo avoiding the 
Towns, they left Horuſey on the left Hand, and New- 
ington on the right Hand, and came into the great 
Road about Stamford- Hill on that fide, as the three 
Travellers had done on the other fide: And now they 
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar- 
ſhes, and make forwards to Epping Foreſt, where they 
hoped they ſhould get leave to Reſt. It ſeems they 
were not Poor, at leaſt not fo Poor as to be in Want; 
at leaſt they had enough to ſubſiſt them moderarely 
for two or three Months, when, as they ſaid, they 
were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the 
Infection, or at leaſt the Violence of it would have 


ſpent itſelf, and would abate, if it were only for want 
of People left alive to bFInfefted. _© 

This was much the Fate ot our three Trat ellers; 
only that they ſeemed to be the better furniſh'd for 
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further 
off; for as to the firſt, they did not propoſe to go 
farther than one Day's Journey, that ſo they mignt 
have Intelligence every two or three Days how 
Thi! 8 
But here our Travellers found themſelves un- 
der an unexpected Inconvenience namely, chat 
of their Horſe, for by means of the Horſe to 
carry their Baggage, they were 3 N 


* 
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keep in the Road, whereas the People of this other 


Band went over the Fields or Roads, Path or no 


Path, Way, or no Way, as they pleaſed ; neither had 


they any Occaſion: to paſs thro any 1 


near any Town, other than to buy ſuch Things as 
they wanted for their neceſſary Subſiſtence, and in 


that indeed they were put to much Difficulty : Of 


Which in its Place. % 
hut our three Travellers were oblig d to keep the 
Road, or elſe they muſt commit Spoil and do the 
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down 
Fences and Gates, to go over encloſed Fields, which 
they were loth to do if they could help it. 
3 Our three Travellers however had a great Mind 
to join themſelves to this Company, and take 
their Lot with them; and after ſome Diſcourſe, 71 
laid aſide their firſt Deſign which look d Northward, 
and reſol vd to follow the other into Eſſex ; ſo in the 
Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their 
Horſe, and away they travelled all together. 
They had ſome Difficulty in paſſing the Ferry at 
the Riverſide, the Ferry-Man being afraid of them; 


but after ſome Parly at a Diſtance, the Ferry-Man 


Vas content to bring his Boat to a Place diſtant from 
the uſual Ferry, and leave it there for them to 
rake it; ſo putting themſelves over, he directed them 
to leave the Boat, and be having anether Boat, 
ſaid he would fetch it again, which it ſeems however 
he did not do for above Eight Days. |  __ 
Here giving the Ferry-Man 9 before-hand, 
they had a ſupply of Victuals and Drink, which he 
brought and left in the Boat for them, but not with- 


out, as I ſaid, having receiv'd the Mony before-hand. 1 


But now our Travellers were at à great Loſs and 


ing ſmall and nat fit for it, and at laſt cou d not do 
it without unloading the Baggage, and making him 
— ᷣ ͤ v ˙⅛èʃ·dz ft 4s ns. 
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Difficulty how to get the Horle over, the Boar be- 
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From the River they travelled towards the Foreſt, 
but when they came ro V altbamſtow the 
chat Town denied to admit them, as was the Caſe 
every where: The Conſtables and their Watchmen 
kept them off at's Diſtance, and Parly'd with them; 
they gave the fame Account of thernfelves as before, 
but theſe gave no Credit to what they (aid, giving 
it for a Reaſon that two or three Companies had nl- 
ready come that Way and made the like Pretenees, 
but that they had given ſeveral People che Diſtem- 
per in the Towns Where they had paſs'd, and had 
been afterwards fo hardly us d by the Country 
tho with Juſtice tod, as they had deſerv'd ; that a- 
bout Brent-Wood of that Way, feveral of them Pe- 
riſh'd in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of 
mere Want and Diſtreſs, they could nor teil. 

This was a good Reaſon indeed why the People 
of Walthamſtow Thou'd be very cautious, and why 
they hou d re ſolve not to entertain any Body that 
they were not well ſatisfied of. But as Richard the 
Joyner, and one of the other Men who party'd wih 
them told them, it was no Reaſon why they ſhould 
block up the Roads, and-refuſe ro let People paſs 
thro the Town, and Who ask d norhing of them, bur 
to go through the Street: Thar if their Peopl 


& were 
afraid of them, they might go into their Houſes and 
ſhut their Doors, they would neither ſhow them 
Civilitynor Incivility, but go on about their Bulinels. 
The Conſtables and Attendants, not to be per- 
ſwaded by Reaſon, continued Obſtinate, and wou'd 
hearken to nothing; ſo the two Men that ralk' d win 
them went back to their err to conſult What 
was to be done: It was very diſcoutaging in the 
whole, and they knew. not what to do for a go 
while: But at laſt Foh# the Soldier and Biſcuit- Baber 
conſidering a- While, Come, fays he, leave rhe neſt of 
the Parly to me; he had not appent d yet, ſo he 
ſets che Joyner Richar to Work to cut Ibeme Poles 
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out of the Trees, and ſhape them as like Guns as 
he could, and in a little time he had five or fix fair 
Muskers, which at a Diſtance would not be known; 
and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is 
he cauſed them to wrap Cloths and Rags, ſuch as 
they had, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to pre- 
| ſerve the Locks of their Pieces from Ruſt, the reſt 
was diſcolour d with Clay or Mud, ſuch as they 
could get; and all this while the reſt of them ſat 
under the Trees by his Direction, in two or three 
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diſtance 
ELEGANT 
While this was doing, he advanc'd himſelf and two 
or three with him, and ſet up their Tent. in the Lane 
within ſight of the Barrier which the Town's Men 
had made, and ſet a Centinel juſt by it with tlie re- 
al Gun, the only one they had, an who walked to 
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo. as that 
the People of the Town might ſee them; alſo he 
ty'd the Horſe to a Gate in the Hedge juſt by, and 
got ſome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on 


the other fide of the Tent, fo that the People of the ; 
Town cou'd fee tle Fire and the Smoak, but cou d we 
not ſee what they were doing at it. Li; 
After the Country People had look'd upon them us. 
very earneſtly a great while, and by all that they ( 
could ſee, cou'd- not but ſuppoſe that they were a we 
great many in Company, they began to be uneaſie, i 
not for Far, GH away, but for ſtaying where keef 
they were; above all perceiving they had Hor- com 
ſes and Arms, for they had ſeen one Horſe and one 8 
Gun at the Tent, and they had ſeen others of them | 

walk about the Field on the inſide of the Hedge, M 
by the fide of the Lane with their Muskets, as they « I 
ook them to be, Shoulder d: I ſay, upon fuch a he fte 


Signt as this ou may be aſſured they were Alarm'd 
and terribly Frighted ; and it ſeems they went to a 
\ Juſtice of the Peace to know what they ſhould do; 
what the Juſtice advis'd them to I know =” 
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but wad Evening they calld from the n. | 


as above; to the Centinel at the Tent. 
Whit do ye want ? ſays John x 

unh, "what da ye intend to do? ſays the Conſtable: 
WL i 405 ſays John, Nhat wou d you have us t do? _ 
Conſt. Why « dont you be s, ? What — 155 25 
there for? e e ee 3s 
John. Why ds you top us on the King's 'H 
and pretend to refuſe us Leave to go on our Y 


Con. We are not bound to tell you our Reaſon, = 


though we did let you know, ir was becauſe of che 


Plague. 
J. We told you we were all ound, and free "Tf 


the Plague, which we were not bound to have fatis- 


” 


fied you of, and yer you pretend to op! us on the | 


Highway. 

Gf We ba have a Right to ſtop it up, and our own 
Safety obliges us to it; beſides this is not the King's 
Highway, tis a Way upon Sufferance ; you ſee here 
is a Gate, and if we do let People ow here, we make 
them pay Toll? 

John. We have a Right to ſeek our own Safety as 


well as you, and you may ſee we are flyin to our 


Lives, and tis very unchriſtian and unjuſt co top 


us. 


Conſt. You may go back kern whence you came: : 
we do not hinder you from that. 

John. No, it is a tronger Enemy Wack you that 
keeps us from doing that” or elſe we mould not ha 
come hither. 
Conſt. Wall, 0 nay 20 ary other way. then. ; 
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+ It ſeems Fobn was in the Tent, but heari g them call 
he ſteps out, and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder, talk'd 
to them as if he had een che Centinel plac'd — 
the Guard by ſome Officer that ms his Superior, EY 
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| John. ; No, no: I ſu poſe Qu ſee ve are able to 
fend you going, and prong out of your Pariſh, 
and come thro' your Town, when we will ; but ſince 
vou have ſtoꝑt us here, we are content; you ſee, we 


have encamp d here, and here we will live: we hope 


you will furniſh us with Victualss. | 
- Conſt. We furniſh you! What mean you by that 
Fobu. Why you would not have us Starve, would 
you? If you ſtop us here, you muſt keep us. 
Conſt. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance, 


Jobn. If you ſtint us, we ſhall make ourſelves the 


better Allowance. | 5 
Cunſt. Why you will not pretend to quarter upon 


% ... ²˙ » Go 
John. We have offer d no Violence to you yet, 
why do you ſeem to oblige us to it? I am an old 


Soldier, and cannot ſtarve, and if you think that we 


ſhall be obliged to go back for want of Proviſions, 
JOLUS RIA. ͤ v » 
Cunſt. Since you threaten us, we ſhall take Care 


to be ſtrong enough for you: I have Orders to raiſe 


the County upon you. 5 
John. It is you that threaten, not we: And ſince 
you are for Miſchief, you cannot blame us, if we 
do not give you time for it; we ſhall begin our March 
in a few Minutes. * | 3 
* Conſt, What is it you demand of uu? 
John, At firſt we defir'd nothing of you, but 
Leave to go thro' the Town; we ſhould have offer d 
no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had 
any Injury or Loſs by us. Weare not Thieves, but 
poor People in diſtreſs, and flying from the dreadful 


— 


*** 


This frighted the Conſtable and the People that were 


> * k 5 = 2 | 5 3 


Plague in, Laudan,y which devours thouſands every 
Week : We, wonder how you could be fo ome 


ful! 
Self-preſervation oblige . 
4 What! to ſhut up our Compuon in Ca 
of ſuch Diſtreſs as this? 
Conſt, Well, it you will Met the Fields on your 


Left - hand, and behind that part of the Fown, I 


Vill endeavour to have Gates open d for you. 
John. Qur Horſemen cannot * paſs with our Bag- 


gage that Way; it does not lead into the Road that 


we want to go; and why ſhould you force us out of 
the Road? belides, you have kept us here all Day 


without any Proviſions, but ſuch as we brought with 


us; I think you ought to ſend us ſome Proviſions for 
Caf. If you will go. anorher Way, we will bd 

Conſt. If you w 8 anot ay, We 

you ſome Proviſions. 

John Thas is the way: to have all the Towns in 
the County ſtop up the Ways againſt us. 
Count. I chey all furniſh n 
you be the worle, I fee you have Tents, you want 
no Lodging, 


Jobs, Well, mhat quaaciey of eee will by 


ſend us? 
Conſt. How many are you 


John. enough far all cur 


Company, we are in three Companies; if you will 
ſend us Bread for twenty Men, and about fix or ſe- 
ven Women for three Days, and ſhew us the Way 
over the Field you fpeak of, we deſire not to put 
your People into any fear for us, we wall go out of 
our 20 Rt tho e 
on K are. bay 
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People ſhall offer us no new Diſturbance” 


of Bread, and three or four large pieces of good 
Beef, and opened ſome Gates thro' which they 


Cut. And will you aſſure vs that your” other 


Jolm. No, no, you may depend on it. 
. Conſt. You muſt oblige your ſelf too that none of 
your People ſhall'come a ſtep nearer than where the 


Proviſions we ſend you ſhalt be ſet down. 


John. 1 anſwer for it we will not. © 
Accordingly they ſent to the Place twenty dae 


paſe'd, but none of them had Courage ſo much as to 
look out to ſee them go, and, as it was Evening, 
if they had looked they cod not have feen them 
ſo as to know how few they were. 

This was John the Soldier's Management. But 
this gave ſuch an Alarm to the County, that had 
they really been two or three Hundred, the whole 
County would have been rais'd upon them, and they 
wou'd ha' been ſent to Priſon, or f knock d 


| on the Head. 


They were won made ſenſible of this, for two 
Days afterwards they found ſeveralParties of Horſe- 
men and Footmen alſo about, in purſuit of three 


Companies of Men arm'd, as they ſaid, with Mus. 


kets, who were broke out from London, and had 
the Plague upon them; and that were not only 
ſpreading the Diſtemper among the People, but 
plundering the Country. .. 

As they ſaw now the Conſequence of their Caſe, 


_ © they ſoon ſee the Danger they were in, ſo they re. 


ſolv'd by the Advice alſo of the old Soldier, to di- 


vide re . er and rs eo * 


21 3 
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* Here he Cn Men, . Oe: 


Richard and his Peo ng wer the Lower Way on the fide of the 


Marſhes, and meet Ys dons tf Gone. 


| el had no . Richard, or any ſuch Company. 


| ales 
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rades with the Horſe, went away as if towards l- 
tham; the other in two Companies, but all a little 
aſunder, and went towards Epping. ' © 
The firſt Night they Encamp'd all in the Foreſt, 
and not far off of one another, but not ſetting up the 
Tent, leſt that ſhould diſcover them: On the other 
hand Richard went to work with his Axe and his Hat. 
chet, and cutting down Branches of Trees, he built 
three Tents or Hovels, in which they all Encamp'd 
with as much Convenience as they could expect. 
The Proviſions: thy had had at Walthamſtow ſerv'd 
them very plentiſully th's Night, and as for the 
next they left it to Providence ; they had far'd 
ſo well with the old Soldier's Conduct, that 
they now willingly made him their Leader; and 
the firſt of his Conduct appear'd to be very good: 
He told them that they were now at a pro- 
per Diſtance enough from London; that as they 
need not be immediately beholden to the Coun- 
ty for Relief, ſo they ought to be as careful the 
Country did not infect them, as that they did not 
infect the Country; that what little Money they 
had they muſt be as frugal of as they could; that 
as he would not have them think of offering the 
Country any Violence, ſo they muſt endeavour to 
make the Senſe of their Condition go as far with 
the Country as it could: They all referr'd them- 
ſelyes to his Direction; ſo they left their 3 Houſes 
ſtanding, and the next Day went away towards Ep- 
ping; the Captain alſo, for ſo they now called him, 
and his two Fellow Travellers laid aſide their De- 
lign of going to Waltham, and all went together. 
When they came near Epping they halted, choo- 
ſing out a proper Place in the open Foreſt, not ve- 
ry near the High-way, but not far out of it on the 
North- ſide, under a little cluſter of low Pollard. 
Trees; Here they pitched their little Camp, which 
conſiſted of three large Tents or Hutrs made of 
Poles, which their COT and fuch as m—_ 2 
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Aſſiſtants, cut down and fix'd in the Ground in 2 
Circle; binding all the ſmall Ends together at the 
Top, and thickning the ſides with Boughs of 
Trees and Buſhes, ſo that they were compleatly 
cloſe and warm. They had befides this, a little 
Tent where the Women lay by themfelves, and a 
Hott to put the Horſe in. 
It happened that the next day, or next but one was 
Market-day at Epping ; when Capt. John, and one of 
the other Men, went to Market, and bought fome 
Proviſions, that is to ſay Bread, and ſome Mutton 
and Beef; and two of the Women went ſeparately, 
as if they had not belong'd to the reſt, and bought 
more. John took the Horſe to bring it Home, and 
the Sack (which the Carpenter carry'd his Tools 
in) to put it in: The Carpenter went to Work 
and made them Benches and Stools to fit. on, ſuch 
as the Wood he cou'd get wou'd afford, and a kind 
of a Table to dine o. - 3 
They were taken no Notice of for two or three 
Days, but after that, abundance of People ran out 
of the Town to look at them, and all the Country 
was alarmed about them. The People at firſt ſeemd 
afraid to come near them, and on the other Hand 
they deſir'd the People to keep off, for there was a 
- Rumour that the Plague was at Waltham, and that it 
had been in Epping two or three Days. So John called 
out to them not to come to them, For, ſays he, ne it 
are all whole and ſound People here, and we would not 5 5 


have you bring the Plague among us, nor pretend ne tn e) 


— . ⁵⅛ ' © fle 

After this the Pariſh Officers came up to them WW. * 
and parly'd with them at a Diſtance, and deſir d to the 
know who they were, and by what Authority they « Citx 
pretended to fix their Stand at that Place? J 1 
anſwered very frankly, they were poor diſtreſſed Will ; Man 
People from London, who foreſeeing the Miſery they . vi oy 
ſhould be reduc'd to, if the Plague ſpread into the BY; * 
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ving no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to, had 


firſt taken up at Ilington, but the Plague being come ; 


into that Town, were fled further, and as they ſup- 


pos'd that the People of Epping might have refus d 
them coming into air Tow abey had pitch'd their 


Tents thus in: the open Field, and in the Foreſt, 


being willing to bear all the Hardſhips of ſuch 
a diſconſolate Lodging, rather than have any one 


thin or be afraid that they ſhould receive Injury 
JJ „ 
At firſt the Eyping People talk'd roughly to them, 


and told them they muſt remove; that this was no 


Place ſor them; and that they pretended to be 
Sound and Well, but that they might be infected 


with the Plague for ought they knew, and might 


infect the whole Country, and they cou'd not ſuffer 
them there. | 1 85 NY | 


John argu'd very calmly with them a great while, | 
and told them, That London was the Place by 


* which they, that is, the Townſmen of Epping and 
* all the Country round them, ſubſiſted ; to whom 
they ſold the produce of their Lands, and out of 
whom they made the Rent of their Farms; and 
to be fo cruel to the Inhabitants of London, or 


* to any of thoſe by whom they gain'd ſo much 


* was very hard, and they would be loth to have 


it remembered hereafter, and have it told how 
* barbarous, how unhoſpitable and how vnkind 
they were to the People of London, when they 


fled from the Face of the moſt terrible Enemy 
in the World; that it would be enough to make 
the Name of an Epping-Man hateful thro? all the 
City, and to have the Rabble Stone them in the 
very Streets, whenever they came ſo much as to 
Market; that they were not yet ſecure from being 
Viſited themſelves, and that as he heard, Waltham 


was already; that they would think it very hard 
x WM | that 


wy | 16 3 | 
| City, had fled ent in time for their Lives, and ha- 
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that when any of them fled for Fear before 
they were touch'd, they ſhould be deny'd the 
© Liberty of lying ſo much as in the open Fields. 
The Epping Men told them again, That they, in. 
| deed, ſaid they were ſound and free from the In- 
fection, but that they had no aſſurance of it; and 
that it was reported, that there had been a great 
Rabble of People at Malthamſtom, who made ſuch 
Pretences of being ſound, as they did, but that they 
threaten'd to plunder the Town, and force their 
Way whether the Pariſh Officers would or no; | 
That they were near 200 of them, and had Arms 
and Tents like Low-Country Soldiers; that they 
extorted Proviſions from the Town by threat. 
ning them with living upon them at free Quarter, | 
ſhewing their Arms, and talking in the Language 
of Soldiers; and that feveral of them being gone 
away towards Rumford and Brent - Mood, the Coun- 
try had been infected by them, and the Plague 
ſpread into both thoſe large Towns, ſo that the 
People durſt not go to Market there as uſual ; that 
it was very likely they were ſome of that Party, 
and if ſo, they deſerv'd to be ſent to the County 
Jail, and be ſecur'd till they had made Satisfaction 
for the Damage they had done, and for the Terror 
and Fright they had put the Country into. 
John anſwered, That what other People had done 
was nothing to them ; that he aſſured them they 
were all of one Company; that they had never 
been more in Number than they ſaw them at that 
time; (which by the way was very true) that the) * 
came out in two ſeperate Companies, but joynd WF h 
by the Way, their Caſes. being the ſame; that 4 
they were ready to give what Account of them. | 
ſelves any Body cou'd deſire of them, and to give this 
in their Names and Places of Abode, that ſo they 
might be call'd to an Account for any Diſorder 
that they might be guilty of; that the . 
e : mig 
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might ſee they were content to live hardly, and 


only deſir'd a little Room to breath in on the Fo- 
reſt where it was wholſome, for where it was not 
mp if they 


they cou'd not ſtay, and wou'd deca 
found it otherwiſe there.. 


But, ſaid the Townſmen, we have a great charge 
of Poor upon our Hands already, and we muſt take 


care not to encreaſe it; we ſuppoſe you can give us 


no Security againſt your being chargeable to our 
Pariſh and to the Inhabitaats, any more than you 


can of heing dangerous to us as to the Infection. 


Why look you, ſays John, as to being charge. 
© able to you, we hope we ſhall not; if you will re- 


© lieveus with Proviſions for our preſent Neceſſity, 

© we will be very thankful ; as we all liv'd without 
Charity when we were at Home, ſo we will o- 
* blige ourſelves fully to repay you, if God pleaſe 


to bring us back to our own_Families and Houſes 


* in Safety, and to reſtore Health to the People of 


© London. f 


As to our dying here, we aſſure you, if any of 
© us die, we that ſurvive, will bury them, and put 
you to no Expence, except it ſhould be that we 
© ſhould all die, and then indeed the laſt Man not 
* being able to bury himſelf, would put you to that 


_ * ſingle Expence, which I am perſwaded, ſays John, 
© he would leave enough behind him to pay you for 


© the Expence of. 
© On the other Hand, ſays John, if you will ſhut 
© up all Bowels of Compaſſion and not relieve us 


© at all, we ſhall not extort any thing by Violence, 


or ſteal from any one; but when what little we 
© have is ſpent, if we periſh for want, God's Will 
he 2 5 TY 
Foln wrought ſo upon the Townſmen by talking 
thus Aafioually and ſmoothly to them, that they 
went away; and tho' they did not give any conſent 
to their ſtaying there, Fer hey did not moleſt _ 
Ed” CES | 1 
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and the poor People continued there three or four 
Days longer without any Diſturbance. In this 
time they had got ſome remote Acquaintance with 
a Victualling-Houſe at the out- skirts of the Town, 
to whom they called at a Diſtance to bring ſome 
little Things that they wanted, and which they 
caus d to to be ſer down at a Diſtance, and always 
paid for very honeſtly. *"— © PPT AUR 
During this Time, the younger People of the 
Town came trequently pretty near them, wou'd 
ſtand and look at them, and ſometimes talk with 
them at ſome Space between; and particularly it was 
bbſerved, that the firſt Sabbath Day the poor People 
kepr retir'd, worſhip'd God together, and were heard 
to ſing Pſalms. FO „ 
Theſe Things and a quiet inoffenſive Behaviour, 
began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun- 
try, and People began to pity them and ſpeak very 
well of them; the Conſequence of which was, 
that upon the occaſion of a very wet rainy 
Night, a certain Gentleman who liv'd in the 
Neighbourhood, ſent them a little Cart with twelve 
Truſſes or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to 
lodge upon, as to cover and thatch their Huts, and 
to keep them dry: The Miniſter of a Pariſh not 
far off, not knowing of the other, ſent them alſo 
about two Buſheis of Wheat, and half a Buſhel of 
white Peas. „ VVV 
They were very thankful to- be- ſure for this Relief, 
and particularly the Straw was a very great Comfort 
to them; for tho' the ingenious Carpenter had made 
Frames for them to lie in like Troughs, and fill'd them 
ich Leaves of Trees, and ſuch Things as they could 
get, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out ro make 
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and 
unwholeſome till this Straw came, which was to 
them like Feather-beds, and, as John ſaid, more wel- 
come than Feather-beds wou'd ha” been at another 
time. we This 
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This Gentleman and the Miniſter having thus 
begun and given an Example of Charity to theſe 
Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they re- 
ceiv'd every Day ſome Benevolence or other from the 
People, but chiefly from the Gentlemen who dwelt. 
in the Country round about; ſome ſent them Chairs, 
Stools, Tables, and ſuch Houſhold Fhings as they 
gave Notice they wanted; ſome ſent them Blan- 
kets, Rugs and Coverlids ; ſome Earthen-ware; and 
ſome Kitchin-ware for ordering their Food. 971 
Encourag' d by this good Uſage, their Carpenter 
in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houſe 
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an upper 
Floor in which. they lodged warm, tor the Weather 
began to be damp and cold in the beginning of S- 
tember; But this Houſe being very well Tharch'd, 
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept out 
the Cold well enough: He made alſo an. earthen 
Wall, at one End, with a Chimney in it; and ano- 
ther of the Company, with a vaſt deal of Trouble 
and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to car- 
ry out the Smoak. EIS ee 
Here they liv'd very comfortably, tho” coarſely, 
till the beginning of September, when they had the 
bad News to hear, whether true or not, that the 
Plague, which was very hot at J/altham- Abby on 
one fide, and at Rumford and Bren-N bod on the 
other fide ; was alſo come to Epping, to Woodford, 
and to moſt of the Towns upon the Foreſt, and 
which, as they ſaid, was brought down among them 
chiefly by the Higlers and ſuch People as went to 


7 


and from London with Proviſions. 5 | 
If this was true, it was an evident Contradigion 
to that Report which was afterwards ſpread all over 
England, but which, as I have ſaid,I cannot confirm of 
my own Knowledge, namely, That the Market People 
carrying Proviſions to the City, never got the Infec- 
1 eee pra 
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tion or carry'd it back into the Country; both which 
I have been aſſured, has been falſe. '  __ 


It might be that they were preſery'd even beyond 
_ Expectation, though not to a Miracle, that abun- 
dance went and come, and were. not touch'd, 
and that was much for the Encouragement of the 


poor People of London, who had been compleatly 
miſerable, if the People that brought Proviſions 


to the Markets had not been many times wonder- 


fully preſerv'd, or at leaft more preſerv d than: cou'd 
be reaſonably expecte. Ee Bs 
But now theſe new Inmates began to be diſturb'd 
more effectually, for the Towns about them were re- 
ally infected, and they began to be afraid to truſt 
one another ſo much as to go abroad for ſuch things 


as they wanted, and this pinch'd them very hard; 


for now they had little or nothing but what the cha- 


ritable Gentlemen of the Country ſupply d them 


with: But for their Encouragement it happen d, that 


other Gentlemen in the Country who had not ſent em 


any thing before, began to hear of them and ſupply 


them, and one ſent them a large Pig, that is to ſay 


a Porker; another two Sheep; and another ſent 


them a Calf: In ſhort, they had Meat enough, and, 


ſometimes had Cheeſe and Milk, and all ſuch things; 
They were chiefly put to it for Bread, for when the 
Gentlemen ſent them Corn they had no where to 


| bake it, or to grind it: This made them eat the firſt 


two Buſhel of Wheat that was ſent them in parched 


Corn, as the 1ſraelites of old did without grinding or 


anni 8 

At laſt they found means to carry their Corn to a 
Windmill near H/oodford, where they had it ground; 
and afterwards the Biſcuit Baker made a Hearth fo 
hole and: dry that he cou'd bake Biſcuit Cakes 
tolerably. well; and thus they came into a Condition 


to ive without any aſfiſtance-or ſupplies from the 


Towns; and it was well they did, for the Country 


was ſoon after fully Infected, and about 120 1 
| al 


{aid to have died of the Diſtemper in the Villages 
near them, Which was a terrible thing to them. 
On this they call'd a new Council, and now the 
Towns had no need to be afraid they ſhould ſettle 
near them, but on the contrary ſeveral Families of 
the poorer ſort of the Inhabitants quitted their Hou- 
ſes, and built Hutts in the Foreſt after the ſame 
manner as they had dune : But it was obſerv d, that 
ſeveral of theſe poor, People that had. ſo remoy'd, 
had the Sickneſs even in their Hutts or Booths; the 
Reaſon of which was plain, namely, not becauſe they 
removed into the Air, but becauſe they did not re- 
move time enough, that is to ſay, not till by openly 
converſing with the other People their Neighbours, 
they had the Diſtemper upon them, or, (as may be. 
ſaid) among them,and ſocarry'd it about them whi- 
ther they went: Or, (2.) Becauſe they were not 
careful enough after they were ſafely removed out 
of the Towns, not to come in again and mingle with 
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the diſeaſed People. FOE 5 | 
But be it which of theſe it will, when our Tra- 


vellers began to perceive that the Plague was not . 


only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts 
on the Foreſt near them, they began then not only 
to be afraid, but to think of decamping and remo- 
ving ; for had they ſtay'd, they wou'd ha' been in 
manifeſt Danger of their Lives. 1 5 
It is not to be wondered that they were greatly 
| afflicted, as being obliged to quit the Place where 
they had been ſo. kindly receiv d, and where they 
had been treated with ſo much Humanity and Cha- 
rity; but Neceſſity, and the hazard of Life, which 
they came out ſo far to preſerve, prevail'd 'with © - 
them, and they ſaw no Remedy. John however 
thought of a Remedy for their preſent Misfortune, 
namely, that he would firſt acquaint that Gentleman 
who was their principal Benefactor, with the Diſtreſs 
they were in, and to crave his Aſſiſtance and Ad- 
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The good charitable Gentleman encourage them 
to quit the Place, for fear they ſhould be cut off 


from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di- a 
ſtemper; but whither they ſhould go, that he found 1 
very hard to direct them to. At laſt John ask d of d 
him, whether he (being a Juſtice of the Peace) would n 
give them Certificates of Health to other Juſtices b 
who they might come before, that ſo e fa tr 
be their Lot they might not be repulſed now they li 
had been alſo ſo long from London. This his Wor- E. 
ſhip immediately granted, and gave them proper the 
Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li- an 
berty to travel whither they pleaſed. n 1 by 
Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health, tur 
intimating, That they had reſided in a Village in tbe Co 
Countyof Eſſex ſo long, that being examined and ſcru- tak 
tiniz'd ſufficiently, and having been retir'd from all | 1 
Converſation for above 40 Days, without any appear- Wou 
ance of Sickneſs, they were therefore certainly conclu- the 
ded to be Sound Men, and might be ſafely entertain d were 
any where, having at laſt remov'd rather for fear of _ 
the Plague, which was come into ſuch a Town, ra- 17 
ther than for having any ſignal of Infection upon 10 
them, or upon any belonging to them, 1 
With this Certificate they remov'd, tho' with * 
great Reluctance; and John inclining not to go far ** 
from Home, they mou d towards the Marſhes on f ie 
the ſide of Wakhbam-: But here they found a Man, 15 a 
who it ſeems kept a Weer or Stop upon the River, em 
made to raiſe the Water for the Barges which go „ 
up and down the River, and he terrified them with 5 d 
diſmal Stories of the Sickneſs having been ſpread in- 8 


to all the Towns on the River, and near the River, i 
on the ſide of Middleſex and Herefordſhire ; that is to Pup 
ſay, into Waltham, Waltham-Croſs, Enfield and Mare, Cay d 


and all the Towns on the Road, that they were 2. e or 

| fraid to go that way; tho” it ſeems the Man impos d 
upon them, for that the thing was not really * 
| * | / OW- 
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However it terrified them, and they reſolved to 

move croſs the Foreſt towards Rumford and Brem 

1/004; but they heard that there were numbers of ß 
People fled out of London that way, who lay up and 
down in the Foreſt call'd Henalt Foreſt, reaching 
near Rumford, and who having no Subſiſtence or Ha- 
bitation, not only liv d oddly, and ſuffered great Ex- 
tremities in the Woods and Fields for want of Re- 
lief, but were ſaid to be made. ſo deſperate by thoſe 
Extremities, as that they offer d many Violences to 

the County, robb'd and plunder d, and kilf'd Cattle, 
and the like; that others building Hutts and Hovels 

by the Road-ſide Begg d, and that with an Impor- 
tunity next Door to demanding Relief; ſo that the 
County was very uneaſy, and had been oblig'd to 
take ſome of them up. ee e, Hs Tb 

This, in the firſt Place int imated to them, that they 
would be ſure to find the Charity and- Kindneſs of 
the County, which they had found here where they 
were before, hardned and ſhut up againſt them; and 
thar on the other Hand, they would be queſtion'd 
where-ever they came, and would be in Danger of 
Violence from others in like Caſes as themſelves. 

Upon all theſe Confiderations, John, their Cap- 
tain, in all their Names, went back to their good 
Friend and Benefa&or, who had reliev'd them be- 
fore, and laying their Caſe truly before him, hum- 
bly ask'd his Advice; and he as kindly adviſed - 
them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not, 
to remove but a little further out of the Road, 
and directed them to a proper Place for them; 
and as they really wanted ſome Houſe rather than 
Huts to ſhelter them at that time of the Year, it 
growing on towards Michaelmas, they found: an old 
decay d Houſe, which had been formerly ſome Cor= 
tage or little Habitation, but was ſo out of repair 
as ſcarce habitable, and by the conſent of a Farmer 

Fox e eee 1 
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to whoſe Farm it belong'd, they got leave to make 
whart-uſe of it they hk Thr Toon Hi 
The ingenious Joyner and all the reſt by his Di- 
rections, went to work with it, and in a very few 
Days made it capable to ſhelter them all in caſe of 
bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chim- 
ney, and an old Oven, tho both lying in Ruins, 
yet they made them both fit for Uſe, and raiſing 
Additions, Sheds, and Leantoo's on every fide, they 
ſoon made the Houſe capable to hold them all. 
They chiefly wanted Boards to make Window- 
ſhutters, Floors, Doors, and ſeveral other Things; 
but as the Gentlemen above favour'd them, and the 
Country. was by that Means made eaſy with them, 
and above all, that they were known to be all ſound. 
and in good health, every Body help'd them with | 
what they could ſpare. „ 
Here they encamp'd for good and all, and reſolv d 
to remove no more; they ſaw plainly how terribly 
' alarm'd that County was every where, at any Body 
that came from London; and that they ſhould have 
no admittance any where but with the utmoſt Dit- 
ficulty, at leaſt no friendly Reception and Aſſ- 
ſtance as they had receiv'd here... |. -: | 
| Now altho' they receiv'd great Aſſiſtance and En- 
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from 
the People round about them, yet they were put to 
great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in 
October and November, and they had not been us d to ſo 
much hardſhip; ſo that they got Colds in their Limbs 
and Diſtempers, but never had the Infection: And 
thus about December they came home to the City 
again. e e ee 
1 give this Story thus at large, principally to give 
an Account what became of the great Numbers of 
People which immediately appear'd in the City 
as ſoon as the Sickneſs abated : For, as I have aid, 
great Numbers of thoſe that were able and had 
„%%% ork Retreats 
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' Retreats in the Country, fled to thoſe Retreats; 
So when it was encreaſed to fuch a frightful Extre- 
mity as T have related, the midling People who had 
not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country where 
they cou'd get ſhelter, as well thoſe that had Mon 
to relieve themſelves; as thoſe that had not. Thoſe 
that had Mony always fled fartheſt, becauſe they 
were able to ſubſiſt themſelves; but thoſe who were 
empty, ſuffer'd, as I have ſaid, great Hardſhips, and 
were often driven by Neceſſity to relieve their Wants 
at the Expence of the Country : By that Means the 
Country was made very unealie at them, and ſome- 
times took them up, tho” even then they ſcarce knew 
what ro do with them, and were always very back- 


ward to puniſh: them, but often too they forced 


them from Place to Place, till they were oblig'd ta 
come back again to London. 2 os 
I have, ſince my knowing this Story of Jobn and 
his Brother, enquir'd and found, that there were a 
great many of the poor r . as above, 
fled into the Country every way, and ſome of them 


got little Sheds, and Barns, and Out-houſes to 


live in, Where they cou'd obtain ſo much Kind- 
neſs of the Country, and eſpecially where they had 
any the leaſt ſatisfactory Account to give of them- 
ſelves, and particularly that they did not come out of 
London too late. But others, and that in great Num- 
bers, built themſelves little Hutts and Retreats in the 
Fields and Woods, and liv'd like Hermits in Holes 
and Caves, or any Place they cou'd find; and where, 
we may be ſure, they ſuffer d great Extremities, 
{uch that many of them were oblig'd ro come back 
again whatever the Danger was; and ſo thoſe little 
Huts were often found empty, and the Country 
People ſuppos d the Inhabitants lay Dead in them of 
the Plague, and would not go near them for fear, no 
not in a great while; nor is it unlikely but that ſome of 
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the unhappy Wanderers might die ſo all alone, eren 


ſometimes for want of Help, as particularly in one 
Tent or Hutt, was found a Man dead, and 
Gate of a Field juſt by, was cut with his Knife in 


uneven Letters, the following Words, by Which it 


may be ſuppos d the other Maneſcap'd, or that one 


dying firſt, the other bury d him as well as he could; | 


„ DalsBexi 5 
We BoTH ShaLL DyB, 


J have given an Account already of what I found to 
ha been the Caſe down the River among the Sea; farin 
Men, how the Ships lay in the Offing, as tis call] 
in Rows or Lines a-ſtern of one another, quite 

down from the Pool as far as I could ſee, I have been 
told, that they lay in the ſame manner quite down 
the River as low as Graveſend, and ſome tar beyond, 
even every where, or in every Place where they 
cou'd ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather; 


* 


Nor did J ever hear that the Plague reach d to any | 


of the People on board thoſe Ships, except ſuch 
as lay up in the Pool, or as high as Depeford Reach, 


 altho' the People went frequently on Shoar to the 


Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houſes, 


or their Supply. = 
Likewiſe I found that the Watermen on the Ri- 


ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them- 


ſelves away up the River as far as they cou'd go; 
and that they had, many of them, their whole Fa- 
milies in their Boats, cover'd with Tilts and Bales, 
as they call them, and furniſh'd with Straw within 
for their Lodging ; and that- they lay thus all along 
by the Shoar in the Marſhes, ſome of them ſetting 
up little Tents with their Sails, and ſo lying under 
them on Shoar in the Day, and going into "oo 

| | | t 


on the 


to buy freſh Proviſions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the 
like 
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Boats at Night; and in this manner, as I have 
heard, the River · ſides were lin d with Boats and 
People as long as they had any thing to ſubſiſt on, 
or cou'd get any ching of the Country; and indeed 
the Country People, as well Gentlemen as others, 
on theſe and all other Occaſions, were very forward 
to relieve them, bur ey were by no means willin 
to receive them into their Towns and Houſes, — 
for that we cannot blame them. „ 
There was one unhappy Citizen, within my 
Knowledge, who had been Viſited in a dreadful 
manner, ſo that his Wiſe and all his Children were 
Dead, and himſelf and two Servants only left, wita 
an elderly Woman a near Relation, who had nurs'd 
thoſe that were dead as well as ſhe could: Thisdi(- 
conſolate Man goes to a Village near the Town, 
tho not within the Bills of Mortality, and finding 
an empty Houſe there, enquires out the Owner, 
and took the Houſe: After a few Days he got a Carr 
and loaded it with Goods, and carries them down. 
to the Houſe ; the People of the Village oppos'd his 
driving the Cart along, but with ſome Arguings, 
and ſome Force, the Men that drove the Cart along, 
got through the Street up to the Door of the Houſe, 
there the Conſtable reſiſted him again, and would 
not let them be brought in. The Man caus'd the 
Goods to be unloaden and lay d at the Door, ard 
ſent the Cart away; upon which they carry d the 
Man before a Juſtice of Peace; that 1s to ſay, they 
commanded him to go, which he did. The Juſtice 
order d him to caufe the Cart to fetch away the 
Goods again, which he-refuſed to do; upon Which 
the Juſtice order d the Conſtable to purſue the Car- 
ters and fetch them back, and make them re-load 
the Goods and carry them away, or to ſet them in 
the Stocks till they came for farther Orders; and if 
they could not find them, nor the Man would not 
conſent to take them away, they ſhould cauſe them 
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| abe drawn with Hooks from the Houſe- Door and 
on this fetch'd the Goods again, but with grievous 


But there was no Remedy; Self- preſervation oblig d 
the People to thoſe Severities, which they wou d not 


relieve them. But as every Town were indeed 


a- broad in their Extremities, were often 1ll-uſed and 


believe twenty) Miles of the City, but what was 
more or leſs Infected, and had ſome died among 
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burnt in the Street. The poor diſtreſs'd/Man up- 
Cries and Lamentations at the hardſhip of his Caſe. 


otherwiſe have been concern'd in: Whether this 
r Man liv'd or dy'd I cannot tell, but it was re- 


ported that he had the Plague upon him at that | 
time; and perhaps the People might report that to l 
juſtify their Uſage of him; but it was not unlikely, 
that either he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous, . 
when his whole Family had been dead of the Di- f 
ſtemper ſo little a while beforſeſe. * 
I kno' that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja- ec 
cent to London, were much blamed for Cruelty tothe Pe 
oor People that ran from the Contagion in their Ir 


iſtreſs ; and many very ſevere things were done, as 
maybe ſeen from what has been ſaid; but I cannot but 
ſay alſo that where there was room for Charity and 
Aſſiſtance to the People, without apparent Danger 
to themſelves, they were willing enough to wy 2 
udg- 


es in their own Caſe, ſo the poor People who ran 


driven back again into the Town; and' this cauſed 
infinite Exclamations and Out-cries againſt the 
Country Towns, and made the Clamour very popu- 
And yet more or leſs, maugre all their Caution, 
there was not a Town of any Note within ten (or [ 


them. I have heard the Accounts of ſeyeral ; ſuch as 
they were reckon'd up as follows. Rl 
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There have been great Debates among our Phy- 
ſicians, as to the Reaſon of this; ſome will have ir 
to be in the Nature of the Diſeaſe, and that it impreſ- 
ſes every. one that is ſeized upon by it, with a kind of 
a Rage, and a hatred againſt their own Kind, as if 
there was a_malignity, rot only in the Diſtemper to 
communicate it ſelf, but in the very Nature of Man, 
prompting him with evil Will, or an evil Eye, that ar 
the 2 in the Caſe of a mad Dog, who tho' the gent 


leſt Creature before of any of his Kind, yet then will 


fly upon and bite any one that comes next him 
and thoſe as ſoon as any, who had been molt obſery'd 
Others plac'd it to the Account of the Corup- 
tion of humane Nature, which cannot bear to ſee 
itſelf more miſerable than others of its own Specie, 
and has a Kind of in voluntary Wiſh, that all Men 
were as unhappy, or in as bad a Condition as itſelf, 
Others ſay, it was only a kind of Deſperation, 
not knowing or regarding what they did, and con- 
{quently unconcern'd at the Danger or Safery, not 
only of any Body near them, but even of themſelves - 


of 
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alſo: And indeed when Men ate bnce dom to 4 
Condition do abandon themſelves,” and be uncon- 
| Cern'd for the Satety, or at the Danger dfthernſetves, 
it cannot be ſo much wondered chat they Thovld be 
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careleſs of the Safety of other Peq ple. 
But I chooſe to give this grave Debate à quite 
different turn, and anſwer it or reſolve it 1 by | 
ſaying, That I do not grant the Fut. Or the con- 
trary, I ſay, that ihe Thing is not really fo, but 
that it was a genera] Complaint rais d by the Peo-—- 
ple inhabiting the out-lying Villages * the Ci- 
tixens, to jultify, or at leaſt excuſe thoſe Hardſhips 
and Severities ſo much talk'd of, and in which Com- 
plaints, both Sides may be faid to have ipjur d one 
another; that is to ſay, the Citizens preſſing to be 
received and harbour'd in time of Diſtreſs, and with 
the Plague upon them, complain cf rhe Cruelty and. 
Injuſtice of the Country Peeople, in being refuſed En- 
trance, and forc d back again with their Gods and Fa- 
milies ; and the Inhabitants finding themſelves fo im- 
| poſed upon, and the Citizens breaking in as it were 
upon. them, whether they would or no, complain, 
that when they were infected, they were not only | 
regardleſs of others, but even willing to infe& them; 
neither of which were really true, thar is to ſay, in * 


the Colours they were deſcrib'd in. ta 
It is true, there is ſomething to be ſaid for the fre- 87 
quent Alarms which were given to the Country, of th 
the reſolution of the People in London to come out by W 
Force, not only for Relief, but to Plunder and Rob, 6 
that they ran about the Streets with the Di- af 
ſtemper upon them without any control ; and that * 
no Cave was taken to ſhut up Houſes, and confite the 
the ſick People from infecting others; whereas, to "ou 
do the Londoners Juſtice, they never practiſed ſuch y 


things, except in ſuch particular Caſes as I have men- 
tion'd above, and ſuch- like. On the other Handeve- 
ry thing was managed with ſo much Care; and ſuch 
entcellent Order was obſer vd in rhe W 3 
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men; and by the Juſtices of the Peace, Churchwar® - 
dens, &tc. in the out-Parts ; that London may be a Pat- 
tern to all the Cities in the World for the good Govern- 
ment and the excellent Order that was every where 
kept, even in the time of the moſt violent Infection; 
and when the People were in the utmoſt Conſterna- 
tion and Diſtreſs. But of this I ſhall ſpeak by itſelf. 
One thing, it is to be obſerv'd, was owing prin- 
cipally to the Prudence of the Magiſtrates, and ought 
to be mention d to their Honour, (viz.) The Mo- 
deration which they uſed in the great and difficult 
Work of ſhutting up of Houſes: It is true, as I have 
mentioned, that the ſhutting up of Houſes Was a 
great Subject of Diſcontent, and I may ſay indeed 
the only Subject ot Diſcontent among the People at 
that time; for the confining the Sound in the ſame 
Houſe with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and 
the Complaints of People ſo confin'd were very grie- - 
vous; they were heard into the very Streets, and 
they were ſometimes ſuch that called for Reſem- 
„ ment, tho” oftner for Compaſſion ; they had no way 
V to converſe with any of their Friends but out at their 
; WH Windows, where they wou'd make ſuch piteous La- 
1 mentations, as often mov'd the Hearts of thoſe they 
talk'd with, and of ethers who paſſing by heard cheir 
4 Story; and as thoſe Complaints oftentimes reproach d 
ot the Severity, and ſometimes the Inſolenoe of the 
U Watchmen plac'd at their Doors, thoſe Watchmen 
D, wou'd anſwer ſaucily enough; and perhaps be apt to 
ia ttront the People ho were in theStreet talking to the 
at ſaid Famil ies; for which, or for their ill Treatment of 
he the Families, I think ſeven or eight of them in ſe- 
to veral Places were kill'd ; Tknow not whether I ſhou d 
ch ſay murthered or not, becauſe I cannot enter irto 
the particular Caſes. It is true, the Watchmen were 
were plac'd by a lawful Authority; and killing any 
c thce, 
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is always in the Language ofthe Law call'd Murther. 
But as they were not authoriz d by the Magiſtrate's 
Inſtructions, or by the Power they acted under, to 
be injurious or abuſive, either to the People who 
were under their Obſervation, or to any that con- 
cern'd themſelves for them; ſo when they did ſo, they 
might be ſaid to act themſelves. not their Office; 
to act as private Perſons, not as Perſons employ d; 
and conſequently if they brought Miſchief upon 
themſelves by ſuch an undue Behaviour, that Miſ- 
chief was upon their own Heads; and indeed they 
had ſo much the hearty Curſes of the People, whether 
they deſerv'4 it or not, that whatever befel'them no 
body pitied them, and every Body was apt to ſay, 
they deſerv d it, whatever it was; nor do I remem- 
ber that any Body was ever puniſh'd, at leaſt to any 
conſiderable Degree, for whatever was done to the 
Watchmen that guarded their Houſes. | 
What variety of Stratagems were uſed to eſcape 
and get out of- Houſes thus ſhut up, by which the 
Watchmen were deceived or overpower d, and that 
the People got away, I have taken notice of alrea- 
dy, and ſhall ſay no more to that: But I ſay the Ma- 
giſtrates did moderate and eaſe Families upon many 
Occaſions in this Caſe, and particularly in that of ta- 
king away, or ſuffering to be remov'd the ſick Perſons 
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out of ſuch Houſes, x hen they were willing to be re- 8 
mov d either to a Peſt-Houſe, or other Places, and A 
ſometimes giving the well Perſons in the Family ſo | 
[Bl ſhut up, leave ro remove upon Information given b. 
0 that they were well, and that they would conſine them by 
1 ſelves in ſuch Houſes where they went, ſo long as 0 
MM ſhould be requir'd of them. The Concern alſo of rhe dr 
11 Magiſtrates for the ſupplying ſuch poor Families as th 
1 were infected; Iſay, ſupplying them with Neceſſa- in 
th ries,. as well Phyſick as Food, was very great, and in | 
. which they did not content themſelves with giving fog 
| the neceſſary Orders to the Officers appointed, but thi 
mY the Aldermen in Perſon, and on e eee 
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rid to ſuch Houſes, and caus d the People to be ask'd 
at their Windows, whether they were duly attend- 
ed, or not? Alſo, whether they wanted any thing 


that was neceſſary, and if the Officers had conſtant- 


ly carry d their Meſſages, and fetch'd them ſuch things 
as they wanted, or not? And if they anſwered in the 
Affirmative, all was well; but if they complain'd, 
that they were ill ſupply'd, and that the Officer did 
not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they 


( the Officers) were generally remov d, and others 


plac'd in their ſtead. 


It is rrue, ſuch Complaint might be: unjuſt; and 


if the Officer had ſuch Arguments to uſe as would 
convince the Magiſtrate, that he was right, and that the 
People had injur d him, he was continued, and they 


reproved. But this part could not well bear a par- 


ticular Inquiry, for the Parties could very ill be 
brought face to face, and a Complaint could not be 


well heard and anſwer'd in the Street, from the Win- 
dows, as was the Caſe then; the Magiſtrates there- 


fore generally choſe to favour the People, and remore 


the Man, as what ſeem'd to be the leaſt Wrong, and of 


the leaſt ill Conſequence; ſeeing, it the Watchman was 
_ murd'yet they could readily make him amends by 
giving him another Poſt of the like Nature; but if 


the Family was injur'd, there was no Satisfaction 


could be made to them, the Damage perhaps being 
irreparable, as it concern'd their Live. 
A great variety of theſe Caſes frequently happen'd 

between the Watchmen and the poor People ſhut up, 


beſides thoſe I formerly mention'd about eſcaping ; 
ſometimes the Watchmen. were abſent, ſometimes 


drunk, ſometimes aſleep when the People wanted 
them, and ſuch never fail'd to be puniſh'd ſeverely, as 


indeed they deſerv'd. © 


ut after all that was or could be done in theſe Ca- 
ſes, the ſhutting up of Houſes, ſo as to conſine thoſe. 
that were well, with thoſe that were ſick, had very - 


great Inconveniences in it, and ſome that were very 
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tragical, and which merited to have been eonfider'd 
if there had been room for it; but it was authoriz'd 


by. a Law, it had the publick Good in view, as the 
End chiefly aim d at, and all the-private Injuries that 
were done by the putting it in Execution, muſt be 


put to the account of the publick Benefit. 


It is doubtful to this day, whether in the | 


whole it contributed any thing to the ſtop of the 
Inſection, and indeed, I cannot yr it did; for no- 


thing could run with greater Fury and Rage than 
the Infection did when it was in its chief Violence; 


thoꝰ the Houſes infected were ſhut up as exactly, and 


as effectually as it was poſſible. Certain it is, that if 
all the infected Perſons were effectually ſhut in, no 


ſound Perſon could have been infected by them, be- 


cauſe they could not have come near them. But the 
Caſe was this, and I ſhall only touch it here, name 


ly 7 that the Infection Was propagated 3 and 
by ſuch Perſons as were not viſibly inſected, who nei 


ther knew who they ee or — were in- 


fected by. 


A Houſe in White-Chapel w was ſhut up for the — - 


of one lnfetted Maid, who had only Spots, not the 


Tokens come out upon her, and recover d; yet theſe 


People obtain d no Liberty to ſtir, neither for Air or 
Exerciſe forty Days; want of Breath, Fear, Anger, 
Vexation, and all the other Griefs attending ſuch an 
injurious Treatment, caſt the Miſtreſs of the Fami- 

into a Fever, and Viſitors came into the Houſe, 


ly 
arid ſaid jt was the Plague, tho the Phyſicians declar'd 
it was not; however the Family were obligꝰ d to be- 


in their Quarantine anew, on the Report of the Vi- 
or or Examiner, tho' their former Quarantine 
wanted but a few Days of being finiſh'd. This op- 
preſs'd them ſo with Anger and Grief, and, as before, 
ſtraiten d them alſo ſo much as ro Room, and for 


want of Breathing and free Air, that moſt of the Fa- 


fell ſick, one 22 one Diſtemper, one of another, 


till 


* 


ſome or other / of thoſe that came in ich the V 
to infpe& the Parſons that were ill, in hopes 
leaſing them, brought rhe Diftemper with them, and 
_ infe&ed the whole Houſa, and all or moſt of them 
died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before, 
but of the Plague that thofe People broughe them, who 
ſhould ha*been careful to have protected them from it; 
and this was a thing which frequently happen d. and 
was indeed one of the worſt Conſequences of hurting 
I had about t 


litors 


poſe me to any Diſaſter; and this was being appointed 
by the Alderman of. Port ſaben Ward, ont of 2 
miners of the Houſes in the Precint Where I liv d 
we had a large Pariſh, and had no leſs than eighteen 
Examiners, as the Order call'd us, the People cal}d 


us Viſitors.” I endeavour'd with all my might to be 
ployment. and uſed many Ar- 


excus d from ſuch an Em 
guments with the Alderman's Deputy to be excus d; 


particularly I alledged, that I was againſt ſhutting 


up Heuſes ar all, and that it would be very hard to 


oblige me, to be an Iuſtrument in chat which was a- 
gainſt my Judgment, and which I did verily believe 


would not anſwer the End it was intended ſor, but all 
the Abarement I could get was only, that whereas 
the Officer was appointed bymy Lord Mayor to con- 


tinue two Months, I ſhould be obliged to hold it but 
three Weeks, on Condition, nevertheleſs that I could 


then get ſome other ſufficient Houſe-leeper to ſerve 
the reſt of the Pime for me, which was, in ſhort, but 


2 very ſmall Favour, it being very difficult to get any 


Man to accept of ſuch an Employment, that was fit 


I is true that ſhutring up of Houſes had one Ef- 
ect, which Jam ſenſible was of Moment, namely, 


itconfin'd the diſtamper d People, who: would other: 


N 4 | _ wiſe 
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is time a little Hardſhip put upen 
me, which I was at firſt greatly afflicted at, and very 
much difturb'd about; tho? as it prow d, it did not ex- 


134 Wiebe oft 


wiſe have been both very troubleſome and very dan- | 
_ in their running about Streets with the Di- 
Ee 


mper upon them, which when they were dilirious, 


they — have done in a moſt fright 
as indeed they began to do at firſt very much, till 


they were thus reſtrain d; nay, ſo very open they were, 
that the Poor would go about and beg at peoples 
Doors, and ſay they had the Plague — tru an! 
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing 


_ dilirious Nature happen'd to think of. 

A poor uuhappy Gentlewoman, a ſubſtantial Ci 
— 8 : Wike was (if the Story be true) murther'd 
by one of theſe Creatures in A/derſgate-ſtreet, or that 


Way: He was going along the Street, raving mad to i 


be ſure, and ſinging, the People only ſaid, he was 


drunk; but he himſelf ſaid, he had the Plague upon 


him, which, it ſeems, was true; and meeting this 


Gentlewoman, he would kiſs her; ſhe was terribly 


frighted as he. was only a rude Fellow, and ſherun 
from him, but the Street being very thin of People, 
there was no body near enou mo help her: When ſhe 
ſce ho would overtake her, d, and gave him 
a Thruſt ſo forcibly, he being bur weak, and puſh'd 
him down backward: But very unhappily, ſhe. being 
ſo near, he caught hold of her, and pull'd her down 
alſo; and getting up firſt, maſter'd her, and kiſs d 
her; and which was worſt of all, when bs had done, 
told her he had the Plague, and why ſhould not ſhe 
have it as well as he. She was frighted enough be- 
fore, being alſo young with Child; but when ſhe 
heard him ſay, he had the Plague, ſhe ſcream'd out 


and fell down in a Swoon, or in a Fit, which tho 


ſhe recover d a little, yet kill'd her in a very few 
_ and I never heard whether ſhe had the Plague 


7 wy of a Citizens Houſe, where they knew him very 


well; the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma- 


For of the Houſe was l he ran up, and c 


\ 
ma III 1 3 and | 


e infected Perſon came, and knock d at = 


e 
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into the Room to them as the whole Family was at 


upper: They began to riſe up a little ſurpriz d, 
not kw ing what the Matt er was, but he h 


them ſir ill, he only, came to take his leave of them. 


. 


They ask d him, Why Mr. where are you gor 
ing ; Going ſays he, I have got the Sickneſs, and 
ſhall die to \morrow Night. Tis eaſie to believe, 
though not to deſcribe the Conſternation they were 
all in, the Women and the Man's Daughters which 
were but little Girls, were frighted almoſt to Death, 
and got up, one running out at one Door, and one 
at another, ſome, down-Stairs and ſome. up- Stairs, 
and getting together as well as they could, lock d 
themſelves into their Chambers, and ſcreamed out 
at the Window for Help, as if they had been frighted 
out of their Wits: The Maſter more compos d than 
they, tho both frighted and provok d, was going 
to lay Hands on him, and thro him down Stairs, 
being in a Paſſion, but then conſidering a little the 
C the Man and the Danger of touching 
him, Horror ſeiz d his Mind, and he ſtood ſtill like 
one aſtoniſhed. - The poor diſtemper'd Man all this 

while, being as well diſeas'd in his Brain as in his 
Body, ſtood ſtill like one amaz'd ; at length he turns 
round, Ay { ſays he, with all the ſeeming calmneſs 
imaginable, 1s it ſo with you all ! Are you all diſturb'd 
at me? why then I'll een go home and die there. And. 
ſo he goes immediately down Stairs: The Servant 
that had let him in goes down after him with a Can- 
dle, but was afraid to go paſt him and open the 
Door, ſo he ſtood on the Stairs to ſee what he wou'd 
do; the Man went and open'd the Door, and went 
out and flung the Door after him: It was ſome 
while before the Family recover'd the Fright, but 
as no ill Conſequence attended, they have had occa- 
lion ſince to ſpeak. of it (you may be ſure) with 

great Satisfaction. Tho' the Man was gone it was 

ſome time, nay. as I heard, ſome Days before they re- 
orer themſelves of the Hurry they were in, nor 
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runce, till they had burnt à great variety of Pümes 
many Smoaks of Pitch, of Gunpowder, and of Sul- 
- phur,all ſeparately ſhifted ;'and waſhed their Clothes, 
and the like: As to the poor Manwhether he 
dy'd I doit remember. - ett "03 
It is moſt certain, that if by the 
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lt is molt certain, that if by the Shutting up of 
Fouſes the fick had not been confin'd, "multitudes 
who in the height of their Fever were Dilirious and 
Diſtracted, wou'd ha? been continually running up 
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very 
great number did fo, and offer d all forts of Violence 
to thofe they met, even juſt as a mad Dog runs on 
and bites at every one he meets; nor can I doubt but 
that ſhou'd one of thoſe infected diſeaſed Creatures 
have bitten any Man or Woman, 'while the Frenzy 
of the Diſtemper was upon them, they, I mean the 
| Perſon fo wounded, wou'd as certainly ha* been in- 
curably infected, as one that was fick before and had 
% upon him, TR TT 5 CRT 2) 
heard of one infeded Creature, who running out 
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguiſh and agony of 
his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got 
his Shoes on and went to put on his Coar, but the 
Nurſe reſiſting and ſnatching the Coat from him, he 
threw her down, run over her, run down Stairs 
and into the Street dire&iy to the Thames in his 
Shirt, the Nurſe running after him, and calling to 
the Watch to ſtop him; but the Watchmen fright- 
ed at the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go 
on; upen which he ran down to the Still- yard Stairs 
threw away his Shirt, and plung d into the Thame, 
and, being a good ſwimmer, fwam quite over the 
River; and the Tide being coming in, as they call 
it, that is running Weſt-ward, he reached the Land 


11 


not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where land- 
ing, and finding no People there, it being in the Night, 
he ran about the Streets here, Naked as he was, oe 
* | 550 
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2 good While, whenit being by that time High- water, 
yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to his own 
Houſe, knocking at the Door, went up the Stairs, 
and into his Bed again; and that this terrible Expe- 
riment eur d him of the Plague, that is to fay, that 
the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs firetch'd 
the Parts where the Swellings he had upon im were, 
that is do ſay under his Arms and his Groin, and 
cauſed them to ripen and break; and that the cold 
of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood. 
I have only. to add, that I do not zelate this any 
more than ſome of the other, as a Fact within my 
own Knowledge, ſo as that-I can. vouch the Fruth of 
| them, and eſpecially that of the Man being cur'd by 
the extravagant Adventure, which I confeſs I da not 
think very poſſible, but it may ſerve to confirm the 
many deſperate Things which the diſtrefs d People 
falling into, Diliriums, and what we call Lightheadz-.. 
edneſs, were frequently run upon at that time, and 
how infinitely more ſuch there weu d ha? been, if 
ſuch People had not been conſin d by the ſhuzring up 
ol Houſes 5 and this F take to be the. beſt, if u:t the 
A a thing which was perform d by that ſevere 


cn... Ent 3 ef COR 5 48 r 
On the other Hand, the Complaints and the Mur- 
murings were very bitter againſt the thing itſelf. 
It would pierce the Hearts of all that came by 
o hear the piteous Cries of thoſe inſected People, who 
„being thus out of their Underſtandings by the Vio- 
lence of their Pain, or the heat of their Blood, were 
either ſhut in, or perhaps ty d in their Beds and Chairs, 
to prevent their doing themſelves Hurt, and Woo 
wou d make a dreadful outery at their being conſin d, 
and at their being not permitted to die at large, as 
they call d it, and as they wouꝭd ha? done before. 
This running of diſtemper d People about the 
Streets was very diſmal, and the Magiflrates did 
their utmoſt to prevent it, but as it was generally in 


the 


* 
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the Night and alwaysſudden, when ſuch attempts were 
made, the Officers cou'd not be at hand to prevent it, l 
and even when any got out in the Day, the Officers i 
appointed did not care to meddle with them, becauſe, \ 
as they were all grievouſly infected to zeſure when they t 
were come to that BOS, ſo they were more than \ 
ordinarily infectious, and it was one of the moſt dan- v 
gerous Things that cou'd be to touch them; on the 0 
other Hand, they generally ran, on not knowing what | 
they did, till they dropp'd down ſtark Dead, or till n 
they had exhauſted their Sptrits ſo, as that they wou'd in 
fall and then die in perhaps half an Hour or an Hour, K 
and which was moſt piteous to hear, they were ſure cu 
to come to themſelves intirely in that half Hour or lie 
Hour, and then to make moſt grievous and piercing Pe 
Cries and Lamentations in the deep afflicting Senſe . 72 
of the Condition they were in. This was much of it ſhi 
before the Order for ſhutting up otHouſes was ſtriqt- WW or 
ly put in Execution, for at firſt the Watchmen were in 
not ſo vigorous and ſevere, as they were after- it b 


ward in the keeping the People in; that is to ſay, be- the 


fore they were, I mean ſome of them, ſeverely pu- WI mi; 
niſn'd for their Neglect, failing in their Duty, and my 
letting People who were under their Care ſlip away, ſely 
or connniving at their going abroad whether ſick or all x 
well. But after they ſaw the Officers appointed to four 
examine into their Conduct, were reſoly d to have not 
them do their Duty, or be puniſh'd for the omiſſion, One 
they were more exact, and the People were {trictly to I 
reſtrain'd ; which was a thing they took ſo ill, and ſelf, 
bore ſo impariently, that their Diſcontents can hard- Nur 
ly be deſcrib'd : Bet there was an abſolute Neceſtity Wl upon 
Alt, that mult be conſeſs d, unleſs ſome other Mea- It 
ſures had been timely enter'd upon, and it was too and! 
thre for hats / RR Rb” time, 
Had not this particular of the Sick's been reſtrain d iſ hape 
as above, been our Caſe at that time, London wou d had b 
ha? been the moſt dreadful Place that ever was in WW and e 
the World, there wou'd for ought I kno” have 25 Wenc 

| N | many : 
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_wuePLAGUE 189 
many People dy'd in the Streets as dy'd in their 
Houſes; for when the Diſtmper was at its height, 
it generally made them Raving and Dilirious, and 
when they were ſo, they wou'd never be perſwaded 
to keep in their Beds but by Force; 'and many 
who were not ty d, threw themſelves out of Windows, 
when they found they cou'd not get leave to go out 
of heiß On RT CNT 7 RCA 

It was for want of People converſing one with a- 
nother, in this time of Calamity, ' that it vas 
| impoſſible any particular Perſon cou'd come at the 
Knowledge of all the extraordinary Caſes that cc = 
curr'd in different Families; and particularly I be- 
lieve it was never known to this Day how mary- 
people in their Piliriums drowned themſelves in the 
Tbames, and in the River which runs from the Mar- 
ſhes by Hackney, which we generally call'd V are River, 
or Hackney River; as to thoſe which were ſer down 
in the Weekly Bill, they were indeed few; nor cou'd 
it be known of any. of thoſe, whether they drowned 
themſelves by Accident or not: But I believe, 1 
might reckon up more, who, within the compaſs of 
my Knowledge or Obſervation, really drowned them- 
elves in that Year, than are put down in the Bill of 
all put together, for many of the Bodies were never 
found, who, yet were known to be ſo loſt; and the like 
in other Methods of Self- Deſtruction. There was alſo 
One Man in or about Hhitecroſs-ſtreet, burnt himſelf 
to Death in his Bed; ſome ſaid it was done by him- 
{elf, others that it was by the Treachery of the 
Nurſe that attended him; but that he had the Plague 
upon him was agreed by all. 
It was a merciful Diſpoſition of Providence alſo, 
and which I have many times thought of at that 
time, that no Fires, or no conſiderable ones at leaſt, 
happen d in the City, during that Year, which, if it 
had been otherwiſe, would have been very dreadful; 
and either the People muſt have let them alone un- 
quenched, or haye came together in great 9 
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and Throngs, unconcern'd at the Danger of the In- 
fection, not concerned at the Houſes they went into, | 
At the Goods they handled, or at the Perſonsor the 
| People they came among: But ſo it was that ex- 
cepting that in Cripplegate Pariſh, and two or three 
little Eruptions of Fires, which were preſently ex- 
pen d in the whole Tear. They told us a Story of | 
a Houſe in a Place call d San-Aley, paſſing from 
Goſt well ſtreet near the End of Olaſtreet into St. John- 
ſtreet, that a Family was infected there, info terri- | 
ble a Manner that every one of the Houſe died; the 
laſt Perſon lay dead on the Floor, and as it is ſuppoſed, 
had laid her felt all along to die juſt before the Fire ; 
the Fire, it ſeems ha fallen from its Place, being of 
Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joiſts 
they lay on, and burnt as far as juſt ro the Body, but 
had not taken hold of the dead Body, tho' ſhe had lit- 
tle more than her Shift on, and had gone out of itſelf, 
not hurting the Reſt of the Houſe, tho” ic was a | 
ſlight Timber Houſe. How true this might be, I | 
do not determine, but the City being to ſuſter {e- | 
verely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very 
htle of marLalamiky.. io 5 12 
Indeed conſidering the Deliriums, which the Ago- 
ny threw People into, and how I have meaci 


tion'd in 
their one Gs, 2 they were 2 they did ma- 
ny deſperate Things; it was very 1 there were 
= 8 Diſaſters of that bad. | "2" Fs 
It has been frequently ask d me, and I cannot ſay, 
that I ever knew how to give a direct Anſwer to it, 
How it came to paſs that fo many infected People 
appear d abroad in the Streets, at the ſame time that 
the Houſes which were infected were ſo vigilantly 
ſearched, and all of them ſhut up and guarded as they 


Were. 


FCFF* EA 
unleſs it be this, that in ſo great and populous a Cui 


as this is, it was impoſſible to diſcover n 
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chat was infected as ſoon as it was fo, or to ſhut up 
all the Houſes that were infected 25 ſo that People | 
had the Liberty of going about the Streets, even 
hefe they picaled, unleſs they were known to be- 


It is true, xhat as ſeveral Phyſicians told my Lord 
Mayor, the F ury of the Contagion was ſuch at ſome 
particular I imes and People ficken'd- fo faſt, and 
died ſo ſoon, that it was impoſſible and indeed to no 
purpoſe to go about to euquire who was ſick and who 
was well, or to ſnhut them up with ſuch Exactneſs, 
as the thing required; almoſt ervery Houſe in a whole 
Street being intected, and in many Places every Per- 
ſon in ſome of the Hbuſes; and that which Was ſtill 
worſe, by the time that the Houſes were known to 
be infected, moſt of the Pertons infected would be 
ſtone dead, and the reſt run away for Fear of be- 
ing ſnut up; fo that it was to very ſmall Purpoſe, to 
call them infected Houſes and ſhut them up; the 
Infection having ravaged, and taken its Leave of the 
Houſe, before it was really known, that the Family 


This might be ſufficient to convince any reaſon- 


Magiſtrates, or of any humane Methods or Policy, 
to prevent the ſpreading the Infection; ſo that this 
way of ſhutting up of Houſes was perfectly inſuſſi- 
cient for that End. Indeed it ſeemed to have no man- 
ner of publick Good in it, equal or proportionable 
to the grievous Burthen that it was to the particular 
— ep ſo 2 and as far as I was 
employed by the publick in directing that Severity, 
I oma een occaſion to ſee, that it was aa 
pable of anſwering the End. For Example as I 
was deſired as a Viſitor or Examiner to enquire 
into the Particulars of ſeveral Families which were 
infected, we ſcarce came to any. Houſe where 
the Plague had viſibly appear d in the Family, but 
chat {ome of the Family were * the 
| 4 | 1 : agl- 
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Magiſtrates would reſent this, and charge the Exa- 
miners with being remiſs in theit Examipation or 
Inſpection: But by that means Houſes were long in- 
| fected before it was known. Now, as I Was in this 

ä dangerous Office but half the appointed time, Which 2 
W 1: was rwo Months, it was long enough to inform 2 
| | myſelf, that we were no- way, capable of coming at 
the Knowledge of the true ſtate of any Family, but 
| 


by enquiring at the Door, or of the Neighbours ; as 
3 tor going into every Houſe to ſearch, that was a part, 
no Authority wou d offer to impoſe on the Inhabi- 
tants, or any Citizen wou'd undertake, for it wou d 
nua been expoſing us to certain Infection and Death, 
3 and to the | wa our own. Families as well as of 
HE ourſelves, nor vou d any Citizen of Probity, and 


ul that cou'd be depended upon, have ſtaid in the Town, 
i, they had been made liable to ſuch a Severity. 
3 Seeing then that we cou'd come at the certainty | 
of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the 
1 Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we cou d 
3 not juſtly depend, it was not poſſible, but that the 
incertainty of this Matter wou d remain as above. 
8 It is true, Maſters of Families were bound by the 
[ Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place 
F wherein he liv'd, within two Hours after he ſhou d 
| - diſcover it, of any Perſon being ſick in his Houle, 
| that is ro ſay, having Signs of the Infection, but they 
| i SL found ſo many ways to. evade this, and excuſe their 
1 Negligence, that they ſeldom gave that Notice, till 
b they had taken Meaſures to have every one Eſcape out 
ET of the Houſe, who had a mind to Eſcape, whether 
[ they were Sick or Sound; and while this was fo, it 
is eaſie to ſee, that the ſhutting up of Houſes was 
no way to be depended upon, as a ſufficient Method 
for putting a ſtop to the Infection, becauſe, as I have 
ſaid-elſewhere, many of thoſe: that ſo went out of 
. thoſe. infected Houſes, had the Plague really upon longer ag 
them, tho they might really think themſelves Sound: 
And ſome of theſe were the People that w Ho 
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in they fell don Dead, not that they were 


Bullet that kill'd with, the Stroke, but that they 
_ only, that, as it prey d ſecretly. on the Vitals, it ap- 


Fe Fainting, or an ApopleQick Fit. 


for a time, that thoſe People that ſo died in the 
Streets, were ſeiz'd but that Moment they fell, as if 


examining the Bodies © 
they always either had Tokens upon them, or other 


evident Proofs of the Diſtemper having been 2 | 


upon them, than they had otherwiſe expected 
This often was the Reaſon that, as I have faid; 
| we, that were Examiners, were not able to come at 
the Knowledge of the Infection being enter d into 
a Houſe, till it was too late to ſhut it up; and ſome- 
times not till the People that were left, wete all Dead; 


In Petticoat-Lane two Houſes together were infected, 


and ſeveral People ſick; but the Diſtemper was ſo 


well conceal'd, the Examiner, who was my. Neigh- 


bour, got no Knowledge of it, till Notice was ſent 
him that the People were all Dead, and that the 
Carts ſhould call age to fetch them away. 1 
two Heads of the ilies concerted, their Meaft ures, 
and ſo order d cheir M tters, as that when the Ex- 
aminer was in the enen they appeared 
generally one at a time, and anſwered, wt 1s, 6 ed 
lor one another, or 0 e of the Neighbourh 

to ſay they were all in, ich, and perhaps knew n 
beter, e PR t impoſſible to keep x any 
ooger as a et, the gad -CLarts Were c 

de Night, the * G. and * dene 


* f 


{ud pea fruck With the | Diſtemper, as with 4 
really had the Takgfion 3 in their Blood long before, | 


pear d not till it ſeiz'd rhe Heart with 4 mortal Po] 7 
N the Patient died in a Moment, as with a ſud- 


I know. that ſomezeven of our Phylicians,thought; | 


they had been touch'd:by a Stroke from Heaven, as 

Men are kill'd by a flaſh of Lightning; but they found 

Reaſon to alter their Opinion afterward ; for upon 
Fluch after they were Dead, 


— VET.) 


who acknowled | 
that the Houſes had been intected nine or ten 


well, or whether fick or well could not be known. 


nave Mercy upon us; and fo deluded the Exam | 


by Order of the other Examiner, for there were two 


again, and out of it, as he pleas d notwithſtanding it 
out, and then he, with the ſound part of his Servants 
mut up at all. 


ple would think the ſhutting up of their Houſes n0 
Grievance, and be ſo willing to have it done, 4 


the Magiſtrates o Ng infectec 
was known by themſelves: But as that can not be 


expected from them, and the Examiners can nl 


ſes, will be defeated, and few Houſes will be ſhut i 


bo time, exeepe thoſe of the Poor, who cannot 
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8 
3 


publick: But when the Examiner order u the Con- 
ſtable to ſhut up the Houſes, there was no Body left 
in them but three People, two in one Houſe, and one 
in the other juſt Wige and a Nurſe in each Houſe, 

dg'd that they had buried five before, 


Days, and that for all the reſt of the two Families, 
which were many, they were gone, ſome ſick, ſome | 


In like manner, at another Houſe in the ſame 
Lane, a Man having his Family infe&ed, but very 
unwilling to be ſhut up, when he could conceal it 
no longer, ſhut up himſelf ; that is to ſay, he ſet the 
great red Croſs upon his Door with the words Lonp 


ner,who ſuppos'd it had been done by the Conſtable, 


Examiners to every Diſtri& or Precinct; by this 
means he had free egreſs and regreſs into his Houſe 


Was infected ʒ till at length his Stratagem was found 
and Family, made off and eſcaped ; ſo they were not 


Theſe things made it very hard, if not impoſſible, 
as I have ſaid, to prevent the ſpreading of an Infec 
tion by the ſhutting up of Houſes, unleſs the Pc 


that they wou'd give Notice duly and faithfully t 
Etbeir bein infected, as ſoon as! 


be ſuppoſed; as above, to go into their Houſes t 
viſit and and ſearch, all the good of ſnutting up H- 
dbj 


# 3 10 - 1 —_— : — 5 
W ; 


ceal it, and 


with great Violence at our end of the Town. 
| ſpeaking my Opinion among my Neighbours, as to 


Plain, while they were intheir Senſes, and while they 
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I got myſelf diſcharg d of the dangerous Office 1 
was in, as ſoon as I cou d get another admitted, who 
I had obtain d for a little Mony to accept of it; and 
ſo, inſtead of ſerving the two Months, which was di- 
rected, I was not above three Weeks in it; and a 
great while too, conſidering it was in the Month of 
Auguſt, at which time the Diſtemper began to rage 


In the execution of this Office, I cou'd not refrain 


this ſnutting up the People in their Houſes; in which 
we ſaw molt evidently the Severities that were uſed 
tho grievcus in themſelves, had alſo this particular Ob- 
jection againſt them, namely, that they did not an- 
ſwer the End, as I have ſaid, but that the diſtemper d 
People went Day by Day abour the Streets; and it - 
was our united Opinion, that a Method to have re- 
moved the Sound from the Sick in Caſe of a parti- 
cular Houſe being viſited, wou'd ha been much 
more reaſonable on many Accounts, leaving no Body 
with the fick Perſons, but ſuch as ſhou'd on ſuch 
Occaſion requeſt to ſtay and declare themſelves cou - 
tent to be ſhut up with the mn. 
Our Scheme for removing thoſe that were Sound 
from thoſe that were Sick, was only in ſuch Houſes 
as were infected, and confining the ſick was no Con- 
finement; thoſe that cou'd not ſtir, wou'd not com- 


had the Power of judging: Indeed, when they came 
to be Dilirious and Light- headed, then they wou d 
cry out of the Cruelty of being confin d; but for the 
removal of thoſe that were well, we thought it high- 
ly reaſonable and juſt, for their own ſakes, they 
ſhou d be remov d from the Sick, and that, for other 
People's Safety, they 11 9 keep retir d fox a While, 
DUB 2857 ee ene een 25 03 20” 
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to ſee that they were ſound, and might not infe& 
others; and we thought twenty or thirty Daysenough 
No certainly, if Houſes had been provided on 
purpoſe for thoſe that were ſound to perform this de- 
© my Quarantine in, they wou'd have much leſs Rea- 
| ſon to think themſelves injur d in ſuch a reſtraint, 
khan in being confin d with infected People, in the 
Houſes where they liv'd. uWuͥ l 
It is here, however, to be obſery'd, that after the 
Funerals became ſo many, that People could not 
Toll the Bell, Mourn, or Weep, or wear Black for 
one another, as they did befcre; no, nor ſo much as 
make Coffins for thoſe that died; ſo after a while the 
fury of the Infection appeared to be ſo encreaſed, 
that in ſhort, they ſhut up no Houſes at all; it ſeem d 
enough that all the Remedies of that Kind had been 
uſed till they were found fruitleſs, and that the 
Plague ſpread itſelf with an irreſiſtible Fury, fo that, 
as the Fire the ſucceeding Year, ſpread itſelf and 
burnt. with ſuch Violence, that the Citizens in 
Deſpair, gave over their. Endeavours to extinguiſh 
it, ſo in the Plague, it came at laſt to ſuch Violence 
that the People ſat ſtill looking at one another, and 1 
[ | ſeem'dquite abandon'd to Deſpair ; whole Streets 
Ih ſieem'd to be deſolated, and not to be ſhut up only, 
{8 but to be empried of their Inhabitants; Doors were j: 
it left open, Windows ſtood ſhattering with the Wind in "on 
j | empty Houſes, for want of People to ſhut them: In 
if | a Word, People began to give up themſelves to their Fave 
| Fears, and to think that all regulations and'Methods Im 
| . - were in vain, and that there was nothing to be ho- 


ped for, but an univerſal Deſolation; and it was e- upon 
| ven in the heigbt of this general Deſpair, that it WW thing 
| pleaſed God to ſtay his Hand, and to flacken th: bob 
| | e ſuch a manner as was e⸗ No 
| veg ſurprizinglike its beginning, and demonſirar f fe. 
| Ait dd be his own particular Hand, and that above, $0 


m0 


bot without the Ageney of Means, a as 1 ſhall take 
Notice of in its proper Place. 0 


But I muſt ſtill ſpeak of the Plague as in wits lien, 


1 ging even to Deſolation, and the People under 


ths moſt dreadful Conſternation, even, as Ihave ſaid, 


to Deſpair. It is hardly credible to what Exceſſes 
the Paſſions of Men carry d them in this Extremity 
of the Diſtemper; and this Part, 1 think, was as 
moving as the reſt; What cou'd affect a Man in his 


full Power of Reflection; and what could make 
deeper Impreſſions on the Soul, than to ſee a Man 
almoſt Naked and got out of his Houſe, or perhaps 


out of his Bed into the Street, come out of Harrow- 
Alley, a populous Conjunction or Collection of Al- 


leys, Courts, and Paiſages, in the Burcher-row 
in Whitechappel? I ſay, What could be more Af- 


feing, than to ſee this poor Man come out into the 


reet, run Dancing and Singing, and — | 


1 antick Geſtures, with five or fix Women 

and Children running after him, crying, and calling 
upon him, for the Lord's ſake to come back, and en- 
treating the help of others to bring him back, but 


1b PN AGUE, | „ 


all in vain, no Body daring to lay a Hand upon him, _ 


| or to come near him. 


This was a moſt grievous a and afflicting thing to 


me, who ſee it all from my own Windows ; for all 


this while, the poor afſticted Man, was, as I obſerv'd 


it, even then in the utmoſt Agony of Pain, havin 


as they ſaid, two Swellings upon him, which 'cou'd 


not be brought to break, or to ſuppurate; but by 
laying ſtrong Cauſticks on them, the Surgeons had, it 
ſeems, hopes to break them, whichCauſticks were then 
upon him, burning his Fleſh as with a hot Iron: I 
cannot ſay what became of this poor Man, but I 


think he continu*d roving about in that manner till 


he fell down and Died. 


No wender tho Afpatt of the Civy itſelf was feighte- 


ful the uſual concourſe of * in the — 5 5 
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and which uſed to be ky 2am from our end of the 
Town, was abated ; the Exchange was not kept ſhut 
indeed, but it was no more frequented ;-the Fires 
were loſt ; they had been almoſt extinguiſhed for 
ſome Days by a very ſmart and haſty Rain: But 
that was not all, ſome of the Phyſicians inſiſted that 
they were not only no Benefit, but injurious to the 
Health of People: This they made a loud Clamour 
about, and complain d to the Lord Mayor about it: 
On the other Hand, others of the ſame Faculty, 
and Eminent too, oppos d them, and gave their 
Reaſons why the Fires were and muſt be uſeful to 
aſſwage the Violence of the Diſtemper. I cannot 
give a full Account of their Arguments on both 
Sides, only this I remember, that they cavil'd very 
much with one another; ſome were tor. Fires, but 
that they muſt be made of Wood and not Coal, 
and of particular ſorts of Wood too, ſuch as Fir in 
particular, or Cedar, becauſe of the ſtrong effluvia 
of Turpentine; Others were for Coal and not Wood, 
becauſe of the Sulphur and Bitumen; and others 
were for neither one or other. 78 the Whole, 
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and eſpe- 
cially on this Account, namely, that the Plague was ſo 
fierce that they ſaw evidently it defied all Means and 
rather ſeemed to encreaſe than decreaſe upon any 
application to check and abate it; and yet this 
Amazement of the Magiſtrates, proceeded rather 
from want of being able to apply any Means ſuc- 
ceſsfully, than from any unwillingneſs either to ex- 
poſe themſelves, or undertake the Care and Weight 
of Buſineſs; for, to do them Juſtice, they neither 
: ſpared their Pains or their Perſons ; but nothing 
anſwer d, the Infetion rag d, and the People were 
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But lat me obſerve her 
ple abandon d themſelves to Deſpair, I do not mean 
to what Men call a religious Deſpair, or a Deſpair 
of their eternal State, but I mean a Deſpair of their 
being able to eſcape the Infection, or to out- live the 
Plague, which aw ſaw was fo raging and ſo irre- 

ſiſtible in its — that indeed few People 1 1 
vere touch d with it in its height about Auguſt, and 
September, eſcap d: And, which is very particular, con- 
trary to its ordinary Operation in June and fas, 4 
and the beginning of Auguſt, when, as I have ob- 
ſerv d many were infected, and continued ſo many 
Days, and then went off, aſter having had the Poi- 
* in their Blood a long time; but now on the con- 

ary, moſt of the People who were taken during 
5 two laſt Weeks in Auguſt, and in the three. 
firſt Weeks in September, generally died in two 
or three Days at fartheſt, and many the very 
ſame Day they were taken; Whether the Dog-days, 
or as our Aſtrologers ended to expreſs. them- 
ſelves, the Inſſuence of the Dog · Star had that ma- 
lignant Effect; or all thoſs who. had: the ſeeds. of 
Infection before: in them, brought it up to a ma- 
turity at that time altogether I know n — but this, 
was the time when it was reporte „ that above 
_ People died in one Night; and they that 
ou d have us believe they more critically obſery'd. _ 
i, pretend to ſay, that — all died within — fi | 
of two. Hours, (viz.) roma en the Hours of Ons | 
and three in the Morning. 

As to the Suddenneſs of People 's dyingar chis dime 
more than before, there were . Inſtances 
of it, and I could name ſeveral in my Neigbbouſ- 
hood z one Family without the Barts, and not fer 


being Ten in Family, char Eren 4 
one Apprentice were taken ill, and dy U che next Mabe | 
ang, when R | 
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were touch d, where one dy d che ſume Evening, 
and the other two on Wedneſday: In a Word. 
Saturday at Noon the Maſter; Miſtreſs, wurChil- 
| dren and four Servants were all gone, and the Houſe | 
left entirely empty, except an ancient Woman. who in 
came in to take Charge of the Goods for the Maſter h 
of the Family's Brother, who! liv'd-: not far off, and 
who had morbeon fioky oi 25 nt hin Piouey wy. 
Many Houſes were chen left late allthe Peo- 
ple being carry'd'away dead, and eſpecially in an 
Alley Farther, on che ame Side beyond the Barrs, 
going in at the Sign of Moſer and Aarum; there were 
eyeral Houſes together, which (they ſaid) Jhadnot one 
Perſon left alive in them, and ſomè that 247 4 laſt in 
ſeveral of thoſe Houſes, were left a little toò long be · 
fore they were fete d out to be bury' d; the Reaſon 
of which was not as ſome have written very untruly, 
chi the living were nor ſufficient ro bury the dead; 
but that the Mortality was ſo great in the Yard or 
Alley, that there was no Body left to give Notice to 
the Buriers or Sextons, that there were any dead Bo- 
dies there to be bury d. It was ſaid, how true Eknow 
not, that ſome of 'thoſe Bodies were ſo: muchcorrup- 
ted, and ſo rotten, that it was with Difficulty they 
Were carry'd ; and as the Carts: 'could not come any 
_ nearerthan to the Alley-Gate in the high Street, it 
"as to ions the more difficult to bring them along; 
9 11 am not certain how many Bodies were then 
ſeft, Jam ſure that ordinarily it was not ſo !:! 
5 As Thave mention'd how the People were brought | 
lnto a Condition to deſpair of Life and aAbandon 
themſelves, fo this very Phing had à ſtrange Effect 
among us for three or four Weeks, that is, it made 
| them bold and venturous, they were no more ſnꝶ of 
on another, of reſtrained within Doors, but went 
here and every where, and began to conHerſe; 
or would ſay ro another, I do not ask you hom you 


are, Br fa ew nn 3 


F ²˙ . own "ia next 


ſo be 10 Matter who is fiek or who is ſound, il 


they xun deſperately into any Place or any Company. 8. 


As it brought the People into publick Company, 
into the Churches, they inquir d no more into who 
they ſat near to, or far from, what offenſive Smells they 
met with; or what condition the People ſeemed to be 
in, but looking upon themſelves all as ſo many dead 
Corpſes, they came to the Churches without the leaſt 


Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives 


which they came about there: Indeed; the Zeal 
which they-ſhew'd in Coming, and the Earneſtneſs 
and Affection they ſhew'd in their Attention to what 
they heard, made it manifeſt what a Value People 


would all put upon the Worſhip of God, if they 
thought every Day they attended at the Church 


that it would be their Laſt. | 


Nor was it without other ſtrange Effects, for it 


took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a+ 


bout the Perſon who they found in the Pulpic when 


they came to the Churches It cannot be doubted, 
but that many of the Miniſters of the Pariſn · Chur 
ches were cut off among others in ſo common and 
ſo dreadful a Calamity; aud others had not Courage 
enough to ſtand it, but removed into the Country 


as they found Means. for Eſcape, as then ſome Pa- 
riſh-Churches were quite vacant and forſaken, the 
People made no Scruple of deſiriag ſuch Diflenters = 


as had been a few Years before depriv'd of their Li. 
vings, by: Virtue of the Act of Parliament calFg, 
The Act of Uniformity to preach in the Churches, nor 
did the Church Miniſters in that Caſe make any 
Difficulty of accepting their Aſſiſtance, ſo that ma- 


ny of thoſe who they called ſilenced Miniſters, bad 
a Mourhs.open'd on. this Occaſion, and preach'd © 


pub | . P | | | 
Publickly to the People. 
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Here we may W and on it will tot be 
amiſs to take notice of it) that a near View of Death 
would ſoon reconcile Men of good Principles 

one to another, and that it is chiefly owing to our 
eaſy Sci tuation in Life, and our putting theſe Things 
far from us; that our Breaches are ed, ill 
Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity: nd 
of Chriſtian Union ſo much kept and ſo far car- 
ry'd on among us, as it is: Another Plague Year 
would reconcile all thefe Differences, à eloſe con- 
verſing with Death, or with Diſeaſes that threaten 
Death, would ſcum off the Gall from our Tem- 
pers, remove the Animoſities among us, and 
bring us to ſee with differing! Eyes, than- thoſe 
which we look'd on Things with. before; 28 
the People who had been "uſed to join with- the 
Church, were reconciFd-at this Time, with the 
admitting the Diſſenters to preach” to them: 
So the Diſſenters, who with an uncommon Preju- 
dice, had broken off from the Communion of the 
Church of England, were now content to.come to 
their Pariſh-Churches, and to conform to the Wor- 
ſhip which they did not approve of before; but as 
the Terror of the Infection abated, thoſe Things 
all returned again to their leſs deſirable Channel, 
and to the Courſe they were in before. | 
I mention this but hiſtorically, 1 bave mind 
to enter into Arguments to move either, or both 
Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with 2. 
nother ; I do not ſee thar'it is probable ſuch a Diſ- 
courſe would be either ſuitable or ſucceſsful ; the 
Breaches ſeem rather to widen, and tend to a vi- 
dening farther, than to cloſing, and who am [ that 
I ſhould think myſelf able to influence either _ 
Side or other? But this I may repeat again, 
tis evident Death will reconcile. us all on Aut 
ther Side the Grave we. ſhall be all Brethren again i 
In Heaven, — I hope we may com ahead all 
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parties and Perſwaſions, we ſhall find neither Pre- 
judice or Seruple ; there we ſhall be of one Principle 
and of one Opinion, why we cannot be content to 
go Hand in Hand to the Place where we ſhall join 
Heart and Hand without the leaſt Heſitation, and 
with the moſt compleat Harmony and Affection; I 
fay, why we cannot do ſo here I can ſay nothing to, 
neither ſhall I ay any thing more of it, but that it 
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remains to-be-lamented.:. . 

I could dwell a great while upon the Calamities 
of this dreadful time, and go on to deſcribe the 
Objects that appear'd among us every Day, the 
dreadful Extravagancies which the Diſtraction of 
ſick People drove them into; haw. the Streets be- 
gan now to be fuller of frightful Objects, end Fa- 
milies to be made even a Terror to themſelves : 
But after I have told you, as I have above, that 
One Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no 
other Way to deliver himſelf, ſet the Bed on fire 
with his Candle, which unhappily ſtood within his 
reach, and Burnt himſelf ia his Bed. And how 
another, by the inſufferable Torment he bore, 
daunced and ſung naked in the Streets, not know- 
ing one Extaſie from another, I ſay, after | have 
mention'd theſe Things, W hat can be added more ? 
What can be ſaid to repreſent the Miſery of theſe 
Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him 
a more 7 5 Idea of a complicated Diſtreſs ?_ 

| muſt acknowledge that this time was Terri- 
ble, that] was ſometimes at the End of all my Re- 
lolutions, and that I had not the Courage that I had 
at the Beginning. As the Extremity brought other 
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except, 
having made my Voyage down to Blackwall and 
Greenwich, as I have related, which was an Excur- 
ſion, I kept afterwards very much within Doors, 
- 9 5 for about a — 1 flv Love — 
arcady, that 1 repented ſeveral times that T had 
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with my Brother, and his Family, — Wis nay 


- within Doors à good while, before my Impaticice 
led me Abroad, than they eall'd me, as I have faid, 


hight of the Diſtemper laſted; T rorit's 
tinued cloſe. ten or twelve Days more. During 


there were : Scarfe a Day or Night paſs' d over, but 
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of that Harrot- Alley, which was a Place full of poor 
to Employments depending upon the Butchery. 
burſt out of that Alley, moſt of them Women, 
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almoſt all the dead Part of the Night the dead 
Cart ſtood at the End of that Alley, for if it went 


dead Bodys, and as the Church-Yard was but 
make at their, bringing the dead Bodies of | their 
Children and Friends out, to the Catt, and by ti 


for a ſmill City liveing in thoſe Places: Seren 
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late for that now ; and after Thad retreated and ſtay d 


to an ugly and dangerous Office, which brought 
me out again; but as that was 


expir'd, While the 
i ag) b and cot- 


which many diſmal Spectacles tepreſented them- 
ſelves in my View, —_ my own Windows, and 
in our own Street, as that perticularly from Far- 
row-Alley, of the poor outrageous Creature which ſo 
danced and ſung in his Agony, and many others 2 


ſome diſmal Thing or other happened at the End 
People, moſt of them belonging to the Butchers, or 
Sometimes Heaps and 'Fhrongs of People would 


making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or Compound 
ed of Skreetches, Ctyings and Calling one another, 
that we could not conceive what to make of it; 


in it could not well turn gait, and could go in 
but a little Way. There, I ay, it ſtood to receiv: 
little Way off, if ic WEnk BY'vY full it would foor 
be back again: Ir is impoſſible ro deſctibe the mol: 
horrible Cries and Noiſe the. poor People wol 


Number one would have thought, there had bert 
none left behind, or that there were People enouf 


times they cryed Murther, ſometitnes Fire; bt 


+» * 


teen tis, 
it was eße to perceive it 'was all Diſtraction, and 
the Complaints of Piſtreſs d and diſtemper d Peo- 
f believe it was every where thus at that time, ſor 
the Plague rag'd for fix or ſeven Weeks beyond all 
that I have expreſs'd ; and came even to ſuch a 
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break 
into that excellent Order, of which I have ſpoken 
ſo much, in behalf of the Magiſtrates, namely, 
that no dead Bodies were ſeen in the Streets or 
Burials in the Day-time, for there was a Neceſſity, - 
in this Extremety, to bear with its being otkerwiſe, 
for a_little while. | . 


One thing 1 cannot omit here, and indeed 1 
thought it was extraordinary, at leaſt, it ſeemed a 
remarkable Hand of Divine Juſtice, (viz ) That 
all the Predictors, Aſtrologers, Fortune“ tellers, 
and what they call'd cunning-Men, Conjurers, and 
the like; calculators of Nativities, and dreamers 
of Dreams, and ſuch People, were gone and va- 
niſh'd, not one of them was to be found: I am, 
verily, perſwaded that a great Number of them fell 
in the heat of the Calamity, having ventured to 
ſtay upon the Proſpect of getting great Eſtates; 
and indeed their Gain was but too great for a time 
through the Madneſs and Folly of the People; but 
now they were ſilent, many of them went to their 
long Home, trot able to foretel their own Fate, or 
to calculate their own Nativities; ſome have been 
critical enough to ſay, oy « Bt one of them dy d; 
dare not affirm that; but this I muſt own, that 
| never heard of one of them that ever appear d 
after the Calamity was oer. 
But te return to my particular Obſervations, 
during this qreadful part of the Viſrtation © I am 
now come, as J have ſaid, to the Month of Sep- 
zember, which was the moſt dreadful of jrs kind, f 
believe, that ever Lindon ſaw ; for by all the Ac. 
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i __ eounts which I have ſeen of the preceding Viſita. | 1 
tions which have been in London, nothing has been 1 
like it; the Number in the Weekly Bill amount. T 
ing to almoſt 40,000 from the 22d of Auguſt, to 1 
the 26th. of September, being but five Weeks, the WM » 
particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz,) 0 
From Auguſt the 22d to the 29th 7496 t 
To the 7th of September —— — 8252 Ce 
To the 12th — — — 7690 5 
Io the 1b — — 8297 w 
To the 26h?! — 6460 * 
1 —  - 2 jos 
This was a prodigious Number of itſelf, but ic WM th 
I ſhould-add the Reaſons which 1 have to believe ſo1 
that this Account was deficient, and how deficient Ba 
it was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be- thi 
lieve that there died above tenThouſand a Week for ot] 
all thoſe Weeks, one Week with another, and a the 
proportion for ſeveral Weeks both before and af. the 
ter: The Confuſion among the People, efpecially 12 
within the City at that time, was inexpreſſible; the to 
Terror was ſo great at laſt, that the Courage of the ney 
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began alſo 
to fail them; nay, ſeveral of them died altho? they two 
had the Diſtemper before, and were recover'd; Sub 
and ſome of them drop'd down when they have BW =: 
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitfide, and WW and 
juſt ready to throw them in; and this Confuſion wor 
wies greater in the City, becauſe they had - flat- 2. 
ter'd themſelves with Hopes of eſcaping: And and 
thought the bitterneſs of Death was vaſt 2. One ther 


Cart they told us, going up Shorediech, was for- Day. 
ſaken of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to the 
drive, he died in the Street, and the Horſes going * 
on, overthrew the Cart, and left rhe Bodies, ſome when 
thrown out here, ſome there, in a diſmal manner ; W fiace 

Another Cart was it ſeems found in the great Dead 


£ 


the PLA OU 207 


pit in HFusbury Fields, the Driver being Dead, or 
having been gone and abandon'd it, and the Horſes 
running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the 
Horſes in alſo: It was ſuggeſted that the Driver 


Ev * * 5 
22 


was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up- 


on him, by Reaſon his Whip was ſeen to be in 
the Pit among the Bodies; but that, 1 ſuppoſe, 


cou'd not be certain. 
In our Pariſh” 'of Aldgate, the: dead C 1 


were ſeveral times, as 1 have heard, found ſtand- 


ing at the Church-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies 
but neither Bell man or Driver, or any one elde 
with it; neither in theſe, or many other Caſes, did 
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for 
ſometimes they were let down with Ropes out of 


Balconies and out of Windows; and ſometimes 


the Bearers brought. them to the Cart, ſometimes 
other People; nor, as the Men themſelves ſaid, did 


they trouble therſelves to keep any Account of | 


the Numbers. 

The Vigilance of the. Magiſtrate was now put 
to the utmoſt Trial, and it muſt be confeſs d, can 
never be enough acknowledg'd on this Occaſion 
alſo, whatever Expence or Trouble they were at, 
two Things were: never neglected in the City or 
Suburbs either. 


I. Proviſions were always to be bad i in full Plenty, 


and the Price not mock rais'd neither, hardly 
worth ſpeaking. 
2. No dead Bodies, hay unburied or uncovered : ; 


and if one walk'd from one end of the City to ano- 
ther, no Funeral or ſign of it was to be ſeen in the 


Day. time, except a little, as I have {aid above, in 
the three firſt Weeks in September. 

This laſt Article perhaps will hardly be believ'd, 
when ſome Accounts which others have publiſhed 


- fince that ſhall be ſeen, wherein they ſay, that the 


Dead * unburied, which lam aſſured was utterly 
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falſe 5 
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falſe; at leaſt, if it had been any where £, it muſt 
' ha' been in Houſes where the. Living were gone 
from the Dead, having found means, às 1 have ob- 
ſerved, to Eſcape, and where no Notice was gi. 
ven to the Officers: All which, amounts to nothing 
at all in the Caſe in Hand; for this I 'am- poſitive 
in, having myſelf been employ d a little in the Di- 
rection of that part in the Pariſh in which, I liv'd, 
and where as great a Deſolation was made 
in proportion to the Number of Inhabitants as b 
was any where. I ſay, I am ſure that there were , 
no dead Bodies remain d unburied ; that is to ſay, 7 
none that the proper Officers knew of; none for 
want of People to carry them off, and Buriers to 
put them into the Ground and cover them; and 
this is ſufficient to the Argument; for what might 
lie in Houſes and Holes as in Moſes and Aaron Ally is 
nothing; for it is moſt certain, they were buried as 
ſoon as they were found. As to the firſt Article, 
namely, of Proviſions, the ſcarcity or dearneſs, tho! 
have mention'd it before, and ſhall ſpeak of it a- 
gain; yet I muſt obſerve here, 
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(..) The Price of Bread in particular was not 
much raiſed; for in the beginning of the Tear (vit. 
In the firſt Week in March, the Penny Wheaten 
Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height 
of the Contagion, it was to be had at nine Oun- 
ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that 
Seaſon : And about the beginning of November it 
was ſold ten Ounces and a half again; the like of 
which, I believe, was never heard of in any City, 
under ſo dreadful a Viſitation before,” 
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(20 Neither was there (which Lwondred much at) 


any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open to ſupply. 
thegPeople-with Bread; but this was indeed alledg d 
by ſome Families, vi. That their Maid-Servants go- 
ing to the Bake-houſes with their Dough to be 


baked, which was then the Cuſtom, ſometimes came 


Home with the Sickneſs, that is to ſay, the Plague 
upon them. 3 77% We E ' , 14.5 > 15 


6 125 . 0 1 : 5 * „ Hl +4 2 5 "* | 
In all this dreadful Viſitation, there were, as 1 


have ſaid before, but two Peſt-houſes made uſe of, 
v2. One in the Fields beyond Old. Street, and one in 
Weſtminſter z neither was there any Compulſion us d 


in carrying People thither ; Indeed there was no 


need of Compulſion in the Caſe, for there were 


Thouſands of poor diſtreſſed People, who 1 — 5 


Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of 

rity, would haye been e to have been carryed 
thither, and been taken Care of, which indeed was 
publick Management of the City; ſeeing no ö 
was here. allow'd to be brought᷑ to the Peſt-houſe, 
but where Money was given, or Security for Money, 


either at their introducing, or upon their being 
cur'd and ſent out; for very many were ſent out again 


whole, and very good Phyſicians were appointed to 
thoſe Places, ſo that many People did very well there, 
of which Lſhall make Mention again. The prin- 
cipal Sort of People ſent thither were, as I have ſaid, 
Servants; who got the Diſtemper by going of Er- 

nds to fetch Neceſſaries to the Families where they 


liv'dz and who in that Caſe, if they came Home 


lick, were remoy d l the reſt of the Houſes! 
and they were ſo well 


tied in all at the Landon Peſt-houſe, and 150 at 
By having more Peſt-houſes, I am far from mean 


ing a forcing allPeople _ ſuch Places. Had the 


ſhutting. 


the only thing that, I think, was wanting in the whole 


1 


look 'd after there in all the 
time of the Viſitation; that there was but 1576 bur- 
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210 Mines ; oe 
ſhutting up, of Houſes been omirted, and the Sick 
hurried out of their Dwellings to Peſt-houſts, as 
ſome propoſed it ſeems, at that time as well as ſince, 
it would certainly have been much worſe than it was; 
the very removing the Sick, would have been a ſpread- 
ing of the Infection, and the rather becauſe that re- 
moving could not effectually clear the Houſe, where 
the ſick Perſon was, of the Diſtemper, and the reſt 
of the. Family being then left at Liberty would ber- 
tainly ſpread it among others. : 
ethods alſo in private Fumilies, which would 

have been univerſally. uſed to have concealed the 
Diſtemper, and to have conceal'd the Ferſons being 
ſick, Would have been ſuch, that the Diſte 
would ſometimes have ſeiz d 4 Whole Family before 
any Viſitors or Examiners could have known of it: 
On the other hand, the prodigious Numbers which 
would have been ſick at a N . have exceeded all 
city of publick Peſt-houſes to receive them, 


the C 
or of publick Officers to diſcover and remove them. 
This was well confidered in thoſe L Days, and "ol 


have heard them talk of it often; The M 
had enough to do to bring People to 4 by 
ing their Houſes ſhut up, and many Wa Oo 

ceived the Watchmen, 3 our, as 1 have bs 
ſerved : But that Difficulty 1 it apparent, — 
they would have found it impracticable do have g 

the other way to Work ; for they could never! be 
forced the ſick People out of their Beds and out” of 


their Dwellingsz it muſt not have been my Lord 


Mayor's Officers, but an Atmy of Officers that muſt 
have attempted it; and the People, on the other hand, 
would have been enrag'd and deſperate, and would 
have kll'd thoſe that ſhould have offered to have 
meddled with them or with their Children and Re- 


| ations, whatever had befallen them for it; ſo chat 


they would hmve uade che People, who, as # Sax 
3 
FE 


ſays they would have made them ſtark: Fes widow 15 
as the Magiltrates found it proper on ſeveral Ac- 
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counts to treat them with Lenity and Compaſſion, 


and not with Violence and Terror, ſuch as dragging 
the Sick out of their Houſes, or obliging them to to 
remove themſelves would have been. | 
This leads me again to mention the Time, when 
the Plague firſt began, that is to ſay, when it be- 
came certain that it would ſpread over the whole 
Town, when, as I have ſaid, the better fort of 
People firſt took the Alarm, and began to hurry 
themſelves out of Town: It was true, as I obſervy'd 
in its Place, that the r 
Coaches, Horſes, Waggons and Carts were ſo m | 
driving and dragging = People away, 5 it mY — 
_ = if all the City was running 1 
Regulations been publiſh'd that ha deen — 
at that time, eſp cially ſuch as would pretend 
diſpoſe of the People; otherwite tharr they 
diſpoſe of themſelves, it would have put both. the 
we 66 Suburbs into the utmoſt Confuſion, 
t — Magiſtrates. "_ — 1 e tobe 
encou pod By-Laws for the regu- 
lating kts GOES goad Order inthe Streets, 
and ow thing as digible as pany co 
all Sorts of | 
In the firſt - ya he L bu May _ the She- | 
riffs, the Court of Aldermen, — Number 
of the Common Council-Men, or their Deputies 
came to a Reſolution and liche it, vi. That they 
* would not tre ys yy 3 
I r eee. 1 
* Order in every Place, and for the doing Ju ice on 
all Occaſiom; as alſo for the diſtributing the 
r ——— Work, for 
doing the Duty, iſcharging the = 
* repos'd in them eas 


Power, 
„„ In 
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In Purſuance of theſe» Orders, the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Sc. held Councils every Day more or 


lefs, for making ſuch 3 as they found | ay 
needful for preſerving the Civil Peace; and tho' they fi 
uſed the People with all poſſible Gentleneſs and Cle- 1 
mency, yeralt manner of preſumptuous Rogues, ſuch i 
as Thieves, Houſe-breakers, Plunderers of the Dead, by 
or of the Sick, were duly puniſt'd, and ſeveral De- | 
clarations were continually publiſh'd by the Lord WW che 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen againſt ſuc. pla 


Alſo all Conftables and Church-wardens were en- 
join'd to ſtay in the City upon ſevere Penalties,” or reſp 
to depure ſuch able and ſufficient Houſe-keepers, as was 
the Deputy Aldermen, or Common Council-men of the 


the Precin& ſhould approve, and for whom they rf 
ſhould give Security; and alfo Security in caſe of obſe 
Mortality, that they would forthwith conſtitute ons 
-other Conſtables in their ſtead. . * 
T heſe things re-cſtabliſh'd the Minds of the People ſee t 
very much, eſpecially in the firſt of their Fright, cons 
when they talk d of — univerſal  a' Flight, Mari 
that the City would have been in Danger of being ang 
entirely deſerted of its Inhabirants, except the Poor; vir 
and the Country of being plunder'd and laid waſte come 
by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiſtrates de- Order 
ficient in performing their Part as boldly as they pro- was, 
miſed it; for my Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs were the O 
continually in the Streets, and at places of the greateſt in Ex 
Danger; and tho” they did not care for having toq was ww. 
great a Reſort of People crouding about them, yet, and al 
in emergent Caſes, they never denyed the _— Ac- going 
ceſs to them, and heard with Patience all their a Fill 
Grievances and Complaints; my Lord. Mayor had By i 


a low Gallery built on purpoſe in his Hall, where pf. 
he ſtood a little remov'd from the Croud when any Provite 
Complaint came to be heard, that he might appeat 


with as much Safety as poſſible. 
„„ i 


1 
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Likewiſe the' proper Officers , call my Lord 
Mayor's Officers, conſtantly attended in their Turns, 
as they were in waiting; and if any of them were 


ſick or infected, as ſome of them were, dthers were 


inſtantly employed to fill up and officiate in their 
Places, till it was known whether the other ſhould 
ö re oe „ 
In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in 


their ſeyeral Stations and Wards, where they were 
placed by Office; and the Sherifl”s Officers or Ser- 
geants were appointed to receive Orders from the 
reſpective Aldermen in their Turn; ſo that Juſtice 
was executed in all Caſes without Interruption. In 


the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares, 
to ſee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets 
obſery'd 3 and in this part either the Lord Mayor, or 
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market - day 
on Horſeback to ſee their Orders exeouted; and to 
ſee that the Country People had all poſſible En- 
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the 
Markets, and going back again; and that no Nu- 
ſances or frightfal Objects fhould be ſeen in the 
Streets to terrify them, or make them unwilling to 
come. Alſo the Bakers were taken under particular 
Order, and the Maſter of the Bakers Company 


was, with his Court of Affiſtance, directed to ſee 


the Order of my Lord Mayor for their Regulation put 
in Execution, and the due Aſſize of Bread, which 
was weekly appointed by my Lord Mayor, obſerv'd, 
and all the Bakers were oblig'd to keep their Ovens 


going conſtantly, on pain of loſing the Privileges of 


a Freeman of the City of London. = 
By this means, Bread was always to be had in 
Plenty, and as cheap as uſual, as 1 ſaid above; and 
Proviſions were never wanting in the Markets, even 
to ſuch a Degree, that I often wonder'd at it, and 


reproach'd my ſelf with being ſo timorous and cau- 


tious 


P 3 


\ 


MP, 
— — 
— 


=, N 
1 3 * 
3 g ä = : 
c een 3 „ * — 
. F A Ss r * _ 


e n 
* $4 3 — _ _ a — 
— e n „ 0 
* - - - £2 - — 
ba — . . 


* 


4 wh TN F . e = 8 7 
TN 
. 4 8 
Fl 


tious in ſtirring abroad, when the Country, People 
came freely = boldly to Market, as if there had 0 
been no manner of Infection in the City, or Dan- 
Geng ?38 C 
It was indeed one admirable piece of Conduct in the p 
ſaid Magiſtrates, that the Streets were kept conſtant- it 
ly clear, and free from all manner of frigheful Ob- 8 
jects, dead Bodies, or any ſuch things as were inde- la 
cent or unpleaſant, unleſs where any fell down | ce 
ſuddenly or died in the Streets, as I baue ſaid above, $4 
and theſe were generally covered with {ome Cloth ar 
or Blanket, or remov'd into the next Church- yard, C 
til Night: All the needful Works, that carried th 
Terror with them, that were both diſmal and dan- N. 
ſerous, were done in the Night; if any diſcas'd th 


odies were remov'd, or dead Bodies buried, or in- Cat 
fed Cloths burat, it was done in the Night; and an 


all the Bodies, which were thrown into the great Cit 

Pits in the ſeveral Church-yards, or burying Grounds, Wa 
as has been obſerv'd, were ſo remov'd in t 4 J 1 

and every thing was covered and cloſed before Day: We! 

So that in the Day-time there was not the leaſt Sig Biſ 

nal of the Calamity to be ſeen or heard of, except tolc 

What was to be obſerv'd from the Emptineſs of the F 

Streets, and ſometimes from the paſſionate Out- 

cries and Lamentations of the People, out at their 

Windows, and from the Numbers of Houſes and 
r on A 

Nor was the Silence and Emptineſs of the Streets 

ſo much in the City as in the Out- parts, except jult 

at one particular time, when, as 1 have mention'd, the 

Plague came Eaſt, and ſpread over all the City: It 

was indeed a merciful Diſpoſition of God, that as the 5 

Plague began at one End of the Town firſt, as has been 5 

6&/erv'dat large, ſo it proceeded pr vely to other A 

Parts, and did not come on this k 


2 on e 
ward, till it bad ſpent its Fury in the Welt part 95 


n 4 


* 


the Town; and ſo as it came on one way, it abat- 

I; began at St. Gies's and the J#e/iminfter End 
of the Town, and it was in its Height in all that 
part by about the Middle of uh, vz. in St. Giles 
in the Fields, St. Andrew's Holborn, St. Clement. Danes, 


St. Martins in the Fields, and in Weſiminſter- The. 


latter End of uly it. decreaſed in thoſe Pariſhes, and 


coming Eaſt, it enereaſed prodigiouſly in Cripple- 
gate, . Ja. Clarten well, and St. Brides, 


and T while it was in all theſe Pariſhes, the 


City and all the Pariſhes of the Southwark Side of 


the Water, and all Stepney, M hite- Chapel, Aldgata, 


Wapping, and Ratcliff were very little touch'd; fo, 
that People went about their Buſineſs unconcern d, 
carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops, 
and converſed freely with one another in all 1 4 
City, the Eaſt and North-Eaſt Suburbs, and in Sauth- 


wark, almoſt as if the Plague had not been among us. 


Even when the North and North-weſt Suburbs 


Biſbopſzate, and Shoreditch, yet ſt 
tolcrably well. For Example, Ea 
From 27. July to 1* Auguſt the Bill ſtood thus. 

-- e on 


St. Giles Cripplegate ———— 4. 


St. Sepulchers ———— — 250 


1 — 116 


Stepney — —— ——.0d — 4227 
All the g7. Pariſhes. within the Walls — 22 
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were fully infected, wiz. n Clartenwell, 
all the reſt were 
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So that in ſhort there died more that Week in 


the two Pariſhes of Cripplegate. and St. Sepulcher;” 


by 48 than in all the City, and all the Eaſt Suburbs, 
and all the Southwark Pariſhes, put together: This 
cauſed the Reputation of the City's Health to con- 
tinue all over England, and eſpecially in- the Coun- 


ties and Markets adjacent, from-whence our Supply 


of Proviſions chiefly came, even much longer than 


that Health ir ſelf continued; for when the People 
came into the Streets from the Country, by ' Shore- | 
ditch and Biſhopſgate,or by Oldſtreet and Smithfield,they 


would ſee the out Streets empty, and the Houſesand 


Shops ſhut, and the few People that were ſtirring there 
Walk in the Middle of the Streets; but when they 


came within the City, there things look'd better, and 


the Markets and Shops were open, and the People 
walking about the Streets as uſual, tho' not quite 
ſo many; and this continued till the latter End of 


Auguſt, and the Beginning of September. © 
But then the Cale alter'd quite, the Diſtemper 


| abated in the Weſt and North-Weſt Pariſhes, and 


the Weight of the Infection lay on the City and 


the Eaſtern Suburbs and the Southwark Side, and 


tin a fig aner. 
Then indeed the City began to look diſmal, . 
to be ſhur, and the Streets ' deſolate; in the Hig 


Street indeed Neceſſity made People ſtir abroad on ma- 
ny Occaſions; and there would be in the middle of the 
Day a pretty — Batt on Won inthe Mornings and 


Evenings ſcarce any to 

Cornhill and Cheapfide. „„ 
Theſe Obfervations of mine were abundantly con- 

firm'd by the Weekly Bills of Mortality for thoſe 


e ſeen, even there, no not in 


Weeks, an Abſtract of which, às they reſpect the 


Pariſhes which I have mention and as they make the 


a; 


Calculations Iſpeak of very evident, take as follows. 


The Weekly Bill, which makes out this Decreaſe 
of tk Hels in the Weſt and North _ the 
* From 
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From the 12 of September to the. I 199. 


St. Giles 5 Cripplegat womnmmnmonammnm 5 
St. Giles in che Fields: — GT = 
| Clarkemwell — —— — — 7 
St. Sepulchers — — 214 
St. Leonard Shoreditch - . * 183 
Stepney Pariſh - — — 716 
Alagate = | _ | - 9 82 
 White-Chapel] —— — 532 


In the 97 Pariſhes within the Walls — 1493 


In the 87 Pariſhes « on Southwark Side — 1636 


6060 


Here is a range change of Things poo and 


a ſad Change it was, and hadit held for two Months 


more than it did, very few People would have been 
left alive: But has ſuch, I fay, was the merciful 
Diſpoſition of God, that when it was -thus the 
Weſt and North part which had been ſo dreadfully vi- 
ſited at firſt, grew as you ſee, much better; and as the 
People diſappear'd here, they began to look abroad 


again there; andthenext Week or two altered it ſtill 


more, that i is, more to the Encouragement of the 
other Part of the Town. For Example - 


From the 19#h of September to the 26th, — ; | 


St. Giles's Cripplegate - wo. 277 
St. Giles in the Fields — 119 
Clarenell | — e 
St. Sepulebers — . | 193 
St. Leonard Shoreditch ———— 146 
| Stepney Pariſh q ̃ãĩͥ üm — 616 


Aldgate —— — — 496 
M bue- Chapel 346 
In the 97 Pariſes wick the WII 1268 
In the d Pariſhes « on e Side 1 1390 
— 
From 
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From the 26th of Septemb. to the 3% of Ofgber. 

St. Cs Cripplegate .... — 196 
St. Enes in the Fields 9 
_ Clarkenwell — —¼—ö ö — 40 


St. Sepulcber vn 137 
St. Leonard Shoreditch ⁊ꝛꝑyae³wꝙ̃. 128 


SClttepney Pariſh ! 67, 
J e een eee . ue 88 — a 2 
a bite-C hape! — — — 328 
In the 97 Pariſhes within the Walls 1149 
In the 8 Pariſhes on Southwark Side 1201 


r 
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And now the Miſery of the City, and of the ſaid 
Eaft and South Parts was complete indeed; for as 
you fee the Weight of the Diſtemper lay upon 
thoſe Parts, that is to ſay, the City, the eight Pa- 
riſhes over the River, with the Pariſhes of Aldgate, 
White-Chapel, and Stepney, and this was the Time 
that the Bills came up to ſuch a e 0h 
as that I mention'd before; and that Eight or Nine, 
and, as I believe, Ten or Twelve Thouſand a Week 
died; for tis my ſettled Opinion, that they never 

could come at any juſt Account of the Numbers, 
for the Reaſons which I have given already. 
| Nay one of the moſt eminent Phyſicians, who 
has 7 publiſh'd in Latin an Account of thoſe 
Times, and of his Obſervations, ſays, that in one 
Week theredied twelve Thouſand People, and that 
particularly there died four Thoufand in one Night; 
tho' I do not remember that there ever was any 
ſuch particular Night, ſo remarkably fatal, as that 
ſuch a Number died in it: However all this con- 
firms what I have ſaid above of the Uncert: f 
the Bills of Mortality, Ic. of uhich I 
more hereafter, 25 1 
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And here let me take leaye to enter again, tho? 
it may ſeema Repetition of Circumſtances,into a De- 
ſcription of the miſerable Condition of the City it 
ſel, and of thoſe Parts where I liv'd at this parti- 1 
cular Time: The City, and thoſe other Parts, notwith- 18 
ſtanding the great Numbers of People that were gone 1 
into the Country, was vaſtly full of People, and per- 
haps the fuller, becauſe People had for a long time 
| Belicf, that the Plague would not come in- 
to the City, nor into Southwark, no nor into ap- 
ping, or Ratcliff at all; nay ſuch was the Aſſurance 
of the People on that Head, that many remov'd 
from the Suburbs on the Weſt and North Sides, in- 
to thoſe Eaſtern and South Sides as for Safety, and 
2s J verily believe, carry'd, the Plague amongſt 
them there, perhaps ſooner than they would other- 
wiſe have had it. . | . | 
Here alſo I ought to leave a farther Remark for 
the uſe of Poſterity, concerning the Manner of 
Peoples infecting one another; namely, that it was 
not the ſick People only, from whom the Plague was 
immediately receiv'd by others that were ſound, bur 
THEWELL. To explain my ſelf ; by the fick Peo - 
ple I mean thoſe who were known to be ſick, had 1 
taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had 1 
Swellings and Tumours upon them, and the like; Wal 
theſe every Body could beware of, they were either ' ka 
in their Beds, or in ſuch Condition as cou'd not be 
conceal'd. hs | 3 
By tbe Well, I mean ſuch as had received the Con- 
tagion, and had it really upon them, and in their 
„ did not ſhew the Conſequences of it in 
their Countenances, nay even were not ſenſible of 
it themſelves, as many were not for ſeveral Days: 
"Theſe breathed Death in every Place, and upon every 
Body who came near them; nay their very Cloaths 
retained the Infection, their Hands would infect the 


e 


_ fit down at a Door and die: It is true, finding 
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and ſweaty, and they were generally apt to ſweat 
J I e e 
Now it was impoſſible to know theſe People, 
nor did they ſometimes, as I have ſaid, know them- 
ſelves to be infected: Theſe were the People that 
fo often dropt down and fainted in the Streets; for 
oftentimes they would go about the Streets to the 
laſt, till on a ſudden they would ſweat, grow faint, 


themſelves thus, they would ſtruggle hard to get 
Home to their own Doors, or at other Times would 
be juſt able to go in to their Houſes and die infſtant- 
ly; other, Times they would go about till they had the 
very Tokens come out upon them, and yet not know 
it, and would die in an Hour or two after they came 
Home, but be well as long as they were Abroad: 
Theſe were the dangerous People, theſe were the 
People of whom the well People ought to have 
been afraid; but then on the other fide it was impoſſible 
to know them. Th 
And this is the Reaſon why it is impoſſible in a 
Viſitation to prevent the ſpreading of the Plague 
by the utmoſt human Vigilance, (viz.). that it is im- 
poſſible to know the infected People from the ſound; | 
or that the infected People ſhould perfectly know 
themſelves : I knew a Man who converſed freely in 
London all the Scaſon of the Plague in 1665, and 
kept about him an Antidote or Cordial, on pur- 
poſe to take when he thought himſelf in any Dan- 
ger, and he had ſuch a Rule to know, or have 
warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met 
with before or ſince, how far it may be depended 
on] know not: He had a Wound in his Leg, and 
whenever he came among any People that were nor 
| ſound, and the Infection began to affect him, he 
faid he could know it by that Signal, (viz.) That his 
Wound in his 5 would ſmart, and look pale 
and white; ſo as ſoon as ever he felt it ſmart, it 
| 2065.6 N ä 5 55 Was 
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was time for him to withdraw, or to take care of 
himſelf, taking bis Drink, which he always carried 
about him for that Purpoſe. Now it ſeems he found 
his Wound would ſmart many Times when he was in 
Company with ſuch, who thought themſelves to be 
ſound, and who appear d ſo to one another; but he 
 wouldpreſently riſe up, and ſay publickly, Friends, here 
is ſome Body in the Room that has the Plague, and 
ſo would immediately break up the Company. This 
was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People, that the 
Plague is not to be avoided uy thoſe that converſe pro- 
miſcuouſly in a Town infected, and People have 
it when they know it not, and that they likewiſe give 
it to others When they know not that they have it 
themſelves; and in this Caſe, ſnutting up the WELL 
or removing the 81 CK will not do it, unleſs they 
can go back and ſhut up all thoſe that the Sick had 
Convers'd with, even before they knew themſelves 
to be ſick, and none knows how far to carry that 
back, or where to ſtop ; for none knows when, or. 
where, or how they may have received the Infec- 
tion, or from woomn. e eee | 
This I take to be the Reaſon, which makes ſo many 
People talk of the Air being corrupted and infoted, 
and that they need not be cautious of whom they 
converſe with, for that the Contagion was in the 
Air. J have ſeen them in ſtrange Agitations and Sur- 
priſes on this Account, I have never come near any 
infected Body ! /ays the diſturbed Perſon, I have Con- 
vers d with none, but ſound healthy People, and yet 
I have gotten the Diſtemper! I am ſure I am 
ſtruck from Heaven, ſays another, and he falls to the 
ſerious Part; again the firſt goes on exclaiming, I 
have come near no Infection, or any infected Per- 
lon, Iam ſure it is in the Air; We draw in Death 
when we breath, and therefore tis the Hand of 
God, there is no withſtanding it; and this at laſt 
made many People, being hardened to the Danger, 
VVV 1 ou Cn. 
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„les concern'd at it, and lef cautious towards 
latter End of the Time, and when it was 


come to its height, chan they were at firſt; 

then withakindot a Tarkih Predeſtinarianiſm, they nei 
would fay, if it pleasd God to ſtrike them, it was ful 
all one whether tf y went Abroad or ſtaid at Home, 1 
wy cou'd not eſcape it, and therefore they went ſter 
8 ly about — * . „and infected fide 
— y 3 vifited ſick People, in ſho in nor 
the Ned with their Wives or Relations hon 45 der 

— 9 z and what was the et Bur as tl 
the ſame that is the Conſequence in Turkey, and in Nat 
thoſe Countries where they do „ and died by name- ſai 
„chat they were nbebted too, and dic by Hun- Met 
and Thouſands. the 
I would be far from leſſening the Awe of the Jadg- plea 
ments of God, and the Reverence to his Providence, V 


which ought always to be on our Minds on ſuch Oc- thele 
caſions as theſe; briefs the Viſitation it {alk is he ſe 
2 Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or of at 
Nation where it falls; «= Meſſenger of his Venge- occat 
ance, and a loud Call to that N ation, or Country, 


or City, to Humiliation and R ng and t 
to that of the Prophet Jeremiah xviii. 7, 8. Ar what uſual] 
inflant I fball ſpeak concerning a Nation, and toncern- es at 
any @ Kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down, and de- fectio 
Frey it : If that Nation againſt whom [ baue pro- than | 
vonner, in from their evil, I will repent ef the Veng 
evil that I hong hit to do unto them. Now to doe and N 
Impreffionsof the Awe of God on the Minds of Men Th 
on ſuch Occaſions, and not to leſſen them it is that [ ſelf w 
* wp thoſe Minutes Record. ' perde 
ay, therefore I reflect upon no Man ſecure 

* bud Reiſon of thoſe upon che el co del 
ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Direc- ty M 
tion of his Providence; may, on the contrary, there none c 
were many wonderful Delieerance3 of Perſons from lowed 


 nfeltion, and Delivermaes of -Peifons when det 
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fected, which intimate ſingular and remarkable Pros 
vidence, in the particular Inſtances to which they 
refer, and I eſteem my own Deliverance to be one 
next to miraculous,. and do record it with Thank- 

But when I am ſpeaking of the Plague, us a Di- 
ſtemper ariſing from natural Cauſes, we muſt con- 
ſider it as it 'was really propagated by natural Means, 


nor is it at all the leſs a Judgment for its being un- 1 


der the Oonduct of humane Cauſes and Effects; for 
sa the divine Power has form'd the whole Scheme of 
Nature, and maintains Nature in its Cdurſe; ſb the 
ſame Power thinks fit to let his own Actings with 
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, go en in 
the ordinary Courſe of natural Cauſes, and he is 
pleaſed to act by thoſe natural Cauſes as the ordina- 
Means; ee and reſerving to himſelf neyer- 
theleſs a Power to act in a ſupernatural Way when 
he ſees occaſion: Now tis evident, that in the Caſe 
of an Infection, there is no apparent extraordinary 
occaſion for ſupernatural Operation, but rhe ordr- 
Courſe of Things appears ſufficietitly arm'd, 
and made capable of all the Effects that Heaven 
uſually directs by a Contagion. Among theſe Cau- 
ſes and Effects this of the ſecret Conveyance of In- 
fection itmperceptible, and unavoidable, is more 
2 ſufficient ve execute the 1 of divine 
engeance, without putting it upon 8 turals 
2 — enters Fe 


The acute penetrating Nature of the Diſeaſe it 
ſelf was ſuch, and the Infection was receiv'd ſo im- 
peroeptibly, that the moſt exact Caution could not 

ſecure us while in. the Place: Bur L muſt be allowed 
to believe, and I have fo many Examples freſh in 
my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think 
none can reſiſt their Evidence 3 1 /ay, I muft be al- 
lowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation 
eyer receiv d the Sickneſs or Iriſection, but who - 
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ceiv'd it in the ordinary Way of Inſection from 
ſome Body, or the Cloaths, or touch, or ſtench of 
ſome Body that was infected befor 
The Manner of its coming firſt. to London, 
proves this alſo, (viz.) by Goods brought over from 
Holland, and brought . thither from the Levar 
the firſt breaking ot it out in a Houſe in Long-Acre, 
where thoſe Goods were carried, and firſt opened; 
its ſpreading from that Houle ro other Houſes, by 
the viſible N with thoſe who were 
ſick, and the infecting the Pariſh Officers who were 
employed about the Perſons dead, and the like; theſe 
are known Authorities for this great Foundation 
Point, that it went on, and proceeded from Perſon 
to Perſon, and from Houſe to Houle, and no other- 
wiſe: In the firſt Houſe that was infected there 
died four Perſons, a Neighbour hearing the Miſtreſs 
of the firſt Houſe was ſick, went to viſit her, and went 
Home and gave the Diſtemper to her Family, and 
died, and all her Houſhold. A Miniſter call'd to 
pray with the firſt ſick Perſon in the ſecond Houſe, 
was ſaid to ſicken immediately, and die with ſeve- 
ral more in his Houſe: Then the en 
to conſider, for they did not at firſt dream of a ge- 
neral _ Contagion. But the Phyſicians being {ent 
to inſpect the Bodies, they aſſur'd the People 
that it was neither more or leſs than the Plague with 
all its terrifying Particulars, and that it threatnedan 
univerſal Infection, ſo many People having already 
convers'd with the Sick or Diſtemper'd, and hav- 
ing, as might be fuppos'd, received Infection. from 
them, that it would be impoſſible to put a ſtop 


_ Here the Opinion of the Phyſicians agreed with 
my Obſervation afterwards, namely, that the Dan. 
ger was ſpreading inſenſibly; for the Sick . cou'd 
_ infe& none but thoſe_that, came within reach of 
the lick PT 1 NGF HP SEPT 
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really receiv'd-the Infection, and knows it not, but 
goes Abroad, and about as a ſound Perſon, may 
give the Plague to a thouſand People, and they to 
reater Numbers in Proportion, and neither the Per- 
Ta giving the Infection, or the Perſons receiving it, 
know any _ of it, and perhaps nor feel the Ef- 
fects of it for ſeveral Days after. 175 5 
For Example, Many Perſons in the Time of this 
Viſitation never perceiv d that they were infected, till 
they found to their unſpeakable Surprize, the Tokens 
come out upon them, after which they ſeldom lid 
ſix Hours; for thoſe Spots they call'd the Tokens 
were really gangreen Spots, or 'mortified Fleſh in 
ſmall Knobs as broad as a little filver Peny, and hard 
a5 a piece of- Callous or Horn; ſo that when the 
Diſeaſe was come up to that length, there was no- 
thing could follow but certain Death, and yet as I 
ſaid they knew nothing of their being Infec- 
ted, nor found themſelves ſo much as out of Order, 
till thoſe mortal Marks were upon them: But every 
Body muſt allow, that they were infected in a high 
Degree before, and muſt have been ſo ſome time; 
and conſequently their Breath, their Sweat, their 
we Cloaths were contagious for many Days be» 
ore, „ %%Cͤũ ¾l“ 
This occaſion'd a vaſt Variety of Caſes, which 
Phyſicians would have much more opportunity to 
remember than I; but ſome came within the Com- 
pals of my Obſervation, or hearing, of which I 
naß 888 
A certain Citizen who had liv'd ſafe, and un- 
touch'd, till the Month of September, when the 
Weight of the Diſtemper lay more in the City 
than it had done before, was mighty chearful, and 
ſomething too bold, as I think it was, in his Talk 
. of how ſecure he was, how cautious he had been, 
and how he had never come near any ſick Body: 
days another Citizen, a 8 his to him, 


226  Muimoirs of 
one Day, Do not bt too confident Mr. it is bard 
| ſay who is fick and who is well; for we ſee Mn alive, 
and well to outward Appearance one Hour, and dead 
the next. That is true, 1 the firſt Man, for he 
was not a Man . ſecure, but had eſ· 
cap d a long white, Men, as I ſaid above, eſpe- 
cially in the City, began to be over eaſie upon that 
Score. That is true, ſays he, I do not think my 
ſelf ſecure, but I hope I bave not been in Company 
with any Perſon that there has been any Danger is. 
No! Says his Neighbour, was not you at the Bull- 
head Tavern in Gracechurch Street with Mr. 
the Night before laſt: Yes, ſays the firſt, I was, 
but there was no Body there, that we had any Reaſon 
to think dangerous. Upon which his Neigbour ſaid 
no more, being ri to (urprize him; but this 
_ him more inquiſitive, and as his Neighbour 
'd backward, he was the more „ impatient, 
in a kind of Warmth, ſays he aloud, why he is 
5 dead, is he! upon which his New) ei — ſtill 
was filent, but caſt up his Eyes, and faid ſomething 
to himſelf ; at which the fiſt Citizen turned-pale, 
and faid no more but this, then I am a dead Man 
too, and went Home immediately, and ſent for a 
neighbouring ry 80 ecary to give him ſomething 
reventive, for he had not yet found himſelf ill; 
| but the Apothecary openin * Breaſt, fetch'd a 
Sigh, and faid no more, but this, /ook up to God; and 
the Man died in a few Hours. 

Now let any Man judge from a Caſe like this, 
if it is poſſible for the Re egultonso Magiſtrates, 
either by ſnuting up the Sick, or removing them, to 
ſtop an Infection, which ſpreadsi itſelf 0 Man to 
Man, even while they are perfectly well, and in- 
oa of its Approach, and may Tap be 6 for many 

8 
It may be proper to alk hers, how long it may 
be ſuppoſed, Men might have the Seeds of che Con- 

15 gion 
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tal Manner; and how long they might go about 


ſeemingly whole, and yer be contagious toall thoſe 


that came near them? I believe the moſt experienc'd 


Phyſicians cannot anſwer this Queſtion directly, any 


more than L can; and ſomething an ordinary Ob- 
ſerver may take notice of, which may paſs their Ob- 


ſervation. The opinion of Phyſicians Abroad ſeems 


to be, that it may lye Dormant in the Spirits, or 
in the Blood Vellels, a very conſiderable Time; 


why elſe do they exact a Quarentine of thoſe who 


come into their Harbours, and Ports, from ſuſpec- 


ted Places? Forty Days is, one would think, too 


long for Nature to ſtruggle with ſuch an Enemy as 


this, and not conquer it, or yield to it: But I could 
not think by my own Obſeryation that rhey can be 


infected ſo, as to be contagious to others, above 
fifteen or ſixteen Days at fartheſt; and on that 
ſcore it was, that when a Houſe was ſhut up in the 


5 and any one had died of the Plague, but no 
Body appear d to be ill in the Family for ſixteen or 


eighteen Days after, they were not ſo ſtrict, but 
that they would connive-at their going privately 


Abroad; nor would People be muck afraid of them 


afterward, but rather think they were fortified the 
better, having not been vulnerable when the Ene- 
my was in their own Houſe; but we ſometimes 
found it had lyen much longer conceal ed. 
Upon the foot of all theſe Obſervations, I mull ſay, 
that rho? Providence ſeem'd to direct my Condu& 
to be otherwiſe; yet it is my opinion, and I muſt 


leave it as a Preſcription, (viz.) that the beſt Phyſick 
againſt the Plague is to run away from it. I know 


People encourage themſelves, by ſaying, God is 

able to keep ka 55 the midſt of Danger, and able 
to overtake us when we think our ſelves out of 

. and this kept Thouſands in the Town, 
W 


e Carcaſſes went into the great Pits. oy Cart 
. : 42:4” Loads; 


= 
tagion in them, before it diſcover'd it {elf in this fa 
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ing the People, from thoſe that they took in 1665, 
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Loads; and who, if they had fled from the Danger, 
had, I believe, been ſafe from the Diſaſter; ar fealf tt 
| Probable they had been ſa fm... 
And were this very Fundamental only duly con- 
ſider'd by the People, on any future occaſion of 
this, or the like Nature, I am perſuaded it would | 
put them upon quite different Meaſures for manag- 


or than any that have been taken Abroad that F haye | 
heard of; ma Word, they would conſider of 
feperating the People into ſmailer Bodies, and re- 


moving them in Time farther from one another, | 
and not let ſuch aContagion as this, which is indeed 4 
chiefly dangerous, to collected Bodies of People, find | 
a Million of People in a _—_ together, as was t 
very near the Caſe before, would certainly be . 
the Caſe, if it ſhould ever py _ 20 © 
The Plague like a great Fire, if a few Houſe tl 
only are contiguous here it happens, can only bum * 
a few Houſes ; or if it begins in a ſingle, or as we m 
call it a loan Houſe, can only burn that loan Houſe 'p 
where it begins: But if it ins in a cloſe built a 
Town, or City, and gets a Head, there its Fury th 
encreaſes, it rages over the whole Place, and con- the 
fumes all it can reach. 5 128 Wo 
I could propoſe many Schemes, on the foot of we 
which, the Government of this City, if ever they 7 
he 


ſhould be under the Apprehenſion of ſuch another 
Enemy, (God forbid they ſhould) might eaſe them - 722 
felves of the greateſt Part of the dangerous People 


that belong to them; I mean ſuch as the begging, amo 
ſtarving, labouring Poor, and —_— them chief tell 
thoſe Who in Caſe of a Siege, are call'd the uſel it de 
Mouths; who being then prudently, and to theit * 

oſe 


own Advantage diſpos'd of, and the wealthy Inha- 
bitants diſpoſing of themſelves, and of their Sei- 
vants, and Children, the City, and its adjacent 
Parts would be fo effectually evacuated, that then 

W ou 
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would not be above a tenth Part of its People leſt 
together, for the Diſeaſe to take hold upon: But 
ſuppoſe them to be a fifth Part, and that two Hun- 
dred and fifty Thouſand People were left, and if. it 
did ſeize upon them, they would by their living ſo 
much at large, be much better prepar'd to defend 
themſelves .againft the Infection, and be leſs liable 
to the Effects of it, than if the ſame Number of 
People lived cloſe together in one ſmaller City, 
ſuch as Dublin, or Amſterdam, or the like. | 
It is true, m— ea Thouſands of Fami- 
lies fled away at this laft Plague, but then of them, 
many fled too late, and not only died in their 
Flight, but carried the Diſtemper with them into 
the Countries where they went, and infected thoſe. 
whom they went among for Safety; which confound- 
ed the Thing, and made that be a Propagation ef 
the Diſtemper, which was the beſt means to pre- 
vent it; and this too is a Evidence of it, and brings 
me back to what I only hinted at before, but muſt 
ſpeak more fully to here ; namely, that Men went 
about apparently well, many Days after they had 
the taint of the Diſeaſe in their Vitals, and after 
their Spirits were ſo ſeiz'd, as that they could never 
eſcape it; and that all the while they did ſo, they 
were dangerous to others. 7 ſay, this proves, that 
/o it was; for ſuch People infected the very Towns 
they went thro', as well as the Families they went 
among, and it was by that means, that almoſt all 
the great Towns in England had the Diſtemper 
am ong them, more or leſs; and always they would 
_ you ſuch a Londoner or fuch a Londoner brought 
it d m e 
It muſt not be omitted, that when T ſpeak of 
thoſe People who were really thus dangerous, I ſup- 
pole them to be utterly ignorant of their own Con- 


dition; for if they really knew their Circumſtances to be 


uch as indeed they were, they muſt have been a kind of 
VVV a willful 


& 


_— healthy People, 2 it woul 


be lay, and here he died, 


ing them the Diſtemper, and without which, he 


TR all 2 dog oper I 
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willful. Maurtherers, if they would hay ve go ne n 
ave verified 

the Suggeſtion which 1 mention d above, and 

which 1 thought feem'd untrue, (viz.) That the infected | 
People were utterly careleſs as to giving the Infec- 


tion to others, and rather forward to do it than not; 


and I believe it was partly from this very Thing 
that they raiſed that Suggeſtion, which T hope 
was not really true in Fact. 3 

I confeſs no | og Caſe is fufficient ro prove : 
a general, but I con'd name ſeveral People within 
the Knowledge of ſome of their Neighbours and 


Families yet living, who ſhew'd the contrary to an 


extream. One Man, a Maſter of a Family in my 
Neighbourhood, having had the Diſtemper, he 
thought he had it given him by a poor Workman 


whom he employ'd, and whom he went to his Houſe 


to ſee, or went for ſome Work that he wanted to 
have finiſhed, and he had fome Apprehenſions even 
while he was at the poor Workman's Door, but 
did not diſcover it fully, but the next Day it diſ- 
covered it ſelf, and he was taken very ill; upon 
which he immediately cauſed himſelf to be 


carried into an out Building which he had in 


his Yard, and where there was a Chamber over 
a Work-houſe, the Man bei a Brazier; here 
of his Neighbours, bu b Nurse from 

none of his Nei t y A m 
3 and would not ſuffer his Wife, or Chil- 
dren, or Servants, to come up into the Room teſt 
they ſhould be infected, but ſent them his Bleſſing 
and Prayers for them by the Nurſe, who ſpoke it 
to them at a Diſtance, and all this for fear of giv- 


knew as they were kept up, they could not have 
ic. 
And here I muſt obſerve alſo, that the Plague, 2s 


Man- 
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Manner, on differing Conſtitutions; ſome were im- 


lent Fevers, Vomitings, unſufferable Head-achs, 


Pains in the Backs end ſo up to Ravings and Rag- 


ings with thoſe Pains: Others with Swellings and 
Tumours in the Neck or Groyn, or Arm- pits, 
which till they could be broke, put them into in- 
ſufferable Agonies and Torment; while others, as 1 
have obſery'd, were ſilently infected, the Fever 
preying upon their Spirits inſenſibly, and they ſee- 
ing little of 5 till they fell into ſwooning, and 
faintings, and 5 


eath without pain. 
I am not Phyſician enough to enter into the 5 8 
ticular Reaſons and Manner of theſe differing Effects 
of one and the ſame Diſtemper, and of its differ- 
ing Operation in ſeveral Bodies; nor is it my Buſi- 
nels here to record the Obſervations, which I really 
made, | becauſe the Doctors themſelves, have done 
that part much more effectually than I can do, and 
becauſe my opinion may in ſome things differ from 
theirs; I am only relating what I know, or have 
heard, or believe of the particular Caſes, and what fell 
within the Compaſs of my View, and the different 
Nature of the Infection, as it appeared in the parti- 

cular Caſes which I have related; but this may be 
added too, that tho' the former Sort of thoſe Ca- 
ſes, namely thoſe openly viſited, were the worſt 
for themſelves as to Pain, I mean thoſe that had 
ſuch Fevers, Vomitings, Head-achs, Pains and 
Swellings, becauſe they died in ſuch a dreadful Man- 
ner, yet the latter had the worſt State of the Diſ- 
eaſe; for in the former they frequently recover d, 
eſpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter 
was inevitable Death; no cure, no help con'd be 
poſſible, nothing could follow but Death; and it 

was worſe alſo to others, becauſe as, above, it ſreret - 
ly, and unperceiy'd by others, or by themſelves, 
communicated Death & thoſe they convers d with, 


232 ed 4x b/ offs 
_ the penetrating Poiſon inſinuating it ſelf-intd "oF 


Ow the Plagye _oun wes roan ms. 


Bload in a Manner, which it is nn ret to de- . 
ſcribe, or indeed conceive: - 2 
This infecting and being infected, Wer ſo h 
much as its being known xy either Perſon, is evi- d 
0 


dent from two Sorts of Caſes, which niy rant ) 

| Bach hs at that Time z and there is har «Sw E 
nlp. who was in London during the Infec- ly 

— but muſt have known leveral of The Caſes of m 
_ Serge. th 
Fathers and Mothers have gone about as fi 

if oy had been well, and have believ'd them- pu 
ſelves to be ſo, till they have inſenſibly infected, me 
and been the Deſtruction of their whole F amilies: pla 
Which they would have been far from doing, '* 
it they had the leaſt Apprehenſions of their be- far 
ing unſound and dangerous themſelves. A Family, wel 
whole Story I have heard, was thus infected by the the 
Father, gn the Diſtemper began to appear upon 1 
ſome of them, even before he found it upon him- cial 
ſelf; but ſearching more — it ah ar'd he | not 
had been infected ſome Time, 3 n as he all a 
found that his Family had been e's by himſelf, had 
he went diſtracted, and would have laid violent on t 
Hands upon himſelf, but was kept from that by putr; 
thoſe - who look'd to him, and "in 4 few oys and 
died. look 
e The other Pafticular. is, that many People bar- ſelves 
ing been well tothe beſt of their ym yon or by in Fa 
the beſt Obſervation which they could make of cover 
themſelves for ſeveral Days, and only finding à De- My 
cay of Appetite, or a night Sickneſs upon their Sto- it mi 
machs; nay, ſome whole Appetite has been ſtrong, but f 
and even craving, and only a light Pain in their for hi 
Heads; have ſent for Phyſicians to know what draw 
ail'd them, and have been found to their great Sur- Brain, 
prize, at the brink of Death, the Tokens upon heard, 
diſting 


It 


be 
Pa 
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n was very ſad to reflect, how ſuch a Perſon as 
this laft mentioned above, had been a walking Deſtroy- 
er, perhaps for a Week or Fortnight before that; 
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how he hadirvin'd thoſe, that he would have hazar- ql 
ded his Life to fave, and had been breathing Death up- i 
on them, even perhaps in his tender Kifling and- 1 
Embracings of his own Children: Vet thus certain- ; 


ly it was, and often has been, and I cou'd give 
many particular Caſes where it has been ſo; if then 
the Blow is thus inſenſibly ſtricken; if the Arrow 
flies thus unſeen, and cannot be diſcovered; to what 
purpoſe are all the Schemes for ſhutting up or re- 
moving the ſick People? thoſe Schemes cannot take 
place, but upon thoſe that appear to be ſick, or to 
be infected; whereas there are among them, at the 
ſame time, Thouſands of People, who. ſeem to be 
well, but are all that while carrying Death with 
them into all Companies which they come into. 
This e puzzled our Phyſicians, and eſpe- 
cially the Apothecaries and Surgeons, who knew 
not how to diſcover the Sick from the Sound; they 
2 that it _ really 1 5 oy People 
ad the Plague in their very Blood, anc ing up- 
on their 8 Pits, and was in themſelves 1 | 
putrified Carcafſes, whoſe Breath was infeCtious, 
and their Sweat Poiſon; and yet were as well to 
look on as other People, andeven knew it not them- 
elves: I fay, they all allowed that it was really true 
in Fact, but they knew not how to propole a Diſ- 
covery. WER OR DO Ee ew, | 
My Friend Doctor Heath was of Opinion, that 
it might be known by the ſmell of their Breath; 
but then, as he ſaid, who durſt Smell to that Breath 
for his Information? Since to know it, he muſt 
draw the Stench of the Plague up into his own 
Brain, in order to diftinguiſh the Smell! I have 
heard, it was the opinionof others, that it might be 
diſtinguiſh'd by the Party's breathing upon a * bo 


Glaſs, where the Breath Fonceniings there might 
living Creatures be ſeen by a Microſcope of ſtrange 


monſtrous and frightful Shapes, ſuch as Dragons 
Snakes, Serpents, and Devils, horrible to By a. 


0 
old: 
But this I very much queſtion the Truth of, and 

we had no Microſcopes at that Time,. as I remem- 
ber, to make the Experiment with. 
It was the opinion alſo of another learned Man, 
that the Breath of ſuch a Perſon would poiſon, and 
Inſtantly kill a Bird; not only a ſmall Bird, buteyen 
a Cock or Hen, and that if it did not immediatcly 
kill the latter, it would cauſe them to be roupy as 
bey call it; particularly that if they had laid any 
Egg at that Time, they would be all rotten : But 
thoſe are Opinions which I never found ſupported 
by any Experiments, or heard of others that had 
ſeen it; ſo I leave them as I find them, only with 
this Remark 4 namely, that I think the Probabili- 


ties are very ftrong for them. 
Some have propoſed that ſuch Perſons. ſhould 
breath hard upon warm Water, and that they would 
leave an unuſual Scum upon it, or upon ſeveral 
other things, eſpecially ſuch as are of à glutinous 
| Subſtance and are apt to receive a Scum and ſupport it. 
But from the whole I found, that the Nature of this 
Contagion was ſuch, that it was impoſſible to diſcover 
it at all, or to prevent its ſpreading from one to ano- 
ther by any human . 0 7 Oe 
Here was indeed one Difficulty, which I could ne- 
ver throughly get over to this time, and which there 
is but one way of anſwering that I know of, and it is 
this, viz. The firſt Perſon that died of the Plague 
was in Decemb. zctb, or thereabouts- 1664, and in, 
or about Long · acre, whence the firſt Perſon had the 
Infection, was generally ſaid to be, from a Parcel of Silk 
imported from Holland, and firſt opened in that Houſe. 
But after this we heard no more of any Perſon dying 
of the Plague, or of the Diſtewper being jn thi 
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Place, till the ↄth of February; which was about 7 
Weeks aſter, and then one more was buried out of 
the ſame Houſe: Then it was buſh'd, and we were 
perfectly eaſy as to the publick, for a great while: 
for there were no more entred in the Weekly Bill 
to be dead of the Plague, till the 224 of April, when 
there was more buried not out of the ſame Houſe, 
burt out of the ſame Street; and as near as I can re- 
member, it was out of the next Houſe to the firſt: 
this was nine Weeks aſunder, and after this we had 
No more till a Fortnight, and then it broke out in 
ſeveral Streets and ſpread every way. Now the 
Queſtion ſeems to lye thus, where lay the Seads of 
the Infection all this while? How came it to flop jo 
long, and. not ſtop any longer? Either the Di- 
de N ee 
from Body to Body, or if it did, then a Body may- 
be capable to continue infected, without the Diſcal: | 
diſcovering itſelf, many Days, nay Weeks together, 
even not a Quaremtine of Days only, but Soixan- 
tine, not only 4o-Days but 60 Days or longer.. 
: It's true, there was, as I obſerved Ay es | 
known to many yet living, a cold W inter, anda 
long Froſt, ed om Months, and this, 
the Doctors ſay, might check the Infection; but then 
the learned muſt allow me to ſay, that if according 
to their Notion, the Diſeaſe was, as I may ſay, on- 
ly frozen up, it would like a frozen River, have 
returned to its uſual Force and Current when ir 
thaw d, whereas the principal Receſt of this Infection, 
which was from February to April, was after the 
Froſt was broken, and the Weather mild and warm. 

But there is another way of ſolving all this Diffi - 
culty, which I think my own Remembrance of the 
thing will ſupply; and that is, the Fact is not granted, 
namely, .that there died none in rhoſe long Inter- 
vals, viz. from the i20** of December to the gi of 
February; and from thence ro the 224 of * 
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The Weekly Bills are the only Evidence on the other 
_ Hide, and thoſe Bills were not of Credit enough, at 

teaft with me, to e an Hypotheſis, or determine 
a Queſtion of ſuch Importance as this: For it was 
our receiv d Opinion at that time, and I believe upon 
very good Gronnds, that the Fraud lay in the Pariſh 
Often, Searchers, and Perſons ap E to give 
Account of the Dead, and what Diſeaſes they died 
of: And as People were very loth at firſt to have 
che Neighbours believe their Houſes were infected, 
ſo they gave Money to procure, or otherwiſe pro- 
cur'd the dead Perſons to be return'd as dying of 
other Diſtempers; and this I know was raid 
afterwards in many Places, I believe 1 might ſay in 
all Places, where the Diſtemper came, as will be 
ſeen by the vaſt Encreaſe of the Numbers plac'din 


the Weekly Bills under other Articles of Diſeaſes, 


during the time of the Infection: For Example, in 
the Month of July and Auguſt, when the Plague was 
coming on to its higheſt Pitch; it was very ordinary 
to have from a thouſand to twelve hundred, nay to 
 almoſt' fifteen Hundred a Week of other Diſtem- 
pers; not that the Numbers of thoſe Diſtemper 
were really encreaſed to ſuch a Degree: But the 
great Number of Families and Houſes where really 
the Infection was, otain'd the Favourto have their 
dead be return'd of other Diſtempers to prevent the 
fhurting up their Houſes. For Example, 


Dead of other Diſeaſes beſides the! Plague 


From the 18th to the 2fth July —— 94: 

OO + to the 1ſt Auguſt —— 1004 
to the 8th ——— 1213 

| to the 1ifth —— 13439 

= | to the 22d . 13 
* T0ð the 29k .xʃñM.¶ 139 
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to the 5th KOI I2 
to the 12h k-;!(? 22 
©» tO the 19hkkpu!ĩ 1132 
* 0 9 "00" the 26th —— "wr 


Now! it was not doubted, but che greateſt * 
of theſe, or a great part 1 lead 0 he 
Plague, but the Officers were ee with to return 
them as above, and the Numbers of ſome particular 
Articles of Diſtempers diſcover'd is, as follow] 


From the iſt to the 8th of Aug. to the 15th. tothe : 22. tothe 29. 
Fever 314 . . 383 


— — — — 


663 743 69 780 


From ail r9thto the 5th Sept. tothe 12. obe 19. ede 6. 
| Fever 364 33 309 268 
Spotted Fever 157 2” =ox-- 6} 
rnehr 768: - 45 . 
Teeth 138 12 121 112 


728 602 580 "By 


| There were ene ooh Articles which ns a 
Proportion to theſe, and which it is eaſy to perceive, 
were increaſed on the ſame Account, as Aged, Con- 
ſumptions, Vomitings, Impoſthumes, Gripes, and the 
like, many of which were not doubted to be infecC- 
ted Peo by - but as it was of the utmoſt Conſequence - 
to Families not to be known to be infected, if it was 
poſſible ts avoid it, fo they took all the meaſures 
they could to have it not believ'd; and if an nc © 
in their Houſes to get them return'd to the E 
„„ TT 


we 


— 


ners, and by the Searchers, as having died of other 
This, 1 ſay, will account for the long Interval, 
which, as I baus ſaid, was between the dying of the 
firſt Perſons that were returend in the Bill to be 


per ſpread p* nx W and could not be conceal'd. 

Beſides, the Weekly Bills themſelves at that time 
evidently diſcover this Truth; for while there was 
no Mention of the Plague, and no Increaſe, after it 
had been mentioned, yet it was apparent, that there 
was an Encreaſe of thoſe Diſtempers which bor. 


Twelve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever in a Week, 
when there were none, or but very few of the Plague; 
, whereas before One, Three, or Four, were the ordi- 
nary Weekly Numbers of that Diſtemper; likewiſe, 
wx obſerved before, the Burials increaſed Weekly 
in that particular Pariſh, and the Pariſhes adjacent, 
more than in any other Pariſh, altho' there were none 
: fer downot the Plague; all which tells us, that the 
Infection was handed on, and the Succeſſion of the 
Diſtemper really preſerv'd, tho? it ſeem'd to us at 
that time to be ceaſed, and to come again in a man- 
6 — . 
It might be alſo, that the Infection might remain 
in other parts of the ſame Parcel of Goods which at 


opened, or at leaſt not fully, or in the Cloths of the 
firſt infected Perſon; for I cannot think, that any 


and mortal Degree for nine Weeks together, and 
ſupport his State of Health ſo well, as even not to 
diſcover it to themſelves ; yet if it were fo, the Ar- 


ing; namely, that the Infection is retain'd in Bodies 
apparently well, and convey d from them to thoſe they 
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dead of the Plague, and the time when the Diſtem- 


dered neareſt upon it, for Example there were Eight, 


firſt it came in, and which might not be perhaps 


Body could be ſeiz d with the Contagion in à fatal 


gument is the ſtronger in Favour of what I am ſay- 


con- 


te PLAGUE. 7 239 
ith. while it is known anos 95 


nor the other. 

Great were the Confulions at that time \ this = 
very Account; and when People began to be con- 
vinc'd. that the Infection was receiv'd in this ſur- 


riſing manner -from Per —— well, they 


to he exceeding ſhie lous of every one 


that came near them. Once in a anden Day, whe- 


ther a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in 
lng ate Church ima Pew full of People, on a ſud- 
© fancy'd ſhe ſmelt an ill Smell, immediately 


ſhe fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whiſpers her 


Notion or Suſpicion to the next, then riſes and 


goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the 
next, and ſo to them all; and ev Then of them, and 


of the two or three adjoini ws, got up and 


went out of the — no y knowing what 


it was offended them or from whom. 


This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with 5 
one Preparation or other, ſuch as the old Women 


directed, and ſome perhaps as Phyſicians directed, in 
— by the Breath of others; 


inſomuch that if we came to go into a Church, 


order to prevent In 


when it was any t full of People, there would 


be ſuch a Mixture of Smells at the Entrance, that ir | 
was much more ſtrong, tho' perhaps not ſo whole- 
ſome, than if you were going into an Apothecary's 


or Druggiſt's Shop; in a Word, the whole Church 


was like a ſmelling Bottle, in one Corner it was all 
Perfumes, in another Aromaticks, Balſamicks, and 
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs; in another Salts and 
Ip as every one was furniſh'd for their own n 


Preſervation z hon T obſery'd, that after People were | 
aid, with the Belief or rather 


poſlels'd, a6 7 
Aſſurance, of the Infection being thus carryed on by 
Perſons a 
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arently in Health, the Churches and 
oules were much thinner — than 
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at other times before that they us'd to be; for this 
is to be ſaid of the People of London, that during 
the whole time of the Peſtilence, the Churches or 
Meetings were never wholly ſhut up, nor did the 
People decline coming out to the public Worſhip 
of God, except only in ſome Pariſhes when the Vio- 
lence of the Diſtemper was more particularly in that 
Pariſh at that time; and even then no longer, than 
Feen to be fo: on pon pett ] 
Indeed nothing was more ſtrange, than to ſee 

with what Courage the People went to the public | 
Service of God, even at that time when they were 

afraid to ſtir out of their own Houſes upon any other 
Occaſion; this I mean before the time of Deſpera- 
tion, which I have mention'd already; this was a 
Proof of the exceeding Populouſneſs of the City at 
the time of the Infection, notwithſtanding the great 
Numbers that were gone into the Country at the 
Arſt Alarm, and that fled out into the Foreſts and | 
Woods when they were farther terrifyed with the 
extraordinary Increaſe of it. For when we came to 
fee rhe. Crouds and Throngs of People, which ap- 


4 b - 
” 


pear'd on the Sabbath Days at the Churches, and I 


eſpecially in thoſe parts of the 'Town where the 
Plague was abated, or where it was not yet come 
to its Height, it was amazing. But of this I ſhall 
ſpeak again preſently ; I return in the mean time 
to the Article of infecting one another at firlt ; 
before People came to right Notions: of the Infc- 
ction, and of infecting one another, People were 
only ſhye of thoſe that were really ſick, a Man with 
a Cap upon his Head, or with Cloths round his Neck, 
 avbich was the Caſe of thoſe that had Swellings there; 
ſuch was indeed frightful: But when we ſaw a Gentle 
man dreſs d, with his Band on and his Gloves in his 
Hand, his Hat upon his Head, and his Hair comb'd, 
of ſuch we had not the leaſt Apprehenſions b ar 
"7 e People 
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eople corverſe a great while freely, eſpecially with = 
their Neighbours and ſuch as they bew. But when \ 


the Phyſicians aſſured us, that the was as 
well from Bound that i the ſeeming 8) ound, as he 
Sick; and that thoſe People, who than ht themſelves 
entirely free, were oftentimes the moſt fatal; and that 
it came to be generall . rſtood, that People were 
ſenſible jr penn and: the reaſon of it: Then I f; 
they began to be jealous of every Body, and a vaſt 
Number of People lock'd themſelves up, ſo as not 
to come abroad into any Company at all, nor ſuf+ - 
fer any, that had been af abroad in promiſcuous Com- 
pany, to come into their Houſes, or near them; at 


not ſo near them, as to be within theReach of | | 


their Breath, or of any Smell from them; and when 

they were oblig'd to converſe at a Diſtance with” 
Strangers, they would always have-Preſervatives in 
their Mouths, and about their Cloths to Ne and 
keep off the Infection. 

It muſt be acknowledg d, that whet People began 
to uſe theſe Cautions, they were leſs expoſed to 
Danger, and the Infe&tion did not break into ſuch - 
Houſes ſo furiouſly as it did into others before, 
and thouſands of Families were preſerved, Fon Mþ 
with due Reſerve to the Direction of Divine" Prov: 
dence, by that Means. 

But it was impoſſible to beat any thing into che 


Heads of the Poor, they went on with the uſual Im- 


E of their Tempers full of Outcries "ad 
amentations when taken, but madly" careleſs of 
themſelves, Fool-hardy and obſtinate, while they 
were well: 1 they could get Employment _ 
puſh'd into an Buſinck : the moſt 

and the moſt 1 to Infection; _ if they — 
ſpoken to, their Anſwer would ay 1 muſt truſt io 
God for that; if I am taken, then 7 __ forg 
and there is an End of me, and the like : Tnvs, 
N * e W 
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good have the Plague as periſh for. want. 1 baue u 
mort, whot could. 7 to? E dothises beg; Sup- 
Poe eons the dead, or attending the. Sick, 
ing i Houſes, which were all i. 
| rible Ha but their Tale e ame. 
It is true Neceflity was a very fable warran- 
table Plea, and nothing could be z bur their 
way of Talk was much the ſame, where the Neceſ- 
ſities were not the ſame: This adventurous Con- 
duct of the Poor was that which brought the Plague 
among them in a moſt furious manner, — 
3 „„ 
Was the realon WAY t 5 
for I cannot ſay, I could obſerve 2 — 
among them, I mean the labouring Poor, 
while hay rene well and rung Money, _ 
there was „hut as laviſh; as . 
as thoughtleſs for to Morrow] Es ſo when 
they came to be taken ſick, they were * 
I i the e Diſtreſs as well. for want, 
2 as well for lack * Food, as. — 


15 Miſery of hs Pace L had. many Oc Occaſions 
to be an Eye-witne(s of, and ſometimes alſo of the 
charitable Aſſiſtance that ſome pious People 1 

pare to ſuch, ſending them Relief and Supp 

th of Food, Phyſick and other Help, as they 
they wanted; os indeed it is a Debt — Juftice due 
to the Temper of the People of that Day to — 
Notice here, that not only great Sums, very 
Sums of Money were charitably ſent to the = 
Mayor and en for. the Adiftance and Sup- 
port of — or diſtemper d People; but abundance 
of private People daily diſtributed large Sums of 
_ — their Relick, and ſent. People about to 
| 47 the Condition of particular diſtreſſed and 

ed Families, and relieved them; nay ſora pious 
Lathe were ſo — with Zeal in ſo good a 


D 


or 25 


_ vidence in Diſtharge of the g Duty of Charity, 
that they went about in p diſtriduring Alms to 
the Poor, and even viſiti ; tho 

and infected in their very 

to attend thoſe that wanted Mtencling, 


Apothecuties and Surgeons, t 
wth Drugs or Pluto, and duch things | as 
Wanted and the laſt to lance and dreſs. the. 


and 'T where ſuch were 7 
ing tben Mel 223228 — 
to them, as well ax hearty Prayers for them. 

I wilt not undertalx to fay, 23 ſome do, that none 


of theſs charirable People were ſuffered kee T 


the Calamity inſelf 5 but this I may ſay, that I ne- 
ver knew any one of them that miſcurried, which 
I mention for the Encouragement © 

of the like Diftreſsz and doubtleſs, if they thus give 


to the Poor, lent to the Lord, and be will ripay bam; 


thoſe that hazard their Lives to give to the Po, 
and to comfort and aſſiſt re 


as thi ho to he in the Work. - 
| Nor ge Chariy — — 


few; bu ow lightly ——— 
ly in a camo quit mis heim) 
the Charity bars — in the City and Sub- 


urbs as 8008 the Country, was "fo great, 
Word, 2 prodigions Number of People, 
otherwiſe inevitably have 


as Sickneſs, were ſupport 
tho' I could never, nor I believe: 
to a full Knowledge of what was ſo 
yet I do bet | 


who muſt 


is; and 


and ſubfted by 


Thouſand Pounds contribured, hut 


Bange thouſand Pounds, to the Neliaf of the Foor 
of this diſtreſſed aſficted Cy; fer: Fo Man — 


me ne that he * 5 _— 
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ere, chat as 1 heard one ſays "that was | 
Fe critical Obſerver of that Parr, ther was not 8 
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24  Maivtorn nor 
fand Pounds a Week, which was diſtributed by the 
by the Lord Mayor andthe Aldermen in the ſeveral 
Wards and Precinkts, and by the particular Direction 
ofthe Court and of the Juſtices reſpectively in the parts 
where they reſided ; over and above the — Che 
cee by pious Hands in the manner I ſpeak 
of, and this continued for Weeks together 
I confeſs this is a very great Sum; but if it be 
true, that there was diſtributed in the Pariſh of 
* een 17800 Pounds in one Week to the 
Relief of the Poor, as T heard reported, and which 
really believe was true, the other may not be im- 


l was. doubtleſs to be reckon'd among the many 
ſignal good Providences which attended this great 
| „ and of which there were many other worth re- 
cording, | I - ſay, this was a very remarkable one, 

that it pleaſed God thus to move the Hearts of the 

People in all parts of the Kingdom, ſo chearfully to 
contribute to the Relief and Support of the poor 


at London; the good ee ef of which were 
felt many ways, and particularly in | ag, eg Sik 
Lives and recovering the Health of fo many thou- 
ſands, and keeping ſo many 'Thouſands of Families 
And now I am talking of the merciful Diſpoſition 
of Providence in this time of Calamity, I cannot 
but mention again, tho' I have ſpoken ſeveral times 
of it already = Pye mar, + * of the 
Progreſſion of t 3 how it bi at one 
end of the Town, and — grodually and flow- 
ly from one Part to another, and like a dark Cloud 
that paſſesoverour Heads, which as it thickens and 
overcaſts the Air at one End, clears up at the 
other end: So while the Plague went on raging from 
Weſt to Eaſt, as it went forwards Eaſt, it abated 
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Town, which were not ſeiz'd, or who were le 


and where it had ſpent its Fury, were (as it were) 


Vert, to help and aſſiſt the other; whereas had the 
Diſtemper ſpread it ſelf over the whole City and 


Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, as it has 


done fince in ſome Places abroad, the whole Body 
of the People muſt have been overwhelmed,and there 
would haye died twenty thouſand a Day, as they 


 fay there did at Naples, nor would the People have 


been able to have help'd or aſſiſted one another. 
For it muſt be obſery d that where the Plague was 


in its full Force, there indeed the People were very —_ 


miſerable, and the Conſternation was inexpreſſiblẽ. 


o 
ry 


But a little before it reach'd even to that place, or 
prelendly after it was gone, they were quite another 
Sort of People, and 1 cannot but acknowledge, that 


there was too much of that common Temper of 


Mankind to be found among us all at that time; 


8 —_— to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger 
1h "PIE: 


: "But I ſhall come to ſpeak of that part 


It muſt not be forgot here to take ſome Notice 
of the State of Trade, during the time of this com- 
mon Calamity, and this with reſpect to Foreign 
Trade, as alſo to our Home- trade. 


As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be 
ſaid; the trading Nations of Europe were all afraid 


of us, no Port of France, or Holland, or Spain, or 


 Htaly would admit our Ships or correſpond with us; 


indeed we ſtood on ill Terms with the Dutch, and 
were in à furious War with them, but tho* in 
a bad Condition to fight abroad, who had fuch 


dreadful Enemies to ſtruggle with at Home. 


Our Merchants a were at a full Stop, 
their Ships could go no where, that is to fay to no 


place abroad; their EN and Merchandiſe, 
f NED 2 8 LES 1 : £ 3 If OY % ; that 
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thing but what the Neceſſity of Affairs r 
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that is to Gy, of ow Growth, 1 
2050 ere A much a 
| were of our 
for our woolen 3 oe are "ap 
tive of Infeftion-as human Bodies, and if ps 
by Perſons infected would receive the 
be as ous to touch, as 4 Man would be that 
ted ; and therefore when any Englih Veſſel 
_ arriv'd in Forcign Countries, if they did take the 
8 Shore, they 0 cauſed the Bales to 
be opened and air d in Places appointed for. that 
Purpoſe: But from Londons they would not ſuffer 
them to come into Port, much leſs o unlade their 
Goods upon any Terms whatever; and this 
was eſpecially us d with them in Spain and hah in 
 Thrkeyand the Iſlands of the Hrcbesindeed as they are 
cala, AS ** thoſe belonging to the Turks as to the 
Penetians, . Ne not ſo very rigid; in the ſirſt 
there was no Obſtruction at all; and four Ships, which 
were then in the River loading for ltah, chat is 
for Leg born and Naples, being denyed Froduct, as they 


call it, went on to Turkey, and were freely ad 


” 


to unlade their Cargo without any Difficulty, obly | 


that when they arriy'd there, ſome of their Carga 


was not fit for Sale in that Country, and other 


Parts of it being conſignd to Merchants at Leg 
the Captains of the Ships had na Right nor mene l 
ders to diſpoſe of the Goods; fa t Incon« 
8 lowed to the Merchants. Rt this this was no⸗ 


the Merchants at Leghory and at Naples 5 Nos 
tice given them, ſent again from thence: to take 
Care of the Effects, which were 
fign'd to thoſe Ports, and to 


Smyrna and Scanderoow, = 
The Inconveniences in Spain and. Hemp were 


WM greater; for they a * no means, ſuffer 4 


| won ban 


ck'dup 
wy 


N Be yo En hes ps eh th hi 


requir'd, und 


ly con- 
being back in other 
Ships ſuch as were improper for. the Markets at 


8 


de burmt, and 


be P LACGCUR 


our Ships, cler Fb, rei Landon, a anc 


n EE 
was a rt, one of our | 
Stealth l her r Was 

Bales of Engliſh yes, and ſuch 
like Goods, E all the Goods to 
the Men with Death who 
vere concern d in carrying them on Shore. This I 
believe was in Part true, tho' I do not affirm it: But it 
is not at all unlikely, the Danger was real- 

Iy very'S great, the Late ſo violent in Los- 
1 heard likewiſe that the P © was carryed into 
thoſe Countries by ſome of II and 
cual to the Por of Faro in the Kingdom 3 Ah 
garue, belonging to gof Portugal; 
oe Perſons died of it there, bur ic was not cons 

rm' 

On the other Hand, tho' the: Soltalands acid Pars 
tugueſe were ſo ſhie of us, it is moſt certain, that the 
Plague, as bas been ſaid, keeping at firſt much ar 
that end of the Town next inter, the mer» 
chandiſing part of the Town, ſuch as the City and 
the Water- ſide, was perfectly ſound, till at leaſt the 
Beginning of July; and 1 Ships in the River till 
n of paſs for to the 3 8 
there had died but ſeven within the whole ity, 
2 er ee 1 _ — in all 
the Pariſhes tepney, and bite - C hap-- 
pel; and but two in all the * Pariſhes of btb. 
wark, But it was the fame thing abroad, for 'the 
bad News was one over the ole World, that 
the City of London was infected with the Plague; 
and there was no inquiring there, how 2 


tion proceeded, or at which part of the Town it 


* or was reach d too | 
es, after it began to ſpread, at ine ſs 


lat, and the Bills grew ſo gh all on a ſudden, 
R 4 that 
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that it was to no p porpae olſen the Repor of fi 


ot endeavour to make the People abro — 1 ; 
better than it was, the Account which the Week- 1 
by Bills gave in was ſufficient and that there died it 
two thouſand to three or four thouſand a Week, was ir 
ſufficient to alarm the whole trading part of the ti 
World, and the 167 1e time being ſo dreadful | 
alſo in the very City it ſelf, put the whole World, | di 
7 ſay, upon their Guard againſt it. nin 
Lou may be ſure alſo, that the Rer f theſe Pl: 
things loſt nothing in the — & 
. 2a very terrible, and the Diſtreſs of the Peo cople ” Fl 
very as you'may obſerve by what I have fad: ver 
Bur the Rumor was infinitely greater, and-it muſt to 
not be —.— d, that our Friends abroad, as my in 
Brother Correſpondents in particular were told ers Wa: 
namely i in Portugal and Italy where he chiefly traded, der: 
that in London there died twenty thouſand in a Week; and 
that the dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps; that ing. 
the living were not ſufficient to bury the dead, | A 
or the Sound to look after the Sick; that all that 
the Kingdom was infected likewiſe,” ſo that it was alſo 
an univerſal Malady, ſuch as was never heard of in well 
thoſe parts of the World; and they could hardly dang 
E when _ ave them an Account how Sme 

| — vs how there was not above that 

| my enth part of the Pe dead z that there was Cont 
Fo0000 left tha that lived all the time in the Town; fectir 
that now the *. — to walk the Streets Gooc 
again, and thoſe, who were fled, to return; there be lot 
| was no Miſs of the uſual Throng of people in the 2 Tr: 
Streets, 3 every Family might miſs their Re- themi 
| lations and N akon ain the like; I ſay they could Id 
not believe theſe things; and if Enquiry were now done, 
to be made in Naples, or in other Cities on the doubt. 
Coaſt of Italy, they would tell you that there was Caſe c 

8 er e in Len. ple of 


401 bag 2 Faure Wit 
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in Which dr above, there died Twenty Thouſand 
ina Wee * && Juſt as we have had it reported in 
pare) oF erp P 


-inthe Year 1 656, in which there died 20000 People 
in a Day, of which I nv nd yay good Sari 


tion, that it was utterly falſe 
But theſe extray 


in themſelves; for it was a long Time after the 
Plague was quite oyer, before our Trade could re- 

cover it ſelf in thoſe parts of the World; and the 

ws and Dutch, bur eſpecially the laſt, made 

great 2 of it, having all the Market 

: 0 themſelves, and even buyi 
in the Parts of England where the Plague 

was not, 252 them to Holland, and Flan- 


ders, and from rhence tranſporting them to Spain, 


and to Baß, as if they had been their own mak- 


in 

Bur they were detected Gin: and puniſh'd, 
that is to ſay, their Goods confiſcated, and Ships 
alſo; for if it was true, that our Manufaftures, as 
well as our People, were inſected, and that it was 
dangerous to touch or to o 
Smell of them; then thoſe People ran the hazard by 
that clandeſtine Trade, not only of ing the 
Contagion into their own Country, but alio of in- 
fecting the Nations to whom 3 with thoſe 
Goods; which, eg Yar! Soonm Lives might 
be loſt in Conſequence of ſuch an Aﬀion, mult be 


themſelves to be concern'd in. 


done, I mean of that Kind, by thoſe People: But I 
doubt, I need not make an " ſuch Proviſo in the 
op of our own Country; for either by our Peo- 
15 of London, or by the Sa der; which made 
eir 9 with all 3 of People in every 

f County, 


Fa. 


i 
nat — 


lague in the Civol NS | 


t Kovacs were V preju - 
dicial to our Trade as well as unjuſt m— | 


our Manufa&ures | 


and receive the 


2 Trade that no . of Conſcience cauld ſuffer 


I do not take ux me to ſay, that any harm was 


_ 
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Coun ty, and of every = Te ge AT 
6525 oy, by ths means he Plays e 1 
over the Kingdom, as well in London as 
P all fass N and great Tons, N in the 
E gong ufacturing Towns, Me Pes . ſo 
that firſt or u eh all the Conlidenble Places in Eng- 
land were viſited more or leſs, and the om of 
Ireland in ſome Places, but nor fo univerſally; how 
it far'd with the * in Scotland, Lhd oer. 


reunity to er 
It i is to be « , that while the P 


lind and Homburgh, the 1 ot the. 
cent Counties for ſeveral Months after the 
with London was. as it were. entirely ſhat up; libe· 
wiſe the Cities of Brifol and Exeter with the Port 
of Plymouth, had the like Advantage to Spain, to 
the Caparies, to Guinea,, and to the Weſt. Indies, 
and particularly to Ireland; 1 ＋ as the Plague ſpread 
it {elf every way after it had been in London, to ſuch 
a Degree as it was in Auguſt and September. Jo all, 
or moſt of thoſe Cities and Towns were infected 
firſt or laſt, and then Trade was as it were under a 
eneral Embargo, or at a full ſtop, as I ſhall ob- 
Eve farther, When I ſpeak of our 1 Trade. 
One thing however —_ be. ebe As * 
1 coming in from Abr ou 3 
ure did, ſome, who were out in l Parts wings the orld 
a conſiderable while Bae and ſome who when they 
went out knew . of an Infection, or at leaſt of 
one ſo terrible; e came up the River boldly, 
and delivered Re 5 as they were 22 to 
Sep- 
| m4 


0 except juſt in che two ene Wes 
TE e 


"uw 
> 


3 
* 
Io 


e 


t for a fe Weeks, the Homewa, 
eſpecially fuch whale Cargoes were not liable to 
ſpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, ſhort of Tus 

OOL. *;'or freſh Water 


partof the River,. even 


a5 low as the River Medway, where ſeveral of them . 


ran in, and others. lay at the Nore, and in the Hope 
below Graveſend ; So that by the latter end of Ofte-, 
ler, there was 2 very great Fleet of Home ward 
bound Ships to come up, ſuch as the like bad not 
been Aeon Ion many. Lean. 15 
..'Two 
| Curiage all. the while of the Infection, and that 
with little or no Interruption, very much to the 
Advantage and Comfort of the poor diſtreſſed Peo- 
br Gor and the de, Trade for Corb. 
or | rade tor als. 
The firſt of theſe was particular 


1 he firſt of thei ly carried on by 
ſmall Veſſels, from the Port of 


. 
- 


of Corn were brought in from Yorkſhire and Lin- 


and from . Jarmonth, all in the fame 


Coaſt of Kent and Effex. - 


There was alſo a very good 
of Fuffall with Corn, Butter and Cheeſe; theſe 
Veſſels kept a conſtant Courſe of Trade, and with- 
out Interruption came up to that Market known 
— — — — — 

* That Part of the River where the Ships Ive up when they 
come Home, is call'd the Pool, and takes in all the River on both 


particular Trades were carried on by Water 


Boas) | xl, and other 


colnſhire. * The other part of this Corn-Trade was 
from aun in Norfolk, from Wells, and 3 . 


a 1 n was from 2 River Medway, +4 
rom Milton, Feverſbam, Margate, and Sandwich, 
and all the other little Places and Ports round the 


1 the Water, from the Tower to Cucinli s Point, and Limes 
"8 _ 


5 in Pulis for a lrg 28. $54 comitncd 
vard bound Ships, 


n 


/ 
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- ill by the Name of Baar Ley, where they ſupply d hi 
the Cy plentifully with 2 when Land bs. : 
age began to fail, and when the People began to P. 
be ſick of coming from many Places in the Country. a 
This alſo was much of it owing to the Pru- ti 
dence and Conduct of the Lord Mayor, who took th 
ſuch care to the Maſters and Seamen from ke 
Danger, when they came up, cauſing their Corn to O 
de bought off at any time they wanted a Market, bu 
5 which however was very ſeldom) and cauſing the co 
Jorn- Factors immediately to unlade and deliver the w] 
Veſſels loaden with Corn, that they had very little ſta 
occaſion to come out of their Ships or Veſſels, the * 
Money W carried on Board to them, and cle 
1 ail of Vinegar before it was cur- th: 
The ſecond Trade was, that of Coals from New- > 
caſtle upon Tyne; without which the City would Pa 
bave been greatly diſtreſſed; for not in the Streets _ 
only, but'in 8 Houſes and Families, 8 * 
Quantities of Coals were then burnt, even all the the 
Summer long, and when the Weather was hotteſt, th 
which was done by the Advice of the Phyſicians ; = 
ſome indeed e it, and inſiſted that to keep my 
the Houſes and Rooms hot, was à means to propa- Fir 
gate the Diſtemper, which was a Fermentation and veu 
= already in the Blood, that it was known to 


ſpread, and increaſe in hor Weather, -and abate in 


cold, and therefore they alledg'd that all contagious WM 
Diſtempers are the worſe for Heat, becauſe the Con- co 
tagion was nouriſhef, and gain'd Strength in hot W. 
Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat. Ca 


Others ſaid, they granted, that Heat in the Cli- Shi 
mate might propagate Infection, as ſultry hot Wea- the 


ther fills the Air with Vermine, and nouriſhes innu- fa 
merable Numbers, and Kinds of venomous Creatures, WW «1. 


which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and. eyen in chor 
our Bodies, by the very ſtench of which, Infection | 
= . may 


8 
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ed; alſo, that heat in the Air, or 
— 2 cather, — we ordinarly call it, makes Bo- 


dies relax and faint, exhauſts the Spirits, opens the 
Pares, and makes us more apt to receive Infection, 


or any evil Influence, be it from noxious — 2 


tial Vapors, or any other Thing in the Air: But 
that the heat of Fire, and eſpecially of Coal Fires 
kept in our Houſes, or near us, had a quite different 
Operation, the Heat being not of the ſame Kind, 
but I tending not to nouriſh but to 
co and diſſipate all thoſe noxious Fumes, 
which. he other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and 
ſtagnated, than ſeparated, and wg tr ns, of 


was alledg'd, that the ſulphurous and nitrous Parti- 


cles, that are often to be in the Coal, with 
that bituminous Subſtance which burns, are all a- 
ſiſting to clear and purge the Air, and render it 
wholſom and fafe to breath in, after- the noctious 
Particles as above are diſpers d a durnt up. 


The latter Opinion prevail'd at that "ime, and 
as I muſt confeſs I think with good Reaſon, and 


the Experience of the Citizens confirm'd it, many 


Houſes which had conſtant Fires kept in the Rooms, 


having never been infected at all; and I muft join 


my Experience to it, for I found the k — 
Fires — our Rooms ſweet and ng Si do 
verily believe made our whole F amily lo, more than 


would otherwiſe have been. 


| Bur 1 return to the Coals as a Trade, it was with: ; 
no little difficulty that this Trade was kept open. 


and particularly becauſe as e were in an open 


War with the Dutch, at that Time, the Dach 


Capers at firſt took a great many of our Collier 
Ships, which made the reſt cautious, and made 
them to ſtay to eome in Fleets together: But aſter 


ſome time, the Capers were either afraid to take 


them, or their Maſters, the States, were afraid they 


ſhould, and 1 them, leſt the Plague ſhould be- 


among 


1 
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. _— which made them fare the bet- 
Ze u ity of thoſe Northern Traben, the 
2oal Ships were order'd by my Lord Mayor, not 
to come up into the Prei above a certain umber 
at a Time, and order'd Lig and other Veſſels, 
ſuch as the Wood-mongers, that is the ec] 
„or Coal-Sellers farniſhed, to go 
| take our che Coals as low Bet and Ge. 
5 n 5 
Others dcliver'd great Quantities 
ticular Places, 
Shoar, as at Greenwich, Blackway, 
raging phony cr aan or mf bue 
were then fetch'd away, after the Ships which 
brought them were gone; ſo that the Seamen had 
no unication with * nor ſo 


Ne e. 
Yet all this Caution could not pre- 
che Cin, 


vent the ing 
| that is to ſay, amon th Ships, by which a great 
Seamen died of it; and that which was till 
worle, was, that they carried it down to Jpfwich, 
and Yarmouth, to Neweaſtle upon Tyne, and other 
Places on the Coaſt z where, ally at Newtaftlt 
eee ant it carried e Number of 
p 1 
The making ſo many Fires as above, did indeed 
conſume an unuſual Quantity of Coals; 5 
on one or two ftops of the Ships coming up, whe- 
ther by contrary Weather, or by rhe Interruption 
of Enemies, 1 do not remember, but che Price of 
Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 4]. a2 
Chalder, but it ſoon abated when the Ships -came 
in, and as afterwards they bad a freer Paſſage, the 
Price was very reaſonable all the reſt of that Year. 
The publick Fires which were made or theſe 


bs as I ave calculated it, muſt RO 
1 1 ae 


One at che Cuſtom W te, one 
at th, i Ojo —.— 


_ Black. Friers, and one at the Gate of Bridemei, one 
at the Corner of Laadenbal Street, and Grace-church, 
one at the North, and one at the South Gare of the 
Royal Exchange, one at Guild Halli and one at 
 Blackwelk-hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayer's Door, 
in St. Helens, one at the Weſt Entrance in- 
to St. Pau s, and one at the Entrance into Bow 
Church: I do not remember whether there was any 
"—_— Gates, but one ar the Bridge foot there 
ſt by St. Magzzes Church. 
" T know, fore. have d fince that at the 
Prop, be: and ſaid, that there died the more 
„ beeauſe of thoſe. Fires; bur I am perſuaded 
| © that ſay ſo, offer no Evidence to prove it, 
— 4 believe it on any Account whatever. 
It remains to give ſome Account of the State of 
Trade at home in Exgland during this dreadfut 
Time, and particularly as it relates to the Manufac+ 
tures, and the Trade inthe City: At the firſt break- 
1 the r eee e ES | 
ppoſe, a very great frighe the People, 
conſe 9 1 rt op of Trade ;- * in 
Proviſions ding eceſſaries of Life; and even in 
thoſe Things, as there was a vaſt Number of Nr 
fled, and a very great Number 
the "Number which died, {a there could. not — 2 — 
above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Con 
ſumption of Proviſions in the City as uſed —_— 


_— 


— * * * 
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i pleas'd God, to ſend a very 


which means, Bread was c 


Plenty of Corn: Fleſh was e 


the Scarcity of Graſs; ve Bk nd Cheeſe were 
— the ſame Reaſon, and Hay in the Market 
Juſt beyond. hite-C hape Bars, was fold at 4 I. per 
| . But that affected not the Poor; there was 
a moſt exceſſive Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, ſuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes; and 


were the cheaper, becauſe of the want of Peo- 
ple; but this made the Poor eat them to excels, and 


this brought them into Fluxes, of the Guts, 
Ur Surfeits, and the like, which — 8 


into the Plague. 
But to come to Matten of Trade; firſt, Foreign 


Exportation being ſtopt, or at leaſt very much in- 


and rendred difficult z 


a 
ofall thoſe Manufactories followed of e wh 


were uſually bought for Exportation; and tho ſome- 
. Merchants Abroad were importunate for 
yet little was ſent, the Paſſages being fo 


. " top'd, that the Engliſh Ships would not 


admitted, as is ſaid already, into heir Port. 


This put a ſtop to the Manufactures, that were 


for Exportation in moſt Parts of England, except in 


ſome out Ports; and even that was ſoon ſtop'd, 


for they all had the Pla — — Turn : But tho' 
this was felt all over yet what was ſtill 
worſe, all Intercourſe of 3 Conſump- 


tion of Manufactures, * thoſe which uſu- 


ally circulated thro' the Londoners Hands, was ſop 'd 


at once, the Trade of the City being ſtop'd. 


All Kinds of Handicrafts in the City, c. Trades 
men and Mechanicks, were, as I have ſaid be- 
fore, out of Employ, and this occaſion d the putting 


off, and diſmiſſing an innumerable Number of Jour- 
ney- men, and da en of * Sorts, ſccing no- 


thing 


lettiful Year of 
| Corn and Fruit, but — 2 One by 
by Reaforr of the 
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thing was done relating to ſuch Trades 


mi ht be ſaid to be abſolutely. neceſſary. | 9225 
his cauſed the Multitt de of Ang — is 
9 alſd of Families, 


London to be unprovided for; as 


— 2 — — —— ˙ 7x * · ˖ — — pm 
— > 
ett rn. ogra 
— 


— 


r _ - - Ne 
eee : 
- 2 2 


whoſe livi 1 pet the: Labour of the i 
Heads of thoſe amilies; 1 ſay, this reduced them 'l 
to extream Miſe 15 — 1 muſt confeſs it is for the 4 
Honour of the and will = for 1 
many Ages, as * is to be ſpoken of, that . | 
they were able to ſupply with charitable Proviſion, 1 


the Wants of ſo many Thouſands of thoſe as after- 
wards fell ſick, and were diſtreſſed; fo that it may 
be ſafely y aver'd chat no Body periſhed for Want, 
thar the oy nr: had any notice gien 
chan of 34; 1 
This of" 6ur Mabufagtiii Tn is 
the Count, would have put the Prov there to 
much Difficulties, but that the Maſter- 
Workemen, Clothiets and others; to the uttermoſt of 
their Stocks and Strengtb, on making their 
Goods to keep the Poor at Work, belicving that 
25 ſoon ab the ickneſs ſhould 4550 te, ch would have 
a quick 0 20 Proportion e D oe dof 
their Trade at that Time: But as none bag: thoſe 
Maſters that were rich could do thus, and tbat 
many were poor r and not able, the Manufacturing 
de in Exglesd fofler'd greatly, and che - Poor = 
5 wert | nch all over Englani we the "Calatoiry « of. 
the City-of London only. 4 
L Tr is true, that the next Year made chem full 
amen! by another terrible Calamity upon the City; 
ſo that che City dy one Calamity ittipoveriſhed and 
weakew'd the and by macher Calamity. 
even terrible to of its Kind, chrich'd the Country 7 
and made them again amends: Fot an infinite oO 
tity of, Houſhold Stuff, weari: ee e ther 
Things, "beſides whole Ware. cuſs BIA with! 
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fupp ande oſs: So that, in 

ands in the Nation were ſet on Work, and 

little enou ugh, for ſeveral Years, to ſupply the 
wer 


make a quick Vent for all Sorts o 
there never was known ſuch a Trade all over Eng- 
land for the Time, as was in the firſt ſeven Years 
after the Plague, and after the Fire of London. 


the merciful Part of this terrible judgment: 

laſt Week in September, the Plague ye being come to 

its Criſis, its Fury began, to a . I remember 
ea 
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all Parts of England, were * in the Fire of 
London, the next Year after this terrible Viſitation: 
It is incredible what a Trade ary made all oyer the 


whole Kingdom, to make good the Want, and to 
ort, 


2 and an the Demands; all Forei 7 2 
ets, alſo were empty of our Goods, by the 
Vt had been occaſioned. by the Plague, =. 


fore an open Trade was allow'd. again; and the 


prodigious Demand at Home falling in join'd to 
* boch z fo that 


Ir remains now, that I ſhould ſay ſomething of 
1 he 


my Friend Doctor Heath N "ro. ſee me the 


Week before, told me, he, was nd that the Vio- 


lence of it would aſſwage 1 in a few Days; but when 
I faw the weekly Bill of that Week, which was 
the hi 21 of the whole Year, being 8297 of all 
Diſeaſes, I upbraided him with it, and a{k'd him, 
what = had made his Judgment from? His Anſwer, 


however, was not ſo much to ſeek, as I thought it 


would have been; look Jou; fays be, by the Number: 
which are at this Time ſick and infected, there ſhould 


have been twenty Thouſand dead the laſt Week, in- 
ſtead of eight Thouſand, if the inyeterate mortal Con- 
tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago; for then 


it ordinaril 25 killd in two or three Days, now 
not under Eight or Ten; and then not aboye One 


in Five recovered; whereas I have obſerv'd, chat | 


now not above Two in Five miſcarry; and obſerve 


i, from me, the | next Bill will e 2 940 


Ts i» 5 


all the manufactur- 


* 


but I wi it en 131 chat 2 


on”! the Fight | 
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will ſee many more Peo 
for tho' a vaſt Muſtiry e are now 
| and as man 
will not ſo many die as there did, for the Maligni- 


where in- 


ty of the Diſtemper is abated; adding, that he 4 | 


gan now to h nay. more than hope, that the 
nels hy -- 

accordin d 1t- was, for the next 
Lead, the 

moſt two Thouſand. 


It is true, the Plague 


eek being, as 


was ſtill at a frightful 


h Hei ght, and the next — was no leſs than 6460, and 


che n next to that 720; but ſtill my Friend's Obſer- 
vation was juſt, and it did a fg the People did re- 
cover faſter, and more in Number, than they uſed 


to do; and indeed if it had not been ſo, what had been | 
the Condition of the City of {as} ? for accord= - 
ing to my Friend there were not fewer than lixty 


Thouſand People at that Time infected, whereof, as 

above, 20477 died, and near 49000 recovered; 3 where- 
as had it been as it was betore, Fifty thouſand of 
that Number would very probably have died, if 


not more, and 50000 more would have ſickned; for 
in a Word, the whole Maſs of People began to 
| ficken, and it look'd as if none would eſcape. 


But this Remark of my Friend's appear d more 


evidaht; in a few Weeks more; for the Decreaſe 


went. on, and another Weck in October 1 it decreasd 
1849. So that the Number dead of the Plague 
was but 2665, and the next Week it er 8 
1413 more, and yet it was ſeen plainly, that there 


was ahundance of People ſick, nay abundance more 


than ordinary, and abundance fell ſick every Day, 
but (as above) the Malighi "= of the Diſcale abated. 


Such is the precipitant 
ple, whether it is 74 or not all over the World, 


that's none of my particular Buſineſs to enquire 3 


4 


| — 
\ 
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Pple recover than uſed to doʒ 


every Day fall ſick; yet there 


parat its Criſis, and was going off; and 
the laſt in September, the Bill decreaſed & | 


iſpoſition of our Peo- | 


1 
pd 
, 


5 a8 anxious almoſt to avoid che 
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right of the Infection, they ſhun'd one another, 0 
fled from one another's Houſes, and from the 
| with an unaccountable, and, as I thought; un- 
| rity oh tz ſo now upon this Notion ſpread- 
ing, (viz.) chat the Diſtemper was not {6 catch- 
ing as formerly, and that if irwascatch'd; ir was not 
ſo mortal, and ſteing abundance” of People 
= really fell neck, recover again daily; 
took to ſuch a precipitant Courage, and . 
entirely regard leſs of themſelves, and of the Infec- 
tion, that they made no more of the Plague than 
of an ordinary Fever, nor indeed ſo much; they not 
2 went boldly into Company, with thoſe who 
h 'Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were 
running, and conſequently contagious, but eat and 
We with them, nay into their Houſes to viſit 
chem, and even, as I was told, into their very Cham- 
bers where they lay fick. i 
' This 1 cool not ſee rational my Friend Doe- 
tor Heath allow'd, and it was plain to Experi- 
ence, that the Part be was as catching as ever, 
and as many fell ſick, but only he alledg'd, that ſo 
many of thole that fell fick did not dies. bur Ithink 
that while many did die, and that, at beſt, the Di- 
ſtemper it ſelf was very terrible, the Sores ar 
Swellings very rsd, and the Danger of 
Death not left out of the C ircumſtance of Sickneſs 
tho' not ſo frequent as before; all thoſe thi — 
ther with the exceeding Tediouſneſs of the 
Loathſomneſsof the Diſcaſe, and many — 
were enough to deter any Man living from a dan- 
gerous Mixture with the fick Peopbe, and malte them 
afection as before. 
Nay there was another Thing which made the 
meer catchin or ge the Diſtemper frighrful, and that 
Was the tertib ing of ooh — which 
the Surgeons laid on 5 Swellings eo bring A thei 
Fo. bre and to run; wied out which rhe D nge 


{ 


# 


Ent fftrable Torment of the Swellin 


'Diftemper, terri e raves with the Danger of bring 
bf eh a Relapſe might be more fatal 


plaim and prove that part to them, and which are 
o long to * here. . 
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cath was very great, even to the laſt; alſo the 
which tho? 
it might not make People raving a diſtracted, as 
they were before, 3 iven ſeveral In- 


ſtarices of already, yet yet wy pr Patient to in- 
e Torture; e chat foll into'it, tho? 


: they did eſcape with Life, eee rar 


plaints of che, that had told them there was no Dan- 
ger, and ſadly repented their Raſhneſsand e in ven⸗ 
turing to run into the reach of it. | 
"Nor did this unwary Conduct of the People 
end here, for à great many that thus caſt off their 
Cautions ſaffered more deeply ſtill; and tho“ many 
_ etjmany died; and at leaſt it had this pub- 
Misch hicf attending it, that it made the De- 


f — of Burials — than it would otherwiſe 


have been; for as this Notion run like Lightning 
thro* the City, and People Heads were poſſeſs 
with it, OT foon'as t e firlt great Decreaſe in 
the Bills appear'd, we found, that the two next 
Bills did nar” — in Proportion; ; the Reaſon! ! 
take to be the Peoples running ſo raſhly- into Dan- 
ivin g up all their former Cautions, and Care, 


and a ches the Shyneſs which they uſed to practiſe; de- 


pendi cin tl the Sickneſ Would not reach chem, 
or that if it did, they ſhould not die. x 


The Phyſi co oppos'd this thi cles Ls: 
maur of he Fes je with all their Mighr, and gave 
out printed Ber en ſpreading them̃ all over the 


Gy and Suburbs, dg d the People to continue 
reſerv d, and to uſe fill the utmoſt Caution in their or- 
dinary C onduct, notwithſtanding the Deereaſe of the 


them 
dan- 


80 than the whole. Viſitation that had been 
ys with many Arguments and Reaſons to ex- 


elapſe upon the whole City, and telli 


S 3 But 
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But it was all to no Purpoſe, the audacious Crea | 
tures were ſo poſſeſs d with the firſt Joy, and ſo 


r II Dar Ae « 


Body that came in their I AF: converſe with, 


1m PU * 
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Providence, been preſery'd thro all che heat of that 
Infection. | Fu if; 
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| November 5 and if J might believe the Ph yſicians, 
there was above Ie Thouſand fell fick. that 
Vat moſt of them new Comers too. : 
OH COCK, a Barber in St. Martinsle' 
Grand, was an eminent Example of this; I mean 
of the haſty Return of the People, when the 
Plague was ads This John Cock had left the 
Town with his whole Family, and lock'd up wad 
Houſe, and was gone in the Country, as | 
others did, and finding the Plague ſo decreas'd in 
November, that there died but goy per Week of 
all Diſcaſes, he ventur'd home again; he had in his 
| Family Ten Perſons, that is to ſay, himſelf and 
Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid 
Servantz he had not been return'd to his Houſe 
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and 
4 on his Trade, but the Diſtemper broke out 
in his Family, and within about five Days they all 
died, except one, that is to ſay, himſelf, his Wife, 
all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and ; 
only the Maid remain'd alive. 
But the Mercy of God was greater to the reftthan 
had Reaſon to expect; a the Malignity, as I have 
ſaid, of the Diſtemper wa mat the Contagion 
was ' exhauſted, and ar, the inter Weather came 
on apace, and the Air was clear and cold, with 
ſome ſharp Froſts; and this encreaſing ſtill, moſt of 
thoſe that — 2 fallen ſick recover'd, and the Health 
of the City began to return: There were indeed ſome 
Returns of the Diſtemper, even in the Month of 
December, and the Bills encreaſed near a Hundred, 
but it went off again and fo in a. ſhort while, 
Things began to return to their own Channel. — 
wonderful it was to ſee how populous the Cit F 
all on a ſudden; ſo that a Stranger could | 
mifs the Numbers that were loſt, neither was . — 
miſs of the Inhabitants. as to their Dwellings: Few 
or no APE. Houſes were to be ſeen, or if there 


TY were 
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were ſome, there was no want of "Tenants for *, 
them. 
I wiſh I cou'd ſay, that as the City had a be, 


Face, fo. the Manners of the People had a new Ap- 
oe: I doubt not but there were many that 
| retain'd a ſincere Senſe of their Deliverance, and 
that were heartily thankful to that ſovereigh 5 
that had protected them in ſo dangerous a Time; it 


would be very uncharitablee to judge otherwiſe in 


a City ſo populous, and where the People were ſo 
— « they wers here in the Time of the Viſt- 


tation it ſelf ; but except what of this was to be 
found in particular Families, and Faces, it muſt be 

acknowledg d that the general Practice of the Peo- 
ple was juſt as it was before, and very het Dillivence 
was to be ſeen. 

Some indeed ſaid Things were worls that the 
Morals of the People declin'd from this vere time; 
that the People harden'd by the Danger they bad 
been in, like Sea-men after a Storm 1 over, were 
more wicked and more ſtupid, more bold and 
hardened in their Vices and Immoralities than they 
were before; but I will not carry it ſo far neither: 

It would take up a Hiſtory of no ſmall Length, 
to give a Particular of al the Gradations, by which 
the Courſe of Things in this City came to be re- 
ſtor'd in, and to run in their o Chaonet'ss 

they did before. 

Some Parts of England were now infeftedas violent: 
ly as London had been; the Cities of Norwich, Peter: 


 barough, Linzsoln, Colthefter, and other- Places were, 


now viſited; andthe Magi 


was im We a Ca of Al. 
 Confultations, the Lord Mayof,' and Court of 
| were Wr Ira 


* 


to Zondon, cas Þ 1 


p it: Al "TRY h 


: was to v 8 OT 
tain in Per Houſes, or converſe with an People 7 
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caution the "TP not to enter- 


who Bu d new came from ſuch infected Places. 
mighr is well have talk d to the Air, 
for the People of London thought tbemſelves 0 
e· free pos that they were paſt all Admoniti- 
ons; they ſeem'd to depend upon it, that the Air 
was veſteld, arid that the Airs was like a Man that 
had had the Small Pox, not capable of bei infected 
again; this reviv'd that N Gion, chat the 
was all in the Air, that there was no ſuch t | 
Contagian from the ſick "+ 7 to the Sound; * 
ſo ſtrongly did this Whimſy prevail amo Net 
ple, that they run all together 'promiſcupully pode 


and well; not the Mahametans, who, 
with the Princi le of Predeſtination val 
of 1 it be in what it will, Hor] be 
more 'obifinate than the People of Londas 3 they 
that were perfectly found, and came out of the 
wholeſome Air, as we call it, into the City, made 
nothing of going into the ſame Houſes and Cham 
bers nay even into the ſame Beds, with thoſe that 
had 093 er ey them, and were not reco- 
Some indeed p d for their audacious. Boldnes 
with the Price 0 os Lives; an infinite Num- 
ber fell fick, and the Phyſicians had more Work 
than eyer, only with this Difference, . that more of 
their Patients (Watt z that 1s n 
rally recovered, hut certainly there were — eo- 
ple infected, and fell ſick now, when there did not 


die above a Thouſand, . or Twelve Hundred in a 


og, than there was when. there died Five or 
uſand a Werk; ſo entirely negligent were 
Oo People at that Time, in the great and q; 1 
Caſe of Health and Infection 3 and ſo ill were 
they at ee them for he 8 N e of 
ole. who cautioned hem ; 
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Were 


The People bein thus return d, as it were in 


neral, it was very ſtrange to find, that in their In- 


quiri g after their FN ſome whole Families 


membrance of them left; neither was any Bod 
be found to poſſeſs or ſhew any Title to that 1 — 
they had left; for in ſuch Caſes, what was to be 


found was generally embezzled, Td purloyn'd ſome 


gone one way, ſome another. 


It was faid fuch abandon'd Effects, came t to e 


as the univerſal Heir, upon which we were 1 and 
ſuppoſe it was in part true, that the King 
ſuch as Deodands to the Lord Mayor an an pom 65 


Aldermen of London, to be applied to the uſe of the 
Poor, of whom there were very many: For it is to 
be obſerx d, that tho“ the Occaſions of Relief, and 
the Objects of Diſtreſs were very, many more in the 


Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now 


Aber all Was over; yet the . the 9 2 Was. 


that were 2 was very 2 87 e th 
ity was now very "RY 


reſtor'd, yet Foreign Trade. did not begin to ſtir, 


neither would Foreigners admit our Ships into their 


Ports for a great while; as for the Dutch, the Miſ- 
underſtandings between our Court and them had bro- 
ken out into a War the Year before; ſo Nate our 
Trade that way was wholly interrupted; but Spa E 
and Portugal, Italy and Barbary, as 14110 Hombics VE 
and all the Ports in the Baltict, theſe were all 75 | 

of us a great while, and would not reſtore Trade with 


us for many Months. 


The Pillcmper  fweepin 7 away ſuch Multitudes, 
181 have cer q, 24 | 


Pp 9 uche out Pariſhes 


entirely ſwept away, that there was no Re- 
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were oblig d to make new burying gab be- 
ſides that I have mention d in Bunbil- Fields, ſome. 
of which were continued, and remain in Uſe to 
this Day; but others were left off, and which, I 
3 5 I mention with ſome Reflection, being 
converted into other Uſes, or built upon afterwards, 
the dead Bodies were diſturb'd, abus'd, dug up 
again, ſome even before the Fleſh of them was * 
riſhed from the Bones, and remov'd like Dung or 
Rubbiſh. to other Places; ſome of thoſe which came 
by... the Reach of my Obſervation, are as _ 
ow 

A piece of Ground beyond Coſivel St 
-= Mount-Mill, being ſome of the Remains 
the old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where 
Abutidance were buried promiſcuouſly from the Pa- 
riſhes of Alderſgate, Clerkenwell, and even out of 
the City. This Ground, as I take it, was ſince 
made a rück Garden, and after that has been 


built 
| 2. iece of Ground juſt over r the Black Duck 
as 1 was 3 call'd, at the end of Holloway Lane, 
in Shoreditch Pariſh; it has been ſince made a Yard 
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Uſes, but 
is quite our of Uſe as a burying Ground. | © 
3. The upper End of Hz 1 4 in 1 Biſbopſzate 
80800 which was then a Field, and was ta- 
ken in particularly for EE, Pariſh, tho many 
of the 350 out os the Cit ty brought heit dead 
chither alſo, particularly out of the Pariſh of St. A. 
ballows:on the Vall; 1 Place I cannot mention 
without much Regret, -it was, as I remember, about 
two or three Year after the Plague was ceas d that 
Sir Robert Clayton came to be 2907 eſt of the Ground 
it was reported, d, how true I know not, that it fell 
to the King for want of Heirs, all thoſe who had 
any Right to it being carried off by the Peſtilence, 
ad. | Sir Faber? A. oben » Gran of is 
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from king Charles II. But however be came Wy 
it, certain it is, the Ground was let ont” to build 
on, or built upon by his Order: Thie firft Houſe 
built upon it was a large * ons fill *ftandi 
which faces the hee or W 7 now call'd Han 
cy, which, tho* call'd an is as wide 4 
117 in the tank ROW VEN thee 
Houſe Northward, are built on the very fame 
Ground where the 1 poor People were 98 and 
the Bodies on edle the Ground ſor the Þ oo 
dations, were dug up, fome of them remaining ſo 
bog to be ſeen, - that the Womens Sculls were di- 
uiſh'd by their long Hair, and of others, the 
was nat . BE periſhed; 1 that the People be- 
to exclaim loudly againſt it, and ſome ts 
at it might. endanger a Return of the Contagi- 
on; After which the Bones and Bodies, as faſt as 
they came at them, were carried to another part of 
the ſame Ground, and thrown all together into a 
deep Pit, dug on purpoſe, which now is to be 
known, in that it is not built No but is 4 Paſſage 
to another Houle, at the u Hoyer end of Rafe Alley, 
| 2. inſt the Door of a Meeting r-houſe, which has 
be uilt there-many Years Aae and the Ground ta 
is paliſadoed off Gon the reſt of the Paſſage, in a U 
little ſquare, there lye the Bones and Remains of W th 
near Two thouſand . „ carried by the Dead- We 
Carts to to their Grave in that one Vear. * 
2 SY Jars 2 Was a piece of Ground i in 
. Eos ng into the. Street which is 
now 88 Old Beth bs, 1 yas enlarg d much, 
tho' not. wholly taken in on the fame 3 
V. B. The pron if this Journal, 1 & 2 
- that very Ground, at his.own 
* We n ured? 7 few Ya! be 


| 14 _ Stepney Pariſh, exten it ſelf from the Eaſt 
part of London to the N Neri 5, even to the very 
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Edge o Shoreditch yard, had a piece of 
Ground taken in to bury their Dead, cloſe to the 
ſaid Church- 
left opetyand is ſince, I ſuppoſe, taken into the ſame 
 Church-yardz and they had alſo. two other burying 
Places in Spittlefields, one where ſince a Chapel or 
Tabernacle . has been built for caſe co this great 
Pariſh, and another in Petticoar- lane. 

There were no leſs than Five other Grounds 
made uſe of for the Pariſh of Stepnay at that time; 
one where now ſtands the Pariſh Church of St. 
Paul's Shadwel, and the other, where now ſtands 


-yard; and which for that very Reaſon was 


the Pariſh Church of St. Jobs at Mapping, both 


which had not the Names of Pariſhes at nn 

but were belonging to Stepney Pariſh. . 
I 'cou'd name man 1 but theſe coming 
within my particular K the Circumſtance = 
I thought made it of Uſe to record them; from 
the whole, it may be obſerv d, that they were ob- 
lig'd in this Time of Diſtreſs, to take in new bury- © 
ing Grounds in moſt of the out Pariſhes, for lay- 
ing the prodigious Numbers of People which died 
in fo ſhort a So of Time; but why Care was not 
taken to keep thoſe Plaoes ſeparate from o 
U des, that ſo the Bodies might reſt undiſturb'd 

that I cannot anſwer for, and mult confeſs, I think i 
1 who were to blame, I know not. 

have mention 'd, that the Quakers had: | 

at that time alſo a ng Ground, ſet a- part to: 
their Uſe, and which till make uſe of, and 
they had alfo.a particular dead Cart to fetch — 
Dead from theit Houſes; and the famous —2 — 
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| and was carried one of the firſt in the Quat 
dead Cart, to their new burying Ground. 
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1 might have throng'd this Account with many 
more remarkable Things, which occur'd in the Time 
of the Infection, 


| 2, and particularly what paſs'd be- 
tween the 8 and the Court, Which was 
then at Oxford, and what Directions were from 
time to time receiv'd from the "Government for 
their Conduct on this critical Occaſion. But really 
the Court concern d themſelves ſo little, and that 
little they did was of ſo ſmall Import, that I do 


not ſee it of much Moment to mention any Part 


of it here, except that of ne a Monthly 
Faſt in the City, and the ſending the Royal Chari- 
ty to the Relief of the Poor, both which I have 
' Great was the Reproach thrown on thoſe Phyſi- 
cians who left their Patients during the Sickneſs, 
and now they came to Town again, no Body car'd 
to employ them; they were call'd Deſerters, and 
frequently Bills were ſet up upon their Doors, and 
written, Here is a Doctor to be let! So that ſeveral 
of thoſe Phyſicians were fain for a while to fir ſtill 
and look about them, or at leaſt remove their Dwel- 


lings, and ſet up in new Places, and among new 


Acquaintance the like was the Caſe with the Ch 875 


who the People were indeed very abuſive to, writ- 
ing Verſes and ſcandalous Reflections upon them, 


ſetting upon the Church Door, here is a Pulpit to 


e les, or ſometimes 10 be ſold, which was worſe. 


It was not the leaſt of our Misfortunes, that with 
our Infection, when ir ceaſed, there did not ceaſe the 
Spirit of Strife and Contention, Slander and Reproach, 


which was really the great Troubler of the Nation's 
Peace before: It was ;{aid to be the Remains of the 
old Animoſities, which had ſo lately: involv'd us all 

in Blood and Diſorder. But as:the late Act of In- 
demnity had laid aſleep the Quarrel it _ ſo the 
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Governmen had recommended Family and Perſo- 
45 Peace pen all I gs to the whole Na- | 
Lion. 

But — not be obtain and partieulaily after 5 
the c of the Plague in London, when an 
that had ſeen the Condition which the People had | 
been in, and how they careſs d one another at that 
time, promis d to have more Charity for the future, 
and to raiſe no more Reproaches: I ſay, any one 
that had ſeen them then, would have thought they 
would have come together with another Spirit at 
laſt. But, I ſay, i it cou'd not be obtain? d; the Qua- 
rel remain d, the Church and the Preſbyterians 
were incompatible z as ſoon as the Plague was re- 
mov'd, the diſſenting outed Miniſters who had 
ſupplied! the Pulpits, which were deſerted by the 
Incumbents, retir d, they cou'd expect no other; 
but that they ſhould immediately t: n upom them, 
and harraſs them, with their penal Laws, accept 
their preaching while they were ſick, and perſecute 
them as ſoon as they were recover'd again, this even 
we that were of the Church thought was very 
hard, and cou'd by no means approve of it. a 

But it was the Government, and we cou'd: fay 
nothing to hinder it; we cou'd only — * it was not 
our doing, and we could not anſwer for it. 

On the other Hand, the Diſſenters reproaching 
thoſe ' Miniſters of the Church with going away, 
and deſerting their Char age, 3 the People 
in their Danger, and w hey had moſt need of 
Comfort and the like, this 1 5 2 by no means 
approve; for all Men have not the ſame Faith, and 
the ſame Courage, and the Scripture commands us 
to judge the 1 mo it favourably,an eating to Cha- 
rity; 1 

A Plague is a formidable Enemy, and is amd 
with 9 9 that every Man is not ſufficientl uy 


ie to n or * to ſtand the Shock 
againft: : 
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| and ws carried one of the firſt in the Quaker 
dead Cart, to their new burying Groiunhd, 


I might have throng'd this Account with many 
more remarkable Things, which occur'd in the Time 


of the Infection, and particularly what paſs'd be- 
tween the Lord Mayor and the Court, Which was 
then at Oxford, and what Directions were from 
time to time receiv d from the Government for 
their Conduct on this critical Occaſion. But really 


the Court concern'd themſelves fo little, and that 


little they did was of ſo ſmall Import, that I do 


not ſec it of much Moment to mention any Part 


of it here, except that of appointing a Monthly 
Faſt in the City, and the ſending the Royal Chari- 
ty to the Relief of the Poor, both which I have 
Aae oo nt. rv, DO. 
Great was the-Reproach thrown on thoſe Phyſi- 
cians who left their Patients during the Sickneſs, 
and now they came to Town again, no Body <car'd 
ro employ them; they were call'd Deſerters, and 
frequently Bills were ſet up upon their Doors, and 
written, Here is a Doctor to be let!“ So that ſeveral 


of thoſe Phyſicians were fain for'a while to fir ſtill 


and look about them, or at leaſt remove their Dwel- 
lings, and ſetup in new Places, and among new 
Acquaintance the like wasthe Caſe with the Clergy, 
who the People were indeed very abuſive to, writ- 


ing Verſes and ſcandalous Reflections upon them, 
ferting upon the Church Door, here ig a Pulpit to 
be let, or ſometimes to be ſold, which was worſe. 


It was not the leaſt of our Misfortunes, that with 


our Infection, when it ceaſed, there did not ceaſe the 


Spirit of Strife and Contention,Slanderand Reproach, 


which was really the great Troubler of the Nations 


Peace before: It was aid to be the Remains of the 
old Animoſities, which had ſo lately: involv'd us all 


in Blood and Diſorder. But as the late Act of In- 
demnity had laid aſleep the Quarrel it ſelf, ſo the 
| . Sovern- 
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Government had recommended Family and Perſo- 
nal Peace upon all Occaſions, to the whole Na- 
But it cou'd not be obtain'd, and particularly aſter 
the ceaſing of the Plague in London, when any one 
that had ſeen the Condition which the People had 
been in, and how they careſs d one another at that 
time, promis d to have more Charity for the future, 
and to raiſe no more Reproaches: I ſay, any one 
that had ſeen them then, would have thought they 
would have come together with another Spirit at 
laſt. But, I ſay, it cou'd not be obtain'd; the Qua- 
rel remain d, the Church and the Preſbyterians 
were incompatible; as ſoon as the Plague was re- uy 
mov'd, the difſenting outed Miniſters ' who had I | 
ſupplied the Pulpits, which were deſerted by the | 1 
Incumbents, retir d, they cou'd expect no other; — 
but that they ſhould immediately fall upom them, 
and harraſs them, with their penal Laws, accept 
their preaching while they were ſick, and perſecute 
them as ſoon as they were recover'd again, this even 
we that were of the Church thought was very 


hard, and cou'd by no means approve of it. 
But it was the Government, and we cou'd ſay 
nothing to hinder it; we cou'd only ſay, it was not 
our doing, and we could not anſwer for it. a 
On the other Hand, the Diſſenters reproaching 
thoſe Miniſters of the Church with going away, 
and deſerting their Charge, abandoning the People 
in their Danger, and when they had moſt need of 
Comfort and the like, this we cou'd by no means 
approve; for all Men have not the ſame Faith, and 
the ſame Courage, and the d ee, commands us 
to judge the moſt favourably, and according to Cha- 
"A Plague is a formidable Enemy, and is armd 
with Terrors, that every Man is not ſufficiently 
fortified to reſiſt, or prepar d to ſtand the _ *. 


* 
— * 
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the Clergy, who were in Circumſtances to do it, 


| withdrew, —4 fled for the Safety of their Lives; 
but tis true allo, that a great many. of them dd, 


and many of F an in the 


Diſcharge of their Duty. 


It is true, ſome of the Didenting turm d out Mi- 


niſters ſtaid, and their Courage is co be commend - 


ed, and highly valued, but theſe were not abun- 
— all aid, and 


dance; it cannot be ſaid that 
chat none retir d into the Country 2 than 
it can be ſaid of che Church Clerg » that they all 
went away; neither did all thoſe t chat went away, 


= CET to do the O needful, and to viſit the 
Sick, as far as it was practicable ; ſo that upon the 
whole, an Allowance of Charity might have been 
made on both Sides, and we ſhould have conſider'd, 
' thatſuch a time as this of 1665, is not to be parallel d 
An Hiſtory, and that it is not the ſtouteſt Courage 
that will always ſupport Men in ſuch Caſes; I had 
not ſaid this, but had rather choſen to record 
the Courage and religious Zeal of thoſe of both 
Sides, who did hazard themſelves for the Service of 
. poor People in their Diſtreſs, without remem- 
bring that any fail'd in their Duty on either fide: 
But 5 want of Temper among us, has made 
the contrary to this neceſſary; ſome: that ſtaid, not 
only boaſting too much of themſelves, but revil⸗ 
ing thoſe that fled, branding them with Cowardice, 
n their Flocks, and acting the Part of t 
Hirleing, andthe like: I recommend it to the Cha- 
"rity of all good People to look back, and reflect duly 
upon the Terrors of the Time; and whoeverdoes 
ſo will ſee, that it is not an ordinary Strength that 
cou'd ſupport it, it was not like appearitig in the 


Head of an Army, or charging is Body:of(Hork 


mühe 3 but it was. * n 


„ M O£am mona c DX VE 


o without ſubſti Curates, and othets in — | 
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more uſeful than their Brethren ? * 
I chink it ought to be recorded to the Honour of 
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ſez to ſtay 
d be eſteemed nothi y as things 
4 at the latter 2 chu Auguſt, n the Be- 


Ain 3 time; for no Man expeé 


1 e lay; believed, that the Diſtemper would 
take ſo dds = > et as it did, and fall imme - 
diately 2000 in a when thete was fach 4 
People fick at that Time, 
as it was knowl there was; 9 then it was that 


prodigious N Loni of 


many ſhifted N that had meu moſt of the time 
before 

| Beſides, if God 8 eng 
to others, was it to boaſt of their Ability to abide 


the Stroak, and updtaid thoſe that had nor the ſame 
ght not they rather to have 
Vwere render; 4 


Gift and Support, or 6 
been humble and thatikfi 


* r 


i the 


ſuch Men, as well Clergy 
georls, Apotheeatics ; Many 
alſo all Uf 
Ling in Diſcharge of 
tainly all ſuck as ſtay'd did to the laſt 
and ſeveral of all theſe Kinds did not only yentuts 
but loſe their Lives on that fad Oecaſion. 


3s Phyliciatis, Sur⸗ 
Mere hr Officers of 


' I was once maling a Lift of all ſuch, 1 mean of: 


all thoſe Profeffions and Emiploynetits, who this 
died, as'I call it, in the way of their Duty, but it 
was it for a private Man to come #.# 


there died ſixteen Cler men, two Aldermen, five 
Phyſicians, thirwen 0 ms, Within dum 5 ah. 
Liberties before the: deg of But 
this being, as T ſaid before, the 


o inferior People | rhink there ded i oth 
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db Duty, as moft cer- 


in the Farticuats; Totlly remember; that 
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Conſtables and Headboroughs in the two Pariſhes of 


Stepney and I hite-· Chapel; but I could not carry 
my Lift on, for when the violent Rage of the Di- 
ſtemper in September came upon us, it drove us out 
of all Meaſures: Men did then no moredie by Tale 
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly 
Bill, and call them ſeven or eight Thouſand, or 
what they pleas d; tis certain ee 

and were buried by Heaps, that is to ſay without Ac- 

count; and if I might believe ſome People, who 
were more abroad and more converſant with thoſe 
things than I, tho' I was public enough for+ one 
that had no more Buſineſs to do than I had, I fay, 


if T may believe them, there was not many leſs bu- 


ried thoſe firſt three Weeks in September than 20000 
per Week; however the others aver the Truth of 
it, yet I rather chuſe to keep to the public Account; 
ſeven and eight thouſand per Week is enough to 
make good all that 1 have ſaid of the Terror of thoſe 
Times; and it is much to the Satisfaction of me 
that write, as well as thoſe that read, to be able to 
ſay, that every thing is ſet down with Moderation, 
and rather within Compaſs than beyond it. 
pon all theſe Accounts I fay I could wiſh, when 
we were recover'd, . our Conduct had been more 
diſtinguiſh'd. for Charity and Kindneſs in Remem- 
brance of the paſt Calamity, and not ſo much a 
valuing, our ſelves upon our Boldneſs in ſtaying, as 
if all Men were Cowards that fly from * 
of God, or that thoſe, who ſtay, do not ſometimes 
owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and deſpiſing 


« * 


the Hand of their Maker, Which is a criminal l 


of Deſperation, and not a true CouragGGi 
] cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil 
Officers, ſuch as Conſtables, Headboroughs, Lord 


| Mayor's, and Sheriff's-men, as alſo Pariſh-Officers, 
whoſe Buſineſs it was to take Charge of the 918 
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did their Duties in general with as much C rage 
As any, and 7 with more, becauſe their Work 
vas attended wich more Hazards, and lay more 
among the Poor, who were more ſubject to be ins 
fected and in the moſt pitiful Plight when the were 
: 75 with the Infection: But then it muſt ad- td 
ded too, that a great Number of them died indeed it 77 I 
was ſcarce poſlible it ſhould be otherwiſe. 84 | 
2 have not ſaid one Word here about the Phyſick 
or Preparations that we ordinarily made uſe of on ths || 
terrible Occaſion, I mean we that went frequently ; | 
| 
| 


05008 wp and down Street, as I did; much of this 
x ralk'd of in the Books "and Bills of our Quack 
„ of whom I have ſaid enough already. 
I may however be added, that the Gollege of Phy- 
ſicians were daily publiſhing ſeveral Preparations, 
which they had nf re of in the Proceſs of their 
Practice, — which being. to de had i in Print, l 
avoid repeating them for that reaſon. 

One thing I could not help ig, what be⸗ | 
fell one of the Quaeks, who publiſh'd that he had-a 
moſt excellent Preſervative againſt the Plague; which 
whoever kept about them, - ſhould never be in- 

fected, or lia le to Infection; this Man, ho we 
may ly ſuppoſe, did not go ahroad without 
ſome of this excellent Preſervative in his Pocket, yet 
e the Diſtemper, and carry d off in two 
T. EEO LAPS; . | 
am not of the N umber of. the Phyks: -Haters, J 
or  Phyſic-Defpiſers on the con * have often 
memiqf d the regard I had to = ictat es of my 
cyla . Dr. Heath; but yet I. muſt ace. 
ledge, I made uſe of little or nothing except 
(erv'd; to keep a Preparation of ſtrong 
Scent, to 2 — ready, in caſe I met with any thing 
of offenſive Smells, or went too near ned . of 
1 * e — 7 3 „„ 


| Neither did T PR whar'l know: ſome. g keep 
the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and 
Wine, and ſuch things, and which, as I obſery'd, one 
learned Phyſician uſed himſelf ſo much to, as Wut 
he could not leave them off when the Infection was 
— gone, and ſo became A Sot for all His Life 
frer. 

I remember, my rind the Doctor ud to ſay, 
that there was a certain Set of Drugs andPreparations, 
which were all certainly good and uſeful in che caſe 
of an Infection; out of which, or with which: Phy- 
ſicians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines, 
as the Ringers of Bells make ſeveral Hundred diffe- 
rent Rounds of Muſick by the wr = © and Or- 
der of Sound but in ſix Bella and tha Ara 
tions ſhall be real! - uh n ſaid he, I do 
not wonder that ſo vaſt a Throngof Medicines i is of- 
ffer'd 1 nt Calamity; a * — 1 

cian preſcribes or prepares a different thin as his 
Judg ment or Experience guides bim: ut, ſays 
my Frriend, let all the Preſcriptions-of all the phy 

ſicians in London be examined; and it will be ound, 
that they are all compounded of the ſame things, 
with fuch Variations only, as the particular Fe 
of the Doctor leads him to; fo that, ſays he, every 
Man judging a little of his own» Con itution and 
manner of his living, and Circumſtances of 
his being infected, may direct his own Medicines 
out of the ordina Drugs and Preparations : 
Only that, ſays he, Nas recommend one thing as 
moſt ſovereign, and ſome another; ſome, fays he, 
think that Pill. Ruff. which is call'd itſelf the Anti- 
peſtilential Pill, is the beſt Preparation chat cn be 
made; others think, that Yenice Treacle is faſficient 
of it ſelf to reſiſt the Contagion, and I, ys he, 
think as both theſe think, v/z: that the Wy is od 
to take beforehand to prevent it, and the laſt, if 


8 * to it. According to this Opinion. „ 


ſeveral 


ſeveral times took Venice Puch and a ſound Sweat 
upon it, and thought my ſelf as well fortified againſt 
the Infection as any one could be fortifyed by the 
„ T whe nn YES 
As for Quackery and Mountebank, of which the 
Town was ſo full, I liſtened to none of them, and 
have obſerv'd often ſince with ſome Wonder, that 
for two Years after the Plague, I ſcarcely ſaw or 
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied 
they were all ſwept away in the Infection to a Man, 
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God's 
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People 
into the Pit of Deſtruction, merely for the Lucre of 
a little Money they got by them; bur I cannot go 
that Length neither; that Abundance of them ded 
is certain, many of them came within the Reach 
of my own Knowledge ; bur that all of them were 
ſwept off I much queſtion ; I believe rather, they 
fled into the Country, and tryed their Practices 
upon the People there, who were in 5 
of the Infection, before it came among them. 
This however is certain, not a Man of them ap- 
| pear'd for a great while in or about London; there 
were indeed ſeveral Doctors, who publiſhed Bills, re- 
commending their ſeveral phyſical Preparations for 
cleanſing the Body, as they call it, after the Plague, 
and needful, as they ſaid, for ſuch People to take, 
ho had been viſited and had been cur d; whereas 
J muſt own, I believe that it was the Opinion of 
the moſt eminent Phyſicians at that time, that the 
Plague was itſelf a ſufficient Purge; and that 
thoſe who eſcaped the Infection needed no Phyſic 
to cleanſe their Bodies of any other things; the 
running Sores, the Tumors, Ge which were broke 
and kept open by the Directions of the Phyficiat 
having ſufficiently cleanſed them; and that all 
other Diftempers and Cauſes of Diſtempers were 
etffectually carried off that Way; and as the Phy- 
[gs "ES 5 ſicians 
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ficians gave this as their Opinions, wh they 


game, the Quacks got little Buſineſss. 
There were indeed ſeveral little Hurries, which 
happen'd after the Decreaſe of the Plague, and 
Which whether they were contriv'd to fright and 
diſorder the People, as ſome imagin d, I cannot 
ſay, but ſometimes we were told the Plague would 
return by ſuch a Time; and the famous Solomon 
Eagle the naked Quaker, I have mentiomd, pro- 
Ppheſy'd evil Tidings every Day; and ſeveral others 
telling us that London had not been ſufficiently 
{courg'd, and the ſorer and ſeverer Strokes were yet 
behi 0 ; had they ſtop'd there, or had they deſcen- 
ded to Particulars, and told us that the City ſhould 
the next Year be deſtroyed by Fire; then indeed, 
when we had ſeen it come to pals, . we ſhould not 
have been to blame to have paid more than a com- 
mon Reſpect to their Prophetick Spirits, at leaſt 
we ſhould have wander'd at them, and have been 
more ſerious in our Enquiries after the meani 
of. it, and whence they had the Fore- knowledge; 
But as they generally told us of a Relapſe into the 
Plague, we have had no Concern ſince that about 
them; yet by theſe frequent Clamours, we were 
all kept with ſome kind of Apprehenſions con- 
ſtantly 3 us, and if any died ſuddenly, or if the 
Coney evers at any time increaſed, we were pre: 
{ently alarm'd ; much more if the Number of the 
Plague encreaſed, for to the End of the Year, there 
were always between 2 and 300 of the Plague; on 
any of theſe Occaſions, I ſay, we were alarm'd 
GE. 
f Thoſe, who remember the City of London before 
the Fire, muſt remember, that therę was then no 
ſuch Place as that we now call Newgate-Markert. 
Fut that in the Middle of the Street, which is now 
_call'd Blow-bladder Street, and which had its Name 
from the Butchers, who us d to kill and dreſs thei 
] Sheep 


ES Pp A'G 1 E. "a | 


Sheep ns "Oi (and who. it ſeems had a Cuſtom to 
blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look 
thicker and fatter than it was, and were puniſh'd 
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I ſay, from the 
End of the Street towards Newgate, there ſtood two 
long Rows of Shambles for the ſelling Meat. 
It was in thoſe Shambles, that two Perſons fal- 
lin down. dead, as they were buying Meat, ' gave 
Rito a Rumor that the Meat was all infected, 
Which tho' it might affright the People, and ſpoil'd 
the Market for two or three Days; ye et it appear d 
plainly afterwards, that there wasnot ing of Truth 
in the Suggeſtion ; But no Body can account for 
W on of Fear. when it takes hold; of the 45 
MI | 
APA it pleas'd God by the combuning of the 
Winter Weather to pt Fg the Health of the Ci- 
that by Kalrnery following, we reckon'd the 
5 quite * and then we were not ſo 
caſily frighted | 
There was ſtill a « Ouellion amongthe Learned,and 
at firſt it perplex d the People a little, and that was, 
in what manner to purge the Houſes and | 
where. the Plague had been; and how to render 
them habitable again, which had been left em 
during the time of the Plague; Abundance of er- 
a, and Preparations were ;preſcrib'd by Phyſi- 
ſome of one kind and ſome of another, in 
which the People, who liſtened to them, put them · 
ſelves to a great, and indeed in my Opinion, to an 
unneceſſary Expence; and the poorer People, who 
only ſet open their Windows Night and Day, burnt 
Brimſtone, Pitch, and Gun poder and ſuc things 
in their Rooms, did as well as the beſt; nay, the 
eager People, who as I ſaid above, came Home in 
haſt and at all Hazards, found little or no Incon- 
venience in their Houſes nor in the G ds,, and did 


little r nothin to them. 
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ning their Houſes, and burnt Perfumes, Incenſe, Ben- 
jamin, Rozin, and Sulphur in the Rooms cloſe ſhur 
up, and then let the Air carry it all out with a 
Blaſt of Gun-powder ;z others cauſed large Fires to 
be made all Day and all Night, for — Days and 
Nights; by the ſame Token, that two or three 
were pleas d to ſet their Houſes on Fire, and fo ef- 
Foually ſweetned them by burning them down to 
the Ground; as particularly one at Rarcliff,-one in 
 Holbourn, and one at Weftminfler; befides two or 
three that were ſet on Fire, but the Fire was happily 
got out again, before it went far enough to burn 
wn the Houſes ; and one Citizen's Servant, I think 

it was in Thames Street, yed fo much Gun- 
into his Maſter's Houſe for 1 it of 

the Infection, and managed it ſo 3 that he 
blew up part of the Roof of the Houle. But the 
Time was not fully come, that the City was to 


be purg'd by Fire, nor was it far off; for within 


Nine Months more I ſaw it all lying in Afhes ; 
when, as ſome of our Quacking Philoſophers pre- 


tend, the Sceds of the Plague were entirely deftroy'd 


and not before; a Notipn too ridiculous to ſpeak of 
here, fince, had the Seeds of the Plague remain'd 
in the Houſes, not to be deſtroyed but by Fire, 
bow has it been, that they have not ſince broken 
out ? Seeing all thoſe Buildings in the Suburbs and 
Liberties, and in che great Pariſhes of Stepney, Hhite- 
Cbapel, Ai 
te and St. 


. ; | 
But to leave theſe things juſt as T found them, it 


was certain, that thoſe People, who were more than 
3 FFF ordinarily 
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wa Baſbopſyate, Shoreditch, Cripple- 


Leb, th 


naril als LU Health, did take parti- 
= Directions for what they c Seaſoning of 
their Houſes, and Abundance of coſtly * Were | 
conſum d on that Account, which, r 4— 
not on ſeaſoned thoſe Houſes, as 
fill'd the Air. with ve teful an 
Smells, which others had the Share 20 de . Benefit 
of, as Well as thoſt who were at the 


them 
"And: yer after all,” tho' the Poor came to Town 
very precipirantly, as I have faid, yet I muſt fay, 
the rich made no ſuch Haſte; the Men of Buſineſs 
indeed came up, but many of ay did not 
their Families to Town, un the ons ring came on, 
and that they ſaw Reaſon to depend upon it, that 
the Plague would not return. | 
The Court indeed came up ſoon after Chriſtmas, 
but the Nobility and Ye » Except ſuch as de: 
pended upon, and had Emp loyment ment, under the Ad- 
miniſtration, did not come fo ſoon. 
I ſhould have taken Notice here, that notwich- 
ſtanding the Violence of the Plague in Loudoy and 
in other Places, yet it was very obſervable, that it 
was never on Board the Fleet; and yet for ſome 
time there was a ſtrange Preſs in the River, and 
even in the Streets for Men to man the Fleet. 
hg it was in the Beginning of the Year, when the 
e was ſcarce begun, and nat, at all comedown 
at part of the City, where they uſually preſs 
for Seamen; and tho a War with the Dutch was 
not at all grateful to the People at that time, and the 
Seamen went with a kind of Rely into. the 
Service, and many complain d of ag'd into 
it by Force, yet it prov'd in the Event a hap 
Violence to ſeveral of them, . who had probably 
periſh'd in the general Calamity, and who after the 
Summer Service was over, tho” they had Cauſe to 
| lament 
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lament the Deſolation of their Families, who, when 
they came back, were many of them in their 
Graves; yet N11? e room to be thankful, that 
they were carried out of the Reach of it, tho' ſo 
much againſt their Wills; we indeed had a hot 


— — 
, e e oe er I ren = 7 


1 War with the Dutch that Year, and one very great 
| Engagement at Sea, in which the Dutch were 


worſted; but we loſt a great many Men and ſome 
A Ships. Bur, as I obſerv'd, the Plague was not in 
| the Fleet, and when they came to lay up the Ships 
; in the River, the violent part of it began to abate. 
I would be glad, if I could cloſe the Account of 
8 this melancholy Year, with ſome particular Exam 
| ples hiftorically; I mean of the Thankfulneſs to 
a God our Preſerver for our being delivered from this 
| dreadful Calamity  ' certainly the Circumſtances of 
the Deliverance, as well as the terrible Enemy we 
| were delivered from, call'd upon the whole Nation 
3 for it; the Circumſtances of the Deliverance were 
| indeed very remarkable, as I have in part mention'd 
already, and particularly the dreadfulCondition, which 
| we were allin, when we were, to the Surprize of 
| the whole Town, made joyful with the Hope of a 
| ——. EIT. 
Nothing, but the immediate Finger of God, no- 
| thing, but omnipotent Power could have done it; 
| the Contagion deſpiſed all Medicine, Death rag'd 
| in eyery Ger 3 and had it gone on as it did 
then, a few Weeks more would have clear'd the 
| Town of all, and every thing that had a Soul: Men 
A every where began to deſpair, every Heart fail'd 
them for Fear, People were made deſperate thro” the 
| Anguiſh of their Souls, and the Terrors of Death 
E | fat in the very Faces and Countenances of the 
| e.. VVV 
| 
| 


© 18 thar very Moment, when we might very well 
ſay, Vain was the Help of Man; I fay in that very 
C11 ß cola” - | 
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not roo broad, they would open their. Windows and 


| indeed it is ; hardly ks what dreadful Hay 


ek 
the laſt three Weeks had made; for if I mighr be- 


lieve the Perſon, whoſe. Calculations I always found 
very well | ounded, there were not leſs W 4 0000 


People and near 100 thouſand fallen fick in 


the three Weeks I ſpeak of; for the Number that 


fickened was furpri 


. ſunk under it now. 


Middle of their 'Diltreſs, en che Con- 


Auen of the City of London was ſo truly calami- 
tous, juſt chen it pleaſed God, as it were, by his im- 
mediate Hand to diſarm this Enemy; the Poyſon 
was taken out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even 
the Phyficians themſelves were furprized at it; 
wherever they viſited, they found their Patients 
better, either they had ſweated kindly, or the Tu- 
mours were broke, or the Carbuncles went down, 


_ the Inflammations round them chang'd Co- 3 
nt NT the Fever was gone, or the violent Head- 


ag d, or ſome good 1 was in 
the Cale; My. i in a Ke Bag, 
recovering, whole Families nth Wen feel and 


| 2 that had Miniſters praying with them, and 


ted Death every Hour , were revived and 
— 2 and none died at all out of them. 

Nor was this b any new Medicine found out, 
or new Method of Cure diſcovered, or by any Ex- 
ience in the Operation, which the Phyf 

or Su had attain'd to; but it was evidently 
from the ſecret inviſible Hand of him, that had at 
firft ſent this Difeaſe as a Judgment upon us; and 


let the Atheiſtic part of Mankind call my Saying 


this what they pleaſe, it is no Enthufiaſin, it was 
e at that time by all Mankind; the 2 


tiüng, indeed it was aftoniſhing, 
and thoſe whoſe Courage upheld them all the time 


ry Body way | 


janz 


— wh 

ohers, ſearch for — 1 

E to leſſen the 

Debe 28 owe to their Maker z thoſe Pliyſicians; 

who. had the leaſt Share of Religion in them, wore | 
4 —— og it was all fupernarural 

be gre. W dinary, and cha go Account :oul 


Gan * chis in riſible: See 
as. a to . — „ we. that were un- 
der the Terror of its J Re haps it m_ be 
thought bys bon, after! the of the thing 


over, an offici try got religious things, pr — 
ing a 35 ay ew * ar „ making 
my ſelf a Teacher inſtead of giving my Obſer⸗ 
vations. of things z/ and this reſtrains me very muck 
from going on here, as I might otherwiſe do: Bur 


5 9 © s were healed, and but one return'd to 

nn mand aeg ger, 

Þ . il I ebe e- 
who to were very t 

. e for 1 god, even che 

75 of thoſe, whole Heurts were not extraors 

long affected with it: But the Impreffionwas 

0 _ that time, that it could hot berefified, 
y the worſt of the People. 

n to wert People in the 

Street, that were — rs, and that we knew no». 

at all 2282 IRE — — 


out oof N of, the e og 4 take) 

down, be thtiows his Haide 

dnl Tonk wh what an Alteration yg | Whyy 
laſt Week 1 came —_ here, * hardly * 3 


to his 1 — 0g all vonde 

Bleſſed be God, ſays a chird Man, aud ler us f ive 
- Thanks to him, for tis all bis Oden Going? F 

man Help and human Skill Was at an End? The 

were all Strangers to one another: But ſuch Salt 
ations as theſe were frequent in — ere? 

Day; and in Spight of a looſe Behaviour 
common People went along the Streets | giving 
Thanks for their Deliverance; - e a 

It was now, as I ſaid befor ore the people had eaſt 


all Apprehenfions, and-ehartoo faſt; Weed e ere 


no more afraid now to paſs by a Man with a4 White 


n his Head, or with a Cloth wrapt round 


0 
his Neck, or with his Leg limping, occaſion'd by 
_ the Sores in his Groyn, all all which were *frightful 
>; but the Week before; but now 


the Streer/ i full of them, and theſe poor eco 


them their Due, appear d very 
TDEcted . roi fr 123 


— proc very much 1 f Wet ee, 


know believe many of them w 
thankful; — muſt own, that for the Gene 
of the People it might too ly be faid of Tek, 
as was ſaid of the Children after their be- 
ing delivered from the Hoſt 6f Pharaoh, when they 
80 the Ned. Sea, and look'd back, and Aw the 
gyptians overwhelmed in che Water, vi. That 
„% Praiſe 4 hut” they "ſoon" 'forgit "his 
orks 1 us, . 
I can go no ferher here, 1 mould be ednjick ed 


cenſorious, and perhaps unjuſt, if I fhould enter 
into the unpleaſant: V ork 'of reflecting, whatever 


Cauſe there was for it „ upon the Unthankfitlneſs ö 
18 


and Return of all manner of Wiekednels 
- Rs I m_ ww * ee N 
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